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Welcome to the Season of Lent at St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church ...
“Lent is a season of repentance, turning to God and asking for God’s goodness to wipe away our sins
and show us how to live anew. Lent also turns us toward Easter and the abundant life God will offer
through the three days [Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Saturday].”

[Reprinted with permission: Sunday and Seasons © 2021 Augsburg Fortress]

Our Lenten Season started when gathered together on Ash Wednesday to be reminded of our mortality
and the need for reconciliation with and mercy from God. In the rite of imposition of ashes we heard
the words “you are dust and to dust you shall return”, and we studied the Office of the Keys (Confession)
from Luther’s Small Catechism.
For the six Sundays of Lent we walk with Jesus on his journey into Jerusalem and to the cross. Through
the texts in the Revised Common Lectionary, we experience and draw parallels between Jesus’s journey
2,000 years ago and our journey today. Common threads in worship throughout our Lenten season
are found in the liturgy from ELW, Setting Five, as we sing the Kyrie, Hymn of Praise and the Agnus Dei
[Lamb of God] at Holy Communion; the Gospel Acclamation ELW 616 Jesus, Remember Me; the Intercessory Prayer verse, from the Taizé community, ELW 348 Stay With Me; and the Offertory, from Psalm 51,
ELW 188 Create In Me A Clean Heart, set to a hymn tune that was a common staple in Lutheran Liturgy
from the old, red Service Book and Hymnal.
Our Midweek Lenten Services, a collaboration between the Pastoral staff, the Children and Youth
Ministry and the Music and Worship Ministry, are focused on teachings from Luther’s Small Catechism.
The weekly topics include Office of the Keys (Confession, studied at the Ash Wednesday service 3/2),
the Ten Commandments (3/9), the Apostle’s Creed (3/16), the Lord’s Prayer (3/23), the Sacrament
of Holy Baptism (3/30), and the Sacrament of Holy Communion (4/9). These services will have a
contemporary music bend, and will be led by the St Stephen’s Worship Band.
One of the six Lenten Sundays, is Palm/Passion Sunday, celebrated on April 10. That Sunday we waive
palm branches celebrating Jesus’ triumphant march into Jerusalem, and hear the Passion story, marking
the beginning of Holy Week.
May God bless your time during the Lenten Season as we journey forward …
Bryon Dockter
Director of Worship

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
First Sunday of Lent
Worship Service with Holy Communion
These forty days called Lent are like no other. It is our opportune time to return to the God who rescues, to receive the gifts of God’s grace, to believe with the heart and confess with the mouth the wonder of God’s love in
Jesus, and to resist temptation at every turn. This is no small pilgrimage on which we have just
embarked. It is a struggle Jesus knew. It is a struggle Jesus shares. The nearness of the Lord, in bread and wine,
water and word, will uphold and sustain us. [Reprinted with permission: Sunday and Seasons © 2021 Augsburg Fortress]

WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP
Prelude

Reflection of “The Glory of These Forty Days”

Welcome
* Singing Bowl
Silence is kept for reflection.
* Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross,
the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
In the name of God,
who makes a way in the wilderness,
walks with us,
and guides us in our pilgrimage.
Amen.
If you would like and are able to kneel,
kneelers are available otherwise please be seated.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Holy One,
we confess that we have wandered far from you:
we have not trusted your promises,
we have ignored your prophets in our own day,
we have squandered our inheritance of grace,
we have failed to recognize you in our midst.
Have mercy on us!
Forgive us and turn us again to you.
Teach us to follow in your ways,
assure us again of your love,
and help us to love our neighbor.
Amen.
Beloved in Christ,
the Word draws near to you,
and all who call out to God shall be saved.
In Jesus, God comes to you again and again
and gathers you under wings of love.
In ☩ Jesus’ name, your sins are forgiven.
God journeys with you and teaches you how to live in love.
Amen.

Bryon Dockter

WE GIVE OUR PRAISE
* Hymn
“The Glory of These Forty Days”
The glory of these forty days
we celebrate with songs of praise;
for Christ, through whom all things were made,
himself has fasted and has prayed.

ELW #320 vs. 1, 4

Then grant, O God, that we may, too,
return in fast and prayer to you.
Our spirits strengthen with your grace,
and give us joy to see your face.
Text: Latin hymn, 11th cent.; tr. Maurice F. Bell, 1862-1947, alt.
Outside USA: Text from The English Hymnal © Oxford University Press 1906.
Music: J. Klug, Geistliche Lieder, 1543
All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 Public Domain

* Greeting
The love of God poured into our hearts,
the saving grace of Jesus Christ,
and the abundant life of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
And also with you.
* Kyrie
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

ELW Page 156

For the peace from above,
and for our salvation,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world,
for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house,
and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.
* Hymn of Praise
“All Glory be to God on High”
All glory be to God on high, and peace to earth be given!
Let angels sing, let all reply; goodwill breaks forth from heaven!
Lord God Almighty, heaven’s king, we worship you, our thanks we sing,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, creation’s author,
O Lamb of God, your death alone takes sin away forever.
Stretch out your arms to ev’ry land, and, as you reign at God’s right hand,
receive our prayer; have mercy.
To you alone, O God, we cry, the Holy One we name you;
for you alone are God most high, one living God we claim you:
we worship you, Lord Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit ever blest,
in God the Father’s glory.
Amen.
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* Prayer of the Day
O Lord God,
you led your people through the wilderness
and brought them to the promised land.
Guide us now, so that, following your Son,
we may walk safely through the wilderness of this world
toward the life you alone can give,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
First Reading
Deuteronomy 26:1-11
1 When you have come into the land that the LORD your God is giving you as an inheritance to possess,
and you possess it, and settle in it, 2 you shall take some of the first of all the fruit of the ground,
which you harvest from the land that the LORD your God is giving you, and you shall put it in a basket
and go to the place that the LORD your God will choose as a dwelling for his name. 3 You shall go to
the priest who is in office at that time, and say to him, "Today I declare to the LORD your God that I
have come into the land that the LORD swore to our ancestors to give us." 4 When the priest takes the
basket from your hand and sets it down before the altar of the LORD your God, 5 you shall make this
response before the LORD your God: "A wandering Aramean was my ancestor; he went down into Egypt
and lived there as an alien, few in number, and there he became a great nation, mighty and populous.
6 When the Egyptians treated us harshly and afflicted us, by imposing hard labor on us, 7 we cried to
the LORD, the God of our ancestors; the LORD heard our voice and saw our affliction, our toil, and our
oppression. 8 The LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with a
terrifying display of power, and with signs and wonders; 9 and he brought us into this place and gave
us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey. 10 So now I bring the first of the fruit of the ground
that you, O LORD, have given me." You shall set it down before the LORD your God and bow down
before the LORD your God. 11 Then you, together with the Levites and the aliens who reside among
you, shall celebrate with all the bounty that the LORD your God has given to you and to your house.
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God
Reading from the Psalms
You who live in the shelter of the Most High,
who abide in the shadow of the Almighty,
will say to the LORD, "My refuge and my fortress;
my God, in whom I trust."
Because you have made the LORD your refuge,
the Most High your dwelling place,
no evil shall befall you,
no scourge come near your tent.
For he will command his angels concerning you
to guard you in all your ways.
On their hands they will bear you up,
so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.
You will tread on the lion and the adder,
the young lion and the serpent you will trample under foot.
Those who love me, I will deliver;
I will protect those who know my name.
When they call to me, I will answer them;
I will be with them in trouble,
I will rescue them and honor them.
With long life I will satisfy them,
and show them my salvation.
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God

Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16

* Gospel Acclamation

“Jesus, Remember Me”

ELW #616
sung twice

Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.
Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.
Text: Luke 23:42; Taizé Community
Text © 1981 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent.
7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358
Music: Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994 . All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 ONE LICENSE #A-708293 R-196364

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke,
Glory to you, O Lord
* Gospel
Luke 4:1-13
1 Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness,
2 where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing at all during those days, and when
they were over, he was famished. 3 The devil said to him, "If you are the Son of God, command this
stone to become a loaf of bread." 4 Jesus answered him, "It is written, 'One does not live by bread
alone.'" 5 Then the devil led him up and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the world. 6 And
the devil said to him, "To you I will give their glory and all this authority; for it has been given over to
me, and I give it to anyone I please. 7 If you, then, will worship me, it will all be yours." 8 Jesus
answered him, "It is written, 'Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.'" 9 Then the devil took
him to Jerusalem, and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, saying to him, "If you are the Son of
God, throw yourself down from here, 10 for it is written, 'He will command his angels concerning you,
to protect you,' 11 and 'On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot
against a stone.'" 12 Jesus answered him, "It is said, 'Do not put the Lord your God to the test.'"
13 When the devil had finished every test, he departed from him until an opportune time.
The Gospel of the Lord,
Praise to you, O Christ
Sermon
Pastor Tim

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD
Hymn
“I Want Jesus to Walk With Me”
I want Jesus to walk with me;
I want Jesus to walk with me;
all along my pilgrim journey,
Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me.

ELW#325

In my trials, Lord, walk with me;
in my trials, Lord, walk with me;
when my heart is almost breaking,
Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me.
When I'm in trouble, Lord, walk with me;
when I'm in trouble, Lord, walk with me;
when my head is bowed in sorrow,
Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me.
Text: African American spiritual. Music: African American spiritual; arr. Hymnal version
Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

* Prayers of Intercession
Petition response
Leader: … Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
ELW# 348 “Stay With Us”
Stay with me, remain here with me,
watch and pray. Watch and pray.
Text: Taizé Community
Text © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent.
7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
Music: Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994. All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773, ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

* Sharing the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you.
And also with you.

* Offering [Invitation to support ongoing ministries of St. Stephen’s]
* Offertory Response
“Create in Me a Clean Heart”
Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from your presence,
and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of your salvation,
and uphold me with your free Spirit.

ELW #188

Music: J. A. Freylinghausen, 1670-1739
All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. Public Domain

* Offertory Prayer
Extravagant God,
you have blessed us with the fullness of creation.
Now we gather at your feast
where you offer us the food that satisfies.
Take and use what we offer here, come among us,
and feed us with the body and blood of Christ,
in whose name we pray.
Amen.

* Great Thanksgiving (sung)
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

* Words of Institution
* Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
* Invitation to Communion
Here is food and drink for the journey.
Take and be filled.
* Agnus Dei
“Lamb of God”
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; Have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. Amen.
* Communion is Received
The body of Christ, given for you
The blood of Christ, shed for you.

Amen.

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
Strengthens you and keeps you in his grace. Amen.
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* Prayer after Communion
Blessed Jesus,
in this rich meal of grace,
you have fed us with your body, the bread of life.
Now send us forth to bear your life-giving hope
to a world in need.
Amen.

WE GO INTO THE WORLD
* Blessing
You are children of God,
anointed with the oil of gladness
and strengthened for the journey.
Almighty God,
motherly, majestic, and mighty,
☩ bless you this day and always.
Amen.
* Hymn
“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”
A mighty fortress is our God,
a sword and shield victorious;
he breaks the cruel oppressor's rod
and wins salvation glorious.
The old satanic foe
has sworn to work us woe!
With craft and dreadful might
he arms himself to fight.
On earth he has no equal.

ELW #504 vs. 1, 2, 4

No strength of ours can match his might!
We would be lost, rejected.
But now a champion comes to fight,
whom God himself elected.
You ask who this may be?
The Lord of hosts is he!
Christ Jesus, mighty Lord,
God's only Son, adored.
He holds the field victorious.
One little word subdues him.
God's Word forever shall abide,
no thanks to foes, who fear it;
for God himself fights by our side
with weapons of the Spirit.
Were they to take our house,
goods, honor, child, or spouse,
though life be wrenched away,
they cannot win the day.
The kingdom's ours forever!
Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
Music: Martin Luther, 1483-1546. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773, ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

* Dismissal
Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way.
Thanks be to God.
* Postlude

Variation on “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”

Bryon Dockter

Jesus said …

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer.”
Please include the following people in your prayers this week:
Dwayne Strandberg, Evelyn Elam, Merwin Perkins, Barb Ihle, Phil Mead,
Rich Rabanus, Roger Quick, LaMoyne Wencel, Janel Saari,
Laura Walsh (Snider), Richard Morton (Snider),
Angie Jasinski (Gralish), Marlene Brown (Jahn), Kathy Mikel, Lynn Schneider (Brunkow).
Each week different families will be included in special prayers.
Please hold in your prayers:
Chris and Linda Becker, Butch and Kathy Canniff,
Eric, Jessica, Dylan and Ava Donahue
Steve and Lydia Gebauer and Carol Strojny
Keith, Jessica and Max Gregory
Each week different missions that St. Stephen’s support through our
Sunday offerings. This week we offer prayers for
MN FoodShare and Neighbor’s Inc.
working in the community and beyond to help the needy and feed the hungry.
We also offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ
in the villages of Iwonde and Ihimbo, Tanzania.
We pray for residents and staff of group homes
and care facilities, and all healthcare workers.
We pray also for those away from home serving in the military:
Tim Anderson, Ben Appenzeller, Nick Appenzeller, Jeremy Eittreim,
Matthew Eittreim, Zachary Ericson, Sam Gieser, Troy Hoban, Tricia Howe,
Adam Kenny, Nick Lane, Peter D. J. McKenzie, Donald McKenzie,
Christopher Meyers, Gene Morton, Sam Paton, Andrew Reed,
Lindsey Willwerscheid. (Please help us keep our military member
listing up to date. Thank you.)
St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that
this list is placed inside everyone’s Bible or devotional material. All prayer requests will
be listed for three weeks. Please contact the church office if additional time is needed.

We offer our deepest and most sincere condolences
to the family and friends of Steve and Jackie Hanson
on the recent death of Steve’s father Vernon on February 22, 2022.
A celebration of Vernon’s life will be held in South Dakota on March 3.
In the midst of their sorrow may all find comfort in
God’s promise of life everlasting.

Watch for these themes in the Gospel of Luke this year:






Fulfillment of prophecy and connections to the Old Testament.
Release from oppression, poverty, illness, debt etc. (The "Jubilee" of Leviticus 25)
Reversals of conventional wisdom, status and expectations.
The Holy Spirit as an actor, playing a role in the narrative.

Leaders in Today’s Service
Presiding Pastor .......................................................................... The Rev. Dr. John Snider
Preaching Pastor ............................................................... The Rev. Tim Thompson, Ph.D
Director of Worship...................................................................................... Bryon Dockter
Song Leaders ....................................................................... Jane Dockter, Hannah Ruikka
Lector.......................................................................................................... Tracy Westman
Communications and Media Coordinator .................................................Garrett Masters
Audio Visual Ministry .................................................................................. Norm Goetzke
Altar Guild ............................................................................................... Mary Jo Martinek
Prayer Chain .......... Rachel Circle, Mary Circle, Kathy Ericson, Abby Vavra, Janet Gibson
Outdoor Street Sign .................................................................................... Jerry Thoreson
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