Growing Connections to God, Each Other and the World
Thank You for a Wonderful Lent and Holy Week!
We focused on Luther’s Small Catechism, Wednesday worship, Morning Moments, Faith Formation and
Worship for The Three Days. So much love and effort came together to make this possible, from so many
people. Thank you for your commitment, creativity and faithfulness.

The Journey Continues. The Gift Committee wants to participate with you in your journey of generosity!
As we have shared with you during the past two weeks of the $62,063 giving total approved by the
Congregation on January 30, 2022, the Gift Committee, with Council approval, has distributed $44,000
to the following organizations and ministries:
Young Life
Neighbors Inc.
Mobile Meals
Loaves and Fishes

$5,000
$3,000
$1,000
$1,000

Saint Paul Area Synod: Planting Hope
$12,000
Camp Wapo: Gather (Building) Campaign
$10,000
ELCA Lutheran Disaster Response-East Europe
$10,000
MICAH (Metro Interfaith Council Affordable Housing) $2,000

The Congregation Council has also approved the Gift Committee’s recommendation that $10,000 be given
in support of the ministry passions of our members. St. Stephen’s will match member donations in their name,
to non-profit organizations up to $200 per household through June 5, 2022. Look for the form in your bulletin
next Sunday and prayerfully consider what non-profit organization you would like St Stephen’s to match your
donation. Please return this form to the church office on or before Sunday, June 5th. Thank you!

Civil Rights Tour at TODAY’S Open Forum
Back in February, Pastor Tim and his wife Kisten spent
a week in the South learning about the Civil Rights
Movement. They visited a huge number of historic sites
and museums, learned a lot, and took a lot of
pictures. They will be sharing some stories and photos
from their trip TODAY at the Open Forum. Please join
us as we deepen our understanding of this very
important part of our Nation's history.
Pastor Tim would like to this opportunity.
Can you "imagine a u.s. without racism?" That's the
title and theme of a play currently running at Mixed
Blood Theater in Minneapolis. This will be the final
production by Artistic Director Jack Reuler, who founded Mixed Blood in 1976. Find details and order tickets
here: https://mixedblood.com/imagine-a-u-s-without-racism/

Next Sunday our Open Forum topic will be Care in Action Minnesota.
An organization that works for engaging families, programs, and communities in building
key protective factors. Their website cites “Children are more likely to thrive when their
families have the support they need. By assuring children and families have their basic
needs met, we build family relicense, prevent child maltreatment, and contribute to
positive outcomes.” Come to the Open Forum on Sunday, May 1st to learn more.

Save the date—May 8th
On May 8th we will have the pleasure to host Pastor Nixon Mwitula honoring our partnership with Ihimbo and
Iwonde Tanzania. Pastor Mwitula will be preaching that day as well as sharing information about Bega Kwa
Bega and Tanzania. A potluck is planned for after his presentation. Watch for more information next week.
A signup sheet for the potluck can be found at the Connection Center. Please sign up to bring a favorite
dish to share. (Note: If you forget to sign up, don’t worry we always have plenty to share!)

Morning Moments will continue after Easter!
As our communications now include links to videos, web pages and so
on, it's time we explore a new platform for newsletter-style emails. So
we're going to use the Morning Moments daily emails as an easy way to
"test-drive" the MailChimp app for this. Beginning on Monday April 25th,
watch for the daily notices to come from St. Stephen’s via a MailChimp
address. To help with this, we'll be sending out a notice from MailChimp
a few days in advance which will also include an "unsubscribe" link for
anyone who no longer wants the daily Morning Moment email. Let us know how it works for you! Your feedback and comments are welcomed.

Nominating Committee Is looking for names for four positions in St. Stephen’s leadership.
Two of them are for the Executive Committee: Director of Strategy and Congregational Secretary.
Two are for the Nominating Committee. If you are personally interested or have some recommendations
please contact any of our Nominating Committee members: Jeff Kubat, Vicki Jackson, Gary Westman,
Kathy Packer, Dan Mikel, Andy Ruff or Pastor John.

The MN Food Share March Food Drive Totals are in!
St. Stephen’s donated 7,943 pounds/dollars of food. Thank you! The total we shared last week was updated
as Neighbors realized a couple St Stephen’s checks had not been included. We are so grateful to all who
participated. Please remember the need continues to be great. Thank you for your partnership!

Loaves and Fishes served 200 guests this past Tuesday another indication of the ongoing need
for food assistance for our neighbors in need. Please consider an extra gift to the Loaves and Fishes ministry
to offset increasing costs. Want to volunteer to help serve? Please contact Marti Bonk at 651-303-6284.

Love Numbers? Have a passion for investments?
We are also looking for anyone that would like to join the Foundation Board of Directors. If you have an
interest, please contact either Jolene Sather or Pastor John.

Give hope to another person. Bring the assurance that no one is alone. Make a new friend.
All these and more are part of the Faithful Connections ministry. Last Saturday 8
people went through the training that strengthened their active listening skills,
gave them confidence in praying with another person, and materials needed to
accomplish their connection with another person from St. Stephen's. Three more
people have asked to be part of another training session so we invite you to join us
on Saturday, April 30 from 9:00-10:30 a.m. At that time you will receive training,
materials and assignments. If you are curious about how this ministry will work please
contact Chris or Linda Becker at beck1230@comcast.net or contact the church
office. God's peace.

SAVE THE DATE—Saturday, May 21 | 2p.m.-6p.m.
Support Local Scouting—St. Stephen’s Troop 248/Pack 37

BBQ FUNDRAISER and Silent Auction & Raffle
North 40 Tavern, 189 Winona St W, West St Paul
Pre-sale tickets available in advance from your neighborhood Scout or online via
Venmo. For pricing, more information and the Venmo QRC Code, please see the Boy
Scout website https://troop248wsp.org/ or the flyer on the bulletin board in Narthex.

GivePlus Vanco Mobile App
If you are using the GivePlus Vanco Mobile App to make your church
offerings, this app will no longer be operational after April 30, 2022.
The App is being replaced with Vanco Mobile which can be easily
downloaded from either the Apple App Store or Goggle Play Store.
Once you have downloaded the app, all you have to do is log in with
your same username and password to make your gifts. Don’t have an account yet? Just search for St. Stephen’s
Lutheran Church and choose our church (address: 1575 Charlton St, West St Paul) and follow the prompts to
create an account.

PLEASE NOTE: Links included in the eUpdate are not active—
watch for a separate email that contains resources available
and active links all in one handy document.
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