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St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church

Easter Service
Worship Service with Holy Communion
“The last enemy to be destroyed is death,” Paul writes. Today Christ is risen, and we gather together with
astonishment and joy. Christ is risen, and we have been set free from the bonds of death. Christ is risen, and we
are forgiven. Christ is risen, and with the women at the tomb and Peter, we are amazed. Let us rejoice: Christ is
risen indeed! Alleluia! [Reprinted with permission: Sunday and Seasons © 2021 Augsburg Fortress]

WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP
Prelude

“Christus, Onze Heer Verrees”
“Jesus Christ is Risen Today”

Piet Post
1919-1979
arr. © Boeijenga Music
All rights reserved.. Used with permission

Welcome
* Singing Bowl

Silence is kept for reflection

[During Processional Hymn—Festival Cross, Christ Candle and Bible are returned to Sanctuary]
* Processional Hymn
“Jesus Christ Is Risen Today”
Jesus Christ is ris'n today, Alleluia!
our triumphant holy day, Alleluia!
who did once upon the cross, Alleluia!
suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia!
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Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia!
unto Christ, our heav'nly king, Alleluia!
who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia!
sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia!
Sing we to our God above, Alleluia!
praise eternal as his love; Alleluia!
praise him, all you heav'nly host, Alleluia!
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia!
Text: Latin carol, 14th cent., sts. 1-3; tr. J. Walsh, Lyra Davidica, 1708, alt.;
Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, st. 4. Music: J. Walsh, Lyra Davidica, 1708
All rights reserved. Used by permission under AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. Public Domain

* Greeting
Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
* Hymn of Praise
“He Is Arisen! Glorious Word!”
He is arisen! Glorious Word!
Now reconciled is God, my Lord;
the gates of heav’n are open.
My Jesus rose triumphantly,
and Satan’s arrows broken lie,
destroyed hell’s fiercest weapon.
Oh, hear, what cheer!
Christ victorious,
rising glorious,
life is giving.
He was dead, but now is living!

LBW #138 [see next page]

Text: Birgitte K. Boye, 1742-1824; tr. George T. Rygh, 1860-1942, alt.
Music: Philipp Nicolai, 1556-1608. All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. Public Domain

* Prayer of the Day
O God,
You gave your only Son to suffer death
on the cross for our redemption,
and by his glorious resurrection
you delivered us from the power of death.
Make us die every day to sin,
that we may live with him forever
in the joy of the resurrection,
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
* Children’s Message

Tracy Westman

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
First Reading
Isaiah 65:17-25
17 For I am about to create new heavens and a new earth; the former things shall not be remembered
or come to mind. 18 But be glad and rejoice forever in what I am creating; for I am about to create
Jerusalem as a joy, and its people as a delight. 19 I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and delight in my people;
no more shall the sound of weeping be heard in it, or the cry of distress. 20 No more shall there be in
it an infant that lives but a few days, or an old person who does not live out a lifetime; for one who
dies at a hundred years will be considered a youth, and one who falls short of a hundred will be
considered accursed. 21 They shall build houses and inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards and eat
their fruit. 22 They shall not build and another inhabit; they shall not plant and another eat; for like
the days of a tree shall the days of my people be, and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their
hands. 23 They shall not labor in vain, or bear children for calamity; for they shall be offspring blessed
by the LORD— and their descendants as well. 24 Before they call I will answer, while they are yet
speaking I will hear. 25 The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, the lion shall eat straw like the ox;
but the serpent—its food shall be dust! They shall not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain, says
the LORD.
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God
Reading from the Psalms
O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;
his steadfast love endures forever!
Let Israel say,
"His steadfast love endures forever."
The LORD is my strength and my might;
he has become my salvation.
There are glad songs of victory in the tents of the righteous:
"The right hand of the LORD does valiantly;
the right hand of the LORD is exalted;
the right hand of the LORD does valiantly."
I shall not die, but I shall live,
and recount the deeds of the LORD.
The LORD has punished me severely,
but he did not give me over to death.
Open to me the gates of righteousness,
that I may enter through them
and give thanks to the LORD.
This is the gate of the LORD;
the righteous shall enter through it.
I thank you that you have answered me
and have become my salvation.
The stone that the builders rejected
has become the chief cornerstone.

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24

This is the LORD's doing;
it is marvelous in our eyes.
This is the day that the LORD has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God
Second Reading
1 Corinthians 15:19-26
19 If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. 20 But in fact
Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died. 21 For since death came
through a human being, the resurrection of the dead has also come through a human being; 22 for as
all die in Adam, so all will be made alive in Christ. 23 But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits,
then at his coming those who belong to Christ. 24 Then comes the end, when he hands over the
kingdom to God the Father, after he has destroyed every ruler and every authority and power. 25 For
he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 26 The last enemy to be destroyed
is death.
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God
* Gospel Acclamation

“Celtic Alleluia”

ELW #174

Music: Fiintan O’Carroll and Christopher Walker
Music© 1985 Fintan O’Carroll and Christopher Walker, admin. OCP Publications, Inc.
All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 ONE LICENSE #A-708293 R-196364

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke,
Glory to you, O Lord
* Gospel
Luke 24:1-12
1 But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb, taking the spices that they
had prepared. 2 They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 but when they went in, they did
not find the body. 4 While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes
stood beside them. 5 The women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but the men said
to them, "Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen. 6 Remember
how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, 7 that "the Son of Man must be handed over to sinners,
and be crucified, and on the third day rise again." 8 Then they remembered his words, 9 and returning
from the tomb, they told all this to the eleven and to all the rest. 10 Now it was Mary Magdalene,
Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other women with them who told this to the apostles.
11 But these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them. 12 But Peter got up and
ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; then he went home,
amazed at what had happened.
The Gospel of the Lord,
Praise to you, O Christ
Sermon
Pastor Tim

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD
Hymn
“Now the Green Blade Rises”
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain,
wheat that in dark earth many days has lain;
love lives again, that with the dead has been;
love is come again like wheat arising green.
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Forth he came at Easter, like the risen grain,
he that for three days in the grave had lain;
raised from the dead, my living Lord is seen;
love is come again like wheat arising green.
When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain,
your touch can call us back to life again,
fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been;
love is come again like wheat arising green.
Text: John MacLeod Campbell Crum, 1872-1958
Text from Oxford Book of Carols © Oxford University Press 1928.
Music: French carol . All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364
CCLI #1664009 #20540802

* Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
* Prayers of Intercession
Petition response
Leader: … Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

* Sharing the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Offering [Invitation to support ongoing ministries of St. Stephen’s]
* Offertory Response
Alleluia! Sing to Jesus;
his the scepter, his the throne;
Alleluia! his the triumph,
his the victory alone.
Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion
thunder like a mighty flood:
"Jesus out of ev'ry nation
has redeemed us by his blood."

“Alleluia! Sing to Jesus”

ELW #392 vs. 1

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898, alt.
Music: Rowland H. Prichard, 1811-1887
All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. Public Domain

* Offertory Prayer
Living God,
you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together
in your peaceable reign,
and you welcome us all at your table.
Reach out to us through this meal,
and show us your wounded and risen body,
that we may be nourished and believe
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

* Great Thanksgiving (sung)

ELW Page 161

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you,
almighty and merciful God,
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin,
who in dying has destroyed death,
and in rising has brought us to eternal life.
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter
and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures,
and with angels and archangels,
cherubim and seraphim,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

ELW Page 144

* Words of Institution
* Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
* Invitation to Communion
The risen Christ dwells with us here.
All who are hungry, all who are thirsty, come.
Distribution
Verse (x 2)
I'm forgiven
Because You were forsaken
I'm accepted
You were condemned
I'm alive and well
Your Spirit is within me
Because You died
And rose again

“You Are My King (Amazing Love)”

Foote

Chorus (x 2)
Amazing love
How can it be
That You my King
Would die for me
Amazing love
I know it's true
It's my joy to honor You
In all I do I honor You
Bridge
You are my King
You are my King
Jesus You are my King
Jesus You are my King
Chorus
Amazing love
How can it be
That You my King
Would die for me
Amazing love
I know it's true
It's my joy to honor You
In all I do I honor You
CCLI Song # 2456623. Billy J. Foote
© 1996 worshiptogether.com songs (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
CLI License # 1664009

* Communion Blessing
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
Strengthens you and keeps you in his grace. Amen.
* Prayer after Communion
We give you thanks, generous God,
for in this bread and cup
we have tasted the new heaven and earth
where hunger and thirst are no more.
Send us from this table as witnesses to the resurrection,
that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

WE GO INTO THE WORLD
* Blessing
God, the Author of life,
Christ, the living Cornerstone,
and the life-giving Spirit of adoption,
☩ bless you now and forever.
Amen.
* Closing Hymn
“Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds”
Now all the vault of heav'n resounds
in praise of love that still abounds:
"Christ has triumphed! He is living!"
Sing, choirs of angels, loud and clear!
Repeat their song of glory here:
"Christ has triumphed! He is living!"
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
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Eternal is the gift he brings,
therefore our heart with rapture sings:
"Christ has triumphed! He is living!"
Now still he comes to give us life
and by his presence stills all strife.
"Christ has triumphed! He is living!"
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Adoring praises now we bring
and with the heav'nly blessed sing:
"Christ has triumphed! Alleluia!"
Be to the Father, and our Lord,
to Spirit blest, most holy God,
all the glory, never ending!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Text: Paul Z. Strodach, 1876-1947, alt.
Text © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
Music: Geistliche Kirchengesänge, Köln, 1623. All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773, ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

* Dismissal
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Tell what God has done.
Thanks be to God.
* Postlude

Variation on “The Hallelujah Chorus”

arr. Bryon Dockter
Hallelujah Chorus, Frideric Handel
1685-1759

◙

Easter Flower Dedications
In loving memory of Donald (Andy) Anderson
given by Betsy Anderson

In loving memory of Bob Bonine
given by Kathie Bonine

In loving memory of Loved Ones
given by The Canniff Family

In honor of Loved Ones
given by Brett and Janice Culver

In loving memory of Janet’s sister Karen
given by Tim and Janet Gibson

In celebration of our nieces and nephews: Patrick, Kelly, Taylor, Jackson,
Sam, Aaron, Jessica, Lauren and Alyssa
given by John and Brenda Gieser

In loving memory of Jim Murphy, Tom Murphy and Geri Goetzke
given by Norm and Paula Goetzke

In loving memory of Loved Ones
given by The Gregory Family

In honor of God’s Love
given by Mary Jo Martinek and Chris Martinek

In loving memory of Hedy Schoenhard
given by Mary Molumby

In loving memory of Mary Kay Nelson
given by Ron, Kristy, Becky, and families

In loving memory of Kathy and Jim’s Parents
given by Kathy and Jim Packer

In loving memory of Donna Scholz, Donald and Margaret Fortney
given by Jan Perkins

In loving memory of Don and Diane Johnson
given by Jeannie, Joel, Lynn and Families

In loving memory of Linda Marie and parents Bev Van Pelt and Jim Van Pelt
given by Lori Ritt

In honor of our grandson, Miles Snider Nickerson
given by John and Polly Snider

In honor of our granddaughter, Marie Ella Johnson
given by John and Polly Snider

In loving memory of Adam Stenhaug and Jan Stenhaug
given by Don Stenhaug

Easter Flower Dedications

In loving memory of Dottie Strandberg
given by Dwayne, Sue, Kevin and Chris

In loving memory of my husband Bob
given by Shirley Theno

In loving memory of our fathers Gene and Tom Sr.
given by Tom and Teresa Tschida

In loving memory of Gordon Peterson and Kirk Peterson
given by Jenny and Loren Van Pelt

In loving memory of Beverly Van Pelt and James Van Pelt
given by Jenny and Loren Van Pelt

◙

Jesus said …

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer.”
Please include the following people in your prayers this week:
Dwayne Strandberg, Merwin Perkins, Barb Ihle, Phil Mead, Jim Lamont,
Rich Rabanus, Roger Quick, LaMoyne Wencel,
Shawn Haarstad, Sara Oberg and Family, Janet Greengard,
Laura Walsh (Snider), Richard Morton (Snider),
Barbara Parker (Saari), Tiffany (Van Pelt), Diane Saari, Ken Peterson.
Each week different families will be included in special prayers.
Please hold in your prayers:
Sandra Becker, Jennifer Becker, Thelma Yess,
John, Michelle, Nara and Tanner Anderson,
Tom, Teresa, Ben, Adam and Emily Tschida,
Keith and Rhonda Stein
Each week different missions that St. Stephen’s support through our
Sunday offerings. This week we offer prayers for
The Saint Paul Area Synod
The Saint Paul Area Synod is made up of congregations,
mission starts and institutions committed to growing in faith
and trust in Jesus Christ. Living out of our identity as Lutheran,
we recognize we are grasped by grace and are free to devote
our energy to being church in a way that is rooted in tradition
and open to experimentation.
We also offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ
in the villages of Iwonde and Ihimbo, Tanzania.
We pray for residents and staff of group homes
and care facilities, and all healthcare workers.
We pray also for those away from home serving in the military:
Tim Anderson, Ben Appenzeller, Nick Appenzeller, Jeremy Eittreim,
Matthew Eittreim, Zachary Ericson, Sam Gieser, Troy Hoban, Tricia Howe,
Adam Kenny, Nick Lane, Peter D. J. McKenzie, Donald McKenzie, Christopher Meyers,
Gene Morton, Sam Paton, Andrew Reed, Lindsey Willwerscheid. (Please help us keep our military
member listing up to date. Thank you.)
St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that
this list is placed inside everyone’s Bible or devotional material. All prayer requests will
be listed for three weeks. Please contact the church office if additional time is needed.

Leaders in Today’s Service
Presiding Pastor .............................................................................................. The Rev. Dr. John Snider
Preaching Pastor ....................................................................................The Rev. Tim Thompson, Ph.D
Director of Worship ......................................................................................................... Bryon Dockter
Song Leaders........................................................................ Jane Dockter, Kathy Canniff, Debbie Pirkl
..................................................................................... Jenny Van Pelt, Mary Jo Martinek, Janice Culver
Musician ............................................................................................................. Calvin Millett, Trumpet
Processional Participants ...................................... Nara Anderson, Tanner Anderson, Tracy Westman
Lectors ............................................................................ Jessica Donahue, Linda Becker, Janice Culver
Children’s Message.........................................................................................................Tracy Westman
Communications and Media Coordinator ..................................................................... Garrett Masters
Audio Visual Ministry ...................................................................................................... Norm Goetzke
Prayer Chain ...............................Rachel Circle, Mary Circle, Kathy Ericson, Abby Vavra, Janet Gibson
Altar Guild ............................................................................Mary Jo Martinek, Lori Ritt, Brenda Gieser
Outdoor Street Sign ........................................................................................................ Jerry Thoreson
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