Growing Connections to God, Each Other and the World
Happy Easter! It's the day that reminds us that in Jesus we have a certain certain hope. No,
that's not a typo - it's certain twice for a reason. You see, the hope we have as followers of
Jesus is a particular hope. Hope for a future of life everlasting, reunion with loved ones, death
destroyed and a new creation to enjoy together. But that hope isn't just something we "hope
will happen" while also worrying that it may not happen at all. No, this hope is certain
because it's sure! We know that this is what's coming because we've seen it appear already
in Jesus who rose and died no more! The hope we have is certain and certain, particular and
sure, and that is what makes Easter a double joy for us all. May you be filled
with the joy of Jesus twice over this Easter day and all the days to come!
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Thank You for a Wonderful Lent and Holy Week!
We focused on Luther’s Small Catechism, Wednesday worship, Morning Moments, Faith Formation and
Worship for The Three Days. So much love and effort came together to make this possible, from so many
people. Thank you for your commitment, creativity and faithfulness.

Morning Moments will continue after Easter!
Pastor Tim created a short video explaining the details. The link is
being provided in the daily Morning Moment reminder email as well
as is included in the “Resources and Links” email that goes out
weekly. Please check your inbox.
As our communications now include links to videos, web pages and
so on, it's time we explore a new platform for newsletter-style
emails. So we're going to use the Morning Moments daily emails as
an easy way to "test-drive" the MailChimp app for this. Beginning on
Monday April 25th, watch for the daily notices to come from St. Stephen’s via a MailChimp address. To help
with this, we'll be sending out a notice from MailChimp a few days in advance which will also include an
"unsubscribe" link for anyone who no longer wants the daily Morning Moment email. Let us know how it
works for you! Your feedback and comments are welcomed.

Give hope to another person. Bring the assurance that no one is alone. Make a new friend.
All these and more are part of the Faithful Connections ministry. Last Saturday 8
people went through the training that strengthened their active listening skills,
gave them confidence in praying with another person, and materials needed to
accomplish their connection with another person from St. Stephen's. Three more
people have asked to be part of another training session so we invite you to join us
on Saturday, April 30 from 9:00-10:30 a.m. At that time you will receive training,
materials and assignments. If you are curious about how this ministry will work please
contact Chris or Linda Becker at beck1230@comcast.net or contact the church
office. God's peace.

Nominating Committee Is looking for names for four positions in St. Stephen’s leadership.
Two of them are for the Executive Committee: Director of Strategy and Congregational Secretary.
Two are for the Nominating Committee. If you are personally interested or have some recommendations
please contact any of our Nominating Committee members: Jeff Kubat, Vicki Jackson, Gary Westman,
Kathy Packer, Dan Mikel, Andy Ruff or Pastor John.
Love Numbers? Have a passion for investments? We are also looking for anyone that would like to join the
Foundation Board of Directors. If you have an interest, please contact either Jolene Sather or Pastor John.

Well done!
As we unanimously decided at our Congregational Meeting on January 30, 2022, the Gift Committee has
made their recommendations to the Congregation Council, which approved giving a total of $62,063.
To date, checks have been issued and sent to the following organizations and ministries:
ELCA’s Lutheran Disaster Response—Eastern Europe Crisis Response
$10,000
Loaves and Fishes
$1,000
Mobile Meals
$1,000
Neighbors Inc.
$3,000
Saint Paul Area Synod: Planting Hope Ministry
$12,000
MICAH (Metropolitan Interfaith Council on Affordable Housing)
$2,000
Young Life
$5,000
Camp Wapo: Gather (Building) Campaign
$10,000
$44,000

UPDATE: Next Sunday you will be introduced to ways to help direct the giving of $10,000.00.

Pray for
this opportunity and watch for details. The Gift Committee wants to participate with you in your journey of
generosity!

The MN Food Share March Food Drive Totals are in!
St. Stephen’s donated 6,040 pounds/dollars of food. Thank you! We are so grateful to all who participated.
Please remember the need continues to be great. Thank you for your partnership!

Loaves and Fishes served 200 guests this past Tuesday another indication of the ongoing need
for food assistance for our neighbors in need. Please consider an extra gift to the Loaves and Fishes ministry
to offset increasing costs. Want to volunteer to help serve? Please contact Marti Bonk at 651-303-6284.

Can Salem and St. Stephen’s help each other
enhance God’s Ministries In their churches?
We think so. We have been sharing Faith Formation for years (including Vacation Bible
School) and now our Men’s Breakfasts. We are invited to join them for a good old fashion
Easter egg hunt, craft activites and obstacle courses for all ages this Saturday, April 16 10 a.m.
-Noon Easter Family Fun!! The Easter bunny will be onsite as well! Prizes for the egg hunt and
the big kids/adult obstacle course will be awarded. Hop on over to Salem and join the fun!
Learn more about Salem and upcoming events at www.salemluth.org. They can also be
found on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/salemluth/. Salem Lutheran is located at
11 W. Bernard St. in West St Paul.

Taste & Experience
Saturday, April 23, 5-7 p.m. | St Stephen’s Fellowship Hall
Come join Lutheran Mideast Development for one of the meals that
brought peace and welcome to Syrian refugees in Turkey!
Hear how cooking together, telling stories about recipes and sitting
down together replaced fear with trust, and helped integrate refugees
into their new surroundings.
You are invited—invite your family and friends. Lutheran Mideast’s International Director with more than
35 years in the field will share via Zoom compelling and hope-filled stories from our work in the Middle East.
Come, be encouraged! Please RSVP before April 18th by using this SignUpGenius link
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0945ADA822AAFB6-taste or call us at 651-457-6541.

PLEASE NOTE: Links included in the eUpdate are not active—
watch for a separate email that contains resources available
and active links all in one handy document.
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