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St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
Maundy Thursday
Worship Service with Holy Communion
This evening our Lenten observance comes to an end, and we gather with Christians around the world to celebrate the Three Days of Jesus’ death and resurrection. Tonight we remember Christ’s last meal with his disciples, but the central focus is his commandment that we live out the promise embodied in this meal. As Jesus
washed his disciples’ feet, so we are called to give and receive love in humble service to one another. Formed
into a new body in Christ through this holy meal, we are transformed by the mercy we have received and carry
it into the world. Departing worship in solemn silence, we anticipate the coming days. [ Reprinted with permission:
Sunday and Seasons © 2021 Augsburg Fortress]

WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP
Prelude

Reflection on “Love Consecrates the Humblest Act”

Welcome
* Singing Bowl
Silence is kept for reflection.
Confession and Forgiveness
[Congregation may kneel or sit as you are able.]
Friends in Christ,
in this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s call
to struggle against sin, death, and the devil—
all that keeps us from loving God and each other.
This is the struggle to which we were called at baptism.
Within the community of the church,
God never wearies of forgiving sin and giving the peace of reconciliation.
On this night let us confess our sin against God and our neighbor,
and enter the celebration of the great Three Days
reconciled with God and with one another.
Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin
and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us
even when we were dead in sin,
and made us alive together with Christ.
By grace you have been saved.
In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.

Bryon Dockter

Almighty God strengthen you with power
through the Holy Spirit,
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.
Amen.

WE GIVE OUR PRAISE
* Hymn
“Love Consecrates the Humblest Act”
Love consecrates the humblest act
and haloes mercy's deeds;
it sheds a benediction sweet
and hallows human needs.

ELW #360

When in the shadow of the cross
Christ knelt and washed the feet
of his disciples, he gave us
a sign of love complete.
Love serves and willing stoops to serve;
what Christ in love so true
has freely done for one and all,
let us now gladly do!
Text: Silas B. McManus, 1845-1917
Music: TWENTY-FOURTH, attr. Lucius Chapin, 1760-1842
All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

* Apostolic Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
* Kyrie
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

ELW Page 156

For the peace from above,
and for our salvation,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world,
for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house,
and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.
* Hymn of Praise
“All Glory be to God on High”
All glory be to God on high, and peace to earth be given!
Let angels sing, let all reply; goodwill breaks forth from heaven!
Lord God Almighty, heaven’s king, we worship you, our thanks we sing,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, creation’s author,
O Lamb of God, your death alone takes sin away forever.
Stretch out your arms to ev’ry land, and, as you reign at God’s right hand,
receive our prayer; have mercy.
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To you alone, O God, we cry, the Holy One we name you;
for you alone are God most high, one living God we claim you:
we worship you, Lord Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit ever blest,
in God the Father’s glory.
Amen.
* Prayer of the Day
Holy God, source of all love,
on the night of his betrayal,
Jesus gave us a new commandment,
to love one another as he loves us.
Write this commandment in our hearts,
and give us the will to serve others
as he was the servant of all,
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
First Reading
Exodus 12:1-4, 11-14
1 The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: 2 This month shall mark for you the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. 3 Tell the whole congregation of Israel
that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each household. 4 If
a household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb
shall be divided in proportion to the number of people who eat of it. 11 This is how you shall eat it:
your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of the LORD. 12 For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will
strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the gods of
Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the LORD. 13 The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses
where you live: when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when I
strike the land of Egypt. 14 This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a
festival to the LORD; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance.
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God
* Gospel Acclamation
“Jesus, Remember Me”
Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.
Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.

ELW #616
sung twice

Text: Luke 23:42; Taizé Community
Text © 1981 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent.
7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358
Music: Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994 . All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 ONE LICENSE #A-708293 R-196364

The Holy Gospel according to St. John,
Glory to you, O Lord
* Gospel
John 13:1-17, 31b-35
1 Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this
world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end.
2 The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during
supper 3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come
from God and was going to God, 4 got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel
around himself. 5 Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples' feet and to wipe
them with the towel that was tied around him. 6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, "Lord, are
you going to wash my feet?" 7 Jesus answered, "You do not know now what I am doing, but later you
will understand." 8 Peter said to him, "You will never wash my feet." Jesus answered, "Unless I wash
you, you have no share with me." 9 Simon Peter said to him, "Lord, not my feet only but also my hands
and my head!" 10 Jesus said to him, "One who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet,
but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you." 11 For he knew who was to betray him;
for this reason he said, "Not all of you are clean." 12 After he had washed their feet, had put on his
robe, and had returned to the table, he said to them, "Do you know what I have done to you? 13 You
call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is what I am. 14 So if I, your Lord and Teacher,

have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet. 15 For I have set you an example,
that you also should do as I have done to you. 16 Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than
their master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent them. 17 If you know these things,
you are blessed if you do them. 31b Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified
in him. 32 If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at
once. 33 Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the
Jews so now I say to you, 'Where I am going, you cannot come.' 34 I give you a new commandment,
that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. 35 By this
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another."
The Gospel of the Lord,
Praise to you, O Christ
Sermon
Pastor Tim

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD
Hymn

“A New Commandment”

WOV #664 sing twice
(see next page for copy of hymn)

A new commandment I give unto you,
that you love one another as I have loved you,
that you love one another as I have loved you.
By this shall people know you are my disciples,
if you have love one for another;
by this shall people know you are my disciples:
if you have love one for another.
Text: John 13:34-35
Music: NEW COMMANDMENT, Anonymous
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. Public Domain

* Prayers of Intercession
Petition response
Leader: … Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
ELW# 348 “Stay With Us”
Stay with me, remain here with me,
watch and pray. Watch and pray.
Text: Taizé Community
Text © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent.
7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
Music: Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994. All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773, ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

* Sharing the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you.
And also with you.
* Offering [Invitation to support ongoing ministries of St. Stephen’s]
* Offertory Response
“Create in Me a Clean Heart”
Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from your presence,
and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of your salvation,
and uphold me with your free Spirit.

ELW #188

Music: J. A. Freylinghausen, 1670-1739
All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. Public Domain

* Offertory Prayer
Extravagant God,
you have blessed us with the fullness of creation.
Now we gather at your feast
where you offer us the food that satisfies.
Take and use what we offer here, come among us,
and feed us with the body and blood of Christ,
in whose name we pray. Amen.

* Great Thanksgiving (sung)
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

* Words of Institution
* Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
* Invitation to Communion
Here is food and drink for the journey.
Take and be filled.
[Please open red hymnal to]
* Agnus Dei
“Lamb of God”
ELW Page 164
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; Have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. Amen.
Distribution and First Communion Distribution
Communion tonight is received at the altar.
The following students are celebrating their First Communion during this worship service:
Ryker Martinson-Packer 

Brooklyn Radmer

These students and their families will be invited forward to receive first.
The ushers will direct you.
* Communion Blessing
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
Strengthens you and keeps you in his grace. Amen.
* Prayer after Communion
Lord Jesus, in a wonderful sacrament
you strengthen us with the saving power
of your suffering, death, and resurrection.
May this sacrament of your body and blood
so work in us that the fruits of your redemption
will show forth in the way we live,
for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

* Nunc Dimitis
O Lord, now let your servant
depart in heav'nly peace,
for I have seen the glory
of your redeeming grace:
a light to lead the nations
unto your holy hill,
the glory of your people,
your chosen Israel.

“O Lord, Now Let Your Servant”

ELW #313 vs. 1, 2

Then grant that I may follow
your gleam, O glorious Light,
till earthly shadows scatter,
and faith is changed to sight;
till raptured saints shall gather
upon that shining shore,
where Christ, the blessed daystar,
shall light them evermore.
Text: Ernest E. Ryden, 1886-1981, alt., based on the Nunc dimittis
Text © 1925 Board of Publication, Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
Music: Finnish folk tune; arr. Hymnal version
Reprinted with permission under AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773
ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

WE GO INTO THE WORLD
* Blessing
You are children of God,
anointed with the oil of gladness
and strengthened for the journey.
Almighty God,
motherly, majestic, and mighty,
☩ bless you this day and always.
Amen.
Responsive Reading
[Please sit or kneel as able]
Leader: I love the LORD, because he has heard
People: my voice and my supplications.
Leader: Because he inclined his ear to me,
People: therefore I will call on him as long as I live.
Leader: What shall I return to the LORD
People: for all his bounty to me?
Leader: I will lift up the cup of salvation
People: and call on the name of the LORD,
Leader: I will pay my vows to the LORD
People: in the presence of all his people.
Leader: Precious in the sight of the LORD
People: is the death of his faithful ones.
Leader: O LORD, I am your servant;
People: I am your servant, the child of your serving girl.
Leader: You have loosed my bonds.
People: I will offer to you a thanksgiving sacrifice
and call on the name of the LORD.
Leader: I will pay my vows to the LORD
People: in the presence of all his people,
Leader: in the courts of the house of the LORD,
People: in your midst, O Jerusalem. Praise the LORD!

Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19

Altar Stripping in Silence [Youth and Families]

Please exit the sanctuary in silence as and when you are ready.

◙

Jesus said …

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer.”
Please include the following people in your prayers this week:
Dwayne Strandberg, Merwin Perkins, Barb Ihle, Phil Mead, Jim Lamont,
Rich Rabanus, Roger Quick, LaMoyne Wencel,
Shawn Haarstad, Sara Oberg and Family, Janet Greengard,
Laura Walsh (Snider), Richard Morton (Snider),
Barbara Parker (Saari), Tiffany (Van Pelt), Diane Saari, Ken Peterson.
Each week different families will be included in special prayers.
Please hold in your prayers:
Kathleen Miller, Nancy Pace, Janel Saari, Roger and Becky Quick
Tyler, Ryker and Hudson Martinson-Packer and Kelly Tomak
Each week different missions that St. Stephen’s support through our
Sunday offerings. This week we offer prayers for
Luther Seminary
their mission and vision statements include educating leaders
for Christian communities called and sent by the Holy Spirit
to witness to salvation through Jesus Christ and to serve in God’s world.
Called by the Holy Spirit to lead faithful innovation for
the sake of the gospel of Jesus Christ in a rapidly changing world.
We also offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ
in the villages of Iwonde and Ihimbo, Tanzania.
We pray for residents and staff of group homes
and care facilities, and all healthcare workers.
We pray also for those away from home serving in the military:
Tim Anderson, Ben Appenzeller, Nick Appenzeller, Jeremy Eittreim,
Matthew Eittreim, Zachary Ericson, Sam Gieser, Troy Hoban, Tricia Howe,
Adam Kenny, Nick Lane, Peter D. J. McKenzie, Donald McKenzie, Christopher Meyers,
Gene Morton, Sam Paton, Andrew Reed, Lindsey Willwerscheid. (Please help us keep our military
member listing up to date. Thank you.)
St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that
this list is placed inside everyone’s Bible or devotional material. All prayer requests will
be listed for three weeks. Please contact the church office if additional time is needed.

Ryker Martinson-Packer and Brooklyn Radmer
Congratulations on your First Holy Communion
Strengthen in your faith, may the blessing of Christ be upon you always!
We joyfully celebrate this faith milestone with you and your families.
May God bless your faith journey.
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