St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
Worship Service with Communion
March 13, 2022  9:30 a.m.

Welcome to the Season of Lent at St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church ...
“Lent is a season of repentance, turning to God and asking for God’s goodness to wipe away our sins
and show us how to live anew. Lent also turns us toward Easter and the abundant life God will offer
through the three days [Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Saturday].”

[Reprinted with permission: Sunday and Seasons © 2021 Augsburg Fortress]

Our Lenten Season started when gathered together on Ash Wednesday to be reminded of our mortality
and the need for reconciliation with and mercy from God. In the rite of imposition of ashes we heard
the words “you are dust and to dust you shall return”, and we studied the Office of the Keys (Confession)
from Luther’s Small Catechism.
For the six Sundays of Lent we walk with Jesus on his journey into Jerusalem and to the cross. Through
the texts in the Revised Common Lectionary, we experience and draw parallels between Jesus’s journey
2,000 years ago and our journey today. Common threads in worship throughout our Lenten season
are found in the liturgy from ELW, Setting Five, as we sing the Kyrie, Hymn of Praise and the Agnus Dei
[Lamb of God] at Holy Communion; the Gospel Acclamation ELW 616 Jesus, Remember Me; the Intercessory Prayer verse, from the Taizé community, ELW 348 Stay With Me; and the Offertory, from Psalm 51,
ELW 188 Create In Me A Clean Heart, set to a hymn tune that was a common staple in Lutheran Liturgy
from the old, red Service Book and Hymnal.
Our Midweek Lenten Services, a collaboration between the Pastoral staff, the Children and Youth
Ministry and the Music and Worship Ministry, are focused on teachings from Luther’s Small Catechism.
The weekly topics include Office of the Keys (Confession, studied at the Ash Wednesday service 3/2),
the Ten Commandments (3/9), the Apostle’s Creed (3/16), the Lord’s Prayer (3/23), the Sacrament
of Holy Baptism (3/30), and the Sacrament of Holy Communion (4/9). These services will have a
contemporary music bend, and will be led by the St Stephen’s Worship Band.
One of the six Lenten Sundays, is Palm/Passion Sunday, celebrated on April 10. That Sunday we waive
palm branches celebrating Jesus’ triumphant march into Jerusalem, and hear the Passion story, marking
the beginning of Holy Week.
May God bless your time during the Lenten Season as we journey forward …
Bryon Dockter
Director of Worship

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
Second Sunday of Lent
Worship Service with Holy Communion
Though we sometimes doubt and often resist God’s desire to protect and save us, our God persists. In holy
baptism, God’s people have been called and gathered into a God-initiated relationship that will endure. Lent
provides the church with a time and a tradition in which to seek God’s face again. Lent provides another
occasion to behold the God of our salvation in the face of the Blessed One who “comes in the name of the
Lord.” [Reprinted with permission: Sunday and Seasons © 2021 Augsburg Fortress]

WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP
Prelude

Improvisation on “Come With Us, O Blessed Jesus” ELW 501
and “Beautiful Savior” ELW 838

Welcome
* Singing Bowl
Silence is kept for reflection.
* Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross,
the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
In the name of God,
who makes a way in the wilderness,
walks with us,
and guides us in our pilgrimage.
Amen.
If you would like and are able to kneel,
kneelers are available otherwise please be seated.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Holy One,
we confess that we have wandered far from you:
we have not trusted your promises,
we have ignored your prophets in our own day,
we have squandered our inheritance of grace,
we have failed to recognize you in our midst.
Have mercy on us!
Forgive us and turn us again to you.
Teach us to follow in your ways,
assure us again of your love,
and help us to love our neighbor. Amen.
Beloved in Christ,
the Word draws near to you,
and all who call out to God shall be saved.
In Jesus, God comes to you again and again
and gathers you under wings of love.
In ☩ Jesus’ name, your sins are forgiven.
God journeys with you and teaches you how to live in love.
Amen.

Gerrit W. Lamain

WE GIVE OUR PRAISE
* Hymn
“The God of Abraham Praise”
The God of Abr'ham praise,
who reigns enthroned above;
Ancient of everlasting days,
and God of love-"I Am the One I Am"-by earth and heav'n confessed;
I bow and bless the sacred name
forever blest.

ELW #831 vs 1, 2, 3

The God of Abr'ham praise!
At your supreme command
from earth I rise and seek the joys
at your right hand.
I all on earth forsake-its wisdom, fame, and pow'r-and you my only portion make,
my shield and tow'r.
The God of Abr'ham praise!
Your all-sufficient grace
shall guide me all my pilgrim days
in all my ways.
You deign to call me friend;
you call yourself my God!
And you will save me to the end
through Jesus' blood.
Text: Thomas Olivers, 1725-1799, alt., based on the Yigdal, c. 14th cent.
Music: Jewish melody; arr. Meyer Lyon, 1751-1797
All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 Public Domain

* Greeting
The love of God poured into our hearts,
the saving grace of Jesus Christ,
and the abundant life of the Holy Spirit
be with you all. And also with you.
* Kyrie
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above,
and for our salvation,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world,
for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house,
and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

ELW Page 156

* Hymn of Praise
“All Glory be to God on High”
All glory be to God on high, and peace to earth be given!
Let angels sing, let all reply; goodwill breaks forth from heaven!
Lord God Almighty, heaven’s king, we worship you, our thanks we sing,
we praise you for your glory.

ELW Page 159

Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, creation’s author,
O Lamb of God, your death alone takes sin away forever.
Stretch out your arms to ev’ry land, and, as you reign at God’s right hand,
receive our prayer; have mercy.
To you alone, O God, we cry, the Holy One we name you;
for you alone are God most high, one living God we claim you:
we worship you, Lord Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit ever blest,
in God the Father’s glory.
Amen.
* Prayer of the Day
God of the covenant,
in the mystery of the cross
you promise everlasting life to the world.
Gather all peoples into your arms,
and shelter us with your mercy,
that we may rejoice in the life we share in your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
First Reading
Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18
1 After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, "Do not be afraid, Abram, I am
your shield; your reward shall be very great." 2 But Abram said, "O Lord God, what will you give me,
for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?" 3 And Abram said, "You
have given me no offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir." 4 But the word of the
LORD came to him, "This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your
heir." 5 He brought him outside and said, "Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able to
count them." Then he said to him, "So shall your descendants be." 6 And he believed the LORD; and the
LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness. 7 Then he said to him, "I am the LORD who brought you
from Ur of the Chaldeans, to give you this land to possess." 8 But he said, "O Lord God, how am I to
know that I shall possess it?" 9 He said to him, "Bring me a heifer three years old, a female goat three
years old, a ram three years old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon." 10 He brought him all these and
cut them in two, laying each half over against the other; but he did not cut the birds in two. 11 And
when birds of prey came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away. 12 As the sun was going
down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram, and a deep and terrifying darkness descended upon him.
17 When the sun had gone down and it was dark, a smoking fire pot and a flaming torch passed
between these pieces. 18 On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, "To your
descendants I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river
Euphrates.
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God
Reading from the Psalms
The LORD is my light and my salvation;
whom shall I fear?
The LORD is the stronghold of my life;
of whom shall I be afraid?
When evildoers assail me
to devour my flesh—
my adversaries and foes—
they shall stumble and fall.

Psalm 27

Though an army encamp against me,
my heart shall not fear;
though war rise up against me,
yet I will be confident.
One thing I asked of the LORD,
that will I seek after:
to live in the house of the LORD
all the days of my life,
to behold the beauty of the LORD,
and to inquire in his temple.
For he will hide me in his shelter
in the day of trouble;
he will conceal me under the cover of his tent;
he will set me high on a rock.
Now my head is lifted up
above my enemies all around me,
and I will offer in his tent
sacrifices with shouts of joy;
I will sing and make melody to the LORD.
Hear, O LORD, when I cry aloud,
be gracious to me and answer me!
"Come," my heart says, "seek his face!"
Your face, LORD, do I seek.
Do not hide your face from me.
Do not turn your servant away in anger,
you who have been my help.
Do not cast me off, do not forsake me,
O God of my salvation!
If my father and mother forsake me,
the LORD will take me up.
Teach me your way, O LORD,
and lead me on a level path
because of my enemies.
Do not give me up to the will of my adversaries,
for false witnesses have risen against me,
and they are breathing out violence.
I believe that I shall see the goodness of the LORD
in the land of the living.
Wait for the LORD;
be strong, and let your heart take courage;
wait for the LORD!
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God
* Gospel Acclamation

“Jesus, Remember Me”

ELW #616
sung twice

Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.
Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.
Text: Luke 23:42; Taizé Community
Text © 1981 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent.
7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358
Music: Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994 . All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 ONE LICENSE #A-708293 R-196364

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke,
Glory to you, O Lord
* Gospel
Luke 13:31-35
31 At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to him, "Get away from here, for Herod wants to
kill you." 32 He said to them, "Go and tell that fox for me, 'Listen, I am casting out demons and
performing cures today and tomorrow, and on the third day I finish my work. 33 Yet today, tomorrow,
and the next day I must be on my way, because it is impossible for a prophet to be killed outside of
Jerusalem.' 34 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to

it! How often have I desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her
wings, and you were not willing! 35 See, your house is left to you. And I tell you, you will not see me
until the time comes when you say, 'Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.'"
The Gospel of the Lord,
Praise to you, O Christ
Sermon
Pastor John

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD
Hymn
“Mothering God, You Gave Me Birth”
Mothering God, you gave me birth
in the bright morning of this world.
Creator, source of ev'ry breath,
you are my rain, my wind, my sun.

ELW#735

Mothering Christ, you took my form,
offering me your food of light,
grain of life, and grape of love,
your very body for my peace.
Mothering Spirit, nurt'ring one,
in arms of patience hold me close,
so that in faith I root and grow
until I flow'r, until I know.
Text: Jean Janzen, b. 1933; based on Julian of Norwich, c. 1342- c. 1413
Text © 1991 Jean Janzen, admin. Augsburg Fortress
Music: Carolyn Jennings, b. 1936
All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

* Prayers of Intercession
Petition response
Leader: … Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
ELW# 348 “Stay With Us”
Stay with me, remain here with me,
watch and pray. Watch and pray.
Text: Taizé Community
Text © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent.
7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
Music: Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994. All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773, ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

* Sharing the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you.
And also with you.
* Offering [Invitation to support ongoing ministries of St. Stephen’s]
* Offertory Response
“Create in Me a Clean Heart”
Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from your presence,
and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of your salvation,
and uphold me with your free Spirit.

ELW #188

Music: J. A. Freylinghausen, 1670-1739
All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. Public Domain

* Offertory Prayer
Extravagant God,
you have blessed us with the fullness of creation.
Now we gather at your feast
where you offer us the food that satisfies.
Take and use what we offer here, come among us,
and feed us with the body and blood of Christ,
in whose name we pray.
Amen.

* Great Thanksgiving (sung)

ELW Page 161

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

* Words of Institution
* Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
* Invitation to Communion
Here is food and drink for the journey.
Take and be filled.
[Please open red hymnal to]
* Agnus Dei
“Lamb of God”
ELW Page 164
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; Have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. Amen.
* Communion is Received
The body of Christ, given for you
The blood of Christ, shed for you.

Amen.

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
Strengthens you and keeps you in his grace. Amen.
* Prayer after Communion
Blessed Jesus,
in this rich meal of grace,
you have fed us with your body, the bread of life.
Now send us forth to bear your life-giving hope
to a world in need.
Amen.

WE GO INTO THE WORLD
* Blessing
You are children of God,
anointed with the oil of gladness
and strengthened for the journey.
Almighty God,
motherly, majestic, and mighty,
☩ bless you this day and always.
Amen.

* Hymn
“Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service”
Lord, whose love in humble service
bore the weight of human need,
who upon the cross, forsaken,
worked your mercy's perfect deed:
we, your servants, bring the worship
not of voice alone, but heart;
consecrating to your purpose
ev'ry gift which you impart.

ELW #712 vs. 1, 4

Called by worship to your service,
forth in your dear name we go,
to the child, the youth, the aged,
love in living deeds to show;
hope and health, good will and comfort,
counsel, aid and peace we give,
that your servants, Lord, in freedom
may your mercy know and live.
Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-1984. Text © 1961 Oxford University Press.
Music: The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844; arr. Selected Hymns, 1985
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773, ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364
CCLI #1664009 #20540802 Song #5190106

* Dismissal
Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way.
Thanks be to God.
* Postlude

Improvisation on
“Come With Us, O Blessed Jesus” ELW 501

Gerrit W. Lamain

Jesus said …

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer.”
Please include the following people in your prayers this week:
Dwayne Strandberg, Merwin Perkins, Barb Ihle, Phil Mead,
Rich Rabanus, Roger Quick, LaMoyne Wencel, Phyllis Elmquist,
Laura Walsh (Snider), Richard Morton (Snider),
Kathy Mikel, Lynn Schneider (Brunkow).
Each week different families will be included in special prayers.
Please hold in your prayers:
Arnold and Gayle Heuer, Randy Johnson,
Jim Lamont, Cheryl Millard,
Steve, Blake and Corbin Martinson-Packer
Each week different missions that St. Stephen’s support through our
Sunday offerings. This week we offer prayers for
Lake Wapogasset Lutheran Bible Camp (Camp WAPO)
a place where fun and faith collide, where our youth encounter God’s word,
make friends and create memories to last a lifetime.
We also offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ
in the villages of Iwonde and Ihimbo, Tanzania.
We pray for residents and staff of group homes
and care facilities, and all healthcare workers.
We pray also for those away from home serving in the military:
Tim Anderson, Ben Appenzeller, Nick Appenzeller, Jeremy Eittreim,
Matthew Eittreim, Zachary Ericson, Sam Gieser, Troy Hoban, Tricia Howe,
Adam Kenny, Nick Lane, Peter D. J. McKenzie, Donald McKenzie,
Christopher Meyers, Gene Morton, Sam Paton, Andrew Reed,
Lindsey Willwerscheid. (Please help us keep our military member
listing up to date. Thank you.)
St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that
this list is placed inside everyone’s Bible or devotional material. All prayer requests will
be listed for three weeks. Please contact the church office if additional time is needed.

Watch for these themes in the Gospel of Luke this year:






Fulfillment of prophecy and connections to the Old Testament.
Release from oppression, poverty, illness, debt etc. (The "Jubilee" of Leviticus 25)
Reversals of conventional wisdom, status and expectations.
The Holy Spirit as an actor, playing a role in the narrative.
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