Growing Connections to God, Each Other and the World
Jesus’ followers had no way to anticipate their experience on the mountain. While he was praying Jesus
was transfigured before them—then joined by Moses and Elijah—and they heard the voice of God say,

“Listen to him!”
We believe God always has more for us which
we cannot anticipate what we will experience but we can
prepare for by heeding God’s three word command.
May we live on the tip of our toes—the edge of our seats—
waiting for God in our lives.
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Not There Yet—
Though the present omicron surge is lessening the Safety Committee is continuing to limit St. Stephen’s
participation in its spread. We hope things will continue to improve. Our next Safety Committee meeting
will be Thursday, February 24 (after this document was created) watch and listen for results of this meeting.


We recommend being fully vaccinated.



We are recommending that KN95 masks be worn at all times in the building.
If you don’t have one they are available in the narthex.



Because it requires the removing of masks we are suspending coffee hour for the time
being.



For the time being we will also suspend funeral luncheons because of the removal of
masks.

Thank you for your patience, grace and understanding during these stressful days.

Sundays (10:30-11:20am)
TODAY’S Open Forum
Young Life II
We welcome back DaShawna Perkins and Tim Gibson to talk further and to
explain the ministry of Young Life in our community. We have recently been
welcoming Young Life in the Noreen Center for basketball. They have an impressive ministry of connecting
youth from our area and faith.

NEXT SUNDAY
March 6 Topic to be determined. Watch for more information.

GEMS
Luther’s Small Catechism
from

Wednesdays in Lent
Weekly Focus and Scriptures
March 2 | 11:00 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.
Confession and Forgiveness
John 20:22-23
March 9 | 6:30 p.m.
The Ten Commandments
Exodus 20:1-17
March 16 | 6:30 p.m.
The Apostle’s Creed
1 Corinthians 15:3-5
March 23 | 6:30 p.m.
The Lord’s Prayer
Matthew 6:7-12
March 30 | 6:30 p.m.
Holy Baptism
Romans 6:3-4
April 6 | 6:30 p.m.
Holy Communion
Matthew 26:26-29
Lent calls us to the renewal of our lives. We are going back to the essence of our Christian faith as explained
by Martin Luther. The Small Catechism was written for families to instruct themselves. Originally printed as
large posters prominently display in villages for all to read.
We are giving the booklet version of the Small Catechism to everyone at St. Stephen’s to help our Lenten
renewal.
Each Wednesday one of the sections of the Catechism will be highlighted—we are all encouraged to read
that section daily for the week. There will be daily insights available from our pastors on our Facebook page.
Each Wednesday those attending worship will be given a “gem” as a reminder.
There are gems for our lives in Luther’s Small Catechism—let’s find them together!

March is Minnesota FoodShare Month
“By taking hunger off the table, we empower families to focus on other priorities, like growth and security.
We enable our communities to face challenges with confidence,”
said Susan Schroeder, Director of Mission Fulfillment, Neighbor’s Inc. Food Shelf.
Neighbors needs our help to provide food support to our community. Join us in the Minnesota FoodShare
March Campaign and make your donation go further to help meet the increased need for food in our
community. Any donation you wish to make, whether food or cash, is welcome. We do suggest considering
financial donations as the Food Shelf has access to purchasing food in bulk. Thank you!

PLEASE NOTE: Links included in the eUpdate are not active—
watch for a separate email that contains resources available
and active links all in one handy document.
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