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WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP
We pray for blessings
We pray for peace
Comfort for family, protection while we sleep
We pray for healing, for prosperity
We pray for Your mighty hand to ease our suffering
All the while, You hear each spoken need
Yet love is way too much to give us lesser things
Refrain
‘Cause what if your blessings come through raindrops
What if Your healing comes through tears
What if a thousand sleepless nights are what it takes to know You’re near
What if trials of this life are Your mercies in disguise
We pray for wisdom
Your voice to hear
We cry in anger when we cannot feel You near
We doubt your goodness, we doubt your love
As if every promise from Your Word is not enough
All the while, You hear each desperate plea
As long as we have faith to believe Refrain
When friends betray us
When darkness seems to win
We know that pain reminds this heart
That this is not our home Refrain
What if my greatest disappointments
Or the aching of this life
Is the revealing of a greater thirst this world can’t satisfy
What if trials of this life
The rain, the storms, the hardest nights
Are your mercies in disguise

Silence is kept for reflection.

All may make the sign of the cross,
the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who is present, who gives life,
who calls into existence the things that do not exist.
If you were to keep watch over sins, O Lord, who could stand?
Yet with you is forgiveness, and so we confess.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God,

Receive good news: God turns to you in love.
“I will put my spirit in you, and you shall live,” says our God.
All your sin is forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ,
who is the free and abounding gift of God’s grace for you.

WE GIVE OUR PRAISE

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit is with you all.

For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all;
for this holy house, for all who worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. Refrain
(refrain)

That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor;
that we may live out truth and justice and grace,
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. Refrain
For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family;
for life and for love, for our work and our play,
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. Refrain
For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the Word;
that you nourish our souls with your body and blood,
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. Refrain

Almighty God, your Son came into the world
to free us all from sin and death.

I need Thee every hour,
Most gracious Lord;
No tender voice like Thine,
Can peace afford.
Refrain:
I need Thee, O I need Thee,
Every hour I need Thee!
O bless me now, Savior,
I come to Thee.
I need Thee every hour,
Stay Thou near by;
Temptations lose their power,
When Thou art nigh. Refrain
I need Thee every hour,
In joy or pain;
Come quickly and abide,
Or life is vain. Refrain

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD.
Lord, hear my voice! Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplications! If you, O LORD,
should mark iniquities, Lord, who could stand? But there is forgiveness with you, so that you may be
revered. I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in his word I hope; my soul waits for the Lord more
than those who watch for the morning, more than those who watch for the morning. O Israel, hope
in the LORD! For with the LORD there is steadfast love, and with him is great power to redeem. It is he
who will redeem Israel from all its iniquities.
Word of God, Word of Life

The Holy Gospel according to St. John,

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. Mary was
the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was
ill. So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, "Lord, he whom you love is ill." But when Jesus heard it,
he said, "This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God's glory, so that the Son of God may be
glorified through it." Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. Then after this
he said to the disciples, "Let us go to Judea again." The disciples said to him, "Rabbi, the Jews were
just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?" Jesus answered, "Are there not twelve
hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of this
world.
But those who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them."
After saying this,
he told them, "Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him."
The disciples said to him, "Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right."
Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep.
Then Jesus told them
plainly, "Lazarus is dead.
For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let
us go to him."
Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, "Let us also go, that
we may die with him."
When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four
days.
Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away,
and many of the Jews had come to
Martha and Mary to console them about their brother.
When Martha heard that Jesus was coming,
she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home.
Martha said to Jesus, "Lord, if you had been
here, my brother would not have died.
But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask
of him."
Jesus said to her, "Your brother will rise again."
Martha said to him, "I know that he will
rise again in the resurrection on the last day."
Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life.
Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live,
and everyone who lives and believes in me
will never die. Do you believe this?"
She said to him, "Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah,
the Son of God, the one coming into the world."
When she had said this, she went back and called
her sister Mary, and told her privately, "The Teacher is here and is calling for you."
And when she
heard it, she got up quickly and went to him.
Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was
still at the place where Martha had met him.
The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling
her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that she was going
to the tomb to weep there.
When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and
said to him, "Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died."
When Jesus saw her
weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply
moved.
He said, "Where have you laid him?" They said to him, "Lord, come and see."
Jesus began
to weep.
So the Jews said, "See how he loved him!"
But some of them said, "Could not he who
opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?"
Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it.
Jesus said, "Take away the
stone." Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, "Lord, already there is a stench because he
has been dead four days."
Jesus said to her, "Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see
the glory of God?"
So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, "Father, I thank
you for having heard me.
I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the
crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me."
When he had said this, he cried
with a loud voice, "Lazarus, come out!"
The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with
strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, "Unbind him, and let him go."
Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him.
The Gospel of the Lord,

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD
Refrain

Refrain

Refrain

Refrain

WE GO INTO THE WORLD
Now is the acceptable time.
Now is the day of salvation.
Holy God,
speaking, spoken, and inspiring,
☩ bless you, unbind you,
and send you in love and in peace.

Refrain

Refrain

Refrain
Go in peace. Share the good news.
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