St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
Worship Service with Communion
Sunday, February 27, 2022  9:30 a.m.

Welcome to the Season of Epiphany ...
On January 6, we celebrate the Festival of the Epiphany, when the Magi (Three Kings) were led to
Bethlehem and to the Christ Child by the light of a star. As demonstrated and carried over by the
star that led the Magi, this is the season of light. In the season of Epiphany, we
recognize the manifestation or appearance of God in Jesus Christ, to us as the
risen Christ in our world. We see how Jesus fulfilled his destiny and consider
how we as His Followers can fulfill ours. We are enlightened. We open ourselves
up to the experience of spiritual epiphanies.
Celebration of the Festival of the Epiphany draws the Christmas season to a
close with the Magi following a star to the Christ Child's manger. The season of
Epiphany opens with the celebration of the Baptism of our Lord. God declares
Jesus as his beloved Son, and reveals his Glory to us throughout the season.
The season of Epiphany follows for the next eight weeks, culminating on the Sunday of the
Transfiguration (February 28), when Jesus on the mountain top reveals his full heavenly radiance
and glory to his disciples.
In this season, light is continually referred to, and grows brighter as each week passes, much like
our days in the year. We will sing songs and hear words that reference this growing light, His
Glory, in our worship lives. The liturgical setting for this season is Setting Two in the ELW (red
hymnal) and was composed by Marty Haugen, a local Twin Cities Lutheran liturgical musician.
While this setting may be new to many, we will use it and celebrate it for the next eight weeks as
part of our Sunday liturgy.
Celebrate the Light. Celebrate the Glory.
Celebrate Jesus Christ, our Light of our World.
Amen.
Bryon Dockter, Director of Worship
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Transfiguration of Our Lord
Worship Service with Holy Communion
Witnesses to the glory of God in the face of Jesus reflect that glory in the world. It was true for Moses.
It was doubtless true for Peter, James, and John. We pray that it will be true of all of us who see God’s glory
in the word and in the supper and who are being “transformed into the same image” by God’s Spirit.
[Reprinted with permission: Sunday and Seasons]

WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP
Prelude

Reflection of “How Good, Lord, to Be Here!”

Welcome
* Singing Bowl
Silence is kept for reflection.

* Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross,
the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who creates us,
redeems us,
and calls us by name.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God
and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
and your beloved children.
We have turned our faces away from your glory
when it did not appear as we expected.
We have rejected your word
when it made us confront ourselves.
We have failed to show hospitality
to those you called us to welcome.
Accept our repentance for the things we have done
and the things we have left undone.
For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us and lead us, that we may bathe
in the glory of your Son born among us,
and reflect your love for all creation.
Amen.
Rejoice in this good news:
In ☩ Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven.
You are descendants of the Most High,
adopted into the household of Christ,
and inheritors of eternal life.
Live as freed and forgiven children of God.
Amen.

Bryon Dockter

WE GIVE OUR PRAISE
* Hymn
“How Good, Lord, to Be Here!”
How good, Lord, to be here!
Your glory fills the night;
your face and garments, like the sun,
shine with unborrowed light.

ELW #315 vs. 1, 2, 4, 5

How good, Lord, to be here!
your beauty to behold
where Moses and Elijah stand,
your messengers of old.
Before we taste of death,
we see your kingdom come;
we long to hold the vision bright
and make this hill our home.
How good, Lord, to be here!
Yet we may not remain;
but since you bid us leave the mount,
come with us to the plain.
Text: Joseph A. Robinson, 1858-1933, alt.
Music: W. Mercer, The Church Psalter and Hymn Book, 1854
All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 Public Domain

* Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
* Kyrie
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
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For the peace from above,
and for our salvation,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world,
for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house,
and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. Amen.
* Hymn of Praise
“This is the Feast of Victory”
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
whose blood set us free to be people of God.
Power, riches, wisdom and strength,
and honor, blessing, and glory are his.
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
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Sing with all the people of God,
and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing, honor, glory, and might
be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
This is the feast of victory for our God,
for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
* Prayer of the Day
Holy God, mighty and immortal,
you are beyond our knowing,
yet we see your glory in the face of Jesus Christ.
Transform us into the likeness of your Son,
who renewed our humanity
so that we may share in his divinity,
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
First Reading
Exodus 34:29-35
29 Moses came down from Mount Sinai. As he came down from the mountain with the two tablets of
the covenant in his hand, Moses did not know that the skin of his face shone because he had been
talking with God. 30 When Aaron and all the Israelites saw Moses, the skin of his face was shining,
and they were afraid to come near him. 31 But Moses called to them; and Aaron and all the leaders of
the congregation returned to him, and Moses spoke with them. 32 Afterward all the Israelites came
near, and he gave them in commandment all that the LORD had spoken with him on Mount Sinai.
33 When Moses had finished speaking with them, he put a veil on his face; 34 but whenever Moses
went in before the LORD to speak with him, he would take the veil off, until he came out; and when he
came out, and told the Israelites what he had been commanded, 35 the Israelites would see the face
of Moses, that the skin of his face was shining; and Moses would put the veil on his face again, until
he went in to speak with him.
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God
Reading from the Psalms
Psalm 99
The LORD is king; let the peoples tremble!
He sits enthroned upon the cherubim; let the earth quake!
The LORD is great in Zion;
he is exalted over all the peoples.
Let them praise your great and awesome name.
Holy is he!
Mighty King, lover of justice,
you have established equity;
you have executed justice
and righteousness in Jacob.
Extol the LORD our God;
worship at his footstool.
Holy is he!
Moses and Aaron were among his priests,
Samuel also was among those who called on his name.
They cried to the LORD, and he answered them.
He spoke to them in the pillar of cloud;
they kept his decrees,
and the statutes that he gave them.
O LORD our God, you answered them;
you were a forgiving God to them,
but an avenger of their wrongdoings.
Extol the LORD our God,
and worship at his holy mountain;
for the LORD our God is holy.

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God
* Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

“Alleluia”
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The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke,
Glory to you, O Lord
* Gospel
Luke 9:28-36
28 Now about eight days after these sayings Jesus took with him Peter and John and James, and went
up on the mountain to pray. 29 And while he was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his
clothes became dazzling white. 30 Suddenly they saw two men, Moses and Elijah, talking to him.
31 They appeared in glory and were speaking of his departure, which he was about to accomplish at
Jerusalem. 32 Now Peter and his companions were weighed down with sleep; but since they had stayed
awake, they saw his glory and the two men who stood with him. 33 Just as they were leaving him, Peter said to Jesus, "Master, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one
for Moses, and one for Elijah"—not knowing what he said. 34 While he was saying this, a cloud came
and overshadowed them; and they were terrified as they entered the cloud. 35 Then from the cloud
came a voice that said, "This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!" 36 When the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they kept silent and in those days told no one any of the things they had
seen.
The Gospel of the Lord,
Praise to you, O Christ
Sermon
Pastor John

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD
Hymn
“Arise, Your Light has Come”
Arise, your light has come!
The Spirit's call obey;
show forth the glory of your God
which shines on you today.

ELW#314 vs. 1, 2, 4

Arise, your light has come!
Fling wide the prison door;
proclaim the captive's liberty,
good tidings to the poor.
Arise, your light has come!
The mountains burst in song!
Rise up like eagles on the wing,
God's pow'r will make us strong.
Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947. Text © 1992 GIA Publications, Inc.,
7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358
Music: William H. Walter, 1825-1893. All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

* Prayers of Intercession
Petition response
Leader: … Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
* Sharing the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you.
And also with you.
* Offering [Invitation to support ongoing ministries of St. Stephen’s]

* Offertory Response
“Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”
Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord,
and ﬁll to the brim our cup of blessing.
Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown,
that we may be fed with the bread of life.
Gather the hopes and the dreams of all;
unite them with the prayers we offer now.
Grace our table with your presence,
and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.

ELW #181

Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
Music: Marty Haugen, b. 1950. All rights reserved. Used by Permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

* Offertory Prayer
Blessed are you, O God,
Sovereign of the universe.
You offer us new beginnings
and guide us on our journey.
Lead us to your table,
nourish us with this heavenly food,
and prepare us to carry your love
to a hungry world,
in the name of Christ our light.
Amen.

* Words of Institution
* Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
* Invitation to Communion
Come to God’s table.
There is a place for you and enough for all.
* Agnus Dei
“Lamb of God”
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; Have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.
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* Communion is Received
The body of Christ, given for you
The blood of Christ, shed for you.

Amen.

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
Strengthens you and keeps you in his grace. Amen.
* Nunc Dimitis
Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace:
your word has been fulfilled.
My own eyes have seen the salvation which you have prepared
in the sight of ev’ry people: a light to reveal you to the nations
and the glory of your people Israel.
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* Prayer after Communion
We give you thanks, gracious God,
for we have feasted on the abundance of your house.
Send us to bring good news
and to proclaim your favor to all,
strengthened with the richness of your grace
in your Son, Jesus Christ.
Amen.

WE GO INTO THE WORLD
* Blessing
God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness,
who rejoices over you,
and who calls you by name,
☩ bless your going out and your coming in,
today and forever. Amen.
* Hymn
Alleluia, song of gladness,
voice of joy that cannot die;
alleluia is the anthem
ever dear to choirs on high;
in the house of God abiding
thus they sing eternally.

“Alleluia, Song of Gladness”

ELW #318

Alleluia you are sounding,
true Jerusalem and free;
alleluia, joyful mother,
bring us to your jubilee;
here by Babylon's sad waters
mourning exiles still are we.
Alleluia cannot always
be our song while here below;
alleluia our transgressions
make us for a while forgo;
for the solemn time is coming
when our tears for sin shall flow.
In our hymns we pray with longing:
Grant us, blessed Trinity,
at the last to keep glad Easter
with the faithful saints on high;
there to you forever singing
alleluia joyfully.
Text: Latin hymn, 11th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
Music: John Goss, 1800-1880. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. Public Domain.

* Dismissal
Go with Christ into a weary world.
Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
* Postlude

Celebration on “Alleluia, Song of Gladness”

Bryon Dockter

Jesus said …

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer.”
Please include the following people in your prayers this week:
Dwayne Strandberg, Evelyn Elam, Merwin Perkins, Barb Ihle, Phil Mead,
Rich Rabanus, Roger Quick, LaMoyne Wencel, Janel Saari,
Laura Walsh (Snider), Richard Morton (Snider),
Angie Jasinski (Gralish), Marlene Brown (Jahn), Kathy Mikel.
Each week different families will be included in special prayers.
Please hold in your prayers:
Harland and Joyce Rosvold, Gale Tipton, Bonnie Anderson,
Tony, Amy and Lillian Wittman,
Robert, Michelle, Rebecca and Rachel Steffen.
Each week different missions that St. Stephen’s support through our
Sunday offerings. This week we offer prayers for
Union Gospel Mission of the Twin Cities,
a Christian ministry dedicated to serving people
who are struggling with homelessness, poverty, and addiction in our community.
The Gospel Mission is helping men, women, and children rebuild their lives—
physically, emotionally, spiritually and educationally.
We also offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ
in the villages of Iwonde and Ihimbo, Tanzania.
We honor their recent request through our brother Ezekia, prayers for rain.
We pray for residents and staff of group homes
and care facilities, and all healthcare workers.
We pray also for those away from home serving in the military:
Tim Anderson, Ben Appenzeller, Nick Appenzeller, Jeremy Eittreim,
Matthew Eittreim, Zachary Ericson, Sam Gieser, Troy Hoban, Tricia Howe,
Adam Kenny, Nick Lane, Peter D. J. McKenzie, Donald McKenzie,
Christopher Meyers, Gene Morton, Sam Paton, Andrew Reed,
Lindsey Willwerscheid. (Please help us keep our military member
listing up to date. Thank you.)
St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that
this list is placed inside everyone’s Bible or devotional material. All prayer requests will
be listed for three weeks. Please contact the church office if additional time is needed.

Watch for these themes in the Gospel of Luke this year:






Fulfillment of prophecy and connections to the Old Testament.
Release from oppression, poverty, illness, debt etc. (The "Jubilee" of Leviticus 25)
Reversals of conventional wisdom, status and expectations.
The Holy Spirit as an actor, playing a role in the narrative.
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