Please pray about your giving plans and what
your intentions are 2023. Pray for our
congregation’s missions and ministry goals, and
pray for guidance in your response to the letter
from the Stewardship team asking you to turn in
an intention for the coming year.
Be ready to complete your Statement of Intent
for Intention Sunday, November 20, 2022.
Intentions can be completed online, in service or
by mail to the church office.
We are excited about our vision for Connections
in Actions where we continue to build on our
goals of bringing God’s love and justice to the
world, to our community and to each other! God
is working through each of us, inspiring us with
bravery to be generous in our actions as we help
build a more unified world. We’ve got this –
thanks to God and thanks to you!
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CONNECTED, NOW & ALWAYS

STEWARDSHIP APPEAL 2023

We are in an amazing growth stage here at St Stephen’s!
Our goals for 2022 were achieved and we are poised for
the next steps to fulfill our Ministry Result Area. Thanks to
your generosity, our connections were truly inspired in
2022 and have stimulated more ideas for outreach and
sharing God’s love. In 2022 we were able to:
• Zero in on our Ministry Plan for St Stephen’s to begin
short and long-term planning for improvements to our
worship and fellowship space;

• Inspire community connections through giving and
outreach through support and transformation of local
teenagers through Young Life, creating the Journey of
Generosity Gift Match and the great St Stephen's
“Giveaway” events to name a sample.
• Continued attention on ministry results areas, including
increasing our small group ministries, growing
participation in our Wednesday night programming for
all ages, establishing Faith-Full Connections, a
volunteer calling ministry, and developing a modern
website platform to include storytelling initiatives and a
new online giving platform.
St. Stephen’s is actively Growing Connections and
is now poised to increase Connections In Action!
Our hearts are filled with desire to do more for
each other, our community and our world.
“Doing God’s Work is Always in Season!”
Vicki Jackson, Missions Committee Chair

1 John 3:18 Little children, let us love,
not in word or with speech, but in
deed and action.

With an additional $20,000 in intentional giving, it would allow us to respond
to the new levels of ministry God is calling us to.

APPEAL GOAL FOR 2023: INCREASE INTENTIONS BY $20,000!
1 Corinthians 16:14 Let all that you do be done in love.

ENGAGEMENT IN ACTION
This will involve additional time, effort and expense as options are explored and vetted. It also needs to be
supported on an on-going basis over the next several years in order to be effective.
BEYOND OUR CONGREGATION: Team with Augsburg University Riverside Innovation Hub, a cohort program
designed to assist churches like ours with structuring and designing our connection strategies and growth.

WITHIN OUR CONGREGATION: Intentionally connect us with each other furthering our mission and engagement
goals.

ST. STEPHEN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
RANGE OF GIFTS GIVEN AND HOPED FOR

With Your Joyful, Generous Participation, We
WILL Reach Our Goal of $20,000 In New
Intentions in 2023.
The charts below
demonstrate our giving history and how,
together, we can reach our goal. Study the
charts—where are you now on the current
giving chart? Ask yourself these questions:
•

STORYTELLING IN ACTION
There is much excitement around the power of storytelling. After learning more about developing, implementing
and utilizing a storytelling plan, we are ready to explore the following ideas to build and deepen our relationships
with God:

•

•

 Introduce a modern, easily updated website with enhanced storytelling and communication capabilities,
including the Vanco Giving platform and enhanced also cloud-based access of videos stories and images;

 Create a database of our members/congregants time, talents, and interests and abilities.

•

“How does my giving level compare with
other ways I use my money?”
“How adequately does my offering reflect
my gratitude to God for all the blessings I
receive?”
“Where would I be on the chart if I
doubled my giving? And can I consider
doing that?”
“How much more could I give if I really
wanted to?”

*GIFT LEVEL WEEKLY RATE

STEWARDSHIP IN ACTION
A key component of our vision plan focuses on increasing our connections with the community around us. Over the
next year we will be exploring additional service, mission and outreach opportunities to include:

 Increased outreach opportunities and understand the needs of our community by participating in service
projects, offering our space for outreach opportunities and sponsoring field trips to engage and enrich our
relationships with other and with God

 Create missions trips for both adults and youth in order to demonstrate God’s love and compassion for others
through service and generosity in his name.
We can achieve these goals and more by increasing intentional giving by $20,000 in 2023! We have a tangible action
plan, we have amazing volunteers and we are ready to continue on this amazing path that God is leading us on,
forging more connections into bonds of love and faith. Thanks to you, St Stephen’s is thriving and growing in our
tradition of ministry excellence!

