
St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 
Worship Service with Holy Communion and Holy Baptism 

Easter Vigil, April 16, 2022  6:30 p.m. 



WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP 

 Gathering 

 Words of Welcome and Announcements 

* Singing Bowl 

 Silence is kept for reflection. 

* Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

the love of God, and the communion  

of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

Sisters and brothers in Christ,  

on this most holy night  

when our Savior Jesus Christ passed from death to life,  

we gather with the church throughout the world in vigil and prayer.  

This is the passover of Jesus Christ.  

Through light and the word, through water and oil,  

bread and wine, we proclaim Christ’s death and resurrection,  

share Christ’s triumph over sin and death,  

and await Christ’s coming again in glory. 

 

Let us pray. 

Eternal God, in Jesus Christ  

you have given the light of life to all the world.  

Bless this new fire,  

and increase in us a desire to shine forth  

with the brightness of Christ’s rising,  

until we feast at the banquet of eternal light;  

through the Sun of righteousness,  

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Christ, yesterday and today, 

the beginning and the ending. 

To Christ belongs all time 

and all the ages; 

to Christ belongs glory and dominion 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 

Easter Vigil Service 

Worship Service with Holy Communion and Holy Baptism 

This is the night of salvation! At the Vigil of Easter, we gather around fire, word, water, bread, and wine, pro-
claiming through story and song that ours is a God who continuously brings life out of death. On this night we 
experience again the heart of God’s baptismal promise and the center of our faith: we are claimed and cleansed, 
renewed in the death and resurrection of Christ. We gather with all the saints of every time and place to cele-
brate the good news: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! [Reprinted with permission: Sunday and Seasons © 2021 Augsburg  

Fortress] 



The light of Christ, rising in glory, 

dispel the darkness of our hearts and minds. 

 

PROCESSION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[Procession Continues] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[Procession Continues] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* Song                                                       “Here I Am to Worship” Hughes 

Verse 1 

Light of the world 

You stepped down into darkness 

Opened my eyes let me see 

Beauty that made 

This heart adore You 

Hope of a life spent with You 

 

Chorus 

So here I am to worship 

Here I am to bow down 

Here I am to say that You're my God 

And You're altogether lovely 

Altogether worthy 

Altogether wonderful to me 

 

Verse 2 

King of all days 

Oh so highly exalted 

Glorious in heaven above 

Humbly You came 

To the earth You created 

All for love's sake became poor 
 



Bridge 

And I'll never know how much it cost 

To see my sin upon that cross 

And I'll never know how much it cost 

To see my sin upon that cross 

 CCLI Song # 3266032.  Tim Hughes. © 2000 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 

 For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

 CCLI License # 1664009 

 

[Worshippers are invited to extinguish their candles.] 

 

 [Video: Beautiful Sunrise] Miles to Go 

* Easter Proclamation 

Rejoice, now, all heavenly powers! Sing, choirs of angels! 

Exult, all creation around God’s throne! Jesus Christ is risen! 

Celebrate the divine mysteries with exultation; 

and for so great a victory, sound the trumpet of salvation. 

Rejoice, O earth, in shining splendor, 

radiant in the brightness of your king! 

Christ has conquered! Glory fills you! Darkness vanishes forever. 

Rejoice, O holy church! Exult in glory! The risen Savior shines upon you! 

Let this place resound with joy, 

echoing the mighty song of all God’s people. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that with full devotion of heart and mind and voice 

we should praise the invisible God, and the only Son, Jesus Christ our Lord; 

who, by his precious blood, redeemed us from bondage to the ancient sin. 

For this indeed is the Paschal Feast in which the true Lamb is slain, 

by whose blood the doorposts of the faithful are made holy. 

 

Leader: This is the night 

Congregation: This is the night 

in which, in ancient times, 

you delivered our forebears, the children of Israel, 

and led them, dry-shod, through the sea. 

Leader: This is the night 

Congregation: This is the night 

in which the darkness of sin has been purged away by the rising brightness. 

Leader: This is the night 

Congregation: This is the night 

in which all who believe in Christ are rescued from evil and the gloom of sin, 

are renewed in grace, and are restored to holiness. 
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Leader: This is the night 

Congregation: This is the night 

in which, breaking the chains of death, Christ arises from hell in triumph. 

O night truly blessed which alone was worthy to know 

the time and hour in which Christ arose again from hell! 

Leader: This is the night 

Congregation: This is the night 

of which it is written: “The night is as clear as the day,” 

and, “then shall my night be turned into day.” 

The holiness of this night puts to flight the deeds of wickedness; 

washes away sin; restores innocence to the fallen, 

and joy to those who mourn; casts out hate; brings peace; 

and humbles earthly pride. 

 

Therefore, in this night of grace, 

receive, O God, our praise and thanksgiving 

for the light of the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

reflected in the burning of this candle. 

We sing the glories of this pillar of fire, 

the brightness of which is not diminished 

even when its light is divided and borrowed. 

For it is fed by the melting wax which the bees, your servants, 

have made for the substance of this candle. 

Leader: This is the night 

Congregation: This is the night 

in which heaven and earth are joined—things human and things divine. 

 

We, therefore, pray to you, O God, 

that this candle, burning to the honor of your name, 

will continue to vanquish the darkness of night 

and be mingled with the lights of heaven. 

May Christ the Morning Star find it burning, 

that Morning Star who never sets, 

that Morning Star who, rising from the grave, 

faithfully sheds light on the whole human race. 

 

And we pray, O God, rule, govern, and preserve 

with your continual protection your whole church, 

giving us peace in this time of our paschal rejoicing; 

through the same Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

* Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

O God,  

you are the creator of the world,  

the liberator of your people,  

and the wisdom of the earth.  

By the resurrection of your Son  

free us from our fears,  

restore us in your image,  

and ignite us with your light,  

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  

who lives and reigns with you  

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 



WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 

 [Video: Genesis Creation of the World-NLFC - Video replaces reading.]  

 First Reading                                                     Creation Genesis 1:1—2:4a 

1 In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2 the earth was a formless void and 

darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 

3 Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light. 4 And God saw that the light was good; and 

God separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light Day, and the darkness he called 

Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 6 And God said, "Let there be a 

dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters." 7 So God made the 

dome and separated the waters that were under the dome from the waters that were above the dome. 

And it was so. 8 God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the second 

day. 9 And God said, "Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the 

dry land appear." And it was so. 10 God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered 

together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 11 Then God said, "Let the earth put forth  

vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in 

it." And it was so. 12 The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, and trees 

of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. 13 And there was  

evening and there was morning, the third day. 14 And God said, "Let there be lights in the dome of the 

sky to separate the day from the night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and 

years, 15 and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth." And it was so. 

16 God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the 

night—and the stars. 17 God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, 18 to rule 

over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was 

good. 19 And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day. 20 And God said, "Let the  

waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the dome of the 

sky." 21 So God created the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind, 

with which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 

22 God blessed them, saying, "Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds  

multiply on the earth." 23 And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 24 And God 

said, "Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things and wild  

animals of the earth of every kind." And it was so. 25 God made the wild animals of the earth of every 

kind, and the cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God 

saw that it was good. 26 Then God said, "Let us make humankind in our image, according to our like-

ness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the 

cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the 

earth." 27 So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and  

female he created them. 28 God blessed them, and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill 

the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and 

over every living thing that moves upon the earth." 29 God said, "See, I have given you every plant 

yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have 

them for food. 30 And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that 

creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food." 

And it was so. 31 God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was 

evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 1 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all 

their multitude. 2 And on the seventh day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on 

the seventh day from all the work that he had done. 3 So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed 

it, because on it God rested from all the work that he had done in creation. 4 These are the genera-

tions of the heavens and the earth when they were created. 

 Prayer 

Wonderful, Almighty God, 

you created humanity, and restored it. 

In your mercy, let us share  

your divine life and our humanity, 

through Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 



 Song                                                     “How Great Is Our God” Tomlin, Reeves & Cash 

Verse 1 

The splendor of the King 

Clothed in majesty 

Let all the earth rejoice 

All the earth rejoice 

He wraps Himself in light 

And darkness tries to hide 

And trembles at His voice 

And trembles at His voice 
 

Chorus 

How great is our God 

Sing with me 

How great is our God 

And all will see how great 

How great is our God 
 

Verse 2 

And age to age He stands 

And time is in His hands 

Beginning and the End 

Beginning and the End 

The Godhead three in one 

Father Spirit Son 

The Lion and the Lamb 

The Lion and the Lamb 
 

Bridge 

Name above all names 

Worthy of all praise 

My heart will sing 

How great is our God 

 CCLI Song # 4348399.  Chris Tomlin | Ed Cash | Jesse Reeves 
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 Second Reading                                  Deliverance at the Red Sea Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-21 

10 As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the Egyptians advancing on them. 

In great fear the Israelites cried out to the LORD. 11 They said to Moses, "Was it because there were no 

graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What have you done to us, 

bringing us out of Egypt? 12 Is this not the very thing we told you in Egypt, 'Let us alone and let us 

serve the Egyptians'? For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the  

wilderness." 13 But Moses said to the people, "Do not be afraid, stand firm, and see the deliverance 

that the LORD will accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians whom you see today you shall never see 

again. 14 The LORD will fight for you, and you have only to keep still." 15 Then the LORD said to Moses, 

"Why do you cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to go forward. 16 But you lift up your staff, and stretch 

out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the Israelites may go into the sea on dry ground. 

17 Then I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go in after them; and so I will gain 

glory for myself over Pharaoh and all his army, his chariots, and his chariot drivers. 18 And the  

Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD, when I have gained glory for myself over Pharaoh, his  

chariots, and his chariot drivers." 19 The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved 

and went behind them; and the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and took its place behind 

them. 20 It came between the army of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with 

the darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not come near the other all night. 21 Then Moses 

stretched out his hand over the sea. The LORD drove the sea back by a strong east wind all night, and 

turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were divided. 22 The Israelites went into the sea on dry 

ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. 23 The Egyptians pursued, 

and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh's horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. 24 At the  

morning watch the LORD in the pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon the Egyptian army, and 



threw the Egyptian army into panic. 25 He clogged their chariot wheels so that they turned with  

difficulty. The Egyptians said, "Let us flee from the Israelites, for the LORD is fighting for them against 

Egypt." 26 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water may 

come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers." 27 So Moses stretched out his 

hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, 

the LORD tossed the Egyptians into the sea. 28 The waters returned and covered the chariots and the 

chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea; not one of them  

remained. 29 But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters forming a wall for 

them on their right and on their left. 30 Thus the LORD saved  Israel that day from the Egyptians; and 

Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. 31 Israel saw the great work that the LORD did against 

the Egyptians. So the people feared the LORD and believed in the LORD and in his servant Moses. 

20 Then the prophet Miriam, Aaron's sister, took a tambourine in her hand; and all the women went 

out after her with tambourines and with dancing. 21 And Miriam sang to them: "Sing to the LORD, for 

he has triumphed gloriously; horse and rider he has thrown into the sea." 

 

 Prayer 

God, just as you delivered the Israelites from slavery 

through the waters of the Red Sea, 

you deliver us from our own slavery  

through the waters of our baptism. 

Amen. 

 Song                                                   “Come to the Water of Life” Foley 

O let all who thirst, 

let them come to the water. 

And let all who have nothing, 

let them come to the Lord: 

without money, without price. 

Why should you pay the price,  

except for the Lord? 
 

And let all who seek,  

let them come to the water. 

And let all who have nothing, 

let them come to the Lord: 

without money, without strife. 

Why should you spend your life, 

except for the Lord? 
 

And let all who toil, 

let them come to the water. 

And let all who are weary, 

let them come to the Lord: 

all who labor, without rest. 

How can your soul find rest, 

except for the Lord? 
 

And let all the poor, 

let them come to the water, 

Bring the ones who are laden, 

bring them all to the Lord: 

bring the children without might. 

Easy the load and light: 

come to the Lord. 

 

 Text: Based on Isaiah 55:1–2; Matthew 11:28–30.  

 Text and music © 1978, John B. Foley, S.J., and OCP. All rights reserved. 

 Used by permission under ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364  



 Third Reading                                 Salvation Freely Offered to All Isaiah 55:1-11 

1 Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no money, come, buy and eat! 

Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. 2 Why do you spend your money for that 

which is not bread, and your labor for that which does not satisfy? Listen carefully to me, and eat what 

is good, and delight yourselves in rich food. 3 Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you 

may live. I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David. 4 See, I made 

him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples. 5 See, you shall call nations 

that you do not know, and nations that do not know you shall run to you, because of the LORD your 

God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you. 6 Seek the LORD while he may be found, call upon 

him while he is near; 7 let the wicked forsake their way, and the unrighteous their thoughts; let them 

return to the LORD, that he may have mercy on them, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 

8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD. 9 For as the  

heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your 

thoughts. 10 For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return there until they 

have watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the 

eater, 11 so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it 

shall accomplish that which I purpose, and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 

 Prayer 

God, you create all things and renew all things 

through the water of life 

you gave for our thirsty souls. 

Amen. 

 Song                                              “10,000 Reasons (Bless The Lord)” Myrin & Redman 

Chorus 

Bless the Lord O my soul O my soul 

Worship His holy name 

Sing like never before O my soul 

I'll worship Your holy name 
 

Verse 1 

The sun comes up it's a new day dawning 

It's time to sing Your song again 

Whatever may pass and whatever lies before me 

Let me be singing when the evening comes 
 

Verse 2 

You're rich in love and You're slow to anger 

Your name is great and Your heart is kind 

For all Your goodness I will keep on singing 

Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find 
 

Verse 3 

And on that day when my strength is failing 

The end draws near and my time has come 

Still my soul will sing Your praise unending 

Ten thousand years and then forevermore 
 

Tag 

Worship Your holy name 

Lord I'll worship Your holy name 
 

Ending 

Sing like never before O my soul 

I'll worship Your holy name 

Worship Your holy name 

Worship Your holy name 

 CCLI Song # 6016351.  Jonas Myrin | Matt Redman 
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 CCLI License # 1664009 



 Fourth Reading                            Deliverance From the Fiery Furnace Daniel 3:1-29 

1 King Nebuchadnezzar made a golden statue whose height was sixty cubits and whose width was six 

cubits; he set it up on the plain of Dura in the province of Babylon. 2 Then King Nebuchadnezzar sent 

for the satraps, the prefects, and the governors, the counselors, the treasurers, the justices, the  

magistrates, and all the officials of the provinces, to assemble and come to the dedication of the  

statue that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 3 So the satraps, the prefects, and the governors, the 

counselors, the treasurers, the justices, the magistrates, and all the officials of the provinces,  

assembled for the dedication of the statue that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. When they were 

standing before the statue that Nebuchadnezzar had set up, 4 the herald proclaimed aloud, "You are 

commanded, O peoples, nations, and languages, 5 that when you hear the sound of the horn, pipe, 

lyre, trigon, harp, drum, and entire musical ensemble, you are to fall down and worship the golden 

statue that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up. 6 Whoever does not fall down and worship shall  

immediately be thrown into a furnace of blazing fire." 7 Therefore, as soon as all the peoples heard 

the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, drum, and entire musical ensemble, all the peoples, 

nations, and languages fell down and worshiped the golden statue that King Nebuchadnezzar had set 

up. 8 Accordingly, at this time certain Chaldeans came forward and denounced the Jews. 9 They said 

to King Nebuchadnezzar, "O king, live forever! 10 You, O king, have made a decree, that everyone who 

hears the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, drum, and entire musical ensemble, shall fall 

down and worship the golden statue, 11 and whoever does not fall down and worship shall be thrown 

into a furnace of blazing fire. 12 There are certain Jews whom you have appointed over the affairs of 

the province of Babylon: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. These pay no heed to you, O king. They 

do not serve your gods and they do not worship the golden statue that you have set up." 13 Then  

Nebuchadnezzar in furious rage commanded that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego be brought in; 

so they brought those men before the king. 14 Nebuchadnezzar said to them, "Is it true, O Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abednego, that you do not serve my gods and you do not worship the golden statue 

that I have set up? 15 Now if you are ready when you hear the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, 

harp, drum, and entire musical ensemble to fall down and worship the statue that I have made, well 

and good. But if you do not worship, you shall immediately be thrown into a furnace of blazing fire, 

and who is the god that will deliver you out of my hands?" 16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego  

answered the king, "O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to present a defense to you in this matter. 

17 If our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the furnace of blazing fire and out of your 

hand, O king, let him deliver us. 18 But if not, be it known to you, O king, that we will not serve your 

gods and we will not worship the golden statue that you have set up." 19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was 

so filled with rage against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego that his face was distorted. He ordered 

the furnace heated up seven times more than was customary, 20 and ordered some of the strongest 

guards in his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego and to throw them into the furnace of 

blazing fire. 21 So the men were bound, still wearing their tunics, their trousers, their hats, and their 

other garments, and they were thrown into the furnace of blazing fire. 22 Because the king's command 

was urgent and the furnace was so overheated, the raging flames killed the men who lifted Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abednego. 23 But the three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell down, bound, 

into the furnace of blazing fire. 24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished and rose up quickly. He 

said to his counselors, "Was it not three men that we threw bound into the fire?" They answered the 

king, "True, O king." 25 He replied, "But I see four men unbound, walking in the middle of the fire, and 

they are not hurt; and the fourth has the appearance of a god." 26 Nebuchadnezzar then approached 

the door of the furnace of blazing fire and said, "Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, servants of the 

Most High God, come out! Come here!" So Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego came out from the fire. 

27 And the satraps, the prefects, the governors, and the king's counselors gathered together and saw 

that the fire had not had any power over the bodies of those men; the hair of their heads was not 

singed, their tunics were not harmed, and not even the smell of fire came from them. 

28 Nebuchadnezzar said, "Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who has sent his 

angel and delivered his servants who trusted in him. They disobeyed the king's command and yielded 

up their bodies rather than serve and worship any god except their own God. 29 Therefore I make a 

decree: Any people, nation, or language that utters blasphemy against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, 

and Abednego shall be torn limb from limb, and their houses laid in ruins; for there is no other god 

who is able to deliver in this way." 



 Prayer 

God, our only hope lies in you. 

By your grace, increase our devotion 

to stand firm in life’s hardships and tears. 

Amen. 

 Gospel Acclamation                                     “Victory Chant” Vogels 

 

Verse 1 

Hail Jesus You're my King (Echo—Hail Jesus You're my King) 

Your life frees me to sing (Echo—Your life frees me to sing) 

I will praise You all my days (Echo—I will praise You all my days) 

You're perfect in all Your ways (Echo—You're perfect in all Your ways) 

 

Verse 2 

Hail Jesus You're my Lord (Echo—Hail Jesus You’re my Lord) 

I will obey Your word (Echo—I will obey Your word) 

I want to see Your kingdom come (Echo—I want to see Your kingdom come) 

Not my will but Yours be done (Echo—Not my will but Yours be done) 
 

Verse 3 

Glory glory to the Lamb (Echo—Glory glory to the Lamb) 

You take me into the land (Echo—You take me into the land) 

We will conquer in Your name (Echo—We will conquer in Your name) 

And proclaim that Jesus reigns (Echo—And proclaim that Jesus reigns) 

 

Ending 

And Proclaim that Jesus Reigns 

 CCLI Song # 23873.  Joseph Vogels 

 © 1985 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing  

 (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc.) 
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The Holy Gospel According to John, 

Glory to You, O Lord 

 

 Gospel                                          Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene John 20:1-18 

1 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw 

that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 2 So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other 

disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, "They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and 

we do not know where they have laid him." 3 Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went to-

ward the tomb. 4 The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the 

tomb first. 5 He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. 

6 Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying 

there, 7 and the cloth that had been on Jesus' head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in 

a place by itself. 8 Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and 

believed; 9 for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10 Then 

the disciples returned to their homes. 11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she 

bent over to look into the tomb; 12 and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus 

had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. 13 They said to her, "Woman, why are you 

weeping?" She said to them, "They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid 

him." 14 When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not 

know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking 

for?" Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, "Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me 

where you have laid him, and I will take him away." 16 Jesus said to her, "Mary!" She turned and said to 

him in Hebrew, "Rabbouni!" (which means Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, "Do not hold on to me, be-

cause I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, 'I am ascending 

to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.'" 18 Mary Magdalene went and announced to 

the disciples, "I have seen the Lord"; and she told them that he had said these things to her. 

The Gospel of the Lord, 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 Meditation  Pastor John 



 Hymn                                                         “Jesus Loves Me!” ELW #595 vs. 1 

Jesus loves me! this I know, 

for the Bible tells me so; 

little ones to him belong, 

they are weak, but he is strong. 
 

Refrain 

Yes, Jesus loves me, 

yes, Jesus loves me, 

yes, Jesus loves me, 

the Bible tells me so. 

 Baptism: Richy Rabanus ELW Pages 227-231 

 Hymn                                                          “Jesus Loves Me!” ELW #595 vs. 2 

Jesus loves me! he who died 

heaven's gates to open wide; 

he will wash away my sin, 

let his little child come in. 
 

Refrain 

Yes, Jesus loves me, 

yes, Jesus loves me, 

yes, Jesus loves me, 

the Bible tells me so. 

 Text: Anna B. Warner, 1820-1915, alt. 

 Music: William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868 

  All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. Public Domain  

* Prayers of Intercession 

 Petition response      Leader: … Lord in your mercy,  

                                                           hear our prayer. 

* Sharing the Peace 

The peace of the Lord be with you.   

And also with you. 

* Offering  

* Offertory Prayer 

Blessed are you, O God, 

ruler of heaven and earth. 

Day by day you shower us with blessings. 

As you have raised us to new life in Christ, 

give us glad and generous hearts, 

ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

* Words of Institution 

* Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

   on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

   who trespass against us; 

 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

  forever and ever.   Amen. 



* Invitation to Communion 

The risen Christ dwells with us here. 

All who are hungry, all who are thirsty, come. 

 Distribution   

                                                       “You Are My King (Amazing Love)” Foote 

Verse (x2) 

I'm forgiven 

Because You were forsaken 

I'm accepted 

You were condemned 

I'm alive and well 

Your Spirit is within me 

Because You died 

And rose again 
 

Chorus (x2) 

Amazing love 

How can it be 

That You my King 

Would die for me 

Amazing love 

I know it's true 

It's my joy to honor You 

In all I do I honor You 
 

Bridge 

You are my King 

You are my King 

Jesus You are my King 

Jesus You are my King (Chorus) 

 CCLI Song # 2456623.  Billy J. Foote 

 © 1996 worshiptogether.com songs (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 

 For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

 CLI License # 1664009 

* Communion Blessing 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

Strengthens you and keeps you in his grace.  Amen. 

* Prayer after Communion 

We give you thanks, generous God, 

for in this bread and cup 

we have tasted the new heaven and earth 

where hunger and thirst are no more. 

Send us from this table as witnesses to the resurrection, 

that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 

WE GO INTO THE WORLD 

* Blessing 

God, the Author of life, 

Christ, the living Cornerstone, 

and the life-giving Spirit of adoption, 

☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 



* Sending Song                                         “This Is Amazing Grace” Riddle, Farro, Wickham 

Verse 1 

Who breaks the power of sin and darkness 

Whose love is mighty and so much stronger 

The King of Glory the King above all kings 
 

Verse 2 

Who shakes the whole earth with holy thunder 

And leaves us breathless in awe and wonder 

The King of Glory the King above all kings 
 

Chorus 

(Yeah) (Oh) This is amazing grace 

This is unfailing love 

That You would take my place 

That You would bear my cross 

You laid down Your life 

That I would be set free 

Oh Jesus I sing for all that You've done for me 

 

Verse 3 

Who brings our chaos back into order 

Who makes the orphan a son and daughter 

The King of Glory the King of Glory 
 

Verse 4 

Who rules the nations with truth and justice 

Shines like the sun in all of its brilliance 

The King of Glory the King above all kings 
 

Bridge 

Worthy is the Lamb who was slain 

Worthy is the King who conquered the grave 

Worthy is the Lamb who was slain 

Worthy is the King who conquered the grave 

Worthy is the Lamb who was slain 

Worthy is the King who conquered the grave 

Worthy is the Lamb who was slain 

Worthy worthy worthy 

 CCLI Song # 6333821.  Jeremy Riddle | Josh Farro | Phil Wickham 

 © 2012 Phil Wickham Music (Admin. by BMG Rights Management [c/o Music Services, Inc.]) 

 Seems Like Music (Admin. by BMG Rights Management [c/o Music Services, Inc.]) 

 Sing My Songs (Admin. by BMG Rights Management [c/o Music Services, Inc.]) 

 Bethel Music Publishing. WC Music Corp.  

 For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

 CCLI License # 1664009 

* Dismissal 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Go in peace. Tell what God has done. 

Thanks be to God. 

◙ 



Easter Flower Dedications 
 

 In loving memory of Donald (Andy) Anderson 

  given by Betsy Anderson 
 

 In loving memory of Bob Bonine 
  given by Kathie Bonine 

 

 In loving memory of Loved Ones 

  given by The Canniff Family 
 

 In honor of Loved Ones 

  given by Brett and Janice Culver 
 

 In loving memory of Janet’s sister Karen 

  given by Tim and Janet Gibson 

 

 In celebration of our nieces and nephews: Patrick, Kelly, Taylor, Jackson, 

  Sam, Aaron, Jessica, Lauren and Alyssa 
  given by John and Brenda Gieser 
 

 In loving memory of Jim Murphy, Tom Murphy and Geri Goetzke 

  given by Norm and Paula Goetzke 

 

 In loving memory of Loved Ones  
  given by The Gregory Family 
 

 In honor of God’s Love 
  given by Mary Jo Martinek and Chris Martinek 
 

 In loving memory of Hedy Schoenhard 

  given by Mary Molumby 

 

 In loving memory of Mary Kay Nelson 

  given by Ron, Kristy, Becky, and families 
 

 In loving memory of Kathy and Jim’s Parents 

  given by Kathy and Jim Packer 

 

 In loving memory of Donna Scholz, Donald and Margaret Fortney 
  given by Jan Perkins 

 In loving memory of Don and Diane Johnson 

  given by Jeannie, Joel, Lynn and Families 

 

 In loving memory of Linda Marie and parents Bev Van Pelt and Jim Van Pelt 

  given by Lori Ritt 
 

 In honor of our grandson, Miles Snider Nickerson 
  given by John and Polly Snider 
 

 In honor of our granddaughter, Marie Ella Johnson 
  given by John and Polly Snider 
 

 In loving memory of Adam Stenhaug and Jan Stenhaug 

  given by Don Stenhaug 



 

Easter Flower Dedications 
 

 

 In loving memory of Dottie Strandberg 

  given by Dwayne, Sue, Kevin and Chris 
 

 In loving memory of my husband Bob 

  given by Shirley Theno 
 

 In loving memory of our fathers Gene and Tom Sr. 
  given by Tom and Teresa Tschida 

 

 In loving memory of Gordon Peterson and Kirk Peterson 
  given by Jenny and Loren Van Pelt 
 

 In loving memory of Beverly Van Pelt and James Van Pelt 

  given by Jenny and Loren Van Pelt 

◙ 



Jesus said …   

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer.” 
Please include the following people in your prayers this week:  

Dwayne Strandberg, Merwin Perkins, Barb Ihle, Phil Mead, Jim Lamont, 

Rich Rabanus, Roger Quick, LaMoyne Wencel, 

Shawn Haarstad, Sara Oberg and Family, Janet Greengard, 

Laura Walsh (Snider), Richard Morton (Snider),  

Barbara Parker (Saari), Tiffany (Van Pelt), Diane Saari, Ken Peterson. 
 

Each week different families will be included in special prayers.  

Please hold in your prayers:   

Sandra Becker, Jennifer Becker, Thelma Yess, 

John, Michelle, Nara and Tanner Anderson, 

Tom, Teresa, Ben, Adam and Emily Tschida, 

Keith and Rhonda Stein 
 

Each week different missions that St. Stephen’s support through our  

Sunday offerings. This week we offer prayers for  

The Saint Paul Area Synod 

The Saint Paul Area Synod is made up of congregations, 

mission starts and institutions committed to growing in faith 

and trust in Jesus Christ. Living out of our identity as Lutheran, 

we recognize we are grasped by grace and are free to devote 

our energy to being church in a way that is rooted in tradition 

and open to experimentation. 
 

We also offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ  

in the villages of Iwonde and Ihimbo, Tanzania. 
 

We pray for residents and staff of group homes 

and care facilities, and all healthcare workers. 
 

We pray also for those away from home serving in the military:  

Tim Anderson, Ben Appenzeller, Nick Appenzeller, Jeremy Eittreim,  

Matthew Eittreim, Zachary Ericson, Sam Gieser, Troy Hoban, Tricia Howe,  

Adam Kenny, Nick Lane, Peter D. J. McKenzie, Donald McKenzie, Christopher Meyers,  

Gene Morton, Sam Paton, Andrew Reed, Lindsey Willwerscheid. (Please help us keep our military 

member listing up to date. Thank you.) 

 

St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that  

this list is placed inside everyone’s Bible or devotional material.  All prayer requests will  

be listed for three weeks.  Please contact the church office if additional time is needed. 
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