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Welcome to the Season of Lent at St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church ...  

“Lent is a season of repentance, turning to God and asking for God’s goodness to wipe away our sins 

and show us how to live anew.  Lent also turns us toward Easter and the abundant life God will offer 

through the three days [Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Saturday].”  

[Reprinted with permission: Sunday and Seasons © 2021 Augsburg Fortress] 

 

Our Lenten Season started when gathered together on Ash Wednesday to be reminded of our mortality  

and the need for reconciliation with and mercy from God.  In the rite of imposition of ashes we heard  

the words “you are dust and to dust you shall return”, and we studied the Office of the Keys (Confession) 

from Luther’s Small Catechism. 
 

For the six Sundays of Lent we walk with Jesus on his journey into Jerusalem and to the cross. Through 

the texts in the Revised Common Lectionary, we experience and draw parallels between Jesus’s journey 

2,000 years ago and our journey today. Common threads in worship throughout our Lenten season 

are found in the liturgy from ELW, Setting Five, as we sing the Kyrie, Hymn of Praise and the Agnus Dei 

[Lamb of God] at Holy Communion; the Gospel Acclamation ELW 616 Jesus, Remember Me; the Interces-

sory Prayer verse, from the Taizé community, ELW 348 Stay With Me; and the Offertory, from Psalm 51, 

ELW 188 Create In Me A Clean Heart, set to a hymn tune that was a common staple in Lutheran Liturgy 

from the old, red Service Book and Hymnal.    
 

Our Midweek Lenten Services, a collaboration between the Pastoral staff, the Children and Youth  

Ministry and the Music and Worship Ministry, are focused on teachings from Luther’s Small Catechism.  

The weekly topics include Office of the Keys (Confession, studied at the Ash Wednesday service 3/2),  

the Ten Commandments (3/9), the Apostle’s Creed (3/16), the Lord’s Prayer (3/23), the Sacrament  

of Holy Baptism (3/30), and the Sacrament of Holy Communion (4/9). These services will have a  

contemporary music bend, and will be led by the St Stephen’s Worship Band.    
 

One of the six Lenten Sundays, is Palm/Passion Sunday, celebrated on April 10.  That Sunday we waive 

palm branches celebrating Jesus’ triumphant march into Jerusalem, and hear the Passion story, marking  

the beginning of Holy Week. 
 

May God bless your time during the Lenten Season as we journey forward … 

 

Bryon Dockter 

Director of Worship     



WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP 

 Prelude                                     Reflection on “Surely God Is My Salvation” Bryon Dockter 

 Welcome 

* Singing Bowl   

 Silence is kept for reflection. 

* Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross,  

the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

In the name of God, 

who makes a way in the wilderness, 

walks with us, 

and guides us in our pilgrimage. 

Amen. 
 

If you would like and are able to kneel, 

kneelers are available otherwise please be seated. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Holy One, 

we confess that we have wandered far from you: 

we have not trusted your promises, 

we have ignored your prophets in our own day, 

we have squandered our inheritance of grace, 

we have failed to recognize you in our midst. 

Have mercy on us! 

Forgive us and turn us again to you. 

Teach us to follow in your ways, 

assure us again of your love, 

and help us to love our neighbor.  Amen. 
 

Beloved in Christ, 

the Word draws near to you, 

and all who call out to God shall be saved. 

In Jesus, God comes to you again and again 

and gathers you under wings of love. 

In ☩ Jesus’ name, your sins are forgiven. 

God journeys with you and teaches you how to live in love. 

Amen. 

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 

Third Sunday of Lent 

Worship Service with Holy Communion 

The warnings are plentiful and blunt on the third Sunday in Lent. Cut it out or get cut down! The warnings are 
accompanied by God’s invitation to attentiveness: “Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may 
live.” The landowner’s ultimatum is forestalled by the gardener’s readiness to till the ground one more year. 
That is good news for all of us. Thanks be to God! [Reprinted with permission: Sunday and Seasons © 2021 Augsburg  

Fortress] 



 WE GIVE OUR PRAISE  

* Hymn                                                 “Surely God Is My Salvation” ACS 926 vs. 1, 2, 3 

Surely God is my salvation, 

I will trust and shall not fear. 

God the Lord is strong and mighty, 

my salvation true. 
 

Refrain 

Shout aloud and sing for joy, O daughter Zion! 

Great in your midst is the Lord, the Holy One! 

Shout aloud and sing for joy, O daughter Zion! 

Great in your midst is the Lord, the Holy One! 
 

Thus with joy you shall draw water 

from salvation's wells and springs. 

Sing your thanks to God Almighty 

for these wondrous deeds.  Refrain 
 

Tell the nations of God's glory, 

make this known in all the earth. 

Praise the Lord, the God of Israel, 

call upon God's name.  Refrain 

 Text: Zebulon M. Highben, b. 1979, based on Isaiah 12:2-6 

 Text © 2009 Augsburg Fortress 

  All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 , ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 

  

* Greeting   

The love of God poured into our hearts, 

the saving grace of Jesus Christ, 

and the abundant life of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all.  And also with you. 

* Kyrie  ELW Page 156 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the peace from above, 

and for our salvation, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the peace of the whole world, 

for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For this holy house, 

and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.   

Amen.  

* Hymn of Praise                                “All Glory be to God on High” ELW Page 159 

All glory be to God on high, and peace to earth be given! 

Let angels sing, let all reply; goodwill breaks forth from heaven! 

Lord God Almighty, heaven’s king, we worship you, our thanks we sing, 

we praise you for your glory. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, creation’s author, 

O Lamb of God, your death alone takes sin away forever. 

Stretch out your arms to ev’ry land, and, as you reign at God’s right hand, 

receive our prayer; have mercy. 

 



To you alone, O God, we cry, the Holy One we name you; 

for you alone are God most high, one living God we claim you: 

we worship you, Lord Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit ever blest, 

in God the Father’s glory.  

Amen. 

* Prayer of the Day 

Eternal God,  

your kingdom has broken into our troubled  

world through the life, death, and resurrection of your Son.  

Help us to hear your word and obey it,  

and bring your saving love to fruition in our lives,  

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and forever. Amen. 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 

 First Reading  Isaiah 55:1-9 

1 Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no money, come, buy and eat! 

Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. 2 Why do you spend your money for that 

which is not bread, and your labor for that which does not satisfy? Listen carefully to me, and eat what 

is good, and delight yourselves in rich food. 3 Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you 

may live. I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David. 4 See, I made 

him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples. 5 See, you shall call nations 

that you do not know, and nations that do not know you shall run to you, because of the LORD your 

God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you. 6 Seek the LORD while he may be found, call upon 

him while he is near; 7 let the wicked forsake their way, and the unrighteous their thoughts; let them 

return to the LORD, that he may have mercy on them, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 

8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD. 9 For as the  

heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your 

thoughts. 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God 

 Reading from the Psalms  Psalm 63:1-8 

O God, you are my God, I seek you,  

 my soul thirsts for you; 

my flesh faints for you,  

 as in a dry and weary land where there is no water. 

So I have looked upon you in the sanctuary,  

 beholding your power and glory. 

Because your steadfast love is better than life,  

 my lips will praise you. 

So I will bless you as long as I live;  

 I will lift up my hands and call on your name. 

My soul is satisfied as with a rich feast,  

 and my mouth praises you with joyful lips 

when I think of you on my bed,  

 and meditate on you in the watches of the night; 

for you have been my help,  

 and in the shadow of your wings I sing for joy. 

My soul clings to you;  

 your right hand upholds me. 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God 



* Gospel Acclamation                             “Jesus, Remember Me” ELW #616 

   sung twice 

Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom. 

Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom. 
 

 Text: Luke 23:42; Taizé Community 

 Text © 1981 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent.  

 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358 

 Music: Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994 . All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773  ONE LICENSE #A-708293 R-196364 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, 

Glory to you, O Lord 

* Gospel  Luke 13:1-9 

1 At that very time there were some present who told him about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had 

mingled with their sacrifices. 2 He asked them, "Do you think that because these Galileans suffered in 

this way they were worse sinners than all other Galileans? 3 No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you 

will all perish as they did. 4 Or those eighteen who were killed when the tower of Siloam fell on 

them—do you think that they were worse offenders than all the others living in Jerusalem? 5 No, I tell 

you; but unless you repent, you will all perish just as they did."  6 Then he told this parable: "A man 

had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came looking for fruit on it and found none. 7 So he said 

to the gardener, 'See here! For three years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find 

none. Cut it down! Why should it be wasting the soil?' 8 He replied, 'Sir, let it alone for one more year, 

until I dig around it and put manure on it. 9 If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you 

can cut it down.'" 

The Gospel of the Lord, 

Praise to you, O Christ 

 Sermon                                    Guest Pastor Scott Jakel 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

 Hymn                                         “Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery” ELW #334 vs. 1, 2, 3 

Tree of Life and awesome myst'ry, 

in your death we are reborn; 

though you die in all of hist'ry, 

still you rise with ev'ry morn, 

still you rise with ev'ry morn. 
 

We remember truth once spoken, 

love passed on through act and word; 

ev'ry person lost and broken 

wears the body of our Lord, 

wears the body of our Lord. 
 

Christ, you lead and we shall follow, 

stumbling though our steps may be; 

one with you in joy and sorrow, 

we the river, you the sea, 

we the river, you the sea. 

 

 Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950 

 Text © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. 

  www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. Music: Marty Haugen 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission.  

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 , ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 

* Prayers of Intercession 

 Petition response      Leader: … Lord in your mercy,  

                                                           hear our prayer. 

                                                          ELW# 348 “Stay With Us” 

Stay with me, remain here with me, 

watch and pray.  Watch and pray. 
 

 Text: Taizé Community 

 Text © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent.  

 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.  

 Music: Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994.  All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773, ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364  



* Sharing the Peace 

The peace of the Lord be with you.   

And also with you. 

* Offering  [Invitation to support ongoing ministries of St. Stephen’s] 

* Offertory Response                            “Create in Me a Clean Heart” ELW #188 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from your presence, 

and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of your salvation, 

and uphold me with your free Spirit. 

 Music: J. A. Freylinghausen, 1670-1739 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

  AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773.  Public Domain 

* Offertory Prayer 

Extravagant God, 

you have blessed us with the fullness of creation. 

Now we gather at your feast 

where you offer us the food that satisfies. 

Take and use what we offer here, come among us, 

and feed us with the body and blood of Christ, 

in whose name we pray. 

Amen. 

* Great Thanksgiving (sung) ELW Page 161 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

* Words of Institution 

* Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

   on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

   who trespass against us; 

 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

  forever and ever.   Amen. 

* Invitation to Communion 

Here is food and drink for the journey. 

Take and be filled. 

   [Please open red hymnal to] 

* Agnus Dei                                                    “Lamb of God” ELW Page 164 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; Have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.  Amen. 



* Communion is Received               

  The body of Christ, given for you 

  The blood of Christ, shed for you.   Amen. 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

Strengthens you and keeps you in his grace.  Amen. 

* Prayer after Communion 

Blessed Jesus, 

in this rich meal of grace, 

you have fed us with your body, the bread of life. 

Now send us forth to bear your life-giving hope 

to a world in need. 

Amen. 

WE GO INTO THE WORLD 

* Blessing 

You are children of God, 

anointed with the oil of gladness 

and strengthened for the journey. 

 

Almighty God, 

motherly, majestic, and mighty, 

☩ bless you this day and always. 

Amen. 

* Hymn                                              “Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer” ELW #618 

Guide me ever, great Redeemer, 

pilgrim through this barren land. 

I am weak, but you are mighty; 

hold me with your pow'rful hand. 

Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, 

feed me now and evermore, 

feed me now and evermore. 
 

Open now the crystal fountain 

where the healing waters flow; 

let the fire and cloudy pillar 

lead me all my journey through. 

Strong deliv'rer, strong deliv'rer, 

shield me with your mighty arm, 

shield me with your mighty arm. 
 

When I tread the verge of Jordan, 

bid my anxious fears subside; 

death of death and hell's destruction, 

land me safe on Canaan's side. 

Songs and praises, songs and praises, 

I will raise forevermore, 

I will raise forevermore. 

 Text: William Williams, 1717-1791;  

 tr. William Williams and Peter Williams, 1722-1796, alt.  

 Music: John Hughes, 1873-1932.  All rights reserved. Used by permission.  

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773, Public Domain 

* Dismissal 

Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

* Postlude                            Celebration of “Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer”  Bryon Dockter 



Watch for these themes in the Gospel of Luke this year: 

 Fulfillment of prophecy and connections to the Old Testament. 

 Release from oppression, poverty, illness, debt etc. (The "Jubilee" of Leviticus 25) 

 Reversals of conventional wisdom, status and expectations. 

 The Holy Spirit as an actor, playing a role in the narrative. 

Altar Flowers 
In Honor of our son, Kendal Wellen 

Given by Kenneth and Patricia Wellen 

Jesus said …   

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer.” 
 

Please include the following people in your prayers this week:  

Dwayne Strandberg, Merwin Perkins, Barb Ihle, Phil Mead, 

Rich Rabanus, Roger Quick, LaMoyne Wencel, Phyllis Elmquist, 

Laura Walsh (Snider), Richard Morton (Snider),  

Kathy Mikel, Lynn Schneider (Brunkow), Keith Lutzen (MacKenzie). 
 

Each week different families will be included in special prayers.  

Please hold in your prayers:   

Dave and Julie Stegnik, Darlene Olson, 

Andy and Sara Ruff, Delores Trombley, 

Gordon and Judy Pryor 
 

Each week different missions that St. Stephen’s support through our  

Sunday offerings. This week we offer prayers for  

 Lutheran World Relief: Fairly Traded Coffee and Chocolate 

Supporting Fair Trade reflects our faith—it improves the lives of farmers,  

families, and communities around the world.  Benefits to farming communities 

include access to clean water, health clinics, and schools. Fair trade also helps stop child labor, 

human trafficking, and slavery in the cocoa farming industry. 
 

We also offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ  

in the villages of Iwonde and Ihimbo, Tanzania. 
 

We pray for residents and staff of group homes 

and care facilities, and all healthcare workers. 
 

We pray also for those away from home serving in the military:  

Tim Anderson, Ben Appenzeller, Nick Appenzeller, Jeremy Eittreim,  

Matthew Eittreim, Zachary Ericson, Sam Gieser, Troy Hoban, Tricia Howe,  

Adam Kenny, Nick Lane, Peter D. J. McKenzie, Donald McKenzie,  

Christopher Meyers, Gene Morton, Sam Paton, Andrew Reed,  

Lindsey Willwerscheid. (Please help us keep our military member  

listing up to date. Thank you.) 

 

St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that  

this list is placed inside everyone’s Bible or devotional material.  All prayer requests will  

be listed for three weeks.  Please contact the church office if additional time is needed. 



Senior Pastor John Snider  |  Associate Pastor of Discipleship Tim Thompson   
 

1575 Charlton Street    West St. Paul, MN 55118     

 

We at St Stephen’s Lutheran Church recognize and respect intellectual property rights 

and are committed to fulfilling our moral and legal obligations 

with respect to our use of copyright-protected works. 
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