Growing Connections to God, Each Other and the World

The Prodigal Father???
The story of The Prodigal Son is pretty familiar, but we often miss
why he's labeled as "prodigal." The word "prodigal" doesn't have
anything to do with leaving home or getting in trouble. It means
to be generous and lavish to the point that it becomes wasteful which is what the younger son did in the foreign country! Once
we know that, we can see that there's another character in the
story who is generous beyond measure... the father. His love for
his sons (both of them) is, in a word, prodigious and some would
even say wasteful. That's the story of The Prodigal Father.

Well done!

As we unanimously decided at our Congregational Meeting on January 30, 2022, the
Gift Committee has made their recommendations to the Congregation Council, which approved them
Wednesday, March 16, for a giving total of $62,163. While we have so much to celebrate along our
journey of generosity—and we will share all the details in the coming weeks—now is the time to respond to
the need of the Ukrainians. St. Stephen’s is giving $10,000 to the ELCA’s Lutheran Disaster Response. The
ELCA has a remarkable reputation and track record in service to those in need.
We invite your individual gifts to be sent to the ELCA. Gift forms are included in today’s worship bulletin.
Checks should be written to the Lutheran Disaster Response and can be mailed to: Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America, ELCA Gifts Processing Center, P.O. Bo 1809, Merrifield, VA 22116-8009. Please write
“Eastern Europe Crisis Response” (100% will be used to provide support for people impacted by conflict in
this region.) St. Stephen’s will also forward your checks.

March is Minnesota FoodShare Month
As the month of March comes to an end—the need for food support in our community
continues. Many thanks to those that have participated this month with either a
donation of food or cash. If you have not had a chance yet, please consider a
financial donation TODAY. Food shelves have access to food banks and discount
purchasing programs, allowing them to get more with financial donations. Checks can
be written to St. Stephen's with "MN FoodShare" on the memo line. Thank you for your
generosity and love for our neighbors!

Open Forum—Sundays
(10:30-11:20am)
Today’s Open Forum— “Liberating Spirit”
Let’s get to know our friends from Liberating Spirit. Pastor Tim and the folks from
Liberating Spirit will share with us how their Congregation was formed, their goals
and aspirations. Come and greet our fellow followers of Jesus and partners with him
in the work of God in the world.

12 People!

That is the number of people who are considering being part of Faithful
Connections. This ministry focus is one way to strengthen how we live together as a
community of faith. People will choose one of three ways to make these connections
here at St. Stephen’s: writing a card, making a phone call or face to face visit. Training
for this ministry will begin April 2 from 9:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. If you are interested in
finding more about this ministry please contact Chris and Linda Becker at
beck1230@comcast.net.

COVID—It’s been 2 years since we announced that in person worship would be suspended—we
thought maybe for a few weeks, little did we know! Our Safety Committee continues to monitor and assess
what our best next steps forward will be.
Here are some of the steps we are taking now towards returning to normal …


We recommend being fully vaccinated—it remains our best line of defense!



Masks are no longer “expected” at St. Stephen’s—but they are “welcomed”. Please wear them
as determined by your own comfort level.



Food and drink will be served again. Sunday Coffee Hour is back!



Music can include choirs and woodwinds, though worship leaders will continue to be masked.

GEMS
Luther’s Small Catechism

There are gems for our lives in Luther’s Small
Catechism—let’s find them together!

from

Wednesdays in Lent—Worship at 6:30 p.m.

Our ongoing weekly focus schedule is as follows:
March 2-Confession and Forgiveness
James 5:16

March 9-The Ten Commandments
Exodus 20:1-17

March 16-The Apostle’s Creed
1 Corinthians 15:3-5

March 23-The Lord’s Prayer
Matthew 6:7-12

March 30-Holy Baptism
Romans 6:3-4

April 6-Holy Communion
Matthew 26:26-29

We would like to remind you that each morning in Lent, our Pastors are providing short reflections that we're calling
Morning Moments! These little videos follow the themes of our Wednesday night worship services, where we are
exploring a different part of Luther's Small Catechism each week. There will be seven reflections for each theme,
with a new set starting each Thursday morning at 6am.
Please use this link https://www.facebook.com/sslcwsp/videos to access the videos on our Facebook page. You
may need to scroll down a bit to the "Latest Videos" section if the Morning Moment is not already at the top of the
page. Or, if you have a Facebook account and haven’t yet, follow St Stephen’s Facebook for morning notifications .

Our friends from Salem Lutheran have invited all
to attend their upcoming events:
These events include:
Tuesday, April 12 at 1p.m. OWLS (Older Wiser Lutherans) meeting in their Fellowship Hall.
During this meeting there will be a senior health and wellness presentation. The presenter
is Louise Nesdahl, Staff Nurse at HealthEast and Salem Lutheran’s Parish Nurse. If you have
questions regarding the OWLS group or the upcoming presentation, questions can be directed to Janet Sell (651) 454-2637 or Shirley Peterson (651) 426-0005.
Saturday, April 16 10 a.m.-Noon Easter Family Fun!!
All are invited for a good old fashion Easter egg hunt, craft activities and obstacle courses
for all ages. The Easter bunny will be on site as well! Prizes for the egg hunt and the big
kids/adult obstacle course will be awarded. Hop on over to Salem and join the fun!
Learn more about Salem and upcoming events at www.salemluth.org. They can also be found on Facebook
at https://www.facebook.com/salemluth/. Salem Lutheran is located at 11 W. Bernard St. in West St Paul.

SAVE THE DATE—Saturday, May 21 | 2p.m.-6p.m.
Support Local Scouting—St. Stephen’s Troop 248/Pack 37

BBQ FUNDRAISER and Silent Auction & Raffle
North 40 Tavern, 189 Winona St W, West St Paul
Pre-sale tickets available in advance from your neighborhood Scout or online via
Venmo. For pricing, more information and the Venmo QRC Code, please see the Boy
Scout website https://troop248wsp.org/ or the flyer on the bulletin board in Narthex.

PLEASE NOTE: Links included in the eUpdate are not active—
watch for a separate email that contains resources available
and active links all in one handy document.
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