
Always Connected to God, Each Other and the World 
Current Worship Opportunities during COVID-19 Pandemic 

SUNDAYS  9:30 AM Worship Options 

In person in Sanctuary – This option is no longer available per our Safety Committee.   

   We will revisit this possibility in January.  Thank you for your patience! 

Online Live streamed on St. Stephen’s Face Book 

From your car in either parking lot.  Broadcasted via 87.9 FM / Communion brought to car 
 

WEDNESDAYS  6:30 PM Online “The Well” St. Stephen’s Face Book 

WEEKDAYS Varying times Channel 16—Comcast (Sunday 9:30 am Service Recorded) 

Christmas IS happening at St Stephen’s this year just a bit differently due to COVID-19. 

CHRISTMAS Eve—December 24 
We welcome the light of the Christ child in a traditional candlelight Worship  

Service pre-recorded airing at 3PM on St Stephen’s Facebook page.  Service will 

include your favorite Christmas carols like “O Come, All Ye Faithful”, “Hark the  

Herald Angels Sing”, “Away in the Manger” and “Silent Night, Holy Night”.   

Prepare your hearts for Christmas day as we celebrate the Incarnate Word, God 

becoming flesh to live among us in the person of Jesus Christ then and now. 

3-5pm “Come to the Manger” hear the word— 

We invite you to gather and celebrate as the community of Christ, following 

the COVID-19 protocols of masks and social distancing, at the St Stephen’s 

manger in the Charlton parking Lot.  We will be reading the Luke Christmas 

story on the half hours: 3:30pm, 4:00pm and 4:30pm.  This is an excellent time to 

bring your Reverse Advent Christmas box of food and leave at the Manger. 

CHRISTMAS Day—December 25 
O come, let us adore him!  The Christmas morning Worship Service will be pre-recorded airing at 8AM on St 

Stephen’s Facebook page.    We hope you include this as part of your Christmas Day celebrations!   

God’s peace and blessings to all—share the Good News! 

PLEASE NOTE:  The Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services will NOT be broadcasted either day in our 

parking lots.  It will only be available on our Facebook page.  God’s blessings to all! 

REVERSE ADVENT CALENDAR 
How are you coming along with your Reverse Advent Calendar Food Shelf  

Collection Box? 
 

“Come to the Manger” Christmas Eve -  St Stephen’s Charlton Parking lot to hear the 

Christmas Story as written in Luke 2. Readings will be 3:30, 4:00 and 4:30.  This is a 

great time to drop off your collection box at the manger.  If you are unable to drop 

off during that time—we invite you to drop off inside the church anytime between 

now and Christmas (Monday through Thursday 9am-3pm).  The Church will be closed Christmas Day through 

January 1st.  Thank you for your generosity to our neighbors in need. 
 

Here’s the remainder of the calendar for this coming week:  
 

December 17—Pasta December 18—Spaghetti sauce December 19—Chicken soup 

December 20—Tomato soup December 21—Canned stew December 22—Canned chicken 

December 23—Granola bars December 24—Canned fruit 



 

Neighbor’s Inc. Food Shelf is in need of brown paper 

grocery bags— If you have any spares please bring to the 

Church.  We will get them to Neighbor’s for you.  Thanks to those  

of you that have already responded! 

PLEASE NOTE: Links included in the eUpdate are not active—watch for a separate email 

that contains resources available and active links all in one handy document. 
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No Hugs during COVID—however, you can reach out to our Community—specifically the kids at 

Garlough Environmental Magnet School down the block from the church—with a virtual hug by providing a 

new winter coat and other winter wear like snow pants, hats, mittens and scarves.  COVID-19 has impacted 

many families.  Some of these families were already struggling to make ends meet.  How can you help?  

Drop off new winter wear at the church between 9-3pm during the week, we will see that it is brought to 

Garlough for distribution.  During these times of COVID we ask that only newly purchased items be brought 

in.  The children attending Garlough are in grades K-4.  Thank you!  St Stephen’s Mission Committee.   

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Your faithfulness is inspiring.  As of 

12/17 we have received 77 inten-

tions which puts us at 67% of the 

way to our goal of 115 intentions.   
 

WOW!  Keep up the good work  

St. Stephen’s! 
 

Will you help release the $20,000 

special gift by submitting your  

Intention?  
 

If you have not done so, please  

remember to return your Intention 

for 2021.   

Faith Families - No Faith Formation Dec. 23 and Dec. 30 
We will return on Wednesday, January 6th 

See you then! 
 

There will be no Faith Formation on December 23rd and December 30th. 

Please enjoy celebrating the birth of our Savior Jesus and the beginning of the 

New Year! See you all on January 6th! 
 

If you have been participating in the “Reverse Advent” you will be able to bring your food gifts to the  

manger, at St. Stephen’s, on Christmas Eve (December 24th) between 3:00 and 5:00 PM.  There will be  

Christmas music playing and the Christmas story will be read at 3:30, 4:00 and 4:30. COME AND MEET JESUS  

AT THE MANGER! (Masks must be worn and social distancing observed) 

The National Lutheran Choir Christmas Festival 
The pandemic of 2020 has swept around the globe – a virus that knows no  

geographic limits! We may feel like we need healing now more than ever, but 

the world has always been in need of healing – in need of the peace of Christ.  
 

Don’t miss the National Lutheran choir’s signature Christmas Festival program of 

music, scripture, poetry and faith. Filmed in the glorious Basilica of Saint Mary in 

Minneapolis, and drawing on five years of live-streamed programs plus multi-

media videography, the program celebrates a global nativity; Christ incarnate; being born in each of us, in 

every time and place.   A link to the program can be found on the National Lutheran Choir’s website 

NLCA.com. 
 

Nothing – not even our pandemic year – can separate us from God’s love and the music that conveys the 

peace and joy of Christ’s birth!  

Contemplative Prayer and Study Continues via Zoom  

2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the Month 

December 23, January 13 and 27 

St. Stephen’s Zoom Room 7-8 pm 

Zoom Meeting ID: 380-950-620 Password: 55118 

 

Beginning in January “Centering Prayer 

and Inner Awakening” by Cynthia 

Bourgeault.  We are going back to the 

basics, introducing the practice of  

Contemplative Prayer.  Start 2021 with 

deepening your prayer life. 

Men’s Renewal Group Non-Breakfast Breakfast 
Every other Friday.  Our next gathering is January 8, 2021 

 

8-9am via Zoom  -  Meeting ID: 380-950-620 Password: 55118 


