St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
Worship Service with Stations of the Cross
Good Friday, April 15, 2022  6:30 p.m.

Welcome to Good Friday at St Stephen's Lutheran Church ...
As we've gone through this day, going about our tasks ... maybe at work or at home ... today
has seemed different. Maybe a little off, or heavy, quiet, overshadowing ... we know that
today marks the day that the Christians all around the world acknowledge Jesus Christ, and
His crucifixion and death on the cross. Tonight we solemnly gather to recognize that His death
and sacrifice is a culmination of God's promise of love, redemption and grace for each of
us. Tonight we pause, and hear, and observe the eight Stations of the Cross, from Jesus'
condemnation to death, to death and removal from the cross. We sing, we pray, and we are
reminded of such a great love and sacrifice given for us ... John 3:16 echoes in our minds and
throughout our whole being that "For GOD so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten
Son, Jesus Christ, that whosoever believes in him should not perish, but have everlasting life".
THANKS BE TO GOD FOR THE GIFT OF HIS SON,
JESUS CHRIST, OUR LORD AND SAVIOR!
- Bryon Dockter, Director of Worship

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
Good Friday
Worship Service with Stations of the Cross
Life and death stand side by side as we enter into Good Friday. In John’s passion account, Jesus reveals the
power and glory of God, even as he is put on trial and sentenced to death. Standing with the disciples at the foot
of the cross, we pray for the whole world in the ancient bidding prayer, as Christ’s death offers life to all. We
gather in solemn devotion, but always with the promise that the tree around which we assemble is indeed a tree
of life. We depart silently, and we anticipate the culmination of the Three Days in the Easter Vigil. [Reprinted with
permission: Sunday and Seasons © 2021 Augsburg Fortress]

GATHERING
Prelude

Fantasia for the 51st Psalm “Be Merciful to Me, O God”

Jan Zwart
1877-1937

Welcome
* Singing Bowl
Silence is kept for reflection.

WE GIVE OUR PRAISE
* Hymn
“O Sacred Head, Now Wounded”
O sacred head, now wounded,
with grief and shame weighed down,
now scornfully surrounded
with thorns, thine only crown;
O sacred head, what glory,
what bliss till now was thine!
Yet, though despised and gory,
I joy to call thee mine.

ELW #351 vs. 1, 2, 3

How pale thou art with anguish,
with sore abuse and scorn;
how does thy face now languish,
which once was bright as morn!
Thy grief and bitter passion
were all for sinners' gain;
mine, mine was the transgression,
but thine the deadly pain.
What language shall I borrow
to thank thee, dearest friend,
for this thy dying sorrow,
thy pity without end?
Oh, make me thine forever,
and should I fainting be,
Lord, let me never, never
outlive my love to thee.
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–1676, based on Arnulf of Louvain, d. 1250; tr. composite
Music: German melody, c. 1500; adapt. Hans Leo Hassler, 1564-1612;
Arr. Johann Sebastian Bach, 1685-1750
All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. Public Domain

* Apostolic Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
* Prayer of the Day
Merciful God,
your Son was lifted up on the cross
to draw all people to himself.
Grant that we who have been born out of his wounded side
may at all times find mercy in him,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

THE ROAD TO GOLTOTHA
Christ
Speaks

These eight steps that I am about to walk,
please walk with me.
We are truly one—
And, therefore, my way of the cross 2,000 years ago
and your “way” now are also one.
But note this difference. My calling was incomplete
until I crowned it by my death and rising to life again.
Your calling will only be complete when you have
crowned it with my gift of life.

The First Station—Jesus is Condemned to Death
The
Scripture
Speaks
Matthew
27:24-26 ESU

So when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather that a riot
was beginning, he took water and washed his hands before the crowd,
saying, “I am innocent of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.” And
all the people answered, “His blood be on us and on our children”
Then he released for them Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus,
delivered him to be crucified.

We
Reply

My Jesus, Lord,
obedience cost you your life
and you have asked us to follow.
How hard it is for me.
Remove the blinders from my eyes
that I may see that it is you
whom I obey.

Brief moment of silence.
Narrator

O Savior of the world,
by your cross and precious blood
you have redeemed us.

We
Reply

Save us and help us,
we pray to you, O Lord.

Music

“Eternal Lord of Love, Behold Your Church”

ELW #321 vs. 1

Eternal Lord of love, behold your church
walking once more the pilgrim way of Lent,
led by your cloud by day, by night your fire,
moved by your love and toward your presence bent:
far off yet here—the goal of all desire.
Text: Thomas H. Cain, b. 1931-2003; Text © Thomas H. Cain.
Music: Trente quatre pseaumes de David, Geneva, 1551
All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

The Second Station—Jesus Receives the Cross
The
Scripture
Speaks
Matthew
27:27-31ESU

Then the soldiers of the Governor took Jesus into the praetorium, and
they gathered the whole battalion before him. And they stripped him
and put a scarlet robe upon him, and plaiting a crown of thorns they
put it on his head, and put a reed in his right hand. And kneeling before
him they mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews.” And they spat upon
him, and took the reed and struck him on the head. And when they had
mocked him they stripped him of the robe, and put his own clothes on him,
and led him away to crucify him.

We
Reply

My Jesus, Lord,
I take my daily cross.
I welcome the challenges that often mark my day;
the choices, and the temptations not to choose,
the hopes and disappointments,
the successes and setbacks,
the tensions and cares,
which lead me to acknowledge
my dependence on you.
Remind me
that in carrying my cross,
I carry yours with you.
And, though I bear a sliver only of your cross,
you carry all of mine.

Brief moment of silence.
Narrator

O Savior of the world,
by your cross and precious blood
you have redeemed us.

We
Reply

Save us and help us,
we pray to you, O Lord.

Music

“Eternal Lord of Love, Behold Your Church”

ELW #321 vs. 2

So daily dying to the way of self,
so daily living to your way of love,
we walk the road, Lord Jesus, that you trod,
knowing ourselves baptized into your death:
so we are dead and live with you in God.
Text: Thomas H. Cain, b. 1931-2003; Text © Thomas H. Cain.
Music: Trente quatre pseaumes de David, Geneva, 1551
All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

The Third Station—The Cross is Laid on Simon of Cyrene
The
Scripture
Speaks
Matthew
27:32-34 ESU

And they compelled a passer-by, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming in
from the country, the father of Alexander and Rufus, to carry his cross.
And they brought him to the place called Golgotha (which means the place
of a skull). And they offered him wine mingled with myrrh; but he did not
take it.

We
Reply

Lord, make me realize that every time I dry a dish,
pick up an object off the floor,
assist a child in some small task,
or give another preference in traffic or the store;
each time I feed the hungry,
clothe the naked,
teach others,
or lend my hand in any way—
it matters not to whom—
my name is Simon.
And the kindness I extend to them,
I really give to you.

Brief moment of silence.
Narrator

O Savior of the world,
by your cross and precious blood
you have redeemed us.

We
Reply

Save us and help us,
we pray to you, O Lord.

Music

“Eternal Lord of Love, Behold Your Church”

ELW #321 vs. 3

If dead in you, so in you we arise,
you the firstborn of all the faithful dead;
and as through stony ground the green shoots break,
glorious in springtime dress of leaf and flow'r,
so into life and glory shall we wake.
Text: Thomas H. Cain, b. 1931-2003; Text © Thomas H. Cain.
Music: Trente quatre pseaumes de David, Geneva, 1551
All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

The Fourth Station—The Women Mourn for Jesus
The
Scripture
Speaks
Luke
23:37-31

And there followed him a great multitude of the people, and of women who
bewailed and lamented him. But Jesus, turning to them said, “Daughters of
Jerusalem, do not weep for me. But weep for yourselves and for your
children. For behold, the days are coming when they say, ‘Blessed are the
barren, and the wombs that never bore, and the breasts that never gave
nourishment!’ Then they will begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us’ and
to the hills, ‘Cover us.’ For if they do this when the wood is green what will
happen when it is dry?”

We
Reply

My Jesus,
your compassion leaves me without words.
Lord, teach me,
help me learn.
Even in your darkest hour and in pain
you love us and give us urgency
in our concern for others.
Lord,
help us to love,
even as you have loved us.

Brief moment of silence.
Narrator

O Savior of the world,
by your cross and precious blood
you have redeemed us.

We
Reply

Save us and help us,
we pray to you, O Lord.

Music

Improvisation on “He Shall Feed His Flock”

arr. Gerrit Lamain
George Frideric Handel 1685-1759
Messiah—Part I

The Fifth Station—Jesus Is Stripped of His Garments
The
Scripture
Speaks
John
19:23-24

When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his garments and made
four parts, one for each soldier; also his tunic. But the tunic was without
seam, woven from top to bottom; so they said to one another, “Let us not
tear it, but cast lots for it to see whose it shall be.” This was to fulfill the
scriptures, “They parted my garments among them, and for my clothing
they cast lots.”

We
Reply

My Lord,
I offer you my all—
whatever I possess,
and
my very self.
Detach me from the craving for prestige, position, and wealth.
Root out of me all traces of envy of my neighbor who has more than I.
Release me from the vice of pride,
my longing to exalt myself,
and lead me to the lowest place.
May I be poor in spirit, Lord,
so that I can be rich in you.

Brief moment of silence.
Narrator

O Savior of the world,
by your cross and precious blood
you have redeemed us.

We
Reply

Save us and help us,
we pray to you, O Lord.

Music

Improvisation on “He Shall Feed His Flock”

arr. Gerrit Lamain
George Frideric Handel 1685-1759
Messiah—Part II

The Sixth Station—Jesus Is Nailed to the Cross
The
Scripture
Speaks
Luke
23:33-34, 38
ESU

And when they came to the place which is called The Skull, there they
crucified him, and the criminals, one on the right and one on the left.
And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.”
And they cast lots to divide his garments. There was also an inscription
over him, “This is the King of the Jews.”

We
Reply

My God,
I look at you and think:
is my soul worth this much?
What can I give you in return?
Help me accept
your forgiveness
and the strength which that imparts
in times of temptation
and times of suffering
for all my living, and in my dying.

Brief moment of silence.
Narrator

O Savior of the world,
by your cross and precious blood
you have redeemed us.

We
Reply

Save us and help us,
we pray to you, O Lord.

Music

“Were You There”
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Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?
Text: African American spiritual
Music: African American spiritual
All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

The Seventh Station—Jesus Dies Upon the Cross
The
Scripture
Speaks
Luke
23:44-46 ESU
We
Reply

It was now the sixth hour, and there was darkness over the whole land
until the ninth hour, while the sunlight failed; and the curtain of the temple
was torn in two. Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, “Father, into
Thy hands I commit my spirit.” And having said this he breathed his last.
My Jesus,
God,
what can I do or say?
Into thy hands I commit my spirit.
I offer you my trust
in all my living
and in my dying,
accepting the way
which you have gone for us,
My God! My God! You forsake us not—though
we know not what we do.

Brief moment of silence.
Narrator

O Savior of the world,
by your cross and precious blood
you have redeemed us.

We
Reply

Save us and help us,
we pray to you, O Lord.

Music

“Were You There”

ELW #353 vs. 1

Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Text: African American spiritual
Music: African American spiritual
All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

The Eighth Station—Jesus Taken Down From the Cross
The
Scripture
Speaks
John
19:31-38 ESU

Since it was the Day of Preparation, in order to prevent the bodies from
remaining on the cross on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a High Day),
the Jews asked Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they might
be taken away. So the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first, and of
the other who had been crucified with him; but when they came to Jesus
and saw that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. But one of
the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once there came out blood
and water. He who saw it has borne witness—his testimony is true, and he
knows that he tells the truth—that you also may believe. For these things
took place that the scriptures might be fulfilled, “Not a bone of him shall be
broken.” And again another scripture says, “They shall look on him whom
they have pierced.” After this Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of
Jesus, but secretly for fear of the Jews, asked Pilate that he might take away
the body of Jesus, and Pilate gave him permission. So he came and took
away his body.

We
Reply

I beg you, Lord,
help me accept the partings that must come—
from friends who go away,
my children leaving home,
and most of all,
my dear ones when you shall call them to yourself.
Then, give me grace to say,
“I bow to your most holy will.
Grant them eternal joy.”

Brief moment of silence.
Narrator

O Savior of the world,
by your cross and precious blood
you have redeemed us.

We
Reply

Save us and help us,
we pray to you, O Lord.

Music

“Were You There”

ELW #353 vs. 5

Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?
Text: African American spiritual
Music: African American spiritual
All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

Christ
Speaks

My calling was not complete until I crowned it by my death
and my rising to life again. Your way is not complete unless
you crown it with my gift of life.
Accept each moment as it comes to you, with faith and trust
and recognize that all life has my mark upon it.
Your cry or a whisper for hope and courage—is always heard.
So seek me not in far-off places. I am close at hand. Your workbench,
office, kitchen—these are altars where you offer love. And I am with you
there.
Come! Take up your cross
and with your life
complete your way with me.

Bidding Prayer
[Congregation is invited to kneel or sit as you are able.]
Let us pray, brothers and sisters, for the holy church throughout the world.
Silent prayer.
Almighty and eternal God,
you have shown your glory to all nations in Jesus Christ.
By your Holy Spirit guide the church
and gather it throughout the world.
Help it to persevere in faith, proclaim your name,
and bring the good news of salvation in Christ to all people.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Let us pray for those preparing for baptism.
Silent prayer.
Almighty and eternal God, you continue to bless the church.
Increase the faith and understanding of those preparing for baptism.
Give them new birth as your children,
and keep them in the faith and communion of your holy church.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Let us pray for God's creation.
Silent prayer.
Almighty and eternal God,
you are the creator of a magnificent universe.
Hold all the worlds in the arms of your care
and bring all things to fulfillment in you.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Let us pray for those who serve in public office.
Silent prayer.
Almighty and eternal God,
you are the champion of the poor and oppressed.
In your goodness, give wisdom to those in authority,
so that all people may enjoy justice, peace, freedom,
and a share in the goodness of your creation.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Let us pray for those in need.
Silent prayer.
Almighty and eternal God,
you give strength to the weary
and new courage to those who have lost heart.
Heal the sick, comfort the dying, give safety to travelers,
free those unjustly deprived of liberty,
and deliver your world from falsehood, hunger, and disease.
Hear the prayers of all who call on you in any trouble,
that they may have the joy of receiving your help in their need.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Finally, let us pray for all those things for which our Lord would have us ask.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
* We Glory in Your Cross
We glory in your cross, O Lord,
and we praise your holy resurrection,
for by your cross joy has come into the world.
May God be merciful and bless us;
may the light of God’s face shine upon us.
Let your way be known upon earth,
your saving health among all nations.
We glory in your cross, O Lord,
and we praise your holy resurrection,
for by your cross joy has come into the world.
Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you.
May God give us blessing,
and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe.

We glory in your cross, O Lord,
and we praise your holy resurrection,
for by your cross joy has come into the world.
After a brief silence
We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you.
By your holy cross you have redeemed the world.
* Hymn
“Ah, Holy Jesus”
Ah, holy Jesus, how hast thou offended
that we to judge thee have in hate pretended?
By foes derided, by thine own rejected,
O most afflicted.

ELW #349 vs. 1, 2, 4

Who was the guilty? Who brought this upon thee?
Alas, my treason, Jesus, hath undone thee.
'Twas I, Lord Jesus, I it was denied thee;
I crucified thee.
For me, kind Jesus, was thine incarnation,
thy mortal sorrow, and thy life's oblation;
thy death of anguish and thy bitter passion,
for my salvation.
Text: Johann Heermann, 1585-1647; tr. Robert Bridges, 1844-1930, alt.
Music: Johann Cruger, 1598-1662. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. Public Domain

Please leave the Sanctuary in silence.
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