Growing Connections to God, Each Other and the World
"Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless
those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you." In
short, "Do unto others as you would have them do unto you."
These are some of the words of Jesus in our Gospel text this week
and they pretty well sum up what we think of as "Christian
Ethics." They are beautiful and inspiring words, but also
challenging. They are challenging to read on the page of
your Bible, but much more so when they come off the
page and go out into the world where we live: more
challenging, yes, but so much more needed as well.
Where are you finding those words ringing in
your ears these days? I invite you to join us for
worship this Sunday as we continue to ponder Jesus'
words and listen for his call. - Pastor Tim
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Not There Yet—
Though the present omicron surge is lessening the Safety Committee is continuing to limit St. Stephen’s
participation in its spread. We hope things will continue to improve. Out next Safety Committee meeting
will be Thursday, February 24. In the meantime:


We recommend being fully vaccinated.



We are recommending that KN95 masks be worn at all times in the building.
If you don’t have one they are available in the narthex.



Because it requires the removing of masks we are suspending coffee hour for the time
being.



For the time being we will also suspend funeral luncheons because of the removal of
masks.

Thank you for your patience, grace and understanding during these stressful days.

Sundays (10:40-11:30am)
TODAY’S Open Forum
Enhancing Worship VAT (Vision and Action Team)
Rescheduled from Sunday, January 23

We need your valuable input and opinions for our final VAT focus group.
Worship is so important to all at St. Stephen’s. Come and share your thoughts on how worship can be
enhanced.

NEXT SUNDAY


February 27—Young Life II.

We welcome back DaShawna Perkins and Tim Gibson to talk further and to explain the ministry of Young
Life in our community. We have recently been welcoming Young Life in the Noreen Center for basketball.

February is Black History Month
African Descent Ministries of the ELCA is celebrating Black History Month with Talks at the Desk, a new series
that will explore diverse expressions of the church. Tune in each Wednesday in February at 7:30pm to hear
youth, young adults, rostered leaders, elders and friends of our communities share their own sacred stories.
We encourage you to watch these videos on their Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/
elcaadm

Hello All,
Hannah here and I am reaching out with a fun family activity
night that we hope you consider. The youth group will be going
to Buck Hill for some Northern Lights Snow Tubing on Sunday
February 27th. I know that is just a little over a week and a
half away but we really hope you would like to come. Tickets
are 15 dollars and children ages 10 and up do not need a
chaperone but anyone from 5-9 needs a parent or guardian
with them. If you could respond before Wednesday February
23rd that would be amazing and at that time I will have the final time we will be going.
When you respond please let me know who is coming so I can order their lift ticket. I really
hope you can come join the youth in some winter fun. Thank you,
Hannah Ruikka, Activity Coordinator for CYF
Email: Hannah@ststephenswsp.org Phone: 612-600-9429

March is Minnesota FoodShare Month
“By taking hunger off the table, we empower families to focus on other priorities, like growth and security.
We enable our communities to face challenges with confidence,”
said Susan Schroeder, Director of Mission Fulfillment, Neighbor’s Inc. Food Shelf.
Neighbors needs our help to provide food support to our community. Join us in the Minnesota FoodShare
March Campaign and make your donation go further to help meet the increased need for food in our
community. Any donation you wish to make, whether food or cash, is welcome. We do suggest considering
financial donations as the Food Shelf has access to purchasing food in bulk. Thank you!

Lent is Right Around the Corner
Our theme this year will be

GEMS from Luther’s Small Catechism
We are still in the planning stage but wanted
to be sure you have Ash Wednesday,
March 2 on your calendar.
Watch for more details as they become
available. For right now we’d like to share:
 On Ash Wednesday two services are
planned: 11am and 6:30pm. Going
forward we will evaluate whether or not
the 11am service will continue.
 During Lent we will have Wednesday
evening worship at 6:30pm. The service
length will be 30-45 minutes held in the
Sanctuary.
 All congregational members will
receive a pocket edition of Luther’s
Small Catechism to be used in worship
on Wednesday night and throughout
the week.
 A GEM will be given to all each week to
put in your pocket.

PLEASE NOTE: Links included in the eUpdate are not active—
watch for a separate email that contains resources available
and active links all in one handy document.
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