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Welcome to the season of Advent ...  

 

Advent is the first season of the new church year, and means 

"coming" in Latin.  We mark this time of expectant waiting and 

preparation for both the celebration of the Nativity of Christ 

(Christmas) and the anticipation of the return of Christ at the 

Second Coming.  Our worship focuses on four traditional themes in advent including 

God's people (hope), the Old Testament prophets (peace), John the Baptist (love) and 

Mary, the mother of Jesus (joy).  You see the church is decorated and adorned in the 

color of Royal Blue, a symbol of looking forward to welcoming the coming of The King.   
 

We reflect. We lament. And, we prepare for Christ's coming.  We still our hearts and 

minds, and move from hope, to peace, love and finally joy, acknowledging and  

celebrating that Christ has come, Christ is here among us, and Christ will come again.   
 

Within our worship here at St. Stephen's during this season, we have selected music and 

text that focus on the four themes of Advent.  Our consistent use of the hymns: Awake! 

Awake, and Greet the New Morn, As the Dark Awaits the Dawn, Come Now O Prince of 

Peace, and O Come, O Come, Emmanuel calls out in a world of turmoil and harkens to 

the knowledge that Christ has come, Christ is here, Christ WILL come again wrapped in 

the traditional themes of hope, peace, love and joy of the Advent season.  In our  

prayers and in our song we call out "Come Lord Jesus, Quickly Come."   
 

- Bryon Dockter, Director of Worship 



WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP 

 Prelude                                  

 Welcome 

* Singing Bowl   

 Silence is kept for reflection. 

 WE GIVE OUR PRAISE  

 Hymn                                                 “Prepare the Royal Highway” ELW #264 vs. 1, 2 

Prepare the royal highway; 

the King of kings is near! 

Let ev'ry hill and valley 

a level road appear! 

Then greet the King of glory, 

foretold in sacred story: 
 

Refrain 

Hosanna to the Lord, 

for he fulfills God's word! 
 

God's people, see him coming: 

your own eternal king! 

Palm branches strew before him! 

Spread garments! Shout and sing! 

God's promise will not fail you! 

No more shall doubt assail you!  Refrain 

 Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772-1847; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship 

 Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.  

 Music: Swedish folk tune, 17th cent.  All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773  ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 

 Greeting   

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

* Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

We praise you, O God, for this circle of light 

that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s advent. 

As we light the candles on this wreath, 

kindle within us the fire of your Spirit, 

that we may be light shining in the darkness. 

Enlighten us with your grace, 

that we may welcome others as you have welcomed us. 

Grant this through Christ our Lord, 

whose coming is certain and whose day draws near. 

Amen. 
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 Kyrie                                    “Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn” ELW#242, vs. 2 

To us, to all in sorrow and fear,  

Emmanuel comes a-singing, 

his humble song is quiet and near,  

yet fills the earth with its ringing; 

music to heal the broken soul  

and hymns of lovingkindness, 

the thunder of his anthems roll  

to shatter all hatred and blindness. 

 Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950 

 Text © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.  

 www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. Music: Marty Haugen 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission.  AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 

 ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 

 Prayer of the Day 

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, 

to prepare the way of your only Son.  

By his coming give to all the people of the world 

knowledge of your salvation;  

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 

 First Reading  Malachi 3:1-4 

1 See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek will 

suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is 

coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2 But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand 

when he appears? For he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap; 3 he will sit as a refiner and  

purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until 

they present offerings to the LORD in righteousness. 4 Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will 

be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years. 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God 

 Second Reading  Luke 1:68-79 

Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,  

 for he has looked favorably on his people and redeemed them.  

He has raised up a mighty savior for us 

 in the house of his servant David,  

as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old,  

 that we would be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us.  

Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors,  

 and has remembered his holy covenant,  

the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham,  

 to grant us 74 that we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies,  

might serve him without fear, in holiness and righteousness  

 before him all our days.  

And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High;  

 for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways,  

to give knowledge of salvation to his people  

 by the forgiveness of their sins.  

By the tender mercy of our God,  

 the dawn from on high will break upon us,  

to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death,  

 to guide our feet into the way of peace." 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God 



 Gospel Acclamation                      “Come Now, O Prince of Peace” ELW#247 vs. 2 

   Sing twice 

Come now, O God of love, make us one body. 

Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile your people. 

 Text: Geon-yong Lee, b. 1947; tr. Marion Pope 

 Text © Geonyong Lee.  Music: Geonyoung Lee, b. 1947 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission.  AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 

 ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, 

Glory to you, O Lord 

* Gospel  Luke 3:1-6 

1 In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, 

and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, 

and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2 during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God 

came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3 He went into all the region around the Jordan, pro-

claiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, 4 as it is written in the book of the words 

of the prophet Isaiah,  

"The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. 

5 Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall be 

made straight, and the rough ways made smooth; 6 and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.'" 

The Gospel of the Lord, 

Praise to you, O Christ 

 Sermon                                    Pastor Tim 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

 Hymn                                             “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” ELW#257 vs. 3, 4 

O come, O come, O Lord of might, 

as to your tribes on Sinai's height 

in ancient times you gave the law 

in cloud, and majesty, and awe.  Refrain 
 

Refrain 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

shall come to you, O Israel. 
 

O come, O Branch of Jesse, free 

your own from Satan's tyranny; 

from depths of hell your people save, 

and give them vict'ry o'er the grave.  Refrain 
 

 Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Köln, 1710; tr. composite 

 Text sts. 2, 6, 7 © 1997 Augsburg Fortress.   All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773  ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 

* Prayers of Intercession 

 Petition response      Leader: … Lord in your mercy,  

                                              hear our prayer.    

                       

  Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. 

  Wait for the Lord: be strong, take heart! 
 

   ELW#262 Wait for the Lord 

 Text: Taizé Community.  Text © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc.,  

 agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.  

   All rights reserved.  Reprinted with permission under  

   AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773  ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 

* Sharing the Peace 

The peace of the Lord be with you.   

And also with you. 

 Offering  [Invitation to support ongoing ministries of St. Stephen’s] 



* Offertory Response                       “As the Dark Awaits the Dawn” ELW #261 vs. 3, 4 

As the moon reflects the sun 

until the night's decrease, 

may we your healing light release, 

living peace, living peace, 

unto your holy dawn. 
 

Shine your future on this place, 

enlighten ev'ry guest, 

that through us stream your holiness, 

bright and blest, bright and blest; 

come dawn, O Sun of grace. 

 Text: Susan Palo Cherwien, b. 1953 

 Text © 1996 Susan Palo Cherwien, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

 Music: Carl F. Schalk, b. 1929.  All rights reserved.  Used by Permission 

   AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 

 Offertory Prayer 

God of our waiting and watching, 

we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives 

to the service of all your people. 

Prepare the way before us 

as we meet you in this simple meal, 

through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace. 

Amen. 

 Words of Institution 

 Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

   on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

   who trespass against us; 

 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

  forever and ever.   Amen. 

 Invitation to Communion 

Come to Christ’s banquet. 

Feast on God’s gift of grace. 

 

Please be seated. 

If you would like and are able to kneel, 

kneelers are available. 

 Communion is Received               

  The body of Christ, given for you 

  The blood of Christ, shed for you.   Amen. 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

Strengthens you and keeps you in his grace.  Amen. 

                                                      “Comfort, Comfort Now My People” ELW#256 vs. 1, 2 

"Comfort, comfort now my people; 

tell of peace!" So says our God. 

Comfort those who sit in darkness 

mourning under sorrow's load. 

To God's people now proclaim 

that God's pardon waits for them! 

Tell them that their war is over; 

God will reign in peace forever. 
 



For the herald's voice is crying 

in the desert far and near, 

calling us to true repentance, 

since the reign of God is here. 

Oh, that warning cry obey! 

Now prepare for God a way. 

Valleys, rise to greet the Savior; 

hills, bow down in humble favor. 

 Text: Johann G. Olearius, 1635-1711; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt. 

 Music: Trente quatre pseaums de David, Geneva, 1551 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773.  Public Domain. 

 Prayer after Communion 

Most High God, 

you have come among us at this table. 

By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word, 

sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, 

through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest. 

Amen. 

WE GO INTO THE WORLD 

 Blessing 

The God of hope 

fill us with all joy and peace in believing, 

so that we may abound in hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

through Christ Jesus for whom we wait. 

Amen. 

 Hymn                                          “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” ELW #254 

Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 

born to set thy people free; 

from our fears and sins release us; 

let us find our rest in thee. 

Israel's strength and consolation, 

hope of all the earth thou art, 

dear desire of ev'ry nation, 

joy of ev'ry longing heart. 
 

Born thy people to deliver, 

born a child, and yet a king; 

born to reign in us forever, 

now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

By thine own eternal Spirit 

rule in all our hearts alone; 

by thine all-sufficient merit 

raise us to thy glorious throne. 

 Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788 

 Music: W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission.  AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 

 ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 

* Dismissal 

Go in peace.  Christ is near. 

Thanks be to God. 

* Postlude                                      

◙ 



 

We offer our deepest and most sincere condolences 

to the family and friends of Connie Villars. 

A celebration of Connie’s life was held at St Stephen’s 

on Tuesday, November 30. 

 

In the midst of their sorrow may all find comfort in  

God’s promise of life everlasting.   

Jesus said …   

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer.” 
 

Please include the following people in your prayers this week:  

Philip Dahl, Bryon Dockter, Diane Johnson, Bev Kirk, Merwin Perkins,  

Laura Walsh (Snider), Oliver Gibson (Tim and Janet Gibson),  

Richard Morton (Snider), Lynn Schneider (Brunkow). 
 

Each week different families will be included in special prayers.  

Please hold in your prayers:   

Brent, Amy, Jacob, Anna and Bennett Wilson 

Bruce and Diane Meyers, Brad House, 

Donna and Jim Duren, Janel Saari. 
 

Each week different missions that St. Stephen’s support through our  

Sunday offerings. This week we offer prayers for  
 

Loaves and Fishes 

a nonprofit organization serving free, nutritious meals to those in need. 

They are guided by their vision that all people, regardless of socioeconomic, 

cultural or ethnic background, deserve to meet their basic needs for food, 

dignity and respect. 
 

We also offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ  

in the villages of Iwonde and Ihimbo, Tanzania. 
 

We pray for residents and staff of group homes and care facilities,  

and all healthcare workers. 
 

We pray also for those away from home serving in the military:  

Tim Anderson, Ben Appenzeller, Nick Appenzeller, Jeremy Eittreim,  

Matthew Eittreim, Zachary Ericson, Sam Gieser, Troy Hoban, Tricia Howe,  

Adam Kenny, Nick Lane, Peter D. J. McKenzie, Donald McKenzie,  

Christopher Meyers, Gene Morton, Sam Paton, Andrew Reed,  

Lindsey Willwerscheid. (Please help us keep our military member  

listing up to date. Thank you.) 

 

St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that  

this list is placed inside everyone’s Bible or devotional material.  All prayer requests will  

be listed for three weeks.  Please contact the church office if additional time is needed. 



Senior Pastor John Snider | Associate Pastor of Discipleship Tim Thompson   
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