St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
Worship Service with Communion
Sunday, February 6, 2022  9:30 a.m.

Welcome to the Season of Epiphany ...
On January 6, we celebrate the Festival of the Epiphany, when the Magi (Three Kings) were led to
Bethlehem and to the Christ Child by the light of a star. As demonstrated and carried over by the
star that led the Magi, this is the season of light. In the season of Epiphany, we
recognize the manifestation or appearance of God in Jesus Christ, to us as the
risen Christ in our world. We see how Jesus fulfilled his destiny and consider
how we as His Followers can fulfill ours. We are enlightened. We open ourselves
up to the experience of spiritual epiphanies.
Celebration of the Festival of the Epiphany draws the Christmas season to a
close with the Magi following a star to the Christ Child's manger. The season of
Epiphany opens with the celebration of the Baptism of our Lord. God declares
Jesus as his beloved Son, and reveals his Glory to us throughout the season.
The season of Epiphany follows for the next eight weeks, culminating on the Sunday of the
Transfiguration (February 28), when Jesus on the mountain top reveals his full heavenly radiance
and glory to his disciples.
In this season, light is continually referred to, and grows brighter as each week passes, much like
our days in the year. We will sing songs and hear words that reference this growing light, His
Glory, in our worship lives. The liturgical setting for this season is Setting Two in the ELW (red
hymnal) and was composed by Marty Haugen, a local Twin Cities Lutheran liturgical musician.
While this setting may be new to many, we will use it and celebrate it for the next eight weeks as
part of our Sunday liturgy.
Celebrate the Light. Celebrate the Glory.
Celebrate Jesus Christ, our Light of our World.
Amen.
Bryon Dockter, Director of Worship

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
Worship Service with Holy Communion
The fifth Sunday after Epiphany continues to highlight unlikely instruments and circumstances appointed to reveal
God’s glory. “Who will go for us?” God asks. A person of unclean lips, a former persecutor of the church of God,
and three fishermen who couldn’t catch a thing. More surprising still, perhaps, is that we are also called.
[Reprinted with permission: Sunday and Seasons]

WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP
Prelude

“Fantasia for the 84th Psalm (How lovely Is They Dwelling Place)”
Jan Zwart, 1877-1937
Public Domain

Welcome
* Singing Bowl
Silence is kept for reflection.

* Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross,
the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who creates us,
redeems us,
and calls us by name.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God
and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
and your beloved children.
We have turned our faces away from your glory
when it did not appear as we expected.
We have rejected your word
when it made us confront ourselves.
We have failed to show hospitality
to those you called us to welcome.
Accept our repentance for the things we have done
and the things we have left undone.
For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us and lead us, that we may bathe
in the glory of your Son born among us,
and reflect your love for all creation.
Amen.
Rejoice in this good news:
In ☩ Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven.
You are descendants of the Most High,
adopted into the household of Christ,
and inheritors of eternal life.
Live as freed and forgiven children of God. Amen.

WE GIVE OUR PRAISE
* Hymn
“Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty!”
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty!
Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee.
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty!
God in three persons, blessed Trinity!

ELW #413 vs. 1, 2

Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee,
casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea;
cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee,
which wert and art, and evermore shalt be.
Text: Reginald Heber, 1783-1826, alt.
Music: John B. Dykes, 1823-1876
All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 Public Domain

* Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
* Kyrie
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

ELW Page 120

For the peace from above,
and for our salvation,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world,
for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house,
and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. Amen.
* Hymn of Praise
“This is the Feast of Victory”
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
whose blood set us free to be people of God.
Power, riches, wisdom and strength,
and honor, blessing, and glory are his.
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Sing with all the people of God,
and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing, honor, glory, and might
be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
This is the feast of victory for our God,
for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
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* Prayer of the Day
Most holy God,
the earth is filled with your glory,
and before you angels and saints stand in awe.
Enlarge our vision to see your power at work in the world,
and by your grace make us heralds of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
First Reading
Isaiah 6:1-13
1 In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lofty; and the hem of
his robe filled the temple. 2 Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had six wings: with two they
covered their faces, and with two they covered their feet, and with two they flew. 3 And one called to
another and said:
"Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts;
the whole earth is full of his glory."
4 The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the house filled with
smoke. 5 And I said: "Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of
unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!" 6 Then one of the seraphs flew to
me, holding a live coal that had been taken from the altar with a pair of tongs. 7 The seraph touched
my mouth with it and said: "Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt has departed and your sin
is blotted out." 8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom shall I send, and who will go for
us?" And I said, "Here am I; send me!" 9 And he said, "Go and say to this people:
'Keep listening, but do not comprehend;
keep looking, but do not understand.'
10 Make the mind of this people dull,
and stop their ears,
and shut their eyes,
so that they may not look with their eyes,
and listen with their ears,
and comprehend with their minds,
and turn and be healed."
11 Then I said, "How long, O Lord?" And he said:
"Until cities lie waste
without inhabitant,
and houses without people,
and the land is utterly desolate;
12 until the LORD sends everyone far away,
and vast is the emptiness in the midst of the land.
13 Even if a tenth part remain in it,
it will be burned again,
like a terebinth or an oak
whose stump remains standing when it is felled."
The holy seed is its stump.
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God
Reading from the Psalms
Psalm 138
I give you thanks, O LORD, with my whole heart;
before the gods I sing your praise;
I bow down toward your holy temple
and give thanks to your name for your
above everything.
On the day I called, you answered me,
you increased my strength of soul.
All the kings of the earth shall praise you, O LORD,
for they have heard the words of your mouth.
They shall sing of the ways of the LORD,
for great is the glory of the LORD.

For though the LORD is high, he regards the lowly;
but the haughty he perceives from far away.
Though I walk in the midst of trouble,
you preserve me against the wrath of my enemies;
you stretch out your hand,
and your right hand delivers me.
The LORD will fulfill his purpose for me;
your steadfast love, O LORD, endures forever.
Do not forsake the work of your hands.
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God
* Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

“Alleluia”
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The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke,
Glory to you, O Lord
* Gospel
Luke 5:1-11
1 Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the crowd was pressing in on him
to hear the word of God, 2 he saw two boats there at the shore of the lake; the fishermen had gone
out of them and were washing their nets. 3 He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon,
and asked him to put out a little way from the shore. Then he sat down and taught the crowds from
the boat. 4 When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, "Put out into the deep water and let
down your nets for a catch." 5 Simon answered, "Master, we have worked all night long but have
caught nothing. Yet if you say so, I will let down the nets." 6 When they had done this, they caught so
many fish that their nets were beginning to break. 7 So they signaled their partners in the other boat
to come and help them. And they came and filled both boats, so that they began to sink. 8 But when
Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, "Go away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful
man!" 9 For he and all who were with him were amazed at the catch of fish that they had taken; 10 and
so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. Then Jesus said to Simon, "Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching people." 11 When they had brought their
boats to shore, they left everything and followed him.
The Gospel of the Lord,
Praise to you, O Christ
Sermon
Pastor John

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD
Hymn
“How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord”
How clear is our vocation, Lord,
when once we heed your call
to live according to your word
and daily learn, refreshed, restored,
that you are Lord of all,
and will not let us fall.

ELW#580 vs. 1, 4

In what you give us, Lord, to do,
together or alone,
in old routines or ventures new,
may we not cease to look to you,
the cross you hung upon,
all you endeavored done.
Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000
Text © 1982 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.
Music: C. Hubert H. Parry, 1848-1918 All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364
CCLI #1664009 #20540802 Song #219917

* Prayers of Intercession
Petition response
Leader: … Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
* Sharing the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you.
And also with you.
* Offering [Invitation to support ongoing ministries of St. Stephen’s]
* Offertory Response
“Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”
Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord,
and ﬁll to the brim our cup of blessing.
Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown,
that we may be fed with the bread of life.
Gather the hopes and the dreams of all;
unite them with the prayers we offer now.
Grace our table with your presence,
and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.

ELW #181

Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
Music: Marty Haugen, b. 1950. All rights reserved. Used by Permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

* Offertory Prayer
Blessed are you, O God,
Sovereign of the universe.
You offer us new beginnings
and guide us on our journey.
Lead us to your table,
nourish us with this heavenly food,
and prepare us to carry your love
to a hungry world,
in the name of Christ our light.
Amen.

* Words of Institution
* Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
* Invitation to Communion
Come to God’s table.
There is a place for you and enough for all.
* Agnus Dei
“Lamb of God”
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; Have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.
* Communion is Received
The body of Christ, given for you
The blood of Christ, shed for you.

Amen.

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
Strengthens you and keeps you in his grace. Amen.
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* Nunc Dimitis
Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace:
your word has been fulfilled.
My own eyes have seen the salvation which you have prepared
in the sight of ev’ry people: a light to reveal you to the nations
and the glory of your people Israel.
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* Prayer after Communion
We give you thanks, gracious God,
for we have feasted on the abundance of your house.
Send us to bring good news
and to proclaim your favor to all,
strengthened with the richness of your grace
in your Son, Jesus Christ.
Amen.

WE GO INTO THE WORLD
* Blessing
God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness,
who rejoices over you,
and who calls you by name,
☩ bless your going out and your coming in,
today and forever. Amen.
* Hymn
“Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty!”
Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide thee,
though the eye of sinfulness thy glory may not see,
only thou art holy; there is none beside thee,
perfect in pow'r, in love and purity.

ELW #413 vs. 3, 4

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!
All thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky and sea.
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty!
God in three persons, blessed Trinity!
Text: Reginald Heber, 1783-1826, alt.
Music: John B. Dykes, 1823-1876
All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 Public Domain

* Dismissal
Go with Christ into a weary world.
Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
* Postlude

Celebration of Psalm 75 “We Give Thanks, O God”
Jan Zwart, 1877-1937
Public Domain

Watch for these themes in the Gospel of Luke this year:






Fulfillment of prophecy and connections to the Old Testament.
Release from oppression, poverty, illness, debt etc. (The "Jubilee" of Leviticus 25)
Reversals of conventional wisdom, status and expectations.
The Holy Spirit as an actor, playing a role in the narrative.

Jesus said …

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer.”
Please include the following people in your prayers this week:
Philip Dahl, Merwin Perkins, Barb Ihle, Rich Rabanus, Roger Quick,
LaMoyne Wencel, Janel Saari, Laura Walsh (Snider), Richard Morton (Snider),
Gary Mathes (Culver), Barbara Parker (Saari).
Each week different families will be included in special prayers.
Please hold in your prayers:
John and Bonnie Steenberg, Michael and Lael Tiedman,
Kevin and Linda Caneff, Merle Allers,
Brent, Amy, Jacob, Anna and Bennett Wilson
Each week different missions that St. Stephen’s support through our
Sunday offerings. This week we offer prayers for
Loaves and Fishes
a nonprofit organization serving free, nutritious meals to those in need.
They are guided by their vision that all people, regardless of socioeconomic,
cultural or ethnic background, deserve to meet their basic needs for food,
dignity and respect.
We also offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ
in the villages of Iwonde and Ihimbo, Tanzania.
We pray for residents and staff of group homes
and care facilities, and all healthcare workers.
We pray also for those away from home serving in the military:
Tim Anderson, Ben Appenzeller, Nick Appenzeller, Jeremy Eittreim,
Matthew Eittreim, Zachary Ericson, Sam Gieser, Troy Hoban, Tricia Howe,
Adam Kenny, Nick Lane, Peter D. J. McKenzie, Donald McKenzie,
Christopher Meyers, Gene Morton, Sam Paton, Andrew Reed,
Lindsey Willwerscheid. (Please help us keep our military member
listing up to date. Thank you.)
St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that
this list is placed inside everyone’s Bible or devotional material. All prayer requests will
be listed for three weeks. Please contact the church office if additional time is needed.

We offer our deepest and sincere condolences
to Dorothy Lea and her family on the recent death of her sister,
Linda Lea on January 26, 2022.
Linda’s funeral will be held in Waterville, Iowa.
In the midst of their sorrow may all find comfort in
God’s promise of life everlasting.
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