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Welcome to the Season of Lent at St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church ...  

“Lent is a season of repentance, turning to God and asking for God’s goodness to wipe away our sins 

and show us how to live anew.  Lent also turns us toward Easter and the abundant life God will offer 

through the three days [Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Saturday].”  

[Reprinted with permission: Sunday and Seasons © 2021 Augsburg Fortress] 

 

Our Lenten Season started when gathered together on Ash Wednesday to be reminded of our mortality  

and the need for reconciliation with and mercy from God.  In the rite of imposition of ashes we heard  

the words “you are dust and to dust you shall return”, and we studied the Office of the Keys (Confession) 

from Luther’s Small Catechism. 
 

For the six Sundays of Lent we walk with Jesus on his journey into Jerusalem and to the cross. Through 

the texts in the Revised Common Lectionary, we experience and draw parallels between Jesus’s journey 

2,000 years ago and our journey today. Common threads in worship throughout our Lenten season 

are found in the liturgy from ELW, Setting Five, as we sing the Kyrie, Hymn of Praise and the Agnus Dei 

[Lamb of God] at Holy Communion; the Gospel Acclamation ELW 616 Jesus, Remember Me; the Interces-

sory Prayer verse, from the Taizé community, ELW 348 Stay With Me; and the Offertory, from Psalm 51, 

ELW 188 Create In Me A Clean Heart, set to a hymn tune that was a common staple in Lutheran Liturgy 

from the old, red Service Book and Hymnal.    
 

Our Midweek Lenten Services, a collaboration between the Pastoral staff, the Children and Youth  

Ministry and the Music and Worship Ministry, are focused on teachings from Luther’s Small Catechism.  

The weekly topics include Office of the Keys (Confession, studied at the Ash Wednesday service 3/2),  

the Ten Commandments (3/9), the Apostle’s Creed (3/16), the Lord’s Prayer (3/23), the Sacrament  

of Holy Baptism (3/30), and the Sacrament of Holy Communion (4/9). These services will have a  

contemporary music bend, and will be led by the St Stephen’s Worship Band.    
 

One of the six Lenten Sundays, is Palm/Passion Sunday, celebrated on April 10.  That Sunday we waive 

palm branches celebrating Jesus’ triumphant march into Jerusalem, and hear the Passion story, marking  

the beginning of Holy Week. 
 

May God bless your time during the Lenten Season as we journey forward … 

 

Bryon Dockter 

Director of Worship     



WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP 

 Prelude                            Reflection on “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” Bryon Dockter 

 Welcome 

* Singing Bowl   

 Silence is kept for reflection. 

* Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross,  

the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

In the name of God, 

who makes a way in the wilderness, 

walks with us, 

and guides us in our pilgrimage. 

Amen. 
 

If you would like and are able to kneel, 

kneelers are available otherwise please be seated. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Holy One, 

we confess that we have wandered far from you: 

we have not trusted your promises, 

we have ignored your prophets in our own day, 

we have squandered our inheritance of grace, 

we have failed to recognize you in our midst. 

Have mercy on us! 

Forgive us and turn us again to you. 

Teach us to follow in your ways, 

assure us again of your love, 

and help us to love our neighbor.  Amen. 
 

Beloved in Christ, 

the Word draws near to you, 

and all who call out to God shall be saved. 

In Jesus, God comes to you again and again 

and gathers you under wings of love. 

In ☩ Jesus’ name, your sins are forgiven. 

God journeys with you and teaches you how to live in love. 

Amen. 

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 

Fourth Sunday of Lent 

Worship Service with Holy Communion 

The psalm sets the tone this day: “Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, and whose sin is put 
away!” Happy are those who have “become the righteousness of God” in the merits of Christ Jesus. Happy are 
those for whom the forgiveness of God has “rolled away . . . the disgrace” of former times. Happy is the father 
at the return of his prodigal son. Happy are we that our sins are forgiven for Jesus’ sake. Rejoice!  
[Reprinted with permission: Sunday and Seasons © 2021 Augsburg Fortress] 



 WE GIVE OUR PRAISE  

* Hymn                                          “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” ELW #807 

Come, thou Fount of ev'ry blessing, 

tune my heart to sing thy grace; 

streams of mercy, never ceasing, 

call for songs of loudest praise. 

While the hope of endless glory 

fills my heart with joy and love, 

teach me ever to adore thee; 

may I still thy goodness prove. 
 

Here I raise my Ebenezer: 

"Hither by thy help I've come"; 

and I hope, by thy good pleasure, 

safely to arrive at home. 

Jesus sought me when a stranger, 

wand'ring from the fold of God; 

he, to rescue me from danger, 

interposed his precious blood. 
 

Oh, to grace how great a debtor 

daily I'm constrained to be; 

let that grace now like a fetter 

bind my wand'ring heart to thee. 

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it; 

prone to leave the God I love. 

Here's my heart, oh, take and seal it; 

seal it for thy courts above. 

 Text: Robert Robinson, 1735-1790, alt. 

 Music: J. Wyeth, Repository of Sacred Music, Part II, 1813 

  All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773.  Public Domain 

  

* Greeting   

The love of God poured into our hearts, 

the saving grace of Jesus Christ, 

and the abundant life of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all.  And also with you. 

* Kyrie  ELW Page 156 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the peace from above, 

and for our salvation, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the peace of the whole world, 

for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For this holy house, 

and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.   

Amen.  



* Hymn of Praise                                 “All Glory be to God on High” ELW Page 159 

All glory be to God on high, and peace to earth be given! 

Let angels sing, let all reply; goodwill breaks forth from heaven! 

Lord God Almighty, heaven’s king, we worship you, our thanks we sing, 

we praise you for your glory. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, creation’s author, 

O Lamb of God, your death alone takes sin away forever. 

Stretch out your arms to ev’ry land, and, as you reign at God’s right hand, 

receive our prayer; have mercy. 
 

To you alone, O God, we cry, the Holy One we name you; 

for you alone are God most high, one living God we claim you: 

we worship you, Lord Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit ever blest, 

in God the Father’s glory.  

Amen. 

* Prayer of the Day 

God of compassion,  

you welcome the wayward,  

and you embrace us all with your mercy.  

By our baptism clothe us with garments of your grace,  

and feed us at the table of your love,  

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and forever. Amen. 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 

 First Reading  Joshua 5:9-12 

9 The LORD said to Joshua, "Today I have rolled away from you the disgrace of Egypt." And so that 

place is called Gilgal to this day.  10 While the Israelites were camped in Gilgal they kept the passover 

in the evening on the fourteenth day of the month in the plains of Jericho. 11 On the day after the 

passover, on that very day, they ate the produce of the land, unleavened cakes and parched grain. 

12 The manna ceased on the day they ate the produce of the land, and the Israelites no longer had 

manna; they ate the crops of the land of Canaan that year. 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God 

* Gospel Acclamation                    “Jesus, Remember Me” ELW #616 

Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.       sung twice 

Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom. 
 

 Text: Luke 23:42; Taizé Community 

 Text © 1981 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent.  

 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358 

 Music: Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994 . All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773  ONE LICENSE #A-708293 R-196364 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, 

Glory to you, O Lord 

* Gospel  Luke 15:1-3, 11b-24 

1 Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. 2 And the Pharisees and the 

scribes were grumbling and saying, "This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them." 3 So he told 

them this parable: "There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger of them said to his father, 

'Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.' So he divided his property between 

them. 13 A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant country, and 

there he squandered his property in dissolute living. 14 When he had spent everything, a severe  

famine took place throughout that country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired  

himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. 16 He 

would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him any-

thing. 17 But when he came to himself he said, 'How many of my father's hired hands have bread 

enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! 18 I will get up and go to my father, and I will say 

to him, "Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; 19 I am no longer worthy to be called 

your son; treat me like one of your hired hands."' 20 So he set off and went to his father. But while he 



was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around 

him and kissed him. 21 Then the son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and before 

you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.' 22 But the father said to his slaves, 'Quickly, bring 

out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 And 

get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; 24 for this son of mine was dead and is alive 

again; he was lost and is found!' And they began to celebrate.  

 Reading from the Psalms  Psalm 32 

Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven,  

 whose sin is covered. 

Happy are those to whom the LORD imputes no iniquity,  

 and in whose spirit there is no deceit. 

While I kept silence, my body wasted away  

 through my groaning all day long. 

For day and night your hand was heavy upon me;  

 my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer. 

Then I acknowledged my sin to you,  

 and I did not hide my iniquity;  

I said, "I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,"  

 and you forgave the guilt of my sin. 

Therefore let all who are faithful  

 offer prayer to you;  

at a time of distress, the rush of mighty waters  

 shall not reach them. 

You are a hiding place for me;  

 you preserve me from trouble;  

 you surround me with glad cries of deliverance. 

I will instruct you and teach you the way you should go;  

 I will counsel you with my eye upon you. 

Do not be like a horse or a mule, without understanding,  

 whose temper must be curbed with bit and bridle,  

 else it will not stay near you. 

Many are the torments of the wicked,  

 but steadfast love surrounds those who trust in the LORD. 

Be glad in the LORD and rejoice, O righteous,  

 and shout for joy, all you upright in heart. 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God 

* Gospel Continued  Luke 15:25-32 

25 "Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he heard music 

and dancing. 26 He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. 27 He replied, 'Your brother 

has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.' 

28 Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father came out and began to plead with him. 

29 But he answered his father, 'Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave for you, and 

I have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me even a young goat so that I might 

celebrate with my friends. 30 But when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your property 

with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!' 31 Then the father said to him, 'Son, you are always 

with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32 But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of 

yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.'" 

The Gospel of the Lord, 

Praise to you, O Christ 

 Sermon                                    Pastor Tim 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

 Hymn                              “Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling” ELW #608 vs. 1 

Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, 

calling for you and for me. 

See, on the portals he's waiting and watching, 

watching for you and for me. 
 



Refrain 

"Come home, (Come home,) 

come home! (come home!) 

You who are weary, come home." 

Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, 

calling, "O sinner, come home!" 

 Baptism: Bhakti Rabanus ELW Pages 227-231 

 Hymn                                         “Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling” ELW#608 vs. 2, 3 

Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading, 

pleading for you and for me? 

Why should we linger and heed not his mercies, 

mercies for you and for me?  Refrain 
 

Oh, for the wonderful love he has promised, 

promised for you and for me! 

Though we have sinned, he has mercy and pardon, 

pardon for you and for me.  Refrain 

 Text: Will L. Thompson, 1847-1909 

  Music: Will L. Thompson 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission.  

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773.  Public Domain 

* Prayers of Intercession 

 Petition response      Leader: … Lord in your mercy,  

                                                           hear our prayer. 

                                                          ELW# 348 “Stay With Us” 

Stay with me, remain here with me, 

watch and pray.  Watch and pray. 

 Text: Taizé Community 

 Text © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent.  

 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.  

 Music: Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994.  All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773, ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364  

* Sharing the Peace 

The peace of the Lord be with you.   

And also with you. 

* Offering  [Invitation to support ongoing ministries of St. Stephen’s] 

* Offertory Response                          “Create in Me a Clean Heart” ELW #188 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from your presence, 

and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of your salvation, 

and uphold me with your free Spirit. 

 Music: J. A. Freylinghausen, 1670-1739 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

  AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773.  Public Domain 

* Offertory Prayer 

Extravagant God, 

you have blessed us with the fullness of creation. 

Now we gather at your feast 

where you offer us the food that satisfies. 

Take and use what we offer here, come among us, 

and feed us with the body and blood of Christ, 

in whose name we pray. 

Amen. 



* Great Thanksgiving (sung) ELW Page 161 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

* Words of Institution 

* Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

   on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

   who trespass against us; 

 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

  forever and ever.   Amen. 

* Invitation to Communion 

Here is food and drink for the journey. 

Take and be filled. 

   [Please open red hymnal to] 

* Agnus Dei                                                    “Lamb of God” ELW Page 164 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; Have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.  Amen. 

* Communion is Received               

  The body of Christ, given for you 

  The blood of Christ, shed for you.   Amen. 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

Strengthens you and keeps you in his grace.  Amen. 

* Prayer after Communion 

Blessed Jesus, 

in this rich meal of grace, 

you have fed us with your body, the bread of life. 

Now send us forth to bear your life-giving hope 

to a world in need. 

Amen. 

WE GO INTO THE WORLD 

* Blessing 

You are children of God, 

anointed with the oil of gladness 

and strengthened for the journey. 

 

Almighty God, 

motherly, majestic, and mighty, 

☩ bless you this day and always. 

Amen. 



* Hymn                                               “What Wondrous Love Is This” ELW #666 vs. 1, 2, 3 

What wondrous love is this,  

O my soul, O my soul! 

What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 

What wondrous love is this 

that caused the Lord of bliss 

to bear the dreadful curse  

for my soul, for my soul, 

to bear the dreadful curse for my soul? 
 

When I was sinking down,  

sinking down, sinking down, 

when I was sinking down, sinking down, 

when I was sinking down 

beneath God's righteous frown, 

Christ laid aside his crown  

for my soul, for my soul, 

Christ laid aside his crown for my soul. 
 

To God and to the Lamb  

I will sing, I will sing; 

to God and to the Lamb I will sing; 

to God and to the Lamb, 

who is the great I AM, 

while millions join the theme,  

I will sing, I will sing, 

while millions join the theme, I will sing. 

 Text: North American folk hymn, 19th cent., alt.  

 Music: W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835; arr. Paul J. Christiansen, 1914-1997, alt.  

 Music: John Hughes, 1873-1932.  All rights reserved. Used by permission.  

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773, ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 #78764 

* Dismissal 

Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

* Postlude                             Celebration of “What Wondrous Love Is This”  Bryon Dockter 



Leaders in Today’s Service 
 

Presiding Pastor .......................................................................... The Rev. Dr. John Snider 

Preaching Pastor  .............................................................. The Rev. Tim Thompson, Ph.D 

Director of Worship ..................................................................................... Bryon Dockter 

Song Leaders............................................................................ Philp Dahl, Hannah Ruikka 

Lector ........................................................................................................... Beth Hostager 

Communications and Media Coordinator ................................................. Garrett Masters 

Audio Visual Ministry .................................................................................. Norm Goetzke 

Altar Guild ................................................................................................Mary Jo Martinek 

Prayer Chain .......... Rachel Circle, Mary Circle, Kathy Ericson, Abby Vavra, Janet Gibson 

Outdoor Street Sign .......................................................... Jerry Thoreson, Merrill Zieman 

Jesus said …   

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer.” 
Please include the following people in your prayers this week:  

Dwayne Strandberg, Merwin Perkins, Barb Ihle, Phil Mead, Jim Lamont, 

Rich Rabanus, Roger Quick, LaMoyne Wencel, Phyllis Elmquist, Beatrice Tonn, 

Laura Walsh (Snider), Richard Morton (Snider), Kelly (Theno), Lili Vischer, Brittany Rooney (Pirkl), 

Kathy Mikel, Lynn Schneider (Brunkow), Keith Lutzen (MacKenzie), Cheryl (Schultz). 
 

Each week different families will be included in special prayers.  

Please hold in your prayers:   

Justin, Janell, Logan, Kira and MacKenzie Woods, 

Stacy, Dave, Kally and Ellie Dreelan, 

Patrick, Amy, William and Audrey Chaussee, 

Cynthia and Kaley Becker, Jessica Anderson. 
 

Each week different missions that St. Stephen’s support through our  

Sunday offerings. This week we offer prayers for  

Lutheran Campus Ministry. 

A ministry grounded in Christ, guided by the values of hospitality, service, justice, integrity and cu-

riosity. Operating on university campuses throughout the country bringing together like minded 

individuals to share God’s word. 
 

We also offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ  

in the villages of Iwonde and Ihimbo, Tanzania. 
 

We pray for residents and staff of group homes 

and care facilities, and all healthcare workers. 
 

We pray also for those away from home serving in the military:  

Tim Anderson, Ben Appenzeller, Nick Appenzeller, Jeremy Eittreim,  

Matthew Eittreim, Zachary Ericson, Sam Gieser, Troy Hoban, Tricia Howe,  

Adam Kenny, Nick Lane, Peter D. J. McKenzie, Donald McKenzie, Christopher Meyers,  

Gene Morton, Sam Paton, Andrew Reed, Lindsey Willwerscheid. (Please help us keep our military 

member listing up to date. Thank you.) 

Happy 50th Anniversary to Betty and Don Forester 

Congratulations and thanks for sharing your joy! 

Today we welcome into the body of Christ through baptism, Bhakti Rabanus 
 

May we all be reminded of God’s grace at work in our own baptism.   

Thanks be to God! 

 



Senior Pastor John Snider  |  Associate Pastor of Discipleship Tim Thompson   
 

1575 Charlton Street    West St. Paul, MN 55118     

 

We at St Stephen’s Lutheran Church recognize and respect intellectual property rights 

and are committed to fulfilling our moral and legal obligations 

with respect to our use of copyright-protected works. 
 

Bulletin Acknowledgements 
 

Liturgical texts, prayers, cover art and graphics: Sunday and Seasons 

Reprinted with permission under AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 
 

Music and Streaming Licenses: AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773; 

ONELICENSE.NET License #A-708293 #R-196364; CCLI License #1664009 #20540802; CCS License #14375. 

Watch for these themes in the Gospel of Luke this year: 

 Fulfillment of prophecy and connections to the Old Testament. 

 Release from oppression, poverty, illness, debt etc. (The "Jubilee" of Leviticus 25) 

 Reversals of conventional wisdom, status and expectations. 

 The Holy Spirit as an actor, playing a role in the narrative. 


