
Sunday, March 12, 2023 - 9:30 a.m.  



Todayõs Service Notes 
 

This service is being video recorded, live -streamed  

and archived on our Facebook page.  
 

It will also be available on Townsquare Comcast TV Channel 15  

Please check their schedule for viewing times  

https://www.townsquare.tv/tv -schedules/ch15  
 

* in bulletin indicates when Congregation should stand.  

Bold text indicates Congregation Responses.   
 

St. Stephenõs Safety Committee encourages all who are eligible to receive their COVID 

boosters and flu shots.  This is our best chance to create a safe environment for all at St. 

Stephen’s and in the community.  In addition, the current policy of St. Stephen’s is masks 

are optional for everyone, clergy and singers included.  However if you feel more  

comfortable wearing a mask, please know we welcome you to do so.  

In this Season of Lent we remember and observe the events that lead up to the 

crucifixion and death of Jesus Christ.  Moreover, in these forty days we are called 

to pray, fast and practice almsgiving [outward signs of our Christian love for 

others].  Through our Lenten practices, and particularly this Lenten Season, we 

are considering Ubuntu,  or our connections é to God, to each other, and to the 

world in this community of St Stephenõs.  
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In Lenten worship, we sing music and pray our liturgy that assists us in  

this season of reflection and contemplation.  How do we connect, or how are  

we connected? From the sign of the cross in ashes on our foreheads on Ash 

Wednesday; to the confession and absolution we make and receive at the start  

of Sunday worship; to the prayers we pray and the songs we sing together in 

assembly worship; as we pass the peace to each other, both present and online  

in our liturgy; to the Bread and the Wine we receive weekly in the Holy Meal.   

Our connections are around us everywhere, we sometimes tend to forget them or 

take them for granted.  In our Lenten Journey through Holy Week to Easter, 

may we contemplate our connections, and how we establish new connections.   

Or, how we may strengthen existing ones, and repair those broken.  

  

My God bless our worship in this season of Lent.  

Bryon Dockter, Director of Worship     

Welcome to Worship at St. Stephenõs Lutheran Church ... 



WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP 

 Prelude  

 Welcome  

 Singing Bowl  

Silence is kept for reflection.  

* Confession and Forgiveness  

Blessed be the holy Trinity,   нone God,  

who journeys with us these forty days,  

and sustains us with the gift of grace.  

Amen.  
 

Let us acknowledge before God and one another  

our need for repentance and Godõs mercy. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection.  
 

Holy God,  

we confess to you our faults and failings.  

Too often we neglect and do not trust your holy word;  

we take for ourselves instead of giving to others;  

we spoil rather than steward your creation;  

we cause hurt though you call us to heal;  

we choose fear over compassion.  

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,  

as we seek to follow in your way of life.  

Amen.  
 

Hear the good news:  

God so loved the world that God gave the only Son,  

so that all may receive life.  

This promise is for you!  

God embraces you with divine mercy,  

 нforgives you in Christõs name, 

and revives you in the Spiritõs power. 

Amen.  

St. Stephenõs Lutheran Church 

Third Sunday in Lent 
Worship with Holy Communion  

In todayôs gospel the Samaritan woman asks Jesus for water, an image of our thirst for God. Jesus offers living 
water, a sign of Godôs grace flowing from the waters of baptism. The early church used this gospel and those of 
the next two Sundays to deepen baptismal reflection during the final days of preparation before baptism at Easter. 
As we journey to the resurrection feast, Christ comes among us in word, bath, and mealðoffering us the life-
giving water of Godôs mercy and forgiveness. [Reprinted with permission: Sunday and Seasons © 2022 Augsburg Fortress]  



* Gathering Hymn                              òThis Is the Spiritõs Entry Nowó ELW #448  

This is the Spirit's entry now: the water and the word,  

the cross of Jesus on your brow, the seal both felt and heard.  
 

This miracle of life reborn comes from the Lord of breath;  

the sinless one from life was torn; our life comes through his death.  
 

Let water be the sacred sign that we must die each day  

to rise again by his design as foll'wers of his way.  
 

Renewing Spirit, hear our praise for your baptismal pow'r  

that washes us through all our days. Come, cleanse again this hour.  
 

 Text: Thomas E. Herbranson, b. 1933. Text © Thomas E. Herbranson, admin. Augsburg Fortress.  

 Music: North American traditional; arr hymnal version  

 All rights reserved. Used by permission under  AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773, 

 ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 

 WE GIVE OUR PRAISE  

* Greeting    

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you.  

* Lenten Canticle                               òMercy On This Fallen Worldó Peterson/Olson  

Chorus:   

Have mercy on this fallen world   

Have mercy on us   

Have mercy on this fallen world   

Mercy, Lord have mercy on us  
 

For all of the days that have fallen apart, have mercy   

For every life, for every heart, have mercy   

For all those who hunger and struggle each day, have mercy   

For all of the times that we turn away (Chorus)  
 

For all who have fears that come with the night, have mercy   

For all those who need to be held in the light, have mercy   

For all of creation through famine or feast, have mercy   

For all of the world to live in your peace (Chorus)   

Lord have mercy on us   

 Words and Music by Larry Olson and Hans Peterson.  

 © 2009 Dakota Road Music. All rights reserved. Used by permission under  

 ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 Song #127870.  CCLI #1664009  #20540802   Song #5794272  

* Prayer of the Day  

Merciful God, the fountain of living water,  

you quench our thirst and wash away our sin.  

Give us this water always.  

Bring us to drink from the well that flows  

with the beauty of your truth  

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and forever. Amen.  
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 Responsive Psalm   Psalm 95  

O come, let us sing to the LORD;  

 let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!  

Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving;  

 let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise!  

For the LORD is a great God,  

 and a great King above all gods.  

In his hand are the depths of the earth;  

 the heights of the mountains are his also.  

The sea is his, for he made it,  

 and the dry land, which his hands have formed.  



O come, let us worship and bow down,  

 let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker!  

For he is our God,  

 and we are the people of his pasture,  

 and the sheep of his hand.  

O that today you would listen to his voice!  

 Do not harden your hearts, as at Meribah,  

 as on the day at Massah in the wilderness,  

when your ancestors tested me,  

 and put me to the proof, though they had seen my work.  

For forty years I loathed that generation  

 and said, "They are a people whose hearts go astray,  

 and they do not regard my ways."  

Therefore in my anger I swore,  

 "They shall not enter my rest."  

Word of God, Word of Life.  

Thanks be to God  

 

 Second Reading   Romans 5:1 -11  

Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope  

of sharing the glory of God. And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that  

suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and 

hope does not disappoint us, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy 

Spirit that has been given to us. For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the un-

godly. Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person ñthough perhaps for a good person some-

one might actually dare to die. But God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ 

died for us. Much more surely then, now that we have been justified by his blood, will we be saved 

through him from the wrath of God. For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through 

the death of his Son, much more surely, having been reconciled, will we be saved by his life. But more 

than that, we even boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received 

reconciliation.  

Word of God, Word of Life.  

Thanks be to God  

* Gospel Verse                                    òTurn Your Eyes Upon Jesusó Lemmel  

Turn your eyes upon Jesus  

Look full in His wonderful face.  

And the things of earth will grow strangely dim  

In the light of His glory and grace (sung twice)  

 CCLI Song # 15960  

 Helen H. Lemmel © Words: Public Domain  Music: Public Domain  

 For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 1664009 Song #15960  

The Holy Gospel according to St. John,  

Glory to you, O Lord  

* Gospel   John 4:5 -42  

So he came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob had given to his son 

Joseph. Jacob's well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well. It was about 

noon. A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, "Give me a drink." (His disciples 

had gone to the city to buy food.) The Samaritan woman said to him, "How is it that you, a Jew, ask  

a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?" (Jews do not share things in common with Samaritans.) Jesus  

answered her, "If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, 'Give me a drink,' you 

would have asked him, and he would have given you living water." The woman said to him, "Sir, you 

have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? Are you greater than our  

ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and with his sons and his flocks drank from it?" Jesus said to 

her, "Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but those who drink of the water that I 

will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I will give will become in them a spring of water 

gushing up to eternal life." The woman said to him, "Sir, give me this water, so that I may never be 

thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water." Jesus said to her, "Go, call your husband, and 

come back." The woman answered him, "I have no husband." Jesus said to her, "You are right in say-



ing, 'I have no husband'; for you have had five husbands, and the one you have now is not your hus-

band. What you have said is true!" The woman said to him, "Sir, I see that you are a prophet. Our an-

cestors worshiped on this mountain, but you say that the place where people must worship is in Jeru-

salem." Jesus said to her, "Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when you will worship the Father 

neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. You worship what you do not know; we worship what we 

know, for salvation is from the Jews. But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true wor-

shipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship him. 

God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth." The woman said to him,  

"I know that Messiah is coming" (who is called Christ). "When he comes, he will proclaim all things to 

us." Jesus said to her, "I am he, the one who is speaking to you."  Just then his disciples came. They 

were astonished that he was speaking with a woman, but no one said, "What do you want?" or, "Why 

are you speaking with her?" Then the woman left her water jar and went back to the city. She said to 

the people, "Come and see a man who told me everything I have ever done! He cannot be the Messi-

ah, can he?" They left the city and were on their way to him. Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, 

"Rabbi, eat something." But he said to them, "I have food to eat that you do not know about." So the 

disciples said to one another, "Surely no one has brought him something to eat?" Jesus said to them, 

"My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to complete his work. Do you not say, 'Four months 

more, then comes the harvest'? But I tell you, look around you, and see how the fields are ripe for har-

vesting. The reaper is already receiving wages and is gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and 

reaper may rejoice together. For here the saying holds true, 'One sows and another reaps.' I sent you 

to reap that for which you did not labor. Others have labored, and you have entered into their labor." 

Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman's testimony, "He told me every-

thing I have ever done." So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with them; and 

he stayed there two days. And many more believed because of his word. They said to the woman, "It 

is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know 

that this is truly the Savior of the world."  

The Gospel of the Lord,  

Praise to you, O Christ.  

 Sermon  Pastor Tim  
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   Hymn                                                òFor All the Faithful Womenó ELW #419 vs. 1, 8, Last  

For all the faithful women who served in days of old,  

to you shall thanks be given; to all, their story told.  

They served with strength and gladness in tasks your wisdom gave.  

To you their lives bore witness, proclaimed your pow'r to save.  
 

Recall the outcast woman with whom our Lord conversed:  

Christ gave her living water to quench her deepest thirst.  

Like hers, our hearts are yearning; Christ offers us his word.  

Then may our lips be burning to witness to our Lord.  
 

All praise to God the Father! All praise to Christ the Son!  

All praise to God the Spirit, who binds the church as one!  

With saints who went before us, with saints who witness still,  

we sing glad alleluias and strive to do your will.  

 Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., b. 1923 –2007 

 Text © 1993 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.  

 www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.. Music: Finnish folk tune  

 All rights reserved. Used by permission under  

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364,  

* Prayers of Intercession  

 Petition response      Leader: é Lord in your mercy,  

                                                 hear our prayer.                       

* Sharing the Peace  

The peace of the Lord be with you.   

And also with you.  



 Offering                                                         òHere For Youó Willers/Olson  

Ragged trav'ler rest your feet. There is room for you.  

Wand'ring child rest your  fears. There is love for you.  
 

Chorus:    

I'm here for you. I'm here for you.  
   

Weary father rest your head. There is peace for you.  

Worn out mother rest your tears. There is hope for you.   (Chorus)   

 

Wounded sinner rest your soul.  There is grace for you.   

Share my body and my blood. There is life for you.   (Chorus)  
 

 Words and Music by James Willers & Larry Olson   

 ©2016 James Willers/Dakota Road Music.  

 All rights reserved. Used by permission under  

 ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 Song #26543  

 Offertory Prayer  

God of good gifts,  

receive these and all our offerings  

as we present them in faithful service  

for the sake of your gospel.  

Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal  

as you pour out your very presence  

through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life.  

Amen.  

* Great Thanksgiving [sung]  ELW Page 144  

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you.  
 

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord.  
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

* Words of Institution  

* Lordõs Prayer 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

   on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those  

   who trespass against us;  

 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

  forever and ever.   Amen.  

 Invitation to Communion  

Gluten -free wafers and white grape juice are available from the servers.  

 

Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness.  

 Agnus Dei                                                    òLamb of Godó Thomsen  

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us your peace.  

grant us your peace.  

 Words-traditional/Music by Sara Thomsen ©1995 Dakota Road Music.  

 All rights reserved. Used by permission under  

 ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 Song#62581. CCLI #1664009  #20540802   Song #1940374  



 Communion  Hymn                            òCome to the Water of Lifeó           ACS #955  

All who are thirsty for mercy, all who are thirsty for love;  

all who are thirsty for love, for mercy, come: come to the Water of life.  
 

All who are thirsty for healing, all who are thirsty for touch;  

all who are thirsty for touch, for healing, come: come to the Water of life.  
 

All who are thirsty for beauty,  all who are thirsty for truth;  

all who are thirsty for truth, for beauty, come: come to the Water of life.  
 

All who are thirsty for justice, all who are thirsty for peace;  

all who are thirsty for peace, for justice, come: come to the Water of life.  

 Text and music: Ray Makeever, b. 1943. Text © 1999 Ray Makeever, admin. Augsburg Fortress  

 All rights reserved. Used by permission under  AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. 

 ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 

 Communion is Received               

  The body of Christ, given for you  

  The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.  

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ  

strengthens you and keeps you in his grace  

today, tomorrow and forever.  Amen.  

* Prayer after Communion  

Embodied God,  

at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus.  

With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise,  

empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors  

and touch the world with your love.  

Amen.  

WE GO INTO THE WORLD 

* Blessing  

God, the giver of love,  

 нChrist, the resurrection and the life,  

and the Holy Spirit of rebirth  

bless you in this Lenten journey.  

Amen.  

* Closing Hymn                                òJesus, Keep Me Near the Crossó ELW #335 vs. 1, 3, 4  

Jesus, keep me near the cross,  

there's a precious fountain;  

free to all, a healing stream  

flows from Calv'ry's mountain.  
 

Refrain  

In the cross, in the cross  

be my glory ever;  

till my ransomed soul shall find  

rest beyond the river.  
 

Near the cross! O Lamb of God,  

bring its scenes before me;  

help me walk from day to day  

with its shadow o'er me.  Refrain  

 

Near the cross I'll watch and wait,  

hoping, trusting ever,  

till I reach the golden strand  

just beyond the river .  Refrain  

 Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820 -1915 

 Music: William H. Doane, 1832 -1915  

 All rights reserved. Used by permission under  

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773, Public Domain 
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    Jesus said Ɏ   

     My Fatherõs House shall be a house of prayeró 
     Please include the following people in your prayers this week:  

Rich Rabanus, Joyce Johnson, Nancy Lynn,  Dwayne Oberg,  

Laura Walsh (Snider),  Mary (Gieser), Jean Johnson (Martinek), Don Waska (Gralish).  
 

Each week different families will be included in special prayers.  

Please hold in your prayers:   

Dwayne Strandberg, Nancy Pace, Bobby, Nikky and Robert Auge,  

Steve Gebauer, Carol Strojny and Lydia Gebauer,  

Patrick Kemna, Kristen Erickson, Veronica and Tasha Kemna  
 

Each week different missions that St. Stephenõs support through our  

Sunday offerings. This week we offer prayers for  
 

Lake Wapogasset Lutheran Bible Camp (Camp WAPO)  

a place where fun and faith collide, where our youth encounter Godõs word,  

make friends and create memories to last a lifetime.  
  

We also offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ  

in the villages of Iwonde and Ihimbo, Tanzania . 
 

We pray also for those away from home serving in the military:   

Tim Anderson, Ben Appenzeller, Nick Appenzeller, Jeremy Eittreim,  

Matthew Eittreim, Zachary Ericson, Sam Gieser, Troy Hoban, Tricia Howe,  

Adam Kenny, Nick Lane, Peter D. J. McKenzie, Donald McKenzie,  

Christopher Meyers, Gene Morton, Sam Paton, Andrew Reed.  

 

St. Stephenõs invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. 

We hope that this list is placed inside everyoneõs Bible or devotional material. 

All prayer requests will be listed for three weeks.  Please contact the church office  

if additional time is needed.  

We offer our prayers and condolences during this time of grief to é 

 

Joyce and The Rosvold Family and Friends on the recent death  

of Harlan Rosvold.  Harlan passed away Tuesday, March 7.  

Funeral services will be held at St. Stephenõs 

Wednesday, March 22 at 11:00 a.m.  

with visitation one hour prior to the service at 10 a.m.  

 

 

Mary Brunkow and Family on the recent death  

of her brother, Bob Lansing.  

 

In the midst of sorrow may all find comfort in  

Godõs promise of life everlasting.  

 

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. - John 14:27  

* Dismissal  

Go in peace. Serve in love.  

Thanks be to God.  

* Postlude  



We at St Stephenõs Lutheran Church recognize and respect intellectual property rights 

and are committed to fulfilling our moral and legal obligations  

with respect to our use of copyright -protected works.  
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