Always Connected to God, Each Other and the World

CHRISTMAS

Eve—December 24

We welcome the light of the Christ child in this traditional candlelight Worship Service pre-recorded
airing at 3PM on St Stephen’s Facebook page. Service to include your favorite Christmas carols like
“O Come, All Ye Faithful”, “Hark the Herald Angels Sing”, “Away in the Manger” and “Silent Night,
Holy Night”. Prepare your hearts for Christmas day as we celebrate the Incarnate Word, God
becoming flesh to live among us in the person of Jesus Christ then and now.
3-5pm “Come to the Manger” hear the word—
We invite you to gather and celebrate as the community of Christ, following the COVID-19 protocols
of masks and social distancing, at the St Stephen’s manger in the Charlton parking Lot. We will be
reading the Luke Christmas story on the half hours: 3:30pm, 4:00pm and 4:30pm. This is an excellent
time to bring your Advent Christmas box of food and leave at the Manger.
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2 This was the first
registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to be registered.
4 Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he
was descended from the house and family of David. 5 He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged
and who was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she gave birth
to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them
in the inn. 8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 Then an
angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the
angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11 to you is
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you will find a
child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host, praising God and saying, 14 "Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those
whom he favors!" Luke 2:1-14
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CHRISTMAS

Day—December 25

O come, let us adore him! The Christmas morning Worship Service will be pre-recorded airing at 8AM
on St Stephen’s Facebook page. We hope you include this as part of your Christmas Day
celebrations! God’s peace and blessings to all—share the Good News!

ELCA GOOD GIFTS
REVERSE ADVENT CALENDAR
What’s an Advent calendar? It’s a special calendar that is used to
count down the days of Advent in anticipation of Christmas. Usually
each day a flap is opened on the calendar to reveal a gift or prize.
A reverse Advent calendar is simply the opposite.
Each day you gather an item to be given away.
Please join our Faith Formation students using a reverse Advent
calendar to celebrate the anticipation of Christ’s birth by preparing
a box of food items to be donated to the Neighbor’s Inc. Food Shelf.
Collection will be Christmas Eve—drop off point: St. Stephen’s Manger. Here’s how to do it, find an empty box then each day in
December add an item to your box. Here’s a suggested item list:
December 1—Box of cereal
December 2—Peanut butter
December 3—Stuffing mix
December 4—Boxed potatoes
December 5—Mac & Cheese
December 6—Canned fruit
December 7—Canned tomatoes
December 8—Canned tuna
December 9—Dessert mix
December 10—Applesauce
December 11—Can of veggies
December 12—Pancake Mix

December 13—Canned beans
December 14—Box of crackers
December 15—Package of rice
December 16—Oatmeal
December 17—Pasta
December 18—Spaghetti sauce
December 19—Chicken soup
December 20—Tomato soup
December 21—Canned stew
December 22—Canned chicken
December 23—Granola bars
December 24—Canned fruit

This year has been like no other.
We mourn the extensive loss of life
caused by the COVID-19 pandemic and view with concern the growing rate at which Americans and
our neighbors all around the world
are experiencing hunger and poverty. The needs can seem overwhelming, but the ELCA Good Gifts
catalog makes it easy to have a
real impact. These gifts provide a
meaningful alternative to traditional gift-giving, sharing the love of
Christ one goat, water well or
school uniform at a time.
If you would like to participate and
purchase a gift through this program you can find ordering instructions and options on the ELCA website at this address https://
goodgifts.elca.org/. Or call the
church office and we can send
you a copy of the catalog.

On Christmas Eve—bring your completed box to St Stephen’s and
leave at the manger in the Charlton parking lot. We’ll get it to the
Neighbor’s Food Shelf for you. Bless your neighbors this Christmas
holiday! (Join us at 3:30, 4:00 or 4:30pm for a reading outside by the
manger of the Christmas story as written in Luke 2.)

Order your Christmas poinsettia plant now.

The plants will be used to decorate the Sanctuary
for the Christmas services which this year will be pre-recorded. Plants can be taken home Dec. 21-23. To order:

go online to https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0945ADA822AAFB6-christmas, download order form from
our website https://www.ststephenswsp.org/worshipservicebulletins.cfm or call the church office 651-457-6541.
Live links can be found in weekly broadcasted resource email.

The National Lutheran Choir Christmas Festival
The pandemic of 2020 has swept around the globe – a virus that knows no
geographic limits! We may feel like we need healing now more than ever,
but the world has always been in need of healing – in need of the peace
of Christ.
Don’t miss the National Lutheran choir’s signature Christmas Festival program of music, scripture, poetry and faith. Filmed in the glorious Basilica of
Saint Mary in Minneapolis, and drawing on five years of live-streamed programs plus multi-media videography, the program celebrates a global
nativity; Christ incarnate; being born in each of us, in every time and
place.
Nothing – not even our pandemic year – can separate us from God’s love
and the music that conveys the peace and joy of Christ’s birth!
Friday, December 11, 2020 – 8pm (CST) @ NLCA.com This online presentation is FREE for all. For a Virtual
Subscription to exclusive content ($10/month), visit NLCA.com
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PLEASE NOTE: Links included in the eUpdate are not active—watch for a separate email
that contains resources available and active links all in one handy document.

