Always Connected to God, Each Other and the World

Current Worship Opportunities during COVID-19 Pandemic
SUNDAYS

9:30 AM Worship Options
In person in Sanctuary – This option is currently not available. Per our Safety Committee
we are awaiting the vaccinations (or the opportunity to be vaccinated) of all who
provide worship. Thank you for your patience!
Online Live streamed on St. Stephen’s Face Book
From your car in either parking lot. Broadcasted via 87.9 FM / Communion brought to car

WEDNESDAYS 6:30 PM Online “The Well” St. Stephen’s Face Book
WEEKDAYS Varying times Channel 16—Comcast (Sunday 9:30 am Service Recorded)

When Will St. Stephen’s Open It’s Doors to In-Person Services?
A Message from our Safety Committee Chairperson:
Hello Everyone,
Along with so many others at St. Stephen’s, members of the Safety Committee are looking forward to
In Person Worship. To move the process forward, a focus for the Safety Committee is to reduce risks for
those people who present the service; and therefore need to be in attendance. This includes St. Stephen’s
staff and volunteers who make those services possible. With Vaccines now available, a criteria to begin In
Person Worship is that all who have a role, and therefore need to be in attendance, have either been
vaccinated or had the opportunity to be vaccinated. We hope this can occur soon. In the meantime we
will continue to provide services online with DVD copies available upon request. Please see below for our
Holy Week and Easter scheduling. Thank you for your patience and understanding and expressing your
love for your neighbor in supporting our steps to provide a healthy and inviting atmosphere for all.
Sincerely,
Merrill Zieman, St. Stephen’s Safety Committee Chairperson

Living Into a Culture of Mission and Action

A Bold Vision

The world has changed in the past year. After a year of
socially distant, pandemic ministry at St. Stephen's, God
presents us with an opportunity to listen, discern, and boldly step
into the future. On Sunday, April 18th we will begin a journey
that will clarify our identity as God's people in this place and
then help us to know where to put our time and energy in the
future.
We have weathered this storm in ways that have been
inspiring. Our connections to God, each other and the world
have remained strong, not because of our own strength, but
God’s. One of the ways we say thank you and remain faithful is
to ask together, “Lord, what’s next?”
Following worship on Sunday, April 18—beginning at 10:30am, The Rev. Pete Reuss of GSB Fundraising will
facilitate an hour of online small group conversations that will enable us to clarify our identity and our calling
in the world. The Holy Spirit will speak through the people of our congregation. Your voice is crucial! We will
be in St. Stephen’s Zoom Meeting Room 1—ID#380-950-620 Password:55118. If you do not have a digital
device and would like to call in the phone number is 1-312-626-6799.
A congregational survey will follow later in the month, providing another avenue for feedback.
By now you should have received in your mailbox a booklet containing devotionals focusing on our visioning
work. Let us pray and ponder together.
It's an exciting time at St. Stephen's! Let's see what God has in store for our congregation.

Slow down, Unwind … take a deep breath
—It’s time to gather at The Well.
The Well has returned to Wednesday evenings at 6:30pm on our
St Stephen’s Facebook page. Here’s a link https://www.facebook.com/
sslcwsp/live/. In addition, these recordings are saved there so you can
view them at any time! To go directly to the recorded videos, follow this link:
https://bit.ly/SSLC-FB-Video. (You do not have to have a Facebook
account to view the videos!)

Faith Families

This coming week we will be learning about Mount Sinai

Read Exodus 19:1–20:21 and Deuteronomy 6:1–9. Discuss the Ten Commandments. How do they help us love God and love each other? Which are hard
or easy to follow?

Pray “thank you” prayers this week. Search online to learn how to sign “thank you” in American Sign Language. As each person names what they are thankful for, respond with the sign.

Write Deuteronomy 6:4–5 on a small piece of paper and roll it up like a scroll. Tape it on a door frame as a
reminder to love God. Each family member can make one for their room.

Additional activities can be found on the “Family Fun” page in the Early Childhood and Primary Leaflets.

Contemplative Prayer

and Study Continues via Zoom
2nd & 4th Wednesdays
(April 14 (canceled)
next scheduled meeting April 28)
St. Stephen’s Zoom Room 7-8 pm
Zoom Meeting ID: 380-950-620 Password: 55118
All are welcome
Renew your prayer life—renew your whole life!
We have returned to the basics of Contemplative
Prayer, using the book “Centering Prayer and Inner
Awakening” by Cynthia Bourgeault. Please read
through Chapters 13 & 14 for discussion on April 28.
Again, there will not be a meeting on April 14.

How Can We Help
the Twin Cities Community?

Join Pastor John at the Healing Our City: A Virtual
Prayer Tent
Healing Our City is an initiative of the Center for
Leadership and Neighborhood Engagement to respond to and transform the pain we are experiencing in Minneapolis through prayer and actions leading to a more just, equitable and healthy city.
You can help by joining the spiritual community of
the Twin Cities in prayer at 8am each morning for
peace and healing. Here’s the link:
https://www.healingourcity.org/

A big Thank You to everyone who contributed to the recent
Minnesota FoodShare food drive donated to Neighbors, Inc.
Food Shelf. We raised $1,310 and 438 pounds of food was
contributed. Even though we have been apart this past year,
we are together in our resolve to help our neighbors.
- Missions Committee

Opportunities for Growth Growing Through Loss—Twin Cities South Suburban Coalition Spring Series offered virtually through Zoom.
Thursdays, April 8-May 6, 7-9pm For more information: 651-452-8261 www.growingthroughlosstcsouth.com.
Each session is complete in itself. You are welcome to attend one or all.
Marriage Encounter Weekends, sponsored by Marriage and Engaged Encounter. May 1-2 or August 21-22.
Weekends are held at Mt Olivet Conference and Retreat Center in Farmington. For more information visit
www.marriages.org or call 651-454-3238.

Connecting to God , each other and the world
1575 Charlton Street  West St. Paul, MN 55118
Office: (651) 457-6541 www.ststephenswsp.org

Thank You for your Support of our St. Stephen’s Ministries 
By Mail | Online thru St Stephen’s website | GIVE+Text (Text 844-907-2702) | GivePlus Vanco Mobile App

PLEASE NOTE: Links included in the eUpdate are not active—watch for a separate email
that contains resources available and active links all in one handy document.

