
St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 
Easter Worship Service 

Sunday, April 12, 2020  9:30 a.m. 

Key Keepers 

John 11:25-26 



WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP 

 Prelude                                                    “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today” P. Post 

    Procession of Christ Candle                                     

 Words of Welcome and Announcements  

* Greeting 

Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

* Hymn                                                       “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today” #365 

Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia! our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 

who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia! 
 

Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! unto Christ, our heav’nly king, Alleluia! 

who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia! 
 

But the pains which he endured, Alleluia! our salvation have procured; Alleluia! 

now above the sky he’s king, Alleluia! where the angels ever sing. Alleluia! 
 

Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! praise eternal as his love; Alleluia! 

praise him, all you heav’nly host, Alleluia! Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! 

* Greeting 

Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

* Prayer of the Day 

O God, 

You gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption,  

and by his glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power of death.   

Make us die every day to sin, that we may live with him forever 

in the joy of the resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,  

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 
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This is the day the Lord has made!  Christ is risen, and through him all creation is 

made new!  Indeed, “God shows no partiality” (Acts 10:34): Christ’s resurrection  

truly brings life to everyone.  We sing hymns of praise, gather around sacred words, 

and proclaim God’s faithfulness and power.  With the women at the tomb, we are 

astonished, elated, and grateful.  We depart with joy to proclaim the good news of 

God’s endless love. [Sunday and Seasons, Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress.] 



* Hymn of Praise                                                  “Thine is the Glory” #376 vs. 1, 3 

Thine is the glory, risen, conqu’ring Son; 

endless is the vict’ry thou o’er death hast won! 

Angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away, 

kept the folded grave clothes where thy body lay. 

Thine is the glory, risen, conqu’ring Son; 

endless is the vict’ry thou o’er death hast won! 
 

No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of Life; 

life is naught without thee; aid us in our strife; 

make us more than conqu’rors, through thy deathless love; 

bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above. 

Thine is the glory, risen, conqu’ring Son; 

endless is the vict’ry thou o’er death hast won! 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 

 First Reading  Acts 10:34-43 

34 Then Peter began to speak to them: "I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35 but in every 

nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36 You know the message 

he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37 That message 

spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38 how God 

anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and 

healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39 We are witnesses to all that he 

did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40 but God 

raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41 not to all the people but to us who were 

chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42 He com-

manded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the 

living and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives 

forgiveness of sins through his name." 

                                                 Word of God, Word of Life 

                             Thanks be to God 

 Responsive Psalm  Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 

Leader: O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;  

People: his steadfast love endures forever! 

Leader: Let Israel say,  

People: "His steadfast love endures forever." 

Leader: The LORD is my strength and my might;  

People: he has become my salvation.  

Leader: There are glad songs of victory in the tents of the righteous:  

People: "The right hand of the LORD does valiantly; 

Leader: the right hand of the LORD is exalted;  

People: the right hand of the LORD does valiantly." 

Leader: I shall not die, but I shall live,  

People: and recount the deeds of the LORD. 

Leader: The LORD has punished me severely,  

People: but he did not give me over to death.  

Leader: Open to me the gates of righteousness,  

People: that I may enter through them and give thanks to the LORD.  

Leader: This is the gate of the LORD;  

People: the righteous shall enter through it. 

Leader: I thank you that you have answered me  

People: and have become my salvation. 

Leader: The stone that the builders rejected  



People: has become the chief cornerstone. 

Leader: This is the LORD's doing;  

People: it is marvelous in our eyes. 

Leader: This is the day that the LORD has made;  

People: let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 Children’s Sermon Tracy Westman 

 Anthem                                                  “Hallelu, Let the People All Sing” National Lutheran Choir 

  https://youtu.be/YEgrToLCHFk?list=PLCQHBwJ_PsemUQGIbvQ7c1k50gE5n9uxV 

  [used with permission] 

* Gospel Acclamation                                   “Halle, Halle, Hallelujah” #172 

Halle, halle, hallelujah.  Halle, halle, hallelujah. 

Halle, halle, hallelujah.  Hallelujah. Hallelujah. 

                       The Holy Gospel according to St. John, 

                        Glory to you, O Lord 

 Gospel  John 20:1-18 

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw 

that the stone had been removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other 

disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, "They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and 

we do not know where they have laid him." Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward 

the tomb. The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb 

first. He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. Then Simon 

Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, and the 

cloth that had been on Jesus' head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 

Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet 

they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. Then the disciples returned to 

their homes.  But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the 

tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the 

head and the other at the feet. They said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping?" She said to them, 

"They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him." When she had said this, 

she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus.  Jesus said to 

her, "Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?" Supposing him to be the gardener, 

she said to him, "Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him 

away." Jesus said to her, "Mary!" She turned and said to him in Hebrew, "Rabbouni!" (which means 

Teacher).  Jesus said to her, "Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. 

But go to my brothers and say to them, 'I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and 

your God.'" Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, "I have seen the Lord"; and she 

told them that he had said these things to her. 

                   The Gospel of the Lord, 

                        Praise to you, O Christ. 

* Gospel Response                                       “Halle, Halle, Hallelujah” #172 

Halle, halle, hallelujah.  Halle, halle, hallelujah. 

Halle, halle, hallelujah.  Hallelujah. Hallelujah. 

 Sermon                                            Pastor Tim 

 Hymn                                              “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds” #367 vs. 1, 2, 4 

Now all the vault of heav’n resounds in praise of love that still abounds:  

“Christ has triumphed! He is living!” Sing, choirs of angels, loud and clear!  

Repeat their song of glory here: “Christ has triumphed!  

He is living!” Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

Eternal is the gift he brings, therefore our heart with rapture sings:  

“Christ has triumphed! He is living!”  Now still he comes to give us life  

and by his presence stills all strife.  “Christ has triumphed!  

He is living!” Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 



Adoring praises now we bring and with the heav’nly blessed sing:  

“Christ has triumphed! Alleluia!” Be to the Father, and our Lord, 

to Spirit blest, most holy God, all the glory, 

never ending! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

 Nicene Creed 

 We believe in one God, 

  the Father, the Almighty,  

  maker of heaven and earth, 

  of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

  the only Son of God, 

  eternally begotten of the Father,  

  God from God, Light from Light, 

  true God from true God,  

  begotten, not made,  

  of one Being with the Father; 

  through him all things were made.   

  For us and for our salvation 

  he came down from heaven,  

  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

  and became truly human.   

  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

  he suffered death and was buried.   

  On the third day he rose again 

  in accordance with the scriptures;  

  he ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

  who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

  who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

  who has spoken through the prophets. 

  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

  We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

  and the life of the world to come. Amen.      

* Sharing the Peace 

The peace of the Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

We invite you to share the peace with those with you and with us with “thumbs up” or comments on 

our Facebook page. 

 Offering: Invitation to support ongoing ministries of St. Stephen’s 

* Offertory                                              “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus” #392 vs. 1, 2 

Alleluia! Sing to Jesus; his the scepter, his the throne; 

Alleluia! his the triumph, his the victory alone. 

Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion thunder like a mighty flood: 

“Jesus out of ev’ry nation has redeemed us by his blood.” 
 

Alleluia! Not as orphans are we left in sorrow now; 

Alleluia! he is near us; faith believes, nor questions how. 

Though the cloud from sight received him when the forty days wer o’er, 

shall our hearts forget his promise: “I am with you evermore”? 



* Offertory Prayer 

Merciful God, 

Our ordinary gifts seem small for such a celebration, 

But you make of them an abundance, 

Just as you do with our lives. 

Feed us again at this table 

For service in your name, 

In the strength of the risen Christ. 

Amen. 

* Prayers of Intercession  
 

 (after each petition)                                              Alleluia 

He is Risen 

Christ is Risen 

Alleluia. 

* Lord's Prayer 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come, 

  thy will be done, 

   on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

  as we forgive those 

   who trespass against us; 

 And lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, 

  and the power, and the glory, 

  forever and ever. Amen. 

WE GO INTO THE WORLD 

* Blessing 

May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead 

raise you to new life, fill you with hope, 

and turn your mourning into dancing. 

Almighty God, Father, ✢ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

* Closing Hymn                                   “Hallelujah Chorus”  (From the Messiah) George Frederic Handel 

  The Saint Paul Chamber Orchestra 

  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LajyjD0nzF4 

  [Used with permission] 

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

for the Lord God omnipoenet reigneth. 

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

for the Lord God omnipoenet reigneth. 

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

The kingdom of this world is become  

The kingdom of our Lord, 

and of his Christ, 



and of his Christ; 

And he shall reign forever and ever, 

and he shall reign forever and ever, 

And he shall reign forever and ever, 

King of kings,  

And Lord of lords! 

King of kings, and Lord of lords! 

King of kings, and Lord of lords, 

And Lord of lords, 

and he shall reign, and he shall reign, 

and he  shall reign forever and ever, 

Forever and ever, Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

And he shall reign forever, 

Forever and ever, 

King of kings, and Lord of lords! 

King of kings, and Lord of lords, 

and he shall reign forever and ever, 

Forever and ever, forever and ever! 

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

* Dismissal 

Christ is risen, just as he said. 

Go in peace.  Share the good news.  Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
◙ 

EASTER FLOWER DEDICATIONS 
In Loving Memory of: 

In Honor of:  



 

[Copyrighted element(s)] [Copyright notice]. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license#SB122513 
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1575 Charlton Street    West St. Paul, MN 55118     

Office: (651) 457-6541      

This service is being video recorded and may be posted online. 

Watch  Townsquare Comcast TV Channel 16 for service broadcast 

Schedule can be found at http://www.townsquare.tv/tv-schedules/ch16?page=0 

Jesus said …   

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer.” 
 

Please include the following people in your prayers this week:  

Dorothy, Lucille, Ruth Ann, Jen, Sara, Sally, Mike, Bill, Jerry, Ian, Pat, John,  

Martin, Irene. 
 

Each week different families will be included in special prayers. Please hold in 

your prayers:  Jeff and Joy; Paul and Nancy; Monica and Marilyn; Julie; Don. 
 

Each week different missions that St. Stephen’s support through our Sunday offerings are included in our  

prayers. This week we offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ in the villages of Iwonde and Ihimbo, 

Tanzania. 
 

We pray also for those away from home serving in the military: Ben, Nick, Jett, Jeremy, Matthew, Sam, Troy, 

Tricia, Adam, Nick, Peter D. J., Christopher, Gene, Sam, Andrew. (Please help us keep our military member 

listing up to date.  Thank you.) 

 

St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that this list is placed inside  

everyone’s Bible or devotional material.  All prayer requests will be listed for three weeks.  Please contact the church 

office if additional time is needed. 
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