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Welcome to the Nativity of our Lord and the Festival of Christmas ...  

As we’ve passed through the season of Advent and reflected, lamented and prepared for the 

coming of Christ, on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day we celebrate!  For unto us a child is 

born. Unto us a Son is given. God’s word has become flesh. God’s promise of a Messiah is  

fulfilled.  Salvation unto us has indeed come. The appointed Psalms for these days are Psalm 96 

and Psalm 98 … both beginning with “O sing to the Lord a new song … “ and goes on “… sing to 

the Lord, all the earth” and “… for he has done marvelous things”.  So, these days and through-

out the season of Christmas we sing, we celebrate, and we praise God, we tell of his salvation 

throughout all the ends of the earth …  
 

For Christ is come. 

In Christ, the Word of God is made flesh.   

Christ is our Salvation.   

 

Within our worship here at St Stephen's during this season, we have selected music and text that 

many of us have sung and heard for years. And yet, it’s new and fresh every time we hear it, just 

as it is for those hearing it for the first time. In this year of 2021, we are able to celebrate the 

Birth of Christ on three consecutive days, Christmas Eve on December 24, Christmas Day on  

December 25, and the First Sunday of Christmas on December 26. This unique opportunity  

allows us to take a closer look at the second chapter of Luke. On Christmas Eve we will hear 

about the birth of Jesus and the Angels and the Shepherds in Luke 2:1-20.  On Christmas Day we 

will hear Luke 2:21-40 where Jesus is presented at the temple and the Song of Simeon. And, on 

the First Sunday of Christmas we will hear about the return to Nazareth and the boy Jesus in the 

temple in Luke 2:41-52.  Please join Pastor John and Pastor Tim in person or on-line for this  

series on Luke Two.  As we sing these carols and songs, and hear the message the Gospel of 

Luke shares with us in the Second Chapter, let us raise our voices anew, proclaim the good news, 

the glad tidings of great joy …  
 

A Savior is born, Jesus Christ the one who has come and is here,  

has come again this eve and this day.  AMEN!! 
 

Bryon Dockter, Director of Worship 



WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP 

 Prelude                                          “Ding Dong Merrily! He Is Born!” arr. Anna Laura Page 

                                                                     “Adoro te devote”   setting, Anne Krentz Organ   

“Eternal Spirit of the Living Christ”, “Thee We Adore, O Savior” 
 

 

* Processional Hymn                      “Once in Royal David’s City” ELW #269 vs. 1, 2 

Once in royal David's city 

stood a lowly cattle shed, 

where a mother laid her baby 

in a manger for his bed: 

Mary was that mother mild, 

Jesus Christ, her little child. 
 

He came down to earth from heaven 

who is God and Lord of all, 

and his shelter was a stable, 

and his cradle was a stall; 

with the poor and meek and lowly, 

lived on earth our Savior holy. 

 Text: Cecil Frances Alexander, 1818-1895 

 Music: Henry J. Gauntlett, 1805-1876 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773.  Public Domain 

 Welcome 

 Singing Bowl 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

WE GIVE OUR PRAISE  

* Greeting   

For Unto Us a Child is Born.  Unto Us a Son is Given. 

The Word has become Flesh.  Salvation Unto Us has Come. 

The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God,                                                         

and the communion of the Holy Spirit is with you all. 

And also with you.    

 

* Hymn of Praise                  “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” ELW #288 vs. 1 

Good Christian friends, rejoice 

with heart and soul and voice; 

give ye heed to what we say: 

Jesus Christ is born today; 

ox and ass before him bow, 

and he is in the manger now. 

Christ is born today! 

Christ is born today! 

 Text: Medieval Latin carol; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866 

 Music: German carol, 14th cent.; arr. Robert L. Pearsall, 1795-1856 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773.  Public Domain 

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 

Christmas Day 

Worship Service with Holy Communion 



* Prayer of the Day 

All-powerful and unseen God, 

the coming of your light into our world  

has brightened weary hearts with peace.   

Call us out of darkness,  

and empower us to proclaim the birth of your Son,  

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 

 First Reading  Isaiah 61:10—62:3 

I will greatly rejoice in the LORD,  

 my whole being shall exult in my God;  

for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation,  

 he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,  

as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland,  

 and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 

For as the earth brings forth its shoots,  

 and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up,  

so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise  

 to spring up before all the nations. 

For Zion's sake I will not keep silent,  

 and for Jerusalem's sake I will not rest,  

until her vindication shines out like the dawn,  

 and her salvation like a burning torch. 

The nations shall see your vindication,  

 and all the kings your glory;  

and you shall be called by a new name  

 that the mouth of the LORD will give. 

You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD,  

 and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God 

 Second Reading  Galatians 4:4-7 

4 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, 

5 in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as children. 

6 And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba! Fa-

ther!" 7 So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God. 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God 

* Gospel Acclamation                      “Angels We Have Heard on High” ELW #289 Refrain Only 

Refrain 

Gloria in excelsis Deo; 

gloria in excelsis Deo. 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, 

Glory to you, O Lord 

* Gospel  Luke 2:21-40 

21 After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called Jesus, the name 

given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 22 When the time came for their purification 

according to the law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is 

written in the law of the Lord, "Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord"), 24 and 

they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, "a pair of turtledoves or two 

young pigeons." 25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was right-

eous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26 It 

had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's 



Messiah. 27 Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the 

child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, 28 Simeon took him in his arms and 

praised God, saying, 29 "Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your 

word; 30 for my eyes have seen your salvation, 31 which you have prepared in the presence of all  

peoples, 32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel." 33 And the child's 

father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. 34 Then Simeon blessed them and 

said to his mother Mary, "This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to 

be a sign that will be opposed 35 so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword 

will pierce your own soul too." 36 There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe 

of Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 

37 then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped there with fast-

ing and prayer night and day. 38 At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak 

about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 39 When they had finished 

everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 

40 The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him. 

The Gospel of the Lord, 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

                                                         “Angels We Have Heard on High” ELW #289 Refrain Only 

Refrain 

Gloria in excelsis Deo; 

gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 Text: French carol; tr. H. F. Hemy, The Crown of Jesus Music, 1864 

 Music: Music: French carol; arr. Edward S. Barnes, 1887-1958 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 

 Public Domain 

 Christmas Message                                    Pastor Tim 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

 Hymn                                               “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” ELW #272 vs. 1, 2 

Lo, how a rose e'er blooming 

from tender stem hath sprung! 

Of Jesse's lineage coming 

as seers of old have sung, 

it came, a flow'r so bright, 

amid the cold of winter, 

when half-spent was the night. 
 

Isaiah had foretold it, 

the rose I have in mind; 

with Mary we behold it, 

the virgin mother kind. 

To show God's love aright, 

she bore to us a Savior, 

when half-spent was the night. 

 Text: German carol, 15th cent.; tr. Theodore Baker, 1851-1934, sts. 1-2; 

 Harriet R. Krauth, 1845-1925, st. 3; John C. Mattes, 1876-1948, st. 4 

 Music: Alte catholische geistliche Kirchengesänge, Köln, 1599; arr. Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission under AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 

 Public Domain 

* Prayers of Intercession 

 Petition response      Leader: … Lord in your mercy,  

                                              hear our prayer.    

                       

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay 

close by me forever and love me, I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in your tender care 

and fit us for heaven, to live with you there. 

 

   ELW#277 vs. 3 Away in the Manger 
 Text: North American, 19th cent. 

 Music: William J. Kirkpatrick, 18385-1921; arr. David Willcocks, B. 1919 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission under AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 

 Public Domain 



* Sharing the Peace 

The peace of the Lord be with you.   

And also with you. 

 Offering  [An invitation to support ongoing ministries of St. Stephen’s] 

                                                              “In the Bleak Midwinter” ELW #294 vs. 3 

What can I give him, 

poor as I am? 

If I were a shepherd 

I would bring a lamb; 

if I were a wise man 

I would do my part; 

yet what I can I give him— 

give my heart. 

 Text: Christina Georgina Rossetti, 1830-1894 

 Music: Gustav Holst, 1874-1934 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 

 Public Domain 

 Offertory Prayer 

Gracious God, 

your Word-made-flesh brings harmony to the earth. 

As we offer ourselves and these your gifts, 

prepare us to receive the grace and truth  

you offer at this table 

and renew in us the song of your salvation, 

In Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 

* Words of Institution 

* Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

   on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

   who trespass against us; 

 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

  forever and ever.   Amen. 

* Invitation to Communion 

In Christ’s manger, at Christ’s table, 

come, see what God makes known for you. 

 

Please be seated. 

If you would like and are able to kneel, 

kneelers are available. 

 Communion is Received               

  The body of Christ, given for you 

  The blood of Christ, shed for you.   Amen. 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

strengthens you and keeps you in his grace 

today, tomorrow and forever.  Amen. 



* Prayer after Communion 

We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus, 

God with us, in these gifts of bread and wine. 

As we have shared this feast of love, 

strengthen us to share your love with all the world. 

In Jesus’ name we pray. 

Amen. 

WE GO INTO THE WORLD 

* Blessing 

The God of hope 

fill us with all joy and peace in believing, 

so that we may abound in hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

through Christ Jesus, the Word made flesh. 

Amen. 

* Hymn                                                         “Joy to the World” ELW #267 vs. 1, 2 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

Let earth receive her king; 

let ev'ry heart prepare him room 

and heav'n and nature sing, 

and heav'n and nature sing, 

and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 

 

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 

Let all their songs employ, 

while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 

repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

 Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748 

 Music: English melody, 18th cent.; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792-1872 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

  AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 

 Public Domain 

* Dismissal 

Go in peace.  Rejoice in Christ our Savior. 

Thanks be to God. 

* Postlude                                        Celebration on “Joy to the World” Bryon Dockter 

Please depart in the awe 

that the birth of the Christ Child brings. 



Jesus said …   

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer.” 
 

Please include the following people in your prayers this week:  

Philip Dahl, Bryon Dockter, Bev Kirk, Merwin Perkins, Barb Ihle, Bev Evans, 

Rich Rabanus, Joan Regan, Betsy Anderson, Roger Quick, LaMoyne Wencel, 

Laura Walsh (Snider), Oliver Gibson (Gibson), Richard Morton (Snider), 

Lynn Schneider (Brunkow), Anne (Frid), Henry Gruber (Perkins). 
 

Each week different families will be included in special prayers.  

Please hold in your prayers:   

Steve and Robyn Huspek, Dan and Alice Mikel, 

Dean and Shirley Eisfelder, Chris and Jolene Sather, 

Kim and Joseph Scanlan 
 

Each week different missions that St. Stephen’s support through our  

Sunday offerings. This week we offer prayers for  
 

The Saint Paul Area Synod 

The Saint Paul Area Synod is made up of congregations, 

mission starts and institutions committed to growing in faith 

and trust in Jesus Christ. Living out of our identity as Lutheran, 

we recognize we are grasped by grace and are free to devote 

our energy to being church in a way that is rooted in tradition 

and open to experimentation. 
 

We also offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ  

in the villages of Iwonde and Ihimbo, Tanzania. 
 

We pray for residents and staff of group homes and care facilities,  

and all healthcare workers. 
 

We pray also for those away from home serving in the military:  

Tim Anderson, Ben Appenzeller, Nick Appenzeller, Jeremy Eittreim,  

Matthew Eittreim, Zachary Ericson, Sam Gieser, Troy Hoban, Tricia Howe,  

Adam Kenny, Nick Lane, Peter D. J. McKenzie, Donald McKenzie,  

Christopher Meyers, Gene Morton, Sam Paton, Andrew Reed,  

Lindsey Willwerscheid. (Please help us keep our military member  

listing up to date. Thank you.) 

 

St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that  

this list is placed inside everyone’s Bible or devotional material.  All prayer requests will  

be listed for three weeks.  Please contact the church office if additional time is needed. 



Senior Pastor John Snider | Associate Pastor of Discipleship Tim Thompson   
 

1575 Charlton Street    West St. Paul, MN 55118     

Office: (651) 457-6541     www.ststephenswsp.org 
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