GEMS
Luther’s Small Catechism
from

Wednesdays in Lent
Weekly Focus and Scriptures
March 2 | 11:00 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.
Confession and Forgiveness
James 5:16
March 9 | 6:30 p.m.
The Ten Commandments
Exodus 20:1-17
March 16 | 6:30 p.m.
The Apostle’s Creed
1 Corinthians 15:3-5
March 23 | 6:30 p.m.
The Lord’s Prayer
Matthew 6:7-12
March 30 | 6:30 p.m.
Holy Baptism
Romans 6:3-4
April 6 | 6:30 p.m.
Holy Communion
Matthew 26:26-29
Lent calls us to the renewal of our lives. We are going back to the essence of our Christian faith as explained
by Martin Luther. The Small Catechism was written for families to instruct themselves. Originally printed as
large posters prominently display in villages for all to read.
We are giving the booklet version of the Small Catechism to everyone at St. Stephen’s to help our Lenten
renewal.
Each Wednesday one of the sections of the Catechism will be highlighted—we are all encouraged to read
that section daily for the week. There will be daily insights available from our pastors on our Facebook page.
Each Wednesday those attending worship will be given a “gem” as a reminder.
There are gems for our lives in Luther’s Small Catechism—let’s find them together!

March 2

James 5:16
Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another, so that you may be healed.
The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective.
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March 9

Exodus 20:1-17

Then God spoke all these words: 2 I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out
of the house of slavery; 3 you shall have no other gods before me. 4 You shall not make for yourself an idol,
whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 5 You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I the LORD your God am a jealous
God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and the fourth generation of those who reject
me, 6 but showing steadfast love to the thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my commandments. 7 You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not acquit anyone who misuses his name. 8 Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor
and do all your work. 10 But the seventh day is a sabbath to the LORD your God; you shall not do any work—
you, your son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in your towns.
11 For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the seventh
day; therefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it. 12 Honor your father and your mother,
so that your days may be long in the land that the LORD your God is giving you. 13 You shall not murder.
14 You shall not commit adultery. 15 You shall not steal. 16 You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 17 You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your neighbor's wife, or male or female
slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.
1

1 Corinthians 15:3-5

March 16

For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, 4 and that he was buried, and that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.
3

Matthew 6:7-12

March 23

Jesus said …
7 "When you are praying, do not heap up empty phrases as the Gentiles do; for they think that they will be
heard because of their many words. 8 Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you
ask him. 9 "Pray then in this way: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 10 Your kingdom come. Your
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 11 Give us this day our daily bread. 12 And forgive us our debts, as we
also have forgiven our debtors.
March 30

Romans 6:3-4

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?
Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the
dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.
3
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April 6

Matthew 26:26-29

While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke it, gave it to the disciples,
and said, "Take, eat; this is my body." 27 Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to them, saying, "Drink from it, all of you; 28 for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29 I tell you, I will never again drink of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new
with you in my Father's kingdom."
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