St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
Worship Service with Communion
March 2, 2022  6:30 p.m.

Welcome to Ash Wednesday Services at St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church …
Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of the forty-day season of Lent.
It is a sacred and solemn reminder of our mortality and the need for
reconciliation with and mercy from God. Today’s service begins with the
order of confession and the rite of imposition of the ashes. We hear the
words “remember you are dust and to dust you shall return” and sing
these words during the rite. We bear ourselves open pleading God’s divine mercy in
the Kyrie; we praise God in the Hymn of Praise; we listen and we hear God’s word in
the Scripture and message focusing on the Office of the Keys (order of Confession)
from Luther’s Small Catechism. Finally, we share the meal of bread and wine in the
Sacrament of Holy Communion. The hymns we sing today direct our focus on Christ’s
journey during these forty-days and leave our service singing the haunting hymn ELW
334 Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery.
Blessings on your journey with Christ these forty days.
Bryon Dockter, Director of Worship

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
Ash Wednesday
Worship Service with Holy Communion
On Ash Wednesday we begin our forty-day journey toward Easter with a day of fasting and repentance.
Marking our foreheads with dust, we acknowledge that we die and return to the earth. At the same time,
the dust traces the life-giving cross indelibly marked on our foreheads at baptism. While we journey
through Lent to return to God, we have already been reconciled to God through Christ. We humbly pray
for God to make our hearts clean while we rejoice that “now is the day of salvation.” Returning to our
baptismal call, we more intentionally bear the fruits of mercy and justice in the world.
[Reprinted with permission: Sunday and Seasons]

GATHERING
Prelude

Reflection of “Remember That You Are Dust”

Welcome
Invitation to Lent
Friends in Christ, today with the whole church
we enter the time of remembering Jesus’ passover
from death to life, and our life in Christ is renewed.
We begin this holy season by acknowledging our need
for repentance and for God’s mercy.
We are created to experience joy in communion with God,
to love one another, and to live in harmony with creation.
But our sinful rebellion separates us from God,
our neighbors, and creation, so that we do not enjoy
the life our creator intended.
As disciples of Jesus, we are called to a discipline
that contends against evil and resists whatever leads us away
from love of God and neighbor. I invite you, therefore,
to the discipline of Lent—self-examination and repentance,
prayer and fasting, sacrificial giving and works of love—
strengthened by the gifts of word and sacrament.
Let us continue our journey through these forty days
to the great Three Days of Jesus’ death and resurrection.
* Singing Bowl
Silence is kept for reflection.

* Confession and Imposition of Ashes
In the name of the Father,
and of the ☩ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy One,
we confess that we have wandered far from you:
we have not trusted your promises,
we have ignored your prophets in our own day,
we have squandered our inheritance of grace,
we have failed to recognize you in our midst.
Have mercy on us!
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Forgive us and turn us again to you.
Teach us to follow in your ways,
assure us again of your love,
and help us to love our neighbor.
Amen.
Thank you Lord for this season of Lent.
May it afford us a new and faithful perspective
In the midst of the challenges, fears, and joys of our lives.
Guide us in our practice of Lent.
May the changes we begin, our new expressions of faith,
become sources of growth for love of you
and love of our neighbor.
Jesus, during this Lent as we bring our attention to the stations of your cross,
as we open ourselves to your example of love for all,
may we find new ways to offer ourselves—
to make room for others to follow your life-giving journey of the cross.
As we join together as your people,
confident in your love,
may we freely and trustingly follow where you lead.
Amen.
Imposition of Ashes
Our ancestors in the faith used ashes as a sign of our repentance,
a symbol of the uncertainty and fragility of human life.
Like them, we have tasted the ashes of hopelessness;
the ashes of loss and pain; the ashes of brokenness.
Worshippers are invited to make the sign of the cross on their foreheads.

* Hymn

“Remember That You Are Dust”

ACS# 919

to be sung multiple times

Text: Ash Wednesday liturgy
Music: CROSS OF ASHES, Mark Mummert, b. 1965
Music © 2009 Augsburg Fortress
All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773
ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

WE GIVE OUR PRAISE
* Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
* Kyrie
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
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For the peace from above,
and for our salvation,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world,
for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house,
and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.
* Hymn of Praise
“All Glory be to God on High”
All glory be to God on high, and peace to earth be given!
Let angels sing, let all reply; goodwill breaks forth from heaven!
Lord God Almighty, heaven’s king, we worship you, our thanks we sing,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, creation’s author,
O Lamb of God, your death alone takes sin away forever.
Stretch out your arms to ev’ry land, and, as you reign at God’s right hand,
receive our prayer; have mercy.
To you alone, O God, we cry, the Holy One we name you;
for you alone are God most high, one living God we claim you:
we worship you, Lord Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit ever blest,
in God the Father’s glory.
Amen.
* Prayer of the Day
Gracious God,
out of your love and mercy
you breathed into dust the breath of life,
creating us to serve you and our neighbors.
Call forth our prayers and acts of kindness,
and strengthen us to face our mortality
with confidence in the mercy of your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
* Gospel Acclamation
“Jesus, Remember Me”
Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.
Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.

ELW #616

Text: Luke 23:42; Taizé Community
Text © 1981 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent.
7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358
Music: Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994
All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 ONE LICENSE #A-708293 R-196364

* Scripture Reading
James 5:16
16 Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another, so that you may be healed.
The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective.
Sermon

Pastor Tim

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD
Hymn
“Forgive Our Sins As We Forgive”
"Forgive our sins as we forgive,"
you taught us, Lord, to pray;
but you alone can grant us grace
to live the words we say.

ELW#605 vs 1, 2, 3

How can your pardon reach and bless
the unforgiving heart
that broods on wrongs and will not let
old bitterness depart?
In blazing light your cross reveals
the truth we dimly knew:
how trifling others' debts to us;
how great our debt to you!
Text: Rosamond E. Herklots, 1905-1987, alt.
Text © Oxford University Press 1969
Music: The Sacred Harp. Philadelphia 1844
All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364,
CCLI #1664009, #20540802 Song #5982493

* Apostles’ Creed
With the whole church, let us confess our faith,
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

* Prayers of Intercession
Petition response
Leader: … Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
ELW# 348 “Stay With Us”
Stay with me, remain here with me,
watch and pray. Watch and pray.
Text: Taizé Community
Text © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent.
7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
Music: Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994. All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773, ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

* Offering [Invitation to support ongoing ministries of St. Stephen’s]
* Offertory Response
“Create in Me a Clean Heart”
Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from your presence,
and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of your salvation,
and uphold me with your free Spirit.

ELW #188

Music: J. A. Freylinghausen, 1670-1739
All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. Public Domain

* Offertory Prayer
Extravagant God,
you have blessed us with the fullness of creation.
Now we gather at your feast
where you offer us the food that satisfies.
Take and use what we offer here, come among us,
and feed us with the body and blood of Christ,
in whose name we pray.
Amen.

* Great Thanksgiving (sung)
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

* Words of Institution
* Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
* Invitation to Communion
Here is food and drink for the journey.
Take and be filled.
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* Agnus Dei
“Lamb of God”
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; Have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. Amen.

ELW Page 164

* Communion is Received
The body of Christ, given for you
The blood of Christ, shed for you.

Amen.

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
Strengthens you and keeps you in his grace. Amen.
* Prayer after Communion
Blessed Jesus,
in this rich meal of grace,
you have fed us with your body, the bread of life.
Now send us forth to bear your life-giving hope
to a world in need.
Amen.

WE GO INTO THE WORLD
* Blessing
You are children of God,
anointed with the oil of gladness
and strengthened for the journey.
Almighty God,
motherly, majestic, and mighty,
☩ bless you this day and always.
Amen.
* Hymn
“Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery”
From the dawning of creation
you have loved us as your own;
stay with us through all temptation,
make us turn to you alone.

ELW #334 vs. 1, 2, 3

In our call to be a blessing,
may we be a blessing true;
may we live and die confessing
Christ as Lord of all we do.
.

Living Water of salvation,
be the fountain of each soul;
springing up in new creation,
flow in us and make us whole.
Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950. Text © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc.,
7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773, ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

* Dismissal
Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way.
Thanks be to God.
* Postlude

Variation on “Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery”

Bryon Dockter

Jesus said …

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer.”
Please include the following people in your prayers this week:
Dwayne Strandberg, Evelyn Elam, Merwin Perkins, Barb Ihle, Phil Mead,
Rich Rabanus, Roger Quick, LaMoyne Wencel, Janel Saari,
Laura Walsh (Snider), Richard Morton (Snider), Angie Jasinski (Gralish),
Marlene Brown (Jahn), Kathy Mikel, Lynn Schneider (Brunkow).
Each week different families will be included in special prayers.
Please hold in your prayers:
Harland and Joyce Rosvold, Gale Tipton, Bonnie Anderson,
Tony, Amy and Lillian Wittman,
Robert, Michelle, Rebecca and Rachel Steffen.
Each week different missions that St. Stephen’s support through our
Sunday offerings. This week we offer prayers for
Union Gospel Mission of the Twin Cities,
a Christian ministry dedicated to serving people
who are struggling with homelessness, poverty, and addiction in our community.
The Gospel Mission is helping men, women, and children rebuild their lives—
physically, emotionally, spiritually and educationally.
We also offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ
in the villages of Iwonde and Ihimbo, Tanzania.
We pray for residents and staff of group homes
and care facilities, and all healthcare workers.
We pray also for those away from home serving in the military:
Tim Anderson, Ben Appenzeller, Nick Appenzeller, Jeremy Eittreim,
Matthew Eittreim, Zachary Ericson, Sam Gieser, Troy Hoban, Tricia Howe,
Adam Kenny, Nick Lane, Peter D. J. McKenzie, Donald McKenzie,
Christopher Meyers, Gene Morton, Sam Paton, Andrew Reed,
Lindsey Willwerscheid. (Please help us keep our military member
listing up to date. Thank you.)
St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that
this list is placed inside everyone’s Bible or devotional material. All prayer requests will
be listed for three weeks. Please contact the church office if additional time is needed.

We offer our deepest and most sincere condolences
to the family and friends of Steve and Jackie Hanson
on the recent death of Steve’s father Vernon on February 22, 2022.
A celebration of Vernon’s life will be held in South Dakota on March 3.
In the midst of their sorrow may all find comfort in
God’s promise of life everlasting.

Watch for these themes in the Gospel of Luke this year:






Fulfillment of prophecy and connections to the Old Testament.
Release from oppression, poverty, illness, debt etc. (The "Jubilee" of Leviticus 25)
Reversals of conventional wisdom, status and expectations.
The Holy Spirit as an actor, playing a role in the narrative.
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