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St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
Palm Sunday
Worship Service with Holy Communion

This week, the center of the church’s year, is one of striking contrasts: Jesus rides into Jerusalem
surrounded by shouts of glory, only to be left alone to die on the cross, abandoned by even his
closest friends. Mark’s gospel presents Jesus in his complete human vulnerability: agitated,
grieved, scared, forsaken. Though we lament Christ’s suffering and all human suffering, we also
expect God’s salvation: in the wine and bread, Jesus promises that his death will mark a new
covenant with all people. We enter this holy week thirsty for the completion of God’s astonishing work. [Reprinted from Sunday and Seasons.]

WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP
Prelude

Reflection on “All Glory, Laud, and Honor”

Welcome
Singing Bowl Silence is kept for reflection.
* Blessing of the Palms
Let us pray.
We praise you, O God,
for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus Christ.
Today he entered the holy city in triumph
and was proclaimed Messiah and King
by those who spread garments and branches along his way.
Bless these branches and those who carry them.
Grant us grace to follow him in the way of the cross,
so that, joined to his death and resurrection,
we enter into life with you; through the same Jesus Christ,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
now and forever. Amen.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Bryon Dockter

The Cry Of The Whole
Congregation
The Entry into Jerusalem
Narrator:
When Jesus drew near to Bethphage and Bethany, at the mount that is called Olivet, he sent ahead two
of his disciples, saying, “Go into the village opposite. There you will find a colt tied, on which no one
has ever yet sat; untie it and bring it here. If any one asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ you shall say,
‘The Lord has need of it.’”
Narrator:
So those who were sent went away and found it as he had told them …
People:
And as they were untying the colt, its owners said to them, “Why are you untying the colt?”
Peter:
And they said, “The Lord has need of it.” And they brought it to Jesus, and throwing their garments on
the colt, they set Jesus upon it.
Narrator:
And as he rode along, they spread their garments on the road. As he was now drawing near, at the
descent of the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to rejoice and to praise God
with a loud voice for all the mighty works that they had seen, singing …
People: (sung)
Refrain
All glory, laud, and honor to thee, redeemer, king,
to whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring.
Thou art the king of Israel, thou David's royal Son,
Who in the Lord's name comest, the King and Blessed One. Refrain
The company of angels are praising thee on high;
creation and all mortals in chorus make reply. Refrain
The multitude of pilgrims with palms before you went;
our praise and prayer and anthems before thee we present. Refrain
Pharisee:
And some of the Pharisees in the multitude cried to him, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples! They’re
calling you the Christ. Tell them to shut up!”

Narrator:
He answered, “I tell you, if these were silent the very stones themselves would cry out.”
People: (sung)
Refrain
All glory, laud, and honor to thee, redeemer, king,
to whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring.
To thee, before thy passion, they sang their hymns of praise.
To thee, we too repeat them and melodies we raise. Refrain
Thou didst accept their praises; accept the prayers we bring,
Who in all good delightest, thou good and gracious King. Refrain
Narrator:
And when he drew near and saw the city he wept over it, saying, “Would that even today you knew the
things that make for peace! But now they are hid from your eyes. O Jerusalem! The days shall come
upon you, when your enemies will cast up a bank about you and surround you, and hem you in on every
side, and dash you to the ground, you and your children within you, and they will not leave one stone
upon another in you; because you did not know the time of your visitation.”

The Preparation and the Eating of the Last Supper
Narrator:
Now, the feast of Unleavened Bread drew near, which is call the Passover. And the Temple Priests were
seeking how to put Jesus to death; for they feared the people.
Judas:
Then Satan entered into Judas called Iscariot, who was of the number of the twelve; he went away and
conferred with the temple priests and officers how he might betray him to them. And they were glad,
and engaged to give him money. So he agreed, and sought an opportunity to betray him to them in the
absence of the multitude.
Narrator:
Then came the day of Unleavened Bread, on which the Passover lamb had to be sacrificed. So Jesus
sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and prepare the Passover for us, that we may eat it.”
People:
They said to him, “But where, Lord? Where will you have us prepare it, and what are we to do?”
Narrator:
He said to them, “Behold, when you have entered the city, a man carrying a jar of water will meet you;
follow him into the house which he enters, and tell the householder, ‘The teacher says to you, Where is
the guest room, where I am to eat the Passover with my disciples?’ And he will show you a large upper
room furnished; there make ready.” And they went and found it as he had told them; and they prepared
the Passover.
Narrator:
And when the hour came, he sat at the table, and the apostles with him. And he said to them, “I have
earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. For I tell you, I shall not eat it until it is
fulfilled in the kingdom of God.” And he took the cup, and when he had given thanks he said, “Take
this and divide it among yourselves; for I tell you that from now on I shall not drink of the fruit of the
vine until the kingdom of God comes.”
And he took bread and when he had given thanks he broke it and gave it to them, saying, “This is my
body which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” And likewise the cup after supper,
saying, “This cup which is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood. But behold the hand of
him who betrays me is with me on the table. For the Son of Man goes as it has been determined: but
woe to that man by whom he is betrayed!”

People:
And they began to question, “Who, Lord? Who is to betray you? Is it I? Is it I?”
Narrator:
He answered, “He who has dipped his hand in the dish with me will betray me. Oh, it would have been
better for that man if he had not been born.”
Judas:
Judas, who betrayed him, said, “Is it I, Master?”
Narrator:
Jesus said to him, “You have said so.”
Peter:
Simon Peter was indignant. “But not I!” he said. And he declared, “Though they all fall away from you,
I will never leave you.”
Narrator:
“Peter, truly I say to you, this very night, before the cock crows, you will deny me three times.”
Peter:
Peter said to him, “Even if I must die with you, I will never deny you!”
People:
And so said all of the disciples, over and over again.

The Agony in the Garden
People: (sung)
Go to dark Gethsemane, ye that feel the tempter’s power;
Your redeemer’s conflicts see, watch with him one bitter hour;
Turn not from his griefs away: learn of Jesus Christ to pray.
Narrator:
And he came out and went, as was his custom, to the Mount of Olives; and the disciples followed him.
And when he came to the place he said to them, “Pray that you may not enter into temptation.”
People:
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us, deliver us.
Narrator:
And he withdrew from them about a stone’s throw, and knelt down and prayed, “Father, if thou art
willing, remove this cup from me; nevertheless; not my will, but thine be done.”
People:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done.
Thy will be done. Thy will be done Narrator:
And when he rose from prayer, he came to the disciples and found them sleeping for sorrow, and he
said to them, “Why do you sleep? Rise and pray that you may not enter into temptation.”
People:
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, even the evil within ourselves.
Judas:
While he was still speaking, there came a crowd, and the man called Judas, one of the twelve, was
leading them. He drew near to Jesus to kiss him,

Narrator:
But Jesus said to him, “Judas, would you betray the Son of Man with a kiss?”
Judas:
Judas said, “Hail, Master.”
People:
When the disciples saw what would follow, they said, “Lord, shall we strike with the sword?”
Peter:
And one of them struck the slave of the high priest and cut off his right ear.
Narrator:
But Jesus said, “No more of this!” And he touched his ear and healed him.
People:
Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Narrator:
Jesus said to those who had come out against him, “When I was with you day after day in the temple,
you did not lay hands on me. But this is your hour, and the power of darkness.”
Then they seized him -

The Judgment
People: (sung)
Follow to the judgment hall, view the Lord of life arraigned;
Oh, the wormwood and the gall! Oh the pangs his soul sustained!
Shun not suffering, shame or loss; learn from him to bear the cross.
Narrator:
Then they seized him and led him away, bringing him to the High Priest’s house.
Peter:
Peter followed at a distance; and when they had kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and sat
down together, Peter sat among them.
People:
Then a maid, seeing him sit in the light, said, “This man also was with him.”
Peter:
But he denied it, saying, “Woman, I do not know him.”
People:
And a little later someone else saw him and said, “You also are one of them.”
Peter:
But Peter said, “Man, I am not.”
People:
An hour later another insisted, saying, “Certainly this man also was with him; for he is a Galilean.”
Peter:
But Peter said, “Man, I do not know what you are saying!”
Narrator:
And immediately, while he was still speaking, the cock crowed. And the Lord turned and looked at
Peter.

Peter:
And Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said to him, “Before the cock crows today, you
will deny me three times.” And he went out and he wept bitterly.
Narrator:
Now the men who were holding Jesus mocked him and beat him; they blindfolded him and demanded:
People:
“Prophesy! Who is it that struck you?”
Narrator:
And they spoke many other words against him, reviling him. When the day came, the assembly of the
elders of the people gathered together and led him to their council;
People:
And they said, “If you are the Christ, tell us.”
Narrator:
But he said to them, “If I tell you, you will not believe; and if I ask you now, you will not answer. But
from now on the Son of man shall be seated at the right hand of the power of God -”
People:
And they said, “Are you the Son of God, then?”
Narrator:
And he said to them, “You say that I am.”
People:
And they said, “Blasphemy! What further testimony do we need? We have heard it ourselves from
his own lips. Blasphemy! Oh, Blasphemy!”

Dawn Friday: Jesus Before Pilate
Narrator:
Then the whole company of them arose, and brought him before Pontius Pilate.
People:
And they began to curse him, saying, “We found this man perverting our nation, and forbidding
us to give tribute to Caesar, and saying that he himself is Christ the King!”
Pilate:
And Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?”
Narrator:
And he answered him, “You have said so.”
Pilate:
And Pilate said to the Chief Priests and the multitudes, “I find no crime in this man.”
People:
But they were urgent, saying, “He stirs up the people, teaching throughout Galilee even to this
place.”
Pilate:
And when Pilate heard that he was a Galilean, of Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him to Herod,
Narrator:
Where he was vehemently accused, and treated with contempt and mocked, and arrayed in gorgeous
purple, and then sent back again.

Pilate:
Pilate said to the rulers of the people, “You brought me this man as one who was perverting the people;
and after examining him, behold, I did not find him guilty of any of the charges against him. Behold,
nothing deserving death has been done by him. I will therefore chastise him and release him.”
People:
But they all cried out together, “Away with this man! Away! Away! Release to us
Barabbas -”
Narrator:
Barabbas! - a man who had been thrown into prison for insurrection and for murder Pilate:
Pilate addressed them once more, desiring to release Jesus People:
But they shouted out, “Crucify Him! Crucify Him!”
Pilate:
“Why? What evil has he done? I’ve found no crime in him deserving death. I’ll chastise him.
I’ll release him -”
People:
But they were urgent, demanding with loud cries that he should be crucified.
Narrator:
And their voices prevailed.
Pilate:
So Pilate gave sentence that their demand should be granted, He released the man who had been jailed
for murder. But Jesus he delivered up to their will.

Friday Morning: Crucifixion
People: (sung)
Calvary’s mournful mountain climb, there adoring at his feet,
Mark that miracle of time, God’s own sacrifice complete.
“It is finished!” Hear him cry. Learn from Jesus Christ to die.
Narrator:
But Jesus he delivered over to their will.
Men:
And as they led him away, they seized one Simon of Cyrene, who was coming in from the country,
and laid on him the cross, to carry it behind Jesus.
Women:
And there followed him a great multitude of women who bewailed and lamented him Narrator:
But Jesus turning to them said, “Daughter of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves
and for your children. For behold, the days are coming when they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren, and
the wombs that never bore, and the breasts that never gave suck!” For if they do this when the wood is
green, what will happen when it dries!”

People: (sung)
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they crucified my Lord Narrator:
Two others also, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him. And when they came
to the place which is called the Skull, there they crucified him, and the criminals, one on the right and
one on the left.
People: (sung)
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?
Narrator:
And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.”
Women:
Forgive us our trespasses.
Men:
And they cast lots to divide his garments.
Women:
Forgive us our trespasses.
Men:
And the people stood by, watching. But the rulers scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others;
let him save himself, if he is the Christ of God!”
Women:
Forgive us our trespasses.
Men:
The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him vinegar.
Women:
There was an inscription over him: “This is the King of the Jews.”
Men:
Forgive us our trespasses. Forgive us, O Lord, our trespasses!
Judas:
One of the criminals who was hanged with him railed at him, saying, ”Are you not the Christ?
Save yourself and us!”
Peter:
But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence, and
we justly? But this man has done nothing wrong.” And he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come
into your kingdom.”
People:
Forgive us our trespasses. Deliver us from evil. Thine is the kingdom Narrator:
And Jesus said to him -

People:
And the power Narrator:
“Truly, truly, I say to you -”
People:
And the glory Narrator:
“Today you will be with me in Paradise.”
People:
Forever and ever. Amen!
People: (sung)
Were you there when he cried out at the end?
Were you there when he cried out at the end?
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when he cried out at the end?
Narrator:
It was now about the sixth hour - and there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour,
while the sun’s light failed … And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from the top to the bottom
… Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said “Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit!” And having
said this, he breathed his last. And all the multitudes who had assembled to see the sight,
People:
When they saw what had taken place, returned home beating their breasts.
Women:
And all his acquaintances and the women who had followed him from Galilee stood at a distance
and saw these things -

Late Friday Afternoon: Burial
People: (sung)
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?
Pilate:
Now there was a man named Joseph from the town of Arimathea, a good man, a righteous man, one
looking for the kingdom of God. This man went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then he
took it down and wrapped it in a linen shroud, and laid him in a rock-hewn tomb, where no one had
ever yet been laid.
Narrator:
It was the day of Preparation, and the Sabbath was beginning.
Women:
The women who had come with him form Galilee followed, and saw the tomb and how his body
was laid. Then they returned, and prepared spices and ointments Narrator:
On the Sabbath they rested according to the commandment.
◙

* Prayers of Intercession
Petition response
Leader: … Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
* Sharing the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Offering
* Offertory Response
“Create in Me a Clean Heart”
Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from your presence,
and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of your salvation,
and uphold me with your free Spirit.

* Offertory Prayer
Faithful God,
you walk beside us in desert places,
and you meet us in our hunger with bread from heaven.
Accompany us in this meal,
that we may pass over from death to life
with Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

* Words of Institution
* Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
* Invitation to Communion
Jesus draws the whole world to himself.
Come to this meal and be fed.
Communion is Received
The body of Christ, given for you
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
Strengthens you and keeps you in his grace.
Amen.
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* Prayer after Communion
God of steadfast love,
At this table you gather your people
into one body for the sake of the world.
Send us in the power of your Spirit,
that our lives bear witness to the love
that has made us new
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

WE GO INTO THE WORLD
* Blessing
You are what God made you to be:
created in Christ Jesus for good works,
chosen as holy and beloved,
freed to serve your neighbor.
God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing,
in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity.
Amen.
* Hymn
“There In God’s Garden”
There in God's garden stands the Tree of Wisdom,
whose leaves hold forth the healing of the nations:
Tree of all knowledge, Tree of all compassion,
Tree of all beauty.

ELW #342 vs. 1, 4, 5

See how its branches reach to us in welcome;
hear what the Voice says, "Come to me, ye weary!
Give me your sickness, give me all your sorrow,
I will give blessing."
This is my ending, this my resurrection;
into your hands, Lord, I commit my spirit.
This have I searched for; now I can possess it.
This ground is holy.
Recession of the Christ Candle
* Postlude

Reflection on “There In God’s Garden”
◙

Bryon Dockter

Jesus said …

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer.”
Please include the following people in your prayers this week:
Dorrie, Harlan, Laura, Pat, Mike, Hedy.
Each week different families will be included in special prayers.
Please hold in your prayers: Robert, Michelle, Rebecca and Rachel,
James and Gerry, Patrick, Kristen, Veronica and Tasha, Ruth,
Jacqueline.
Each week different missions that St. Stephen’s support through our
Sunday offerings are included in our prayers. This week we offer prayers
for Loaves & Fishes, a nonprofit organization serving free, nutritious
meals to those in need. They are guided by their vision that all people,
regardless of socioeconomic, cultural or ethnic background, deserve to
meet their basic needs for food, dignity and respect.
We also offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ in the villages of Iwonde and Ihimbo,
Tanzania especially with the challenges presented by the COVID virus as it affects their daily lives.
We pray for residents and staff of group homes and care facilities, and all healthcare workers.
We pray also for those away from home serving in the military: Ben, Nick, Jeremy, Matthew, Zachary,
Sam, Troy, Tricia, Adam, Nick, Peter DJ, Christopher, Gene, Sam, Andrew.. (Please help us keep our
military member listing up to date. Thank you.)
St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that this list is
placed inside everyone’s Bible or devotional material. All prayer requests will be listed for three weeks.
Please contact the church office if additional time is needed.
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