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Welcome to the season of Advent ...
Advent is the first season of the new church year, and means
"coming" in Latin. We mark this time of expectant waiting and
preparation for both the celebration of the Nativity of Christ
(Christmas) and the anticipation of the return of Christ at the
Second Coming. Our worship focuses on four traditional themes in advent including
God's people (hope), the Old Testament prophets (peace), John the Baptist (love) and
Mary, the mother of Jesus (joy). You see the church is decorated and adorned in the
color of Royal Blue, a symbol of looking forward to welcoming the coming of The King.
We reflect. We lament. And, we prepare for Christ's coming. We still our hearts and
minds, and move from hope, to peace, love and finally joy, acknowledging and
celebrating that Christ has come, Christ is here among us, and Christ will come again.
Within our worship here at St. Stephen's during this season, we have selected music and
text that focus on the four themes of Advent. Our consistent use of the hymns: Awake!
Awake, and Greet the New Morn, As the Dark Awaits the Dawn, Come Now O Prince of
Peace, and O Come, O Come, Emmanuel calls out in a world of turmoil and harkens to
the knowledge that Christ has come, Christ is here, Christ WILL come again wrapped in
the traditional themes of hope, peace, love and joy of the Advent season. In our
prayers and in our song we call out "Come Lord Jesus, Quickly Come."
- Bryon Dockter, Director of Worship
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WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP
Prelude

Reflection on “My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness”

Bryon Dockter

Welcome
* Singing Bowl
Silence is kept for reflection.

WE GIVE OUR PRAISE
* Hymn
“My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness”
My soul proclaims your greatness, Lord;
I sing my Savior's praise!
You looked upon my lowliness,
and I am full of grace.
Now ev'ry land and ev'ry age
this blessing shall proclaim—
great wonders you have done for me,
and holy is your name.

ELW #251 vs. 1, 3

To Israel, your servant blest,
your help is ever sure;
the promise to our parents made
their children will secure.
Sing glory to the Holy One,
give honor to the Word,
and praise the Pow'r of the Most High,
one God, by all adored.
Text: With One Voice, 1995, based on the Magnificat
Text © 1995 Augsburg Fortress.
Music: English folk tune; arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Lighting of the Advent Wreath
We praise you, O God, for this wheel of time
that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s advent.
As we light the candles on this wreath,
open our eyes to see your presence
in the lowly ones of this earth.
Enlighten us with your grace,
that we may sing of your advent among us
in the Word made flesh.

Grant this through Christ our Lord,
whose coming is certain and whose day draws near.
Amen.
Light all four candles.
Kyrie
“Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn”
Awake! Awake, and greet the new morn,
for angels herald its dawning.
Sing out your joy, for soon he is born,
behold! the Child of our longing.
Come as a baby weak and poor,
to bring all hearts together,
he opens wide the heav'nly door
and lives now inside us forever.

ELW#242, vs. 1, 4

Rejoice, rejoice, take heart in the night,
though dark the winter and cheerless,
the rising sun shall crown you with light,
be strong and loving and fearless.
Love be our song and love our prayer
and love our endless story;
may God fill ev'ry day we share
and bring us at last into glory.
Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Text © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. Music: Marty Haugen
All rights reserved. Used by permission. AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773
ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

Prayer of the Day
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come.
With your abundant grace and might,
free us from the sin that binds us,
that we may receive you in joy
and serve you always,
for you live and reign with the Father
and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
First Reading
Micah 5:2-5a
2 " But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall come
forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. 3 Therefore
he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has brought forth; then the rest of his
kindred shall return to the people of Israel. 4 And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of
the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. And they shall live secure, for now he shall
be great to the ends of the earth; 5 and he shall be the one of peace.
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God
Second Reading
Hebrews 10:5-10
5 Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said,
"Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired,
but a body you have prepared for me;
6 in burnt offerings and sin offerings
you have taken no pleasure.
7 Then I said, 'See, God, I have come to do your will, O God'
(in the scroll of the book it is written of me)."
8 When he said above, "You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and
burnt offerings and sin offerings" (these are offered according to the law), 9 then he added, "See, I
have come to do your will." He abolishes the first in order to establish the second. 10 And it is by
God's will that we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God
* Gospel Acclamation

“Come Now, O Prince of Peace”

ELW#247 vs. 4
Sing twice

Come, Hope of unity, make us one body.
Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile all nations.
Text: Geon-yong Lee, b. 1947; tr. Marion Pope
Text © Geonyong Lee. Music: Geonyoung Lee, b. 1947
All rights reserved. Used by permission. AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773
ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke,
Glory to you, O Lord
* Gospel
Luke 1:39-55
39 In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, 40 where she
entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the
child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42 and exclaimed with a loud
cry, "Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43 And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? 44 For as soon as I heard the sound of your
greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 45 And blessed is she who believed that there would be
a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord."
And Mary said,
"My soul magnifies the Lord,
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
and holy is his name.
His mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation.
He has shown strength with his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,
and lifted up the lowly;
he has filled the hungry with good things,
and sent the rich away empty.
He has helped his servant Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy,
according to the promise he made to our ancestors,
to Abraham and to his descendants forever."
The Gospel of the Lord,
Praise to you, O Christ
Sermon
46

Pastor John

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD
Hymn
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”
O come, O King of nations, come,
O Cornerstone that binds in one:
refresh the hearts that long for you;
restore the broken, make us new. Refrain
Refrain
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to you, O Israel.
O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear. Refrain

ELW#257 vs. 7, 8

Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Köln, 1710; tr. composite
Text sts. 2, 6, 7 © 1997 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

* Prayers of Intercession
Petition response
Leader: … Lord in your mercy,

hear our prayer.
Wait for the Lord, whose day is near.
Wait for the Lord: be strong, take heart!
ELW#262 Wait for the Lord
Text: Taizé Community. Text © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc.,
agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

* Sharing the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Offering [Invitation to support ongoing ministries of St. Stephen’s]
Offertory Response
“As the Dark Awaits the Dawn”
As the blue expectant hour
before the silv'ring skies,
we long to see your day arise,
whole and wise, whole and wise,
Olucent Morning Star.

ELW #261 vs. 2, 4

Shine your future on this place,
enlighten ev'ry guest,
that through us stream your holiness,
bright and blest, bright and blest;
come dawn, O Sun of grace.
Text: Susan Palo Cherwien, b. 1953
Text © 1996 Susan Palo Cherwien, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
Music: Carl F. Schalk, b. 1929. All rights reserved. Used by Permission
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

Offertory Prayer
God of our waiting and watching,
we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives
to the service of all your people.
Prepare the way before us
as we meet you in this simple meal,
through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace.
Amen.

* Words of Institution
* Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
Invitation to Communion
Come to Christ’s banquet.
Feast on God’s gift of grace.
Please be seated.
If you would like and are able to kneel,
kneelers are available.

Communion is Received
The body of Christ, given for you
The blood of Christ, shed for you.

Amen.

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
Strengthens you and keeps you in his grace. Amen.
“The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came”
The angel Gabriel from heaven came,
with wings as drifted snow, with eyes as flame:
"All hail to thee, O lowly maiden Mary,
most highly favored lady." Gloria!

ELW#265 vs. 1, 3

Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head;
"To me be as it pleaseth God," she said.
"My soul shall laud and magnify God's holy name."
Most highly favored lady, Gloria!
Text: Basque carol; para. Sabine Baring-Gould, 1834-1924
Music: Basque carol. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. Public Domain

* Prayer after Communion
Most High God,
you have come among us at this table.
By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word,
sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all,
through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest.
Amen.

WE GO INTO THE WORLD
* Blessing
The God of hope
fill us with all joy and peace in believing,
so that we may abound in hope
by the power of the Holy Spirit,
through Christ Jesus for whom we wait.
Amen.
* Hymn

“All Earth Is Hopeful”

ELW #266 vs. 1, 3, 4

All earth is hopeful, the Savior comes at last!
Furrows lie open for God's creative task:
this, the labor of people who struggle to see
how God's truth and justice set ev'rybody free.
Mountains and valleys will have to be prepared;
new highways opened, new protocols declared.
Almost here! God is nearing, in beauty and grace!
All clear ev'ry gateway, in haste, come out in haste!
We first saw Jesus a baby in a crib.
This same Lord Jesus today has come to live
in our world; he is present, in neighbors we see
our Jesus is with us, and ever sets us free.
Text and Music: Alberto Taulé, b. 1932; tr. Madeleine Forell Marshall, b. 1946
Spanish text © 1993 and English text © 1995 Centro de Pastoral Liturgica,
admin. OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213.
All rights reserved. Used by permission. AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773
ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

* Dismissal
Go in peace. Christ is near.
Thanks be to God.
* Postlude

Celebration of “All Earth Is Hopeful”
◙

Bryon Dockter

Jesus said …

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer.”
Please include the following people in your prayers this week:
Philip Dahl, Bryon Dockter, Bev Kirk, Merwin Perkins, Barb Ihle, Bev Evans,
Rich Rabanus, Joan Regan, Betsy Anderson, Roger Quick, LaMoyne Wencel,
Laura Walsh (Snider), Oliver Gibson (Gibson),
Richard Morton (Snider), Lynn Schneider (Brunkow), Anne (Frid),
Nancy, Dennis and Family, Matt and Family (Theno),
Henry Gruber (Perkins).
Each week different families will be included in special prayers.
Please hold in your prayers:
Steve and Robyn Huspek, Dan and Alice Mikel,
Dean and Shirley Eisfelder, Chris and Jolene Sather,
Kim and Joseph Scanlan
Each week different missions that St. Stephen’s support through our
Sunday offerings. This week we offer prayers for
The Saint Paul Area Synod
The Saint Paul Area Synod is made up of congregations,
mission starts and institutions committed to growing in faith
and trust in Jesus Christ. Living out of our identity as Lutheran,
we recognize we are grasped by grace and are free to devote
our energy to being church in a way that is rooted in tradition
and open to experimentation.
We also offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ
in the villages of Iwonde and Ihimbo, Tanzania.
We pray for residents and staff of group homes and care facilities,
and all healthcare workers.
We pray also for those away from home serving in the military:
Tim Anderson, Ben Appenzeller, Nick Appenzeller, Jeremy Eittreim,
Matthew Eittreim, Zachary Ericson, Sam Gieser, Troy Hoban, Tricia Howe,
Adam Kenny, Nick Lane, Peter D. J. McKenzie, Donald McKenzie,
Christopher Meyers, Gene Morton, Sam Paton, Andrew Reed,
Lindsey Willwerscheid. (Please help us keep our military member
listing up to date. Thank you.)
St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that
this list is placed inside everyone’s Bible or devotional material. All prayer requests will
be listed for three weeks. Please contact the church office if additional time is needed.

We offer our deepest and most sincere condolences
to the family and friends of Diane Johnson.
A celebration of Diane’s life was held at St Stephen’s
on Friday, December 17.
In the midst of their sorrow may all find comfort in
God’s promise of life everlasting.
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