Confirmation Sunday, October 25, 2020

Confirmation Statements
OF

FAITH

Congratulations 2020 Confirmands!
Today eleven of our youth have affirmed their faith in Christ.
Please keep these young people in your prayers.
May God bless them as they continue on their faith journey.

Nara Anderson
Dylan Donahue
Alexandra Frid
Chance Gillman
Mitchell Gillman
Allison Henning
Kimberlee Keiser
Lucas Larson
Olivia Molumby
Zachary Molumby
Anna Wilson

Nara Anderson
2 Samuel 14:14
“We must all die; we are like spilled on the ground, which cannot be gathered up again.
But God will not take away life, and he devises means so that the banished one will not
remain an outcast.”
When my family first joined St. Stephen’s,
I was pretty scared. There were all of
these people that knew each other so
well and they all seemed like such a
tight community. After I started listening
to the sermons and seeing everyone in
church I realized that I wasn't any
different from them. Even though I was
a little late to the party (pretty sure I had
my first communion in 5th grade) I was
immediately welcomed by everyone at
St. Stephen’s, no matter the age. Before
joining St. Stephen’s we mainly went to
church on major holidays. I learned
things like the Christmas and Easter
stories because I would hear them year
after year. Since joining this church I
actually learned about less common
verses and started to talk to more
people about faith. I learned that most
things in the Bible have lessons to teach me. Some of the challenges of being a Christian
can sometimes even be other Christians. A few seem to take the message of God in a
different way then I do. I want to embrace people who are different from me and love the
way that God describes love in the Bible. I want to be open to all races, religions, genders
and people under God. Everyone has experienced good and bad days, and I’ve realized
that God has been with me through all of it, even if i didn't notice it at times. I’m so thankful
for everyone who has helped me on my faith journey, may it be members of the church,
camp counselors, or some random person I met at the grocery store. But my journey hasn't
ended. I hope to meet more people that will continue to teach me and help me be a
better Christian, and in return I hope to help them too. I look forward to all the new people
I’ll meet and the memories I’ll make now that I've taken this final step in the church.

Nara Anderson

Dylan Donahue
Psalm 31:5
“Into your hand I commit my spirit; you have redeemed me, O Lord, faithful God.”
My faith to God right now can be described in a few words.
“Needed, helped, right track.” My connection to God was most
certainly tested in these uncertain times. I needed him and he
found a way back into my life when I needed him the most and
I can’t thank him enough for that. During quarantine my faith
and general life choices were tested. Some events in my life
have shaped me for the better and some not so much, when I
needed God the most it felt like he left me pondering the “what
now” and there were times I didn’t need him and unbeknownst
to me he was there. He has been there all the time and I know
now he will remain.
To think about the death and resurrection of Jesus, it proves
that whomever or whatever dies will come back in a different
way. And with resurrection being such a wide topic I hope it is
in the same way as reincarnation. This means that deceased
family members could still be with us in different ways. And
when Jesus is helping them find their way back to us on earth
then he truly is a god that I will always respect and adore.
Some of the people in my life that have helped me on my path
are friends who have tested me, by trying to lead me into
temptation. Family members who have reminded me that
times can and will be tough. And especially the church and the people inside it, who have helped me in the
right direction in my time of learning about God.
Some experiences that have brought out the true colors in me the most, are my memories from Wapo. Wapo
made me enjoy everything God offers in a more obvious light. They taught all of us stories from the Bible I had
never heard of before or have heard before but in a different perspective and they had a huge impact on me.
Sunday school was also very fun when I was younger, that was where I learned about the loaves and fishes
story and its lesson. My commitment to the youth and giving back is very important to me. A goal of mine is
to continue to work with youth summer camps. Maybe become a TIM teamer, but for sure I want to become
a counselor. Because giving back what I was given is the best experience I have ever had.
Prayer is also so important to me. It allows me to ask for forgiveness. It allows me to feel a relief, a satisfaction
perhaps that I know things will get better.
My verse for my life is, Psalm 31:5, it reads. “Into your hand I commit my spirit; you have redeemed me,
O Lord, faithful God.”
This passage means a great deal to me for when I might slip on the slippery slopes and how he redeems me
back into the light where I burn my brightest.
In the future I plan to live out my faith through many options. I will attend services. I will be at camps. I will
become a leader, whilst always being a follower, when I need a leader. And I will always, regardless of
circumstances be a follower and a listener to God.

Dylan Donahue

Alexandra Frid
Psalm 37:5
“God has a reason for allowing things to happen.
We may never understand his wisdom,
but we simply have to trust his will.”
And I think that this verse fits very well with my
faith statement because when I was thinking
about my faith statement, I immediately
thought of family because whenever I think of
important parts or things that has happened
at church or in my life my family has always
loved and supported me. And even with little
things for school or sports, my family never
misses it. And being at church with my aunt
Shirley and my Mom I have very good
memories from being there with them. A huge
random thing that I remember is when my
grandparents, my mom, and my aunt, we
were all living together, and before every
single meal we would make sure to pray but at
least one of us would forget that we prayed
and sometimes we end up praying about
three times during the meal. I also remember
when my grandpa was in the hospital, and
after he got out and got better he told me that when he was in the hospital he said he
heard God. And his story about hearing God really built my faith in God. But the biggest
thing that happened that has impacted my life the most was my stepdad passing away. It
made me very confused and mad at God. But I remembered that God makes things
happen for a reason. And him passing made me closer with his family in Mexico, I got to
meet his kids and siblings which was so nice. They were so kind and loving. And things I have
learned from Carlos passing and from my family is that I need to trust and love God, like how
my family trusts and loves me so much. And so I just need to keep remembering how
everything happens for a reason and I need to remember that.

Lexi Frid

Chance Gillman
Ephesians 6:10-11
“Finally be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power.
Put on the whole armor of God so that you may be able to stand
against the wiles of the devil.”
My Faith right now is something
I do not know how to describe.
I do not understand how God
can be everywhere. When I hear
the word God I think of God,
Jesus, and the Holy Spirit. One of
the first stories I learned was from
Matthew 14:13- 21 about the
loaves and fishes: It stuck with me
because it was unusual. Today a
story like that makes me think
about getting over this virus. I
think it is challenging to be a
Christian because of the hate we
get these days because it seems
that many people are not
Christian these days.

Chance Gillman

Mitchell Gillman
Timothy 11:14
“Do not neglect the gift that is in you
which was given to you through prophecy
with the laying on hands of the council of elders.”
Faith is to understand that you
will always be a child of God.
Even if people say you aren’t
you will always be. This is
because God always loves you
because I was born into
Christianity and I choose to
follow Christ.
Well I am struggling with God
right now. Every time I ask
something I feel it's always a no,
even if it's something good, it
feels like it's never a yes. I feel
like people have been pushing
me down as of late. My
Grampa died this summer and felt like when he passed I pushed away God. I don't know
why I felt like that. I have been getting back to God. I have been praying every night.
Almost everyday I am challenged about being a white Christian. Almost all my teachers are
atheist so they shove their view down your throat. I use prayers to forgive my sin and
forgiveness. My mother is the one who lifts me up and brings me to church.

Mitchell Gillman

Allison Henning
Joshua 1:9
“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid;
do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go.”
Ever since I was little, my parents
and family have always told me
that God will be there for me
whenever I need him. The verse
that I chose reminds me of that. It
reminds me to be strong, and step
out of my comfort zone.
The fact that God has always been
there for me and always will be,
helps with me being strong and
makes me feel safe. My parents
have always helped me with
keeping on track with my faith.
They always encourage me to look
to him when I need help. I’m so
thankful for them and all they have done for me and my faith. They have always believed in
me and loved me no matter who I am and what I stand for.
I believe that no matter what I'm doing, what I'm going through, what I've done wrong in my
life, what I will do wrong in my life and what I become, God will always be there for me and
forgive me no matter what it is. No matter who I am, God will love me unconditionally.
In the future, I plan to go to church often and keep praying. I plan to stand for what is right
and use my voice to help and speak out on different topics. I plan to help people get an
understanding of what is right.

Allison Henning

Kimberlee Keiser
1 Peter 5:7
“Casting all your anxieties on him/her, because he/she cares for you.”

I believe in God the Father, Jesus the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
The Lutheran religion has taught me that we will go to
heaven because we believe in and having faith in God, not
because of the kind of person you are. It has taught me that
if you talk to God or Jesus he will always listen, no matter
what you have done or what you are going through God
and Jesus will always love you.
But I have also heard so much about different beliefs and
gods out there. While learning about other religions and
hearing about the gods they believe in has gotten me a bit
confused. I want to go out and see what other gods people
believe in and see what I can learn about them. To help me
find my way in my faith journey knowing I have a strong
foundation from the teachings I have received from
St. Stephen’s.

Kimberlee Keiser

Lucas Larson
Joshua 1:9
“Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened or dismayed, for the LORD your
God is with you wherever you go.”

I have a strong faith in God. My faith is important to me
but I also think that faith is really confusing. I think my faith
journey is something that will be a lifelong thing, something
that never really ends. When I think about the life and
death and resurrection of Jesus, I think about Easter and
how he rose from the dead. I also know Jesus died for our
sins and is our savior. Some things in my life that have
helped to shape my faith in God are going to church,
Christmas and reading the Bible. Losing my grandpa has
made me question certain things about faith. My entire
family has helped me in my Christian journey. I would say
that my grandma has probably been the most helpful to
me. She is very religious and when I was younger, we read
a children’s Bible together. Some things that I will remember from Wednesday nights are Small groups, Sitraka, and
Pastor John’s meaningful sermons. I am most thankful for
my parents, my grandma and my grandpa. I am also
thankful for my friends and my dog. I am thankful for all of
these people and my dog because they are good people and I like having them in my life. I
don’t think it is difficult to be Christian but I know a lot of people have many different views
about religions so someday someone might ask me why I am a Christian and then that
might be a hard thing to answer, since I have just been in a religion since I was a baby.
Prayer is important to me. I pray every night before I go to sleep. I also pray when things are
difficult. I think prayer helps me to feel calm. I plan living out my faith by going to church.
Maybe not on a weekly basis, but for sure once in a while and on Holidays. I will continue to
pray on a daily basis and I will keep faith a part of my daily life.

Lucas Larson

Zachary Molumby
Luke 12:22
“He said to his disciples, ‘Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life,
what you will eat, or about your body, what you will wear.’ ”
My faith is strong as well as very important to me.
My faith is important to me because it helps me
relax at stressful times. Some events that have
built my trust in God were mostly in school.
I believed and asked God to assist me in tests and
homework. I pray mostly before bed. I pray for the
protection of others, protection of the family, and
thanks for the day. I plan to live out my faith by
participating in church, continue reading the
Bible, and build my trust with my God. Luke
chapter twelve verse twenty-two is important to
me because it instructs me not to worry about
anything in life.

Zachary Molumby

Olivia Molumby
Psalm 9:9-10
“The Lord is a stronghold for the oppressed, a stronghold in times of trouble.
And those who know your name put their trust in you, for you, O Lord,
have not forsaken those who seek you.”
I grew up with people who surrounded me telling me that
people will believe what they believe, and that I will
believe what I want to believe. Growing up, I never really
questioned my faith until I started confirmation class.
Confirmation class has opened my eyes in many ways. It
has taught me that it is okay to question your faith and it is
okay to not know where you stand with God. Confirmation
was and still is a learning experience, and during my learning experience, I was able to form a relationship with God.
Being honest, I have doubted God many times. But having
doubted him made me realize that I am growing.
If you went up to my parents, friends, teachers at any
given time, and you asked them to describe me, I could
bet you they'd say that whenever Olivia got the chance,
she used that chance to educate herself on problems that
are happening around the world. I believe that I have
always been the type of person to stand up for what is
right. I like to educate myself on world problems such as
racial injustice, gender inequality, and basic human rights.
I chose this verse because when I started to educate myself more on these things, I began
to see God in them. I believe that God wants me to see these things, and wants me to
educate myself to help better others who are struggling to understand what is happening
around the world. I believe that it is God who is pushing me to educate myself everyday.
He is inspiring me to know the world around me, to know who to help, what to donate, etc.
He has made me stronger in what I stand for.
Hearing this verse for the first time, it stuck with me. I had a feeling that this verse was going
to be the one I chose, in a variety of ways I could say that it spoke to me. This verse reminded me that whatever the world is going through or whatever I am going through, putting
your trust in God could change your perspective drastically.
Overall, God has helped me push myself in the right direction towards positive change,
and I believe the choosing of my verse shows that. The world could use so much change
considering the situation we're in. I have put my trust in God to help me through this
pandemic, and I will continue to seek him whenever I am struggling.

Olivia Molumby

Anna Wilson
1 John 4:16
“And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love.
Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them.
My Faith Journey has included a lot of me trying to figure things out. Me trying to understand
what I want my relationship with God to look like. There were times when I doubted, or didn’t
put effort in to say my prayers at night. And there were times when things were better than
ever. At first, I didn’t know what was real and what was not. But one thing I saw everywhere
and knew was the realist thing, whether it was in my surroundings or in the people around
me, was love.
There was love in my friends who always made me laugh and were always there for me.
Love in my mom and dad who stayed strong and cared for my siblings and I during these
crazy times. In my brothers, grandmas, grandpas, aunts, uncles and coaches. I could go on
longer but you get the idea. I have love coming from all directions. It took me this long to
realize that even though it's sometimes hard to see God, he’s always been here. He’s been
in the love in the people who love me. And that brings me to my verse. 1 John 4:16; And so
we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God,
and God in them. I chose this as my life verse because it pretty much sums up what I’m
trying to say. It showed me that God's love will always be here and it will never fade. I now
understand that I can see God and his love through the people in my life.
There is one thing that shows God’s love more than anything and that is Jesus dying on the
cross and his resurrection. God sent his one and only son to die for our sins, for us, out of love.
The resurrection of Jesus shows me how much we should trust God for he is willing to protect
us and give us eternal life. I had never thought of it this way until recently because I had
never had to think of the reason. It not only shows God’s love for us but Jesus’s too. This
made me wonder, did Jesus die on the cross for his love of us and God? And that brings me
to my next point.
John 15:12; My command is this; love one another as I have loved you. There is enough hate
and violence in this world to go around. So why don’t we just flip it and spread love instead?
I know that's easier said than done but love can be spread in the simplest ways. Whether
that is being kind to others or helping out people around us. I believe this is exactly how God
would want us to spread his love and show our love towards him.
I just wanted to end my faith statement by saying thank you. I am so grateful for all the
opportunities and people I had to help me with my faith journey. I’m grateful for being able
to have gone to the Duluth mission trip a few years ago. It was so much fun and a really
great experience. The trip showed me a world outside my own and what I could do to help
make it better. It was really great to see my fellow confirmation in a different environment
but still learn about faith. Definitely one of my highlights of my life.

I want to say thank you to Allie and Jenny for leading
me this year and thanks to the girls in my confirmation
class for making it fun. Thank you papa Scott and
grandma DeeAnn for showing so much love towards
me. For all the fun times we’ve had and all the games
I got to play. And just so you all know, my grandpa still
hasn’t beaten me at speed yet. Thank you grandma
Joan for being such an angel. And Grandma Wendy
for all the fun days together. I can’t forget to thank
my two brothers, Jacob and Bennett, for making my
life a little more interesting. Even though it may not
seem like it at times, I love them both and I’m glad to
have them in my life.
I especially want to thank my dad for being such a
caring person. He always seems to make me laugh
and he always greets me with a smile or hug. My Dad
makes time for me even when time seems like the
fastest thing in life. Lastly I want to thank my mom. I’d
say she has been the biggest leader in my faith
journey. I am always going to her with questions and she always replies with the most caring
and loving answers. My mom helps me understand my doubts and tells me her experiences
with faith. So thank you mom.
That brings me to the end of my faith statement. The most important thing to me that I took
away from all this was that even though we have our doubts about faith sometimes, we can
always look to the people around us and realize once again that God loves through their love.

Anna Wilson
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