
St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 
Worship Service with Communion 

Sunday, December 26, 2021  9:30 a.m. 



WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP 

 Prelude                                       Fantasia on “O Come All Ye Faithful” arr. Jan Zwart 

                                                                              ELW#283 1877-1937 

 Welcome 

* Singing Bowl   

 Silence is kept for reflection. 

 WE GIVE OUR PRAISE 

 Hymn                                                 “Go Tell It on the Mountain” ELW #290 vs. 1 

Refrain 

Go tell it on the mountain, 

over the hills and ev'rywhere; 

go tell it on the mountain 

that Jesus Christ is born! 
 

While shepherds kept their watching 

o'er silent flocks by night, 

behold, throughout the heavens 

there shone a holy light.  Refrain  

 Baptism: Vincent Thomas Casclenda ELW Pages 227-231 

 Hymn                                                  “Go Tell It on the Mountain” ELW #290 vs. 3 

Down in a lonely manger 

the humble Christ was born; 

and God sent us salvation 

that blessed Christmas morn.  Refrain 

 

 Text: African American spiritual, refrain; John W. Work Jr., 1872-1925, stanzas, alt. 

 Music: African American spiritual. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. Public Domain 

* Greeting   

For Unto Us a Child is Born.  Unto Us a Son is Given. 

The Word has become Flesh.  Salvation Unto Us has Come. 

The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God,                                                         

and the communion of the Holy Spirit is with you all. 

And also with you.    

* Hymn of Praise                  “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” ELW #288 vs. 2 

Good Christian friends, rejoice 

with heart and soul and voice; 

now ye hear of endless bliss: 

Jesus Christ was born for this! 

He has opened heaven's door, 

and we are blest forevermore. 

Christ was born for this! 

Christ was born for this! 
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 Text: Medieval Latin carol; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866 

 Music: German carol, 14th cent.; arr. Robert L. Pearsall, 1795-1856 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 

 Public Domain 

 Prayer of the Day 

Shine into our hearts the light of your wisdom, O God, 

and open our minds to the knowledge of your word,  

that in all things we may think and act according to your good will 

and may live continually in the light of your Son,  

Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 

 First Reading  1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26 

18 Samuel was ministering before the LORD, a boy wearing a linen ephod. 19 His mother used to make 

for him a little robe and take it to him each year, when she went up with her husband to offer the 

yearly sacrifice. 20 Then Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife, and say, "May the LORD repay you with 

children by this woman for the gift that she made to the LORD"; and then they would return to their 

home.  26 Now the boy Samuel continued to grow both in stature and in favor with the LORD and with 

the people. 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God 

 Second Reading  Colossians 3:12-17 

12 As God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, 

meekness, and patience. 13 Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, 

forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14 Above all, clothe 

yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 15 And let the peace of 

Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. 16 Let 

the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with grati-

tude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. 17 And whatever you do, in word 

or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God 

  Gospel Acclamation                        “Angels We Have Heard on High” ELW #289 Refrain Only 

Refrain 

Gloria in excelsis Deo; 

gloria in excelsis Deo. 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, 

Glory to you, O Lord 

* Gospel  Luke 2:41-52 

41 Now every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover. 42 And when he was 

twelve years old, they went up as usual for the festival. 43 When the festival was ended and they start-

ed to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it. 44 Assuming 

that he was in the group of travelers, they went a day's journey. Then they started to look for him 

among their relatives and friends. 45 When they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to search 

for him. 46 After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to 

them and asking them questions. 47 And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his 

answers. 48 When his parents saw him they were astonished; and his mother said to him, "Child, why 

have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I have been searching for you in great anxiety." 

49 He said to them, "Why were you searching for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father's 

house?" 50 But they did not understand what he said to them. 51 Then he went down with them and 

came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His mother treasured all these things in her heart. 

52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favor. 

The Gospel of the Lord, 

Praise to you, O Christ 



                                                       “Angels We Have Heard on High” ELW #289 Refrain Only 

Refrain 

Gloria in excelsis Deo; 

gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 Text: French carol; tr. H. F. Hemy, The Crown of Jesus Music, 1864 

 Music: French carol; arr. Edward S. Barnes, 1887-1958 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 

 Public Domain 

 

 Sermon                                    Pastor Tim 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

 Hymn                                                   “In a Lowly Manger Born” ELW#718 vs. 1, 3 

In a lowly manger born, 

humble life begun in scorn; 

under Joseph's watchful eye, 

Jesus grew as you and I; 

knew the suff'rings of the weak, 

knew the patience of the meek, 

hungered as but poor folk can; 

this is he. Behold the man! 
 

Then, to rescue you and me, 

Jesus died upon the tree. 

See in him God's love revealed; 

by his passion we are healed. 

Now he lives in glory bright, 

lives again in pow'r and might; 

come and take the path he trod, 

son of Mary, Son of God. 

 Text: Kō Yūki, 1896-1985; tr. composite 

 Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.  

 Music: Seigi Abe, admin. Christian Conference of Asia. 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773  ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 

* Prayers of Intercession 

 Petition response      Leader: … Lord in your mercy,  

                                              hear our prayer.    

                       

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay 

close by me forever and love me, I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in your tender care 

and fit us for heaven, to live with you there. 

 

   ELW#277 vs. 3 Away in the Manger 
 Text: North American, 19th cent. 

 Music: William J. Kirkpatrick, 18385-1921; arr. David Willcocks, B. 1919 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 

 Public Domain 

 Reception of New Members        ELW Page 234-235, 237 

 

I present Andy Johnson, Anthony Cascalenda, Jordan Hahn and Judy Sung 

who desire to make public affirmation of their baptism. 

 

Let us pray. 

Merciful God, we thank you for these sisters and brothers,  

whom you have made your own by water and the Word in baptism.  

You have called them to yourself, enlightened them with the gifts of your Spirit,  

and nourished them in the community of faith.   

Uphold your servants in the gifts and promises of baptism,  

and unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to new birth.   

We ask this in the name of Christ.  Amen. 
 



Andy, Anthony, Jordan and Judy you have made public profession of your faith.  

 

Do you intend to continue in the covenant God made with you in holy baptism:  
 

 to live among God’s faithful people, 

 to hear his word and share in the Lord’s supper, 

 to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, 

 to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, 

    and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 

 

If so, please answer: 

     I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
 

[Video recording of Jordan and Judy] 
 

People of God, do you promise to support and pray for one another in your life in Christ? 

We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 
 

Let us pray. 

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us new birth,  

cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life.  Amen. 
 

Stir up in your people the gift of your Holy Spirit:  

the spirit of wisdom and understanding,  

the spirit of counsel and might,  

the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord,  

the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Let us rejoice with these sisters and brothers in Christ. 

 We rejoice with you in the life of baptism.   

Together we will give thanks and praise to God 

and proclaim the good news to all the world. 

 

* Sharing the Peace 

The peace of the Lord be with you.   

And also with you. 

 Offering  [Invitation to support ongoing ministries of St. Stephen’s] 

* Offertory Response            “In the Bleak Midwinter” ELW #294 vs. 3 

What can I give him, 

poor as I am? 

If I were a shepherd 

I would bring a lamb; 

if I were a wise man 

I would do my part; 

yet what I can I give him— 

give my heart. 

 Text: Christina Georgina Rossetti, 1830-1894 

 Music: Gustav Holst, 1874-1934 
 All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. Public Domain 

 Offertory Prayer 

Gracious God, 

your Word-made-flesh brings harmony to the earth. 

As we offer ourselves and these your gifts, 

prepare us to receive the grace and truth 

you offer at this table 

and renew in us the song of your salvation, 

in Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 



 Words of Institution 

 Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

   on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

   who trespass against us; 

 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

  forever and ever.   Amen. 

 Invitation to Communion 

Please be seated. If you would like and are able to kneel, kneelers are available. 
 

In Christ’s manger, at Christ’s table, 

come, see what God makes known for you. 

 Communion is Received               

  The body of Christ, given for you 

  The blood of Christ, shed for you.   Amen. 

                                                       “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” ELW#295 vs. 1, 4 

Of the Father's love begotten 

ere the worlds began to be, 

he is Alpha and Omega, 

he the source, the ending he, 

of the things that are, that have been, 

and that future years shall see, 

evermore and evermore. 
 

Let the heights of heav'n adore him; 

angel hosts, his praises sing; 

pow'rs, dominions, bow before him 

and extol our God and King; 

let no tongue on earth be silent, 

ev'ry voice in concert ring 

evermore and evermore. 

 Text: Marcus Aurelius Clemens Prudentius, 348-413; tr. composite 

 Music: Plainsong mode V, 13th cent. 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. 

 ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

Strengthens you and keeps you in his grace.  Amen. 

 Prayer after Communion 

We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus, 

God with us, in these gifts of bread and wine. 

As we have shared this feast of love, 

strengthen us to share your love with all the world. 

In Jesus’ name we pray. 

Amen. 

WE GO INTO THE WORLD 

 Blessing 

The God of hope 

fill us with all joy and peace in believing, 

so that we may abound in hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

through Christ Jesus, the Word made flesh. Amen. 



Welcome New Members!   

We are delighted to have you join us in serving the Lord’s Mission here at  

St. Stephen’s.  We look forward to getting to know you better and working 

with you shoulder to shoulder.   

We Welcome:   

Andy Johnson 

Anthony Cascalenda 

Jordan Hahn and Judy Sung 

 Hymn                                          “Angels From the Realms of Glory” ELW #275 vs. 1, 4 

Angels, from the realms of glory, 

wing your flight o'er all the earth; 

once you sang creation's story, 

now proclaim Messiah's birth: 

Come and worship, come and worship, 

worship Christ, the newborn king. 
 

All creation, join in praising 

God, the Father, Spirit, Son, 

evermore your voices raising 

to the eternal Three in One. 

Come and worship, come and worship, 

worship Christ, the newborn king. 

 

 Text: James Montgomery, 1771-1854, alt., sts. 1-3; Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857, st. 4 

 Music: Henry T. Smart, 1813-1879. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. Public Domain. 

* Dismissal 

Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior. 

Thanks be to God. 

* Prelude                                               Fantasia on “Glory to God” arr. Jan Zwart 

                                                                    1877-1937 



Altar Flowers 
In Honor of our 74th Wedding Anniversary 

on December 27th 
 

Given by: Harlan and Joyce Rosvold 

Jesus said …   

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer.” 
 

Please include the following people in your prayers this week:  

Philip Dahl, Bryon Dockter, Bev Kirk, Merwin Perkins, Barb Ihle, Bev Evans, 

Rich Rabanus, Joan Regan, Betsy Anderson, Roger Quick, LaMoyne Wencel, 

Laura Walsh (Snider), Oliver Gibson (Gibson), Richard Morton (Snider),  

Lynn Schneider (Brunkow), Anne (Frid), Henry Gruber (Perkins). 
 

Each week different families will be included in special prayers.  

Please hold in your prayers:   

Justin, Janell, Logan, Kira and Mackenzie Woods 

Thelma Yess, Barbara Ihle, David Ekstrand, Vicki Jackson. 
 

Each week different missions that St. Stephen’s support through our  

Sunday offerings. This week we offer prayers for  
 

Lutheran Campus Ministry. 

A ministry grounded in Christ, guided by the values of hospitality, service, justice, 

integrity and curiosity. Operating on university campuses throughout the country 

bringing together like minded individuals to share God’s word. 
 

We also offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ  

in the villages of Iwonde and Ihimbo, Tanzania. 
 

We pray for residents and staff of group homes and care facilities,  

and all healthcare workers. 
 

We pray also for those away from home serving in the military:  

Tim Anderson, Ben Appenzeller, Nick Appenzeller, Jeremy Eittreim,  

Matthew Eittreim, Zachary Ericson, Sam Gieser, Troy Hoban, Tricia Howe,  

Adam Kenny, Nick Lane, Peter D. J. McKenzie, Donald McKenzie,  

Christopher Meyers, Gene Morton, Sam Paton, Andrew Reed,  

Lindsey Willwerscheid. (Please help us keep our military member  

listing up to date. Thank you.) 

 

St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that  

this list is placed inside everyone’s Bible or devotional material.  All prayer requests will  

be listed for three weeks.  Please contact the church office if additional time is needed. 

Today we welcome into the body of Christ through baptism 

 

Vincent Thomas Cascalenda 

son of Anthony and Katie Cascalenda 

grandson of Chris and Jolene Sather 

and Tom and Lori Cascalenda 

 

May we all be reminded of God’s grace at work 

in our own baptism. Thanks be to God! 
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