


Today’s Service Notes 
 

This service is being video recorded, live-streamed 

and archived on our Facebook page. 
 

It will also be available on Townsquare Comcast TV Channel 15 

Please check their schedule for viewing times 

https://www.townsquare.tv/tv-schedules/ch15 
 

* in bulletin indicates when Congregation should stand. 

Bold text indicates Congregation Responses.   
 

St. Stephen’s Safety Committee encourages all who are eligible to receive their COVID 

boosters and flu shots.  This is our best chance to create a safe environment for all at St. 

Stephen’s and in the community.  In addition, the current policy of St. Stephen’s is masks 

are optional for everyone, clergy and singers included.  However if you feel more  

comfortable wearing a mask, please know we welcome you to do so. 

Welcome to the Nativity of our Lord and the Festival of Christmas ...  

As we’ve passed through the season of Advent and reflected, preparing for Christ’s coming on 

this Christmas Eve and Christmas Day we celebrate! For unto us a child is born. Unto us a Son is 

given. God’s word has become flesh. God’s promise of a Messiah is fulfilled. Salvation unto us 

has come. The appointed Psalms for these days are Psalm 96 and Psalm 98 … both beginning 

with “O sing to the Lord a new song … “ and goes on “… sing to the Lord, all the earth” and “… 

for he has done marvelous things”.  So, these days and throughout the season of Christmas we 

sing, we celebrate, and we praise God, we tell of his salvation throughout all the ends of the 

earth …  

For Christ is come. 

In Christ, the Word of God is made flesh.   

Christ is our Salvation.   

 

Within our worship here at St Stephen's during this season, we have selected music and text that 

many of us have sung and heard for years. And yet, it’s new and fresh every time we hear it, just 

as it is for those hearing it for the first time. As we sing these carols and songs, and hear the 

message from the Gospel of Luke in the Second Chapter, let us raise our voices anew, proclaim 

the good news, the glad tidings of great joy …  Gloria!! 
 

A Savior is born, Jesus Christ the one who has come and is here,  

has come again this eve and this day.  AMEN!! 
 

Bryon Dockter, Director of Worship 



WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP 

 Prelude                                                “O Come, All Ye Faithful” Jan Zwart, 1877-1937 

  Public Domain 

 Welcome 

 Singing Bowl 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

* Processional Hymn                          “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” ELW #270 vs. 1, 2 

Hark! The herald angels sing, 

"Glory to the newborn king; 

peace on earth, and mercy mild, 

God and sinners reconciled." 

Joyful, all you nations, rise; 

join the triumph of the skies; 

with angelic hosts proclaim, 

"Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 
 

Refrain 

Hark! The herald angels sing, 

"Glory to the newborn king!" 
 

Christ, by highest heav'n adored, 

Christ, the everlasting Lord, 

late in time behold him come, 

offspring of a virgin's womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see! 

Hail, incarnate deity! 

Pleased as man with us to dwell, 

Jesus, our Emmanuel!  Refrain 

 Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt. 

 Music: Felix Mendelssoh, 1809-1847; arr. William H. Cummings, 1831-1915 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773.  Public Domain 

WE GIVE OUR PRAISE  

* Greeting   

For Unto Us a Child is Born.  Unto Us a Son is Given. 

The Word has become Flesh.  Salvation Unto Us has Come. 

The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God,                                                         

and the communion of the Holy Spirit is with you all. 

And also with you.    

 

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 

Christmas Day 
with Holy Communion 

December 25, 2022 | 9:30 a.m. 

As on the first day of creation, on this Christmas Day the Word illumines the world, shining forth to bring all things 
into being. Today we celebrate the incarnate Word, God becoming flesh to live among us in the person of Jesus 
Christ then and now. Emboldened by the good news of Christ’s birth, along with the shepherds, Mary and Joseph, 
and all witnesses to the light of Christ, we declare to the world that we have indeed seen and been transformed by the 
arrival of “the salvation of our God.” O come, let us adore! [Reprinted with permission: Sunday and Seasons © 2022 Augsburg 

Fortress] 



* Hymn of Praise                 “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” ELW #288 vs. 1, 2 

Good Christian friends, rejoice 

with heart and soul and voice; 

give ye heed to what we say: 

Jesus Christ is born today; 

ox and ass before him bow, 

and he is in the manger now. 

Christ is born today! 

Christ is born today! 
 

Good Christian friends, rejoice 

with heart and soul and voice; 

now ye hear of endless bliss: 

Jesus Christ was born for this! 

He has opened heaven's door, 

and we are blest forevermore. 

Christ was born for this! 

Christ was born for this! 

 Text: Medieval Latin carol; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866 

 Music: German carol, 14th cent.; arr. Robert L. Pearsall, 1795-1856 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773.  Public Domain 

* Prayer of the Day 

All-powerful and unseen God, 

the coming of your light into our world  

has brightened weary hearts with peace.   

Call us out of darkness,  

and empower us to proclaim the birth of your Son,  

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 

 First Reading  Isaiah 52:7-10 

7 How beautiful upon the mountains  

 are the feet of the messenger who announces peace,  

who brings good news,  

 who announces salvation,  

 who says to Zion, "Your God reigns."  

8 Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices,  

 together they sing for joy;  

for in plain sight they see  

 the return of the LORD to Zion.  

9 Break forth together into singing,  

 you ruins of Jerusalem;  

for the LORD has comforted his people,  

 he has redeemed Jerusalem.  

10 The LORD has bared his holy arm  

 before the eyes of all the nations;  

and all the ends of the earth shall see 

 the salvation of our God. 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God 

 Second Reading  Hebrews 1:1-12 

1 Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, 2 but in these last 

days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also cre-

ated the worlds. 3 He is the reflection of God's glory and the exact imprint of God's very being, and he 

sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the 

right hand of the Majesty on high, 4 having become as much superior to angels as the name he has 

inherited is more excellent than theirs.  
 



5 For to which of the angels did God ever say,  

 "You are my Son; today I have begotten you"?  

Or again,  

 "I will be his Father, and he will be my Son"?  

6 And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says,  

 "Let all God's angels worship him."  

7 Of the angels he says,  

 "He makes his angels winds, and his servants flames of fire."  

8 But of the Son he says,  

 "Your throne, O God, is forever and ever,  

 and the righteous scepter is the scepter of your kingdom.  

 9 You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness;  

 therefore God, your God, has anointed you  

 with the oil of gladness beyond your companions."  

10 And,  

 "In the beginning, Lord, you founded the earth,  

 and the heavens are the work of your hands;  

 11 they will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like clothing; 

 12 like a cloak you will roll them up, and like clothing they will be changed.  

 But you are the same, and your years will never end." 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God 

* Gospel Acclamation                        “Angels We Have Heard on High” ELW #289 Refrain Only 

Refrain 

Gloria in excelsis Deo; 

gloria in excelsis Deo. 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, 

Glory to you, O Lord 

* Gospel  John 1:1-14 

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the 

beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came 

into being. What has come into being 4 in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5 The 

light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 6 There was a man sent from God, 

whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through 

him. 8 He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9 The true light, which enlight-

ens everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and the world came into being 

through him; yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to what was his own, and his own people 

did not accept him. 12 But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to be-

come children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, 

but of God. 14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory 

as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth. 

The Gospel of the Lord, 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

                                                         “Angels We Have Heard on High” ELW #289 Refrain Only 

Refrain 

Gloria in excelsis Deo; 

gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 Text: French carol; tr. H. F. Hemy, The Crown of Jesus Music, 1864 

 Music: Music: French carol; arr. Edward S. Barnes, 1887-1958 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 

 Public Domain 

 Christmas Message                                    Pastor Tim 



WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

 Hymn                                              “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” ELW #272 vs. 1, 2 

Lo, how a rose e'er blooming 

from tender stem hath sprung! 

Of Jesse's lineage coming 

as seers of old have sung, 

it came, a flow'r so bright, 

amid the cold of winter, 

when half-spent was the night. 
 

Isaiah had foretold it, 

the rose I have in mind; 

with Mary we behold it, 

the virgin mother kind. 

To show God's love aright, 

she bore to us a Savior, 

when half-spent was the night. 

 Text: German carol, 15th cent.; tr. Theodore Baker, 1851-1934, sts. 1-2; 

 Harriet R. Krauth, 1845-1925, st. 3; John C. Mattes, 1876-1948, st. 4 

 Music: Alte catholische geistliche Kirchengesänge, Köln, 1599; arr. Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 

 Public Domain 

* Prayers of Intercession 

 Petition response      Leader: … Lord in your mercy,  

                                             hear our prayer.                      

* Sharing the Peace 

The peace of the Lord be with you.   

And also with you. 

 Offering  [An invitation to support ongoing ministries of St. Stephen’s] 

                                                                “In the Bleak Midwinter” ELW #294 vs. 3 

What can I give him, poor as I am? 

If I were a shepherd I would bring a lamb; 

if I were a wise man I would do my part; 

yet what I can I give him—give my heart. 

 Text: Christina Georgina Rossetti, 1830-1894 

 Music: Gustav Holst, 1874-1934 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. Public Domain 

 Offertory Prayer 

God of abundance, 

receive and bless these gifts we have offered. 

Join our hearts with the song of the angels, 

and gather us at your table of celebration. 

Strengthen us to share with all the world 

the abundance of your grace upon grace, 

poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. 

Amen. 

* Great Thanksgiving (spoken) ELW Page 152 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



* Words of Institution 

* Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

   on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

   who trespass against us; 

 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

  forever and ever.   Amen. 

* Invitation to Communion 

Glory to God in the highest! 

Come to the table of peace. 

 Communion Music                              “Lullaby for Mary’s Child” Gerrit W. Lamain 

 Communion is Received               

  The body of Christ, given for you 

  The blood of Christ, shed for you.   Amen. 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

strengthens you and keeps you in his grace 

today, tomorrow and forever.  Amen. 

* Prayer after Communion 

God our redeemer, 

you have fed us at this table 

with gifts of grace, truth, and life. 

As you have gathered us in joy, 

send us forth as messengers of your peace. 

Make us shine with the good news of your glory, 

born to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

WE GO INTO THE WORLD 

* Blessing 

God bless you and keep you, 

☩ Jesus grant you grace and truth, 

and the Spirit send peace upon your hearts, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

* Hymn                                                        “Joy to the World” ELW #267 vs. 1, 2 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

Let earth receive her king; 

let ev'ry heart prepare him room 

and heav'n and nature sing, 

and heav'n and nature sing, 

and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 

 

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 

Let all their songs employ, 

while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 

repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

 Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748 

 Music: English melody, 18th cent.; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792-1872 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

  AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. Public Domain 



* Dismissal 

Christ the Savior is born! 

Go in peace. Proclaim this good news. 

Thanks be to God. 

* Postlude                                          “Eere zij God (Glory to God)” Jan Zwart, 1877-1937 

  Public Domain 

Leaders in Today’s Service  

Pastor .....................................................................................................The Rev. Tim Thompson, Ph.D 

Director of Worship.......................................................................................................... Bryon Dockter 

Organist ........................................................................................................................ Gerrit W. Lamain 

Communications and Media Coordinator ..................................................................... Garrett Masters 

Audio Visual Ministry ....................................................................................................... Norm Goetzke 

Prayer Chain .............................. Rachel Circle, Mary Circle, Kathy Ericson, Abby Vavra, Janet Gibson 

Altar Guild ..................................................................................................... Lori Ritt, Mary Jo Martinek 

Outdoor Street Sign ........................................................................................................ Jerry Thoreson 

Today’s Altar Flowers 
In Honor of our 75th Wedding Anniversary on December 27th! 

Given by Harlan and Joyce Rosvold 



  
 
 
 
 
    Jesus said …   

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer” 
 

     Please include the following people in your prayers this week:  

Rich Rabanus, Joyce Johnson, Barbara Brutger, Paula Goetzke, Jim Packer, 

Nancy Lynn, Chuck Frid, Dorrie Trombley, Jeanne Schaitberger,  

Laura Walsh (Snider), Katherine Lansing (Brunkow), Theresa Lopez,  

Jan Lawrence, Peg Snider (Snider), Blake & Abby (Masters),  

The Lee Family (Snider), Benjamin Hills and Family (Shoemaker). 
 

Each week different families will be included in special prayers.  

Please hold in your prayers:   

Bruce and Diane Meyers, John Stai, 

Mark and Marsha Rogosheske, Marilyn Plorin, 

John Nygaard and Gloria Frederick. 
 

Each week different missions that St. Stephen’s support through our  

Sunday offerings. This week we offer prayers for  

The Saint Paul Area Synod 

The Saint Paul Area Synod is made up of congregations, mission starts  

and institutions committed to growing in faith and trust in Jesus Christ.  

Living out of our identity as Lutheran, 

we recognize we are grasped by grace and are free to devote 

our energy to being church in a way that is rooted in tradition 

and open to experimentation. 

  

We also offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ  

in the villages of Iwonde and Ihimbo, Tanzania. 
 

We pray also for those away from home serving in the military:  

Tim Anderson, Ben Appenzeller, Nick Appenzeller, Jeremy Eittreim,  

Matthew Eittreim, Zachary Ericson, Sam Gieser, Troy Hoban, Tricia Howe,  

Adam Kenny, Nick Lane, Peter D. J. McKenzie, Donald McKenzie, 

Christopher Meyers, Gene Morton, Sam Paton, Andrew Reed,  

Lindsey Willwerscheid. 

 

St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. 

We hope that this list is placed inside everyone’s Bible or devotional material. 

All prayer requests will be listed for three weeks.  Please contact the church office 

if additional time is needed. 



Thank you to families and friends 

who donated plants 

in celebration of the Joy of Christmas  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

In Loving Memory of . . . 

Loved Ones, given by The Canniff Family 
Dottie Strandberg, given by Sue, Kevin and Chris Clark 
Our parents Roy, Pearl, Iver and Lois,  

     given by Bryon and Jane Dockter 
Mary Kay Nelson,  

     given by Ron Nelson, Kristy, Becky and Families 
Lisa Marie, given by Lori Ritt 
Lucy Jo Lee, given by Polly and John Snider 
My husband Bob, given by Shirley Theno 
Loved Ones, given by The Ken Wellen Family 
TV Wells and Buzz Deer, given by Debbie Wells and Phyllis Deer 
Stephen, Mavis and Cindy Westbrook, given by Linda Westbrook 
Laura and Lisa Bowen, given by Linda Westbrook 
 
 

In Honor of . . . 
Family, given by The Canniff Family 
Our children Ben, Christen and Grace,  
     given by Bryon and Jane Dockter 
Merry Christmas! given by Brenda and John  
Our Grandchildren, given by Polly and John Snider 
My Grand and Great Grandchildren, given by Shirley Theno 
 
 



We at St Stephen’s Lutheran Church recognize and respect intellectual property rights 

and are committed to fulfilling our moral and legal obligations 

with respect to our use of copyright-protected works. 
 

Bulletin Acknowledgements 
 

Liturgical texts, prayers, cover art and graphics: Sundays and Seasons 

Reprinted with permission under AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 
 

Video and Graphics Acknowledgements 
 

Centerline Media, ShareFaith, Sundays and Seasons 
 

Music and Streaming Licenses 
 

AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773; ONELICENSE.NET License #A-708293 #R-196364; 

CCLI License #1664009 #20540802; CCS License #14375. 

Senior Pastor John Snider  |  Associate Pastor of Discipleship Tim Thompson   
 

1575 Charlton Street    West St. Paul, MN 55118 

www.ststephenswsp.org  Office: (651) 457-6541 


