
Sunday, February 5, 2023 - 9:30 a.m. 



Today’s Service Notes 
 

This service is being video recorded, live-streamed 

and archived on our Facebook page. 
 

It will also be available on Townsquare Comcast TV Channel 15 

Please check their schedule for viewing times 

https://www.townsquare.tv/tv-schedules/ch15 
 

* in bulletin indicates when Congregation should stand. 

Bold text indicates Congregation Responses.   
 

St. Stephen’s Safety Committee encourages all who are eligible to receive their COVID 

boosters and flu shots.  This is our best chance to create a safe environment for all at St. 

Stephen’s and in the community.  In addition, the current policy of St. Stephen’s is masks 

are optional for everyone, clergy and singers included.  However if you feel more  

comfortable wearing a mask, please know we welcome you to do so. 



WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP 

 Prelude                                              “Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring” J.S. Bach 

   1685-1750               

 Welcome 

 Singing Bowl 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

* Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, 

the sign that is marked at baptism. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who makes all things new, 

whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 
 

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Holy One, source of our renewal, 

we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, 

and cannot free ourselves. 

We have not practiced your righteousness. 

Our hearts have turned away from you. 

For the sake of the world you so love, 

forgive us, 

that we may be reconciled to one another 

for the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 
 

Thus says our God: 

“The former things have come to pass 

and new things I now declare.” 

God’s mercy makes us new. 

We are forgiven in the name of ☩ Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 
Worship with Holy Communion 

Light shines in the darkness for the upright, the psalmist sings. Isaiah declares that when we loose the bonds of 
injustice and share our bread with the hungry, the light breaks forth like the dawn. In another passage from the 
Sermon on the Mount, Jesus, the light of the world, calls his followers to let the light of their good works shine 
before others. Through baptism we are sent into the world to shine with the light of Christ. [Reprinted with permission: 

Sunday and Seasons © 2022 Augsburg Fortress] 



* Gathering Hymn                                       “My Lord of Light” ELW #832 vs. 1, 2, 4 

My Lord of light who made the worlds,  

in wisdom you have spoken; 

but those who heard your wise commands 

your holy law have broken. 
 

My Lord of love who knew no sin, 

a sinner's death enduring: 

for us you wore a crown of thorns, 

a crown of life securing. 
 

My Lord of lords, one Trinity, 

to your pure name be given 

all glory now and evermore, 

all praise in earth and heaven. 

  Text: Christopher Idle, b. 1938. Text © 1980 Jubilate Hymns,  

 admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188  

 Music: English folk tune; arr. Alice Parker, b. 1925.. All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. ONELICENSE License #A-708293 #R-196364; CCLI License #1664009 #20540802 

WE GIVE OUR PRAISE  

* Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

* Kyrie                                                          ELW Page 138 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, 

Let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the peace of the whole world,  

for the well-being of the church of God. 

And for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For this holy house,  

and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 

Let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

Amen. 

* Hymn of Praise                        ELW Page 140 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 

whose blood set us free to be people of God. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Power, riches, wisdom and strength, 

and honor, blessing, and glory are his. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Sing with all the people of God, 

and join in the hymn of all creation: 

Blessing, honor, glory, and might 

be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 



For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  

* Prayer of the Day 

Lord God, 

with endless mercy  

you receive the prayers of all who call upon you.  

By your Spirit show us the things we ought to do,  

and give us the grace and power to do them,  

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 
 First Reading  Isaiah 58:1-9 

Shout out, do not hold back!  

 Lift up your voice like a trumpet!  

Announce to my people their rebellion,  

 to the house of Jacob their sins. 

Yet day after day they seek me  

 and delight to know my ways,  

as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness  

 and did not forsake the ordinance of their God;  

they ask of me righteous judgments,  

 they delight to draw near to God. 

"Why do we fast, but you do not see?  

 Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?"  

Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day,  

 and oppress all your workers. 

Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight  

 and to strike with a wicked fist.  

Such fasting as you do today  

 will not make your voice heard on high. 

Is such the fast that I choose,  

 a day to humble oneself?  

Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush,  

 and to lie in sackcloth and ashes?  

Will you call this a fast,  

 a day acceptable to the LORD? 

Is not this the fast that I choose:  

 to loose the bonds of injustice,  

 to undo the thongs of the yoke,  

to let the oppressed go free,  

 and to break every yoke? 

Is it not to share your bread with the hungry,  

 and bring the homeless poor into your house;  

when you see the naked, to cover them,  

 and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 

Then your light shall break forth like the dawn,  

 and your healing shall spring up quickly;  

your vindicator shall go before you,  

 the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. 

Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer;  

 you shall cry for help, and he will say,  

 Here I am.  

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God 



 Reading from the Psalms  Psalm 112:1-9 

Praise the LORD!  

 Happy are those who fear the LORD,  

 who greatly delight in his commandments. 

Their descendants will be mighty in the land;  

 the generation of the upright will be blessed. 

Wealth and riches are in their houses,  

 and their righteousness endures forever. 

They rise in the darkness as a light for the upright;  

 they are gracious, merciful, and righteous. 

It is well with those who deal generously and lend,  

 who conduct their affairs with justice. 

For the righteous will never be moved;  

 they will be remembered forever. 

They are not afraid of evil tidings;  

 their hearts are firm, secure in the LORD. 

Their hearts are steady, they will not be afraid;  

 in the end they will look in triumph on their foes. 

They have distributed freely, they have given to the poor;  

 their righteousness endures forever;  

 their horn is exalted in honor. 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God 

* Gospel Acclamation           ELW Page 142 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, 

Glory to you, O Lord 

* Gospel  Matthew 5:13-20 

Jesus said … "You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be  

restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot. "You are the 

light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the 

bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your 

light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in  

heaven. "Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not to abolish 

but to fulfill. For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a 

letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished. Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of 

these commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will be called least in the kingdom of  

heaven; but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I 

tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the 

kingdom of heaven. 

The Gospel of the Lord, 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 Sermon  Pastor John 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

   Hymn                                       “Lord, Whose Love In Humble Service” ELW 712 vs. 1-3 

Lord, whose love in humble service 

bore the weight of human need, 

who upon the cross, forsaken, 

worked your mercy's perfect deed: 

we, your servants, bring the worship 

not of voice alone, but heart; 

consecrating to your purpose 

ev'ry gift which you impart. 
 



Still your children wander homeless; 

still the hungry cry for bread; 

still the captives long for freedom; 

still in grief we mourn our dead. 

As you, Lord, in deep compassion 

healed the sick and freed the soul, 

by your Spirit send your power 

to our world to make it whole. 
 

As we worship, grant us vision, 

till your love's revealing light 

in its height and depth and greatness 

dawns upon our quickened sight, 

making known the needs and burdens 

your compassion bids us bear, 

stirring us to ardent service, 

your abundant life to share. 

 Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-1984.  Text © 1961 Oxford University Press.  

 Music: The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844; arr. Selected Hymns, 1985 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission under. AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 

 ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364, CCLI License #1664009 #20540802 

* Prayers of Intercession 

 Petition response      Leader: … Lord in your mercy,  

                                                 hear our prayer.                      

* Sharing the Peace 

The peace of the Lord be with you.   

And also with you. 

 Offering  [An invitation to support ongoing ministries of St. Stephen’s] 

                                                          “Jesus, the Light of the World” ACS 914 vs. 3, 4 

Christ, by highest heav'n adored, Jesus, the Light of the world; 

Christ, the everlasting Lord! Jesus, the Light of the world. 
 

Refrain 

We'll walk in the light, beautiful light, 

come where the dewdrops of mercy are bright. 

Shine all around us by day and by night, 

Jesus, the Light of the world. 
 

Hail the heav'n-born Prince of peace! Jesus, the Light of the world; 

Hail the Sun of righteousness! Jesus, the Light of the world.  Refrain 

   Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–1788, stanzas; George D. Elderkin, 1845-1928, refrain 

 Music: Traditional; arr. George D. Elderkin. All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. Public Domain 

 Offertory Prayer 

Liberating God, 

you break the bonds of injustice 

and let the oppressed go free. 

Receive these offerings in thanksgiving 

for all your works of merciful power, 

and shape us as people of your justice and freedom. 

You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior, Amen. 

* Great Thanksgiving ELW Page 144 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

* Words of Institution 



* Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

   on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

   who trespass against us; 

 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

  forever and ever.   Amen. 

* Invitation to Communion 

Come and taste the joy of God! 

* Agnus Dei                                                   “Lamb of God” ELW Page 146 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

 Communion is Received               

  The body of Christ, given for you 

  The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen. 

 Communion Music                                 “Christ Be Our Light”       ELW #715 vs. 1, 2, 4, 5 

Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 

Longing for truth, we turn to you. 

Make us your own, your holy people, 

light for the world to see. 
 

Refrain 

Christ, be our light! 

Shine in our hearts. 

Shine through the darkness. 

Christ, be our light! 

Shine in your church gathered today. 
 

Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 

Longing for hope, many despair. 

Your word alone has pow'r to save us. 

Make us your living voice.  Refrain 
 

Longing for shelter, many are homeless. 

Longing for warmth, many are cold. 

Make us your building, sheltering others, 

walls made of living stone.  Refrain 
 

Many the gifts, many the people, 

many the hearts that yearn to belong. 

Let us be servants to one another, 

signs of your kingdom come.  Refrain 

 

 Text and Music: Bernadette Farrell, b. 1957 

 Text © 1993 Bernadette Farrell. Published by OCP Publications.  

 All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. ONELICENSE License #A-708293 #R-196364; 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

strengthens you and keeps you in his grace 

today, tomorrow and forever.  Amen. 



◙ 

* Prayer after Communion 

Holy One, 

we thank you for the healing 

that springs forth abundantly from this table. 

Renew our strength to do justice, 

love kindness, 

and journey humbly with you. 

Amen. 

WE GO INTO THE WORLD 

* Blessing 

The God who faithfully brings forth justice 

and breaks the oppressor’s rod 

☩ bless, strengthen, and uphold you, 

today and always. 

Amen. 

* Hymn                                          “Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies” ELW #553 

Christ, whose glory fills the skies, Christ, the true and only light, 

Sun of righteousness, arise, triumph o'er the shades of night; 

Dayspring from on high, be near; Daystar, in my heart appear. 
 

Dark and cheerless is the morn unaccompanied by thee; 

joyless is the day's return, till thy mercy's beams I see, 

till they inward light impart, glad my eyes, and warm my heart. 
 

Visit then this soul of mine, pierce the gloom of sin and grief; 

fill me, radiancy divine, scatter all my unbelief; 

more and more thyself display, shining to the perfect day. 

 Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788  

 Music: J. G. Werner, Choralbuch, 1815.  

 All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. Public Domain  

* Dismissal 

Go in peace. Follow in the way of Jesus. 

Thanks be to God. 

* Postlude                                                          “Psalm 19”         B. Marcello 

  1686-1739               



        Jesus said …   

     “My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer” 
 

     Please include the following people in your prayers this week:  

Rich Rabanus, Joyce Johnson, Nancy Lynn, Chuck Frid, Jo Ann Glende, Sandy Becker, 

Harlan Rosvold, Dorrie Trombley, Dwayne Oberg, Laura Walsh (Snider), 

Peg Snider (Snider), The Lee Family (Snider), Kevin Ericson, Jr. 
 

Each week different families will be included in special prayers.  

Please hold in your prayers:   

Barbara Abbott, Evelyn Elam, Garrett Masters, 

Tanya and Jaleena Jimenez-Moryn,  

Matthew, Lisa, Landon and Lucas Jasper. 
 

Each week different missions that St. Stephen’s support through our  

Sunday offerings. This week we offer prayers for  

Young Life 

a place where young people are invited to experience life 

as God designed it to be lived.  Walking alongside, sharing hope and  

providing the opportunity to live life to the fullest. 

  

We also offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ  

in the villages of Iwonde and Ihimbo, Tanzania. 
 

We pray also for those away from home serving in the military:  

Tim Anderson, Ben Appenzeller, Nick Appenzeller, Jeremy Eittreim,  

Matthew Eittreim, Zachary Ericson, Sam Gieser, Troy Hoban, Tricia Howe,  

Adam Kenny, Nick Lane, Peter D. J. McKenzie, Donald McKenzie, 

Christopher Meyers, Gene Morton, Sam Paton, Andrew Reed.  

 

St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. 

We hope that this list is placed inside everyone’s Bible or devotional material. 

All prayer requests will be listed for three weeks.  Please contact the church office 

if additional time is needed. 

Today’s Altar Flowers 
In Loving Memory of LaVonne Malloy 

and Family February Birthdays 

Given by Kathy and Butch Canniff 



We at St Stephen’s Lutheran Church recognize and respect intellectual property rights 

and are committed to fulfilling our moral and legal obligations 

with respect to our use of copyright-protected works. 
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