
Growing Connections to God, Each Other and the World 

“Doing Our Part to Battle the Bug !”  

So many people have been infected with omicron recently that the Safety Committee is taking a few steps 

to limit St. Stephen’s participation in its spread.  Not only are we concerned for the health of individuals but 

also the effectiveness of our healthcare system. 
 

 We recommend being fully vaccinated. 

 We are recommending that KN95 masks be worn at all times in the building.                     

If you don’t have one they are available in the narthex. 

 Because it requires the removing of masks we are suspending coffee hour for the time 

being. 

 For the time being we will also suspend funeral lunches because of the removal of 

masks. 

 In a related decision our Education Committee decided to return Faith Formation to    

remote learning—Faith Formation will return to in-person on Wednesday, February 16. 
 

All of these choices are in response to the current omicron variant surge.  Indications are that the worst  

may be over soon.  That is our hope and prayer.  We will reconsider these decisions frequently.  The Safety 

Committee’s next meeting is Thursday, February 10 at 6:30pm in our St Stephen’s Zoom Room 1.  You are 

most welcome to attend.  Please follow this link for direct access to our Zoom Room  https://bit.ly/SSLC-

Room1  Password: 55118. 

Thank you for your patience, grace and understanding. 

Sundays (10:40-11:30am) 

TODAY’S Open Forum 

One of the areas our developing Ministry Plan will address is improvements to our 

facilities. These improvements will be focused on accessibility, reducing our  

Carbon footprint, and fostering community within the congregation as well as in 

the neighborhood. A number of ideas have already been brought forward from 

the congregation, so the Vision Team is hosting a Focus Group (rescheduled from 

Saturday, January 15th)to get feedback on these ideas and gather additional ideas. We look forward to  

seeing you in-person or via Zoom.  Direct access to our Zoom Room 1 is https://bit.ly/SSLC-Room1  Password: 

55118.  
 

NEXT SUNDAY 
February 13—“Gerrit’s Notes” Gerrit Lamain will share information about his new book 

and memoir writing. 
 

Congratulations Gerrit on the recent publishing of your new book appropriately titled  

Gerrit’s Notes!  Tuesday, January 4th, MPR (Minnesota Public Radio) host, Cathy 

Wurzer, interviewed Gerrit and his daughter, Carla.  The interview focused around  

Gerrit’s new book, which for those that are interested, is available for purchase on  

Amazon.  In the interview Gerrit mentioned that all proceeds of his book are being  

given to charity.  If you missed the broadcasted  interview, the podcast is available to 

watch on the MPR website following this link https://www.mprnews.org/shows/

minnesotanow. 
 

ONGOING Open Forum Schedule …  

 February 20—Enhancing Worship—VAT (Vision and Action Team) 
      Rescheduled from Sunday, January 23 

 February 27—Young Life II. 

February is Black History Month  
African Descent Ministries of the ELCA is celebrating Black History Month with Talks at the Desk, a new series 

that will explore diverse expressions of the church.  Tune in each Wednesday in February at 7:30pm to hear 

youth, young adults, rostered leaders, elders and friends of our communities share their own sacred stories.  

We encourage you to watch these videos on their Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/

elcaadm  
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Thank You for your Support of our St. Stephen’s Ministries   
 

By Mail  |  Online thru St Stephen’s website  |  GIVE+Text (Text 844-907-2702)  |  GivePlus Vanco Mobile App 

PLEASE NOTE: Links included in the eUpdate are not active—

watch for a separate email that contains resources available 

and active links all in one handy document. 

Connecting to God, each other and the world 

1575 Charlton Street    West St. Paul, MN 55118    Office: (651) 457-6541  www.ststephenswsp.org 

We meet  

every other 

Friday at  

Gallagher’s, 

888 Ohio 

Street, 

West St. Paul. 
 

Join us this coming Friday, February 11 

Our focus will be the Book of Ephesians 6:21-24. 
 

All Men are welcome and encouraged to attend.   

 

MEN’S  
BREAKFAST 

 

 

         ● faith ● food ● fellowship  

Contemplative Prayer and Study 
February 9 & 23 | 7-8pm  via Zoom 
 

Contemplative Prayer and Study  

is offered on the 2nd & 4th  

Wednesdays of the month.   
 

We are currently using the book 
“Opening to God: Lectio Divina and Life 

as Prayer” by David G. Benner. During our next gather-

ing, February 9 we will be focusing on Chapter 9  

“Transformational Prayer”.  
 

ZOOM ROOM 2 ID#894-3514-0057  Password 55118 or 

Direct Access: bit.ly/SSLC-Room2.  Growing in Prayer 

has the potential to transform your life. Try it and see.  

You are welcome to attend any meeting. 

Lent is Right Around the Corner 
     Our theme this year will be 

    GEMS from Luther’s Small Catechism 
        We are still in the planning stage but wanted 

        to be sure you have Ash Wednesday,  

        March 2 on your calendar.   
 

        Watch for more details as they become  

        available. For right now we’d like to share: 
 

 On Ash Wednesday two services are 

planned: 11am and 6:30pm.  Going 

forward we will evaluate whether or not 

the 11am service will continue. 

 During Lent we will have Wednesday 

evening worship at 6:30pm.  The service 

length will be 30-45 minutes held in the 

Sanctuary. 

 All congregational members will        

receive a pocket edition of Luther’s 

Small Catechism to be used in worship 

on Wednesday night and throughout 

the week. 

 A GEM will be given to all each week to 

put in your pocket. 

Living Lutheran tells the stories of 

the ELCA in print and digital.  An 

article printed in Living Lutheran 

by Timothy J. Wengert found on 

the ELCA website entitled 

“Luther’s Small Catechism: Tasting 

it again for the first time.” is a 

wonderful read.  In this article 

Rev. Wengert writes “The cate-

chism was serious indoctrination, 

to be sure, but the word “salutary” reveals that it also strengthens faith, provides comfort tin the face of  

spiritual attacks and bears the saving gospel of Christ.” Rev. Wengert goes on to say “… Luther intended the 

catechism for the entire Christian community—children, parents and guardians, pastors and teachers—for 

their whole lives.”  What a wonderful tool for our Lent journey this year.  Rev. Wengert’s article can be found 

using this link https://www.livinglutheran.org/2015/10/luthers-small-catechism-tasting-again-for-first-time/ .   

Living Lutheran can be found online at https://www.livinglutheran.org/ and on Facebook at https://

www.facebook.com/ELCALivingLutheran/?ref=page_internal  

 

https://www.livinglutheran.org/2015/10/luthers-small-catechism-tasting-again-for-first-time/
https://www.livinglutheran.org/
https://www.facebook.com/ELCALivingLutheran/?ref=page_internal
https://www.facebook.com/ELCALivingLutheran/?ref=page_internal

