St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
Worship Service with Communion
Friday, December 24, 2021  3:30 p.m.

Welcome to the Nativity of our Lord and the Festival of Christmas ...
As we’ve passed through the season of Advent and reflected, lamented and prepared for the
coming of Christ, on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day we celebrate! For unto us a child is
born. Unto us a Son is given. God’s word has become flesh. God’s promise of a Messiah is
fulfilled. Salvation unto us has indeed come. The appointed Psalms for these days are Psalm 96
and Psalm 98 … both beginning with “O sing to the Lord a new song … “ and goes on “… sing to
the Lord, all the earth” and “… for he has done marvelous things”. So, these days and throughout the season of Christmas we sing, we celebrate, and we praise God, we tell of his salvation
throughout all the ends of the earth …
For Christ is come.
In Christ, the Word of God is made flesh.
Christ is our Salvation.
Within our worship here at St Stephen's during this season, we have selected music and text that
many of us have sung and heard for years. And yet, it’s new and fresh every time we hear it, just
as it is for those hearing it for the first time. In this year of 2021, we are able to celebrate the
Birth of Christ on three consecutive days, Christmas Eve on December 24, Christmas Day on
December 25, and the First Sunday of Christmas on December 26. This unique opportunity
allows us to take a closer look at the second chapter of Luke. On Christmas Eve we will hear
about the birth of Jesus and the Angels and the Shepherds in Luke 2:1-20. On Christmas Day we
will hear Luke 2:21-40 where Jesus is presented at the temple and the Song of Simeon. And, on
the First Sunday of Christmas we will hear about the return to Nazareth and the boy Jesus in the
temple in Luke 2:41-52. Please join Pastor John and Pastor Tim in person or on-line for this
series on Luke Two. As we sing these carols and songs, and hear the message the Gospel of
Luke shares with us in the Second Chapter, let us raise our voices anew, proclaim the good news,
the glad tidings of great joy …
A Savior is born, Jesus Christ the one who has come and is here,
has come again this eve and this day. AMEN!!
Bryon Dockter, Director of Worship

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
Christmas Eve
Worship Service with Holy Communion

Prelude
Welcome
* Singing Bowl
Silence is kept for reflection.

* Opening Hymn

“O Come, All Ye Faithful”
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant!
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
come and behold him, born the king of angels:

#283 vs. 1, 3

Refrain
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!
Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God in the highest: Refrain
Text: attr. John Francis Wade, 1711-1786; tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802-1880,
sts. 1, 3-4; tr. unknown, st. 2 Music: attr. John Francis Wade
All rights reserved. Used by permission. AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773
Public Domain

* Greeting
For Unto Us a Child is Born. Unto Us a Son is Given.
The Word has become Flesh. Salvation Unto Us has Come.
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit is with you all.
And also with you.
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke,
Glory to you, O Lord

* Gospel

Luke 2:1-20

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered.
This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 All went to
their own towns to be registered. 4 Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to
the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David.
5 He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child.
6 While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she gave birth to her
firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no
place for them in the inn. 8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch
over their flock by night. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see—
I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11 to you is born this day in the city of
David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you will find a child
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 14 "Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on
earth peace among those whom he favors!" 15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven,
the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken
place, which the Lord has made known to us." 16 So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph,
and the child lying in the manger. 17 When they saw this, they made known what had been told them
about this child; 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary
treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.
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The Gospel of the Lord,
Praise to you, O Christ.

Christmas Program
Welcome

Program introduction and instructions.
Those participating—when you open your bag you can put your “costume” on right away and be ready to come forward for your
part. Watch and listen to Tracy—she is the Narrator. Have fun enjoying the Christmas Story in a “No Stress, No Mess Way”!
Narrator:
Welcome everyone to Bethlehem!
Let us open our eyes and ears and listen to the story of when Christ was born.

Part I: Mary and Joseph
#1 ON YOUR BAG: Mary and Joseph are invited to the front of the Sanctuary.
As Mary and Joseph come forward, the congregation will sing “Away in a Manger”.
Away in a Manger
Away in a manger, no crib for his bed,
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head;
the stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.
The cattle are lowing; the baby awakes,
but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes.
I love you, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky
and stay by my cradle till morning is nigh.

ELW #277 vs. 1, 2
Text: North American, 19th cent.
Music: James R. Murray, 1841-1905
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. Public Domain

Narrator:
Mary and Joseph, a pitiful sight.
So tired and dirty, they gave me a fright.
Sickly or dying? What was the matter?
“A room in the inn?” Impossible chatter!
“My rooms are all taken; not one empty bed.
There’ll not be a room in all Bethlehem,” I said.
But their eyes told a story of hunger and need.
I couldn't avoid them, so I tried a good deed.
I cleaned up the stable: Rachel cooked up a meal.
We helped all we could, at least, that’s how I feel.
For we noticed that Mary was expecting – and soon!
So we prepared for delivery right under the moon.
The child came so quickly. His face seemed a light.
As if God had shone God’s presence so bright.
Joseph said softly. “It’s Jesus, my friend.”
God sent him among us to bring to an end
fear and hatred, darkness and sin.
Instead God gave light, to let God’s love in.

Part II: The Animals
#2 ON YOUR BAG: Animals (except the sheep) are invited to the front of the Sanctuary.
As the animals come forward, the congregation will sing “Jesus Our Brother, Kind and Good”.
Jesus Our Brother, Kind and Good
Jesus our brother, kind and good,
Was humbly born in a stable rude,
And the friendly beasts around him stood,
Jesus our brother, kind and good.
“I,” said the donkey, shaggy and brown,
“I carried his mother uphill and down.
I carried his mother to Bethlehem town.
I,” said the donkey shaggy and brown.

Thus every beast by some good spell,
in the stable dark was glad to tell
of the gift he gave Emmanuel,
the gift he gave Emmanuel.
Singing Our Faith 2nd Edition 128 . Text: Traditional English carol
Tune: ORIENTIS PARTIBUS, 8998; Pierre de Corbiel, d.1222
Harm. By Margaret Mealy, b. 1922, © 1961,
General Convention of the Episcopal Church, USA
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773; ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

Narrator:
My animals were calm, quieter than normal.
They often were noisy, and never too formal.
They always were eating, or else they were sleeping.
The stable required continuous sweeping.
But on Christmas night, they were strangely in awe
at the sight of the babe and all that they saw.
It’s as if they were aware that God had just hushed them,
Had fed and watered and carefully brushed them.
They knew, I believe, that God had been able
to work a miracle there in that stable.

Part III: Angels
#3 ON YOUR BAG: The Angels are invited to the front of the Sanctuary.
As the angels come forward, the congregation will sing “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing.”
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
Hark! The herald angels sing,
"Glory to the newborn king;
peace on earth, and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled."
Joyful, all you nations, rise;
join the triumph of the skies;
with angelic hosts proclaim,
"Christ is born in Bethlehem!"
Refrain
Hark! The herald angels sing,
"Glory to the newborn king!"
Christ, by highest heav'n adored,
Christ, the everlasting Lord,
late in time behold him come,
offspring of a virgin's womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see!
Hail, incarnate deity!
Pleased as man with us to dwell,
Jesus, our Emmanuel! Refrain

ELW #270 vs, 1, 2
Text: Charles Wesley,

1707-1788, alt.
Music: Felix Mendelssohn, 1809-1847; arr. William H. Cummings, 1831-1915
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773
Public Domain

Narrator:
We don’t often see angels in flight.
But on the first Christmas,
they lit up the night.
They appeared to the shepherds and, boy, were they scared!
“Angels!” cried one.
“Will any lives be spared?”
“Are they here to destroy us?
Is our time on earth up?

Have we seen our last day?
Have we drunk our last cup?”
But “Peace on earth;
goodwill to all”
was the angels’ sweet song;
that was their call.
With a light show that dazzled
all who did see,
the angels hallelujah’ed
and sang out with glee.
“To Bethlehem, shepherds!”
the angels directed.
“To see Jesus the Christ,
whom God has perfected.”
“Go worship the Lord
and follow his ways.
And you’ll find Christmas joy
for all of your days.”

Part IV: Shepherds
#4 ON YOUR BAG: Shepherds and Sheep are invited to the front of the Sanctuary.
The congregation will sing “Go Tell It on the Mountain”.
Go Tell It on the Mountain
Refrain
Go tell it on the mountain,
over the hills and ev'rywhere;
go tell it on the mountain
that Jesus Christ is born!
While shepherds kept their watching
o'er silent flocks by night,
behold, throughout the heavens
there shone a holy light. Refrain
The shepherds feared and trembled
when, lo, above the earth
rang out the angel chorus
that hailed our Savior's birth. Refrain
Down in a lonely manger
the humble Christ was born;
and God sent us salvation
that blessed Christmas morn. Refrain

ELW #290
Text: African American

spiritual, refrain; John W. Work Jr., 1872-1925, stanzas, alt.
Music: African American spiritual
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773
Public Domain

Narrator:
The shepherds, I told you, where scared and stunned.
“Too much hard work or too much hot sun!”
That’s what they thought; that’s how they explained.
Perplexed and afraid, they loudly complained.
But the angels’ song calmed them, and then they believed.
They rejoiced when they knew and they were quite relieved.
They went to the stable and worshiped the Lord.
Then they left and began to spread the good Word.

Part V: Star and Wise Persons

#5 ON YOUR BAG: The star will lead the Wise Persons around the Sanctuary
as the congregation sings “We Three Kings of Orient Are”.
You will end up at the front by the end of the song!
We Three Kings of Orient Are
We three kings of Orient are;
bearing gifts we traverse afar,
field and fountain, moor and mountain,
following yonder star.
Refrain
Oh, star of wonder, star of night,
star with royal beauty bright;
westward leading, still proceeding,
guide us to thy perfect light!
Glorious now behold him arise,
King and God and Sacrifice;
heav’n sings alleluia:
alleluia the earth replies. Refrain
WOV #646
Carols, Hymns and Songs, 1863.; John H. Hopkins, Jr., 1820-1891, alt.
Music: African American spiritual
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773
Public Domain

Narrator:
The star that shone brightly led Wise Persons at night
To Bethlehem’s stable, to the manger’s strange light.
They came bearing gifts, in worship and love,
praising God for God’s wonders from heaven above.
The Wise Men were kings and they knelt on my straw.
It was the oddest of things that ever I saw.
If kings bring him treasure,
then maybe you, too, can worship with pleasure
the person of Jesus, who came to us all.
So worthy of praise, for he brings us God’s call.”
“I am the way, the truth, and the life,
Come to God for healing from strife.
Come unto me, all you who labor,
And I’ll give you rest forever to savor.”

Part VI: Conclusion
Narrator:
T’was the very first Christmas and there in the manger,
The Christ-child was born; it couldn’t have been stranger.
Shepherds saw angels; Wise Men, a star.
They came to see Jesus; they came afar.
They knew he was special – God’s very own son,
He came to the earth to love everyone.
He grew up in time, the Savior, the Lord,
To be worshiped each day, to be loved and adored.
So now at Christmas we all take delight.
In the gift that God gave us that first Christmas night.
In the gifts we receive and the ones that we give,
Let us never forget, it’s in Christ that we live.
We now invite everyone to join with us as we close by singing Joy to the World.

“Joy to the World”

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her king;
let ev'ry heart prepare him room
and heav'n and nature sing,
and heav'n and nature sing,
and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing.
Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!
Let all their songs employ,
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

ELW #267 Joy to the World vs. 1, 2
Text: attr. John Francis Wade, 1711-1786; tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802-1880,
Music: English melody, 18th cent; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792-1872
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 Public Domain

Christmas Message

Pastor John

* Prayers of Intercession
Petition response
Leader: … Lord in your mercy,

hear our prayer.
Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay
close by me forever and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in your tender care
and fit us for heaven, to live with you there.
ELW#278 Away in a Manger vs. 3. Text: North American, 19th cent
Music: William J. Kirkpatrick, 18385-1921; arr. David Willcocks, b. 1919
All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773, ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364
CCLI #1664009 #20540802 Song 322031

* Sharing the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Offering [Invitation to support ongoing ministries of St. Stephen’s]
* Offertory Response
What can I give him,
poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd
I would bring a lamb;
if I were a wise man
I would do my part;
yet what I can I give him—
give my heart.

“In the Bleak Midwinter”

ELW #294 vs. 3

Text: Christina Georgina Rossetti, 1830-1894
Music: Gustav Holst, 1874-1934
All rights reserved. Used by Permission
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. Public Domain

Offertory Prayer
Gracious God,
your Word-made-flesh brings harmony to the earth.
As we offer ourselves and these your gifts,
prepare us to receive the grace and truth
you offer at this table
and renew in us the song of your salvation,
in Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.
Words of Institution

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
Invitation to Communion
In Christ’s manger, at Christ’s table,
come, see what God makes known for you.
Please be seated.
If you would like and are able to kneel,
kneelers are available.
Communion is Received
The body of Christ, given for you
The blood of Christ, shed for you.

Amen.

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
Strengthens you and keeps you in his grace. Amen.
Prayer after Communion
We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus,
God with us, in these gifts of bread and wine.
As we have shared this feast of love,
strengthen us to share your love with all the world.
In Jesus’ name we pray.
Amen.

WE GO INTO THE WORLD
Blessing
The God of hope
fill us with all joy and peace in believing,
so that we may abound in hope
by the power of the Holy Spirit,
through Christ Jesus, the Word made flesh.
Amen.
* Lighting of the Candles
(As you pass the light to your neighbor, please hold the lighted candle
straight and tip the unlit candle to the lighted one.)
* Candle Lighting Hymn

“Silent Night, Holy Night!”
Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright.
Round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy Infant, so tender and mild.
Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.
Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight;
glories stream from heaven afar,
heav’nly hosts sing Alleluia!
Christ, the Savior is born! Christ the Savior is born!
Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light,

#281

radiant beams from your holy face,
with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus Lord, at your birth, Jesus Lord at your birth.
Text: Joseph Mohr, 1792-1849; tr. John F. Young, 1820-1885
Music: Franz Gruber, 1787-1863 All rights reserved. Used by permission.
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 Public Domain

* Dismissal
Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior.
Thanks be to God.

Please depart in the awe
that the birth of the Christ Child brings.

Jesus said …

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer.”
Please include the following people in your prayers this week:
Philip Dahl, Bryon Dockter, Bev Kirk, Merwin Perkins, Barb Ihle, Bev Evans,
Rich Rabanus, Joan Regan, Betsy Anderson, Roger Quick, LaMoyne Wencel,
Laura Walsh (Snider), Oliver Gibson (Gibson), Richard Morton (Snider),
Lynn Schneider (Brunkow), Anne (Frid), Henry Gruber (Perkins).
Each week different families will be included in special prayers.
Please hold in your prayers:
Steve and Robyn Huspek, Dan and Alice Mikel,
Dean and Shirley Eisfelder, Chris and Jolene Sather,
Kim and Joseph Scanlan
Each week different missions that St. Stephen’s support through our
Sunday offerings. This week we offer prayers for
The Saint Paul Area Synod
The Saint Paul Area Synod is made up of congregations,
mission starts and institutions committed to growing in faith
and trust in Jesus Christ. Living out of our identity as Lutheran,
we recognize we are grasped by grace and are free to devote
our energy to being church in a way that is rooted in tradition
and open to experimentation.
We also offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ
in the villages of Iwonde and Ihimbo, Tanzania.
We pray for residents and staff of group homes and care facilities,
and all healthcare workers.
We pray also for those away from home serving in the military:
Tim Anderson, Ben Appenzeller, Nick Appenzeller, Jeremy Eittreim,
Matthew Eittreim, Zachary Ericson, Sam Gieser, Troy Hoban, Tricia Howe,
Adam Kenny, Nick Lane, Peter D. J. McKenzie, Donald McKenzie,
Christopher Meyers, Gene Morton, Sam Paton, Andrew Reed,
Lindsey Willwerscheid. (Please help us keep our military member
listing up to date. Thank you.)
St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that
this list is placed inside everyone’s Bible or devotional material. All prayer requests will
be listed for three weeks. Please contact the church office if additional time is needed.
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