
St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 
Worship Service with Holy Communion 

Thursday, December 24, 2020  3:00 p.m. 



WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP 

 Call to Worship                                               “Wonderful” Stephen Abraham 

 CCLI Song # 7166454 

 Stephen Abraham © 2020 Abraham, Stephen 

 For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. 

 All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

 Used by permission under  CCLI #1664009  #20540805 

 Welcome 

 Singing Bowl 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

* Processional Hymn                         “O Come, All Ye Faithful” ELW #283 vs. 1, 3 

O come, all ye faithful, 

joyful and triumphant! 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 

Christmas Eve 

Worship Service with Holy Communion 

Welcome to the Nativity of our Lord and the Festival of Christmas ...  

As we’ve passed through the season of Advent and reflected, lamented and prepared for 

the coming of Christ, on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day we celebrate!  For unto us a 

child is born.  Unto us a Son is given.  God’s word has become flesh.  God’s promise of a 

Messiah is fulfilled.  Salvation unto us has indeed come.  The appointed Psalms for these 

days are Psalm 96 and Psalm 98 … both beginning with “O sing to the Lord a new song 

… “ and goes on “… sing to the Lord, all the earth” and “… for he has done marvelous 

things”.   So, these days and throughout the season of Christmas we sing, we celebrate, 

and we praise God, we tell of his salvation throughout all the ends of the earth …  

 

For Christ is come. 

In Christ, the Word of God is made flesh.   

Christ is our Salvation.   
 

Within our worship here at St Stephen's during this season, we have selected music and 

text that many of us have sung and heard for years. And yet, it’s new and fresh every  

time we hear it, just as it is for those hearing it for the first time.  As we sing these 

carols and songs, and hear the message of the Angels and the Shepherds, let us raise 

our voices anew, proclaim the good news, the glad tidings of great joy …  

 

A Savior is born, Jesus Christ the one who has come and is here,  

has come again this eve and this day.  AMEN!! 
 

Bryon Dockter, Director of Worship 

https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
http://www.ccli.com/


come and behold him, 

born the king of angels: 
 

Refrain 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, 

Christ the Lord! 
 

Sing, choirs of angels, 

sing in exultation, 

sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 

Glory to God 

in the highest:  Refrain 

 Text: attr. John Francis Wade, 1711-1786;  

 tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802-1880, sts. 1, 3-4; tr. unknown, st. 2 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission under AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 

 Public Domain 

WE GIVE OUR PRAISE  

* Greeting   

For Unto Us a Child is Born.  Unto Us a Son is Given. 

The Word has become Flesh.  Salvation Unto Us has Come. 

The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God,                                                         

and the communion of the Holy Spirit is with you all. 

And also with you.    

 

* Carol Medley 

                                                         “All My Heart This Night Rejoices” ELW #273 vs. 1 

All my heart this night rejoices 

As I hear 

Far and near 

Sweetest angel voices 

Christ is born their choirs are singing 

Till the air 

Everywhere 

Now with joy is ringing 

 

 CCLI Song # 4400392 

 Catherine Winkworth | Paul Gerhardt | Word & Music 

 © Word & Music - The Jubilate Group (Admin. by Jubilate Hymns Ltd, sub to Hope Publishing for various regions) 

 (Admin. by Hope Publishing Company) 

 For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

 CCLI License # 1664009  #20540802 

                                                                  “On Christmas Night” ELW #274 vs. 1 

On Christmas night all Christians sing 

to hear the news the angels bring. 

On Christmas night all Christians sing 

to hear the news the angels bring: 

news of great joy, news of great mirth, 

news of our merciful king's birth. 

 Text: Luke Wadding, d. 1686, alt. 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 

 ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364; CCLI #1664009, #20540802 

 

                                                          “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” ELW #270 vs. 1, 3 

Hark! The herald angels sing, 

"Glory to the newborn king; 

peace on earth, and mercy mild, 

God and sinners reconciled." 

Joyful, all you nations, rise; 

join the triumph of the skies; 



with angelic hosts proclaim, 

"Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 
 

Refrain 

Hark! The herald angels sing, 

"Glory to the newborn king!" 
 

Hail the heav'n-born Prince of peace! 

Hail the Sun of righteousness! 

Light and life to all he brings, 

ris'n with healing in his wings. 

Mild he lays his glory by, 

born that we no more may die, 

born to raise each child of earth, 

born to give us second birth.  Refrain 

 Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt. 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 

 Public Domain 

* Children’s Message  Tracy Westman 

                                                                  “Away in the Manger” ELW #278 vs. 1 

Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, 

the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head; 

the stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 

the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

 Text: North American, 19th cent. 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 

 Public Domain 

* Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, 

you made this holy night shine 

with the brightness of the true Light.  

Grant that here on earth  

we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence 

and in the last day  

wake to the brightness of his glory;  

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 

 First Reading  Isaiah 9:2-7 

2 "The people who walked in darkness  

 have seen a great light;  

those who lived in a land of deep darkness—  

 on them light has shined.  

3 You have multiplied the nation, 

 you have increased its joy;  

they rejoice before you  

 as with joy at the harvest,  

 as people exult when dividing plunder.  

4 For the yoke of their burden,  

 and the bar across their shoulders,  

 the rod of their oppressor,  

 you have broken as on the day of Midian.  

5 For all the boots of the tramping warriors  

 and all the garments rolled in blood  

 shall be burned as fuel for the fire.  

6 For a child has been born for us,  



 a son given to us;  

authority rests upon his shoulders;  

 and he is named  

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,  

 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  

7 His authority shall grow continually,  

 and there shall be endless peace  

for the throne of David and his kingdom.  

 He will establish and uphold it  

with justice and with righteousness  

 from this time onward and forevermore.  

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God 

 Psalm  Psalm 96 

1 O sing to the LORD a new song;  

 sing to the LORD, all the earth.  

2 Sing to the LORD, bless his name;  

 tell of his salvation from day to day.  

3 Declare his glory among the nations,  

 his marvelous works among all the peoples.  

4 For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised;  

 he is to be revered above all gods.  

5 For all the gods of the peoples are idols,  

 but the LORD made the heavens.  

6 Honor and majesty are before him;  

 strength and beauty are in his sanctuary.  

7 Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the peoples,  

 ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.  

8 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name;  

 bring an offering, and come into his courts.  

9 Worship the LORD in holy splendor;  

 tremble before him, all the earth.  

10 Say among the nations, "The LORD is king!  

 The world is firmly established; it shall never be moved.  

 He will judge the peoples with equity."  

11 Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice;  

 let the sea roar, and all that fills it;  

 12 let the field exult, and everything in it.  

Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy  

 13 before the LORD; for he is coming,  

 for he is coming to judge the earth.  

He will judge the world with righteousness,  

 and the peoples with his truth. 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God 

  Gospel Acclamation                       “Angels We Have Heard on High” ELW #289 vs. 1 

Angels we have heard on high, 

sweetly singing o'er the plains, 

and the mountains in reply, 

echoing their joyous strains. 
 

Refrain 

Gloria in excelsis Deo; 

gloria in excelsis Deo. 

                                                        The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, 

                     Glory to you, O Lord 



* Gospel  Luke 2:1-20 

1 In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 

2 This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 All went to 

their own towns to be registered. 4 Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 

the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 

5 He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 

6 While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she gave birth to her 

firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no 

place for them in the inn. 8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch 

over their flock by night. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord 

shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see—

I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11 to you is born this day in the city of 

David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 

wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multi-

tude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 14 "Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on 

earth peace among those whom he favors!" 15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, 

the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken 

place, which the Lord has made known to us." 16 So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, 

and the child lying in the manger. 17 When they saw this, they made known what had been told them 

about this child; 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary 

treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and 

praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

                                                     The Gospel of the Lord, 

            Praise to you, O Christ. 

                                                         “Angels We Have Heard on High” ELW #289 vs. 3 

Come to Bethlehem and see  

him whose birth the angels sing; 

come, adore on bended knee 

Christ the Lord, the newborn king. 
 

Refrain 

Gloria in excelsis Deo; 

gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 Text: French carol; tr. H. F. Hemy, The Crown of Jesus Music, 1864 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 

 Public Domain 

 Christmas Message                                    Pastor Tim 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

 Hymn                                                  “O Little Town of Bethlehem” ELW #279 vs. 1, 2, 4 

O little town of Bethlehem, 

how still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 

the silent stars go by; 

yet in thy dark streets shineth 

the everlasting light. 

The hopes and fears of all the years 

are met in thee tonight. 
 

For Christ is born of Mary, 

and, gathered all above 

while mortals sleep, the angels keep 

their watch of wond'ring love. 

O morning stars, together 

proclaim the holy birth, 

and praises sing to God the king, 

and peace to all the earth! 
 

O holy child of Bethlehem, 

descend to us, we pray; 



cast out our sin, and enter in, 

be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels 

the great glad tidings tell; 

oh, come to us, abide with us, 

our Lord Immanuel! 

 Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835-1893 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 

 Public Domain 

* Prayers of Intercession 

 Petition response      Leader: … Lord, in your mercy, 
 

                                                                   “Away in the Manger” ELW #278 vs. 3 

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay 

close by me forever and love me, I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in your tender care 

and fit us for heaven, to live with you there. 

 Text: North American, 19th cent. 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 

 Public Domain 

* Sharing the Peace 

The peace of the Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

We invite you to share the peace with those with you 

and with us with “thumbs up” or comments on our Facebook page. 

Text someone you care about. 

 Offering  [Invitation to support ongoing ministries of St. Stephen’s] 

                                                                 “In the Bleak Midwinter” ELW #294 vs. 3 

What can I give him, 

poor as I am? 

If I were a shepherd 

I would bring a lamb; 

if I were a wise man 

I would do my part; 

yet what I can I give him— 

give my heart. 

 Text: Christina Georgina Rossetti, 1830-1894 
 All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 

 Public Domain 

* Words of Institution 

* Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

   on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

   who trespass against us; 

 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

  forever and ever.   Amen. 

* Invitation to Communion 

The Word is revealed in a manger, in simple bread and wine. 

Come meet Christ in this meal. 

 Communion is Received              ELW Page 112 

  The body of Christ, given for you 

  The blood of Christ, shed for you.   

         Amen. 



                                                            “In a Lowly Manger Born” ELW #718 

In a lowly manger born, 

humble life begun in scorn; 

under Joseph's watchful eye, 

Jesus grew as you and I; 

knew the suff'rings of the weak, 

knew the patience of the meek, 

hungered as but poor folk can; 

this is he. Behold the man! 
 

Visiting the lone and lost, 

steadying the tempest-tossed, 

giving of himself in love, 

calling minds to things above. 

Sinners gladly hear his call; 

publicans before him fall, 

for in him new life began; 

this is he. Behold the man! 
 

Then, to rescue you and me, 

Jesus died upon the tree. 

See in him God's love revealed; 

by his passion we are healed. 

Now he lives in glory bright, 

lives again in pow'r and might; 

come and take the path he trod, 

son of Mary, Son of God. 
 

 Text: Kō Yūki, 1896-1985; tr. composite 

 Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.  

 All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 

 ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

Strengthens you and keeps you in his grace 

Today, tomorrow and forever.  Amen. 

* Prayer after Communion 

We give you thanks, gracious God, 

that you have once again fed us from your very self 

with the body and blood of Christ. 

Through this mystery, send us forth 

to proclaim your promise to a world in need, 

through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 

WE GO INTO THE WORLD 

* Blessing 

Almighty God, 

who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary, 

proclaimed joy through the angels, 

sent the shepherds with good news, 

and led the magi by a star, 

bless you this day ☩ through the Word made flesh. 

Amen. 

* Dismissal 

Go in peace.  Share the gift of Jesus. 

Thanks be to God. 



◙ 

 Candlelight Hymn                                “Silent Night, Holy Night” ELW #281 

Silent night, holy night! 

All is calm, all is bright 

round yon virgin mother and child. 

Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

sleep in heavenly peace, 

sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

Silent night, holy night! 

Shepherds quake at the sight; 

glories stream from heaven afar, 

heav'nly hosts sing, alleluia! 

Christ, the Savior, is born! 

Christ, the Savior, is born! 
 

Silent night, holy night! 

Son of God, love's pure light 

radiant beams from your holy face, 

with the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at your birth, 

Jesus, Lord, at your birth. 

 Text: Joseph Mohr, 1792-1849; tr. John F. Young, 1820-1885 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

  AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 

 Public Domain 

* Postlude                                          Lullaby on “Silent Night” Ben D. 



Jesus said …   

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer.” 
 

Please include the following people in your prayers this week: Dorrie, Steve, Sara, Delores, Marge, Merwin,  

Loren, Jerry, Hedy, Diane, Sarah, Ed, Laura, Lois, Blaine, Frances, Nicole, Dolores, Dan. 
 

Each week different families will be included in special prayers. Please hold in your prayers:   

John, Jadyn, Lucy and Nora, Merrill, Cheryl, Barbara, Evelyn. 
 

Each week different missions that St. Stephen’s supports through our Sunday offerings are included in our 

prayers.  This week we offer prayers for Neighbors Inc.  Neighbors is a non-profit social-service agency locat-

ed in South St. Paul, providing emergency assistance and supportive assistance programs to low-income com-

munity members in the northern Dakota County communities of Inver Grove Heights, South St. Paul, West St. 

Paul, Mendota Heights, Mendota, Sunfish Lake and Lilydale. 

 

We also offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ in the villages of Iwonde and Ihimbo, Tanzania. 

 

We pray for residents and staff of group homes and care facilities, and all healthcare workers. 
 

We pray also for those away from home serving in the military: Ben, Nick, Jeremy, Matthew, Zachary, Sam, 

Troy, Tricia, Adam, Nick, Peter D. J., Christopher, Gene, Sam, Andrew. (Please help us keep our military  

member listing up to date.  Thank you.) 

 

St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that this list is placed  

inside everyone’s Bible or devotional material.  All prayer requests will be listed for three weeks.  Please  

contact the church office if additional time is needed. 

Today’s Altar Flowers 
In Honor of our 73rd Wedding Anniversary 

on December 27th 
 

Given by: Harlan and Joyce Rosvold 

Leaders in Today’s Service 
 

Presiding Pastor ................................................................................ The Rev. Dr. John Snider 

Preaching Pastor ...................................................................... The Rev. Tim Thompson Ph.D 

Director of Worship ........................................................................................... Bryon Dockter 

Christian Music Director ................................................................................................ Ben D. 

Vocalists .......................................................................................... Deborah Ellis, Philip Dahl 

Worship Assistant ................................................................................................. Debbie Pirkl 

Children’s Sermon ........................................................................................... Tracy Westman 

Lectors ...................................................................................... Janice Culver, Tracy Westman 

Audio Visual Ministry ........................................  Norm Goetzke, Keith Gregory, Jan Perkins 

Prayer Chain ...................................... Rachel Circle, Mary Circle, Kathy Ericson, Abby Vavra 

Altar Guild .................................................................................................................... Lori Ritt 

Outdoor Street Sign .......................................................................................... Jerry Thoreson 
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