


Come now, O God of Love … O Prince of Peace … O Comforter Spirit …  

and reconcile your people.  

      

In this Season of Advent filled with anticipation, expectation, and hope we reflect, 

search and prepare for the celebration of the Nativity of Christ at Christmas, and 

Christ’s return. The season of Advent in the modern church sees the “coming of 

Christ” from three perspectives, the physical birth of Christ in Bethlehem [Christ has 

come]; the reception of Christ in the heart of the Believer [Christ is here]; and the 

apocalyptic second coming of Christ [Christ shall come again]. So, our salvation is 

nearer now than when we first believed. Romans 13:11 
 

In worship, we are called into song by the flute and piano with soaring melodies  

that grab our attention, while the bass and percussion marks our pace and rhythm 

on this journey. Our song leaders invite us in to commune with the God of Love, the 

Prince of Peace and the Comforter Spirit. The tone is quiet and peaceful. The song is 

reflective and pensive. The repetition is intentional and centering. We wait … and, 

we open ourselves to hear His voice, feel His touch and bask in His presence as we 

journey through this Advent on our way to the manger in Bethlehem. While we don’t 

always recognize it, the parallel between and the juxtaposition of Advent/Christmas 

as the journey to the Manger and Lent/Holy Week as the journey to the Cross speaks 

profoundly to us in scripture on Christ’s comings. At times it’s almost unfathomable 

to take in. 
 

We light the Advent wreath and pray Christ be our Light, shine in our hearts and 

break through the darkness. We humble ourselves, confront and confess our sins, and 

are absolved of our weaknesses and failures having plead and sung Lord, have mercy, 

Christ have mercy, Lord, have mercy. We hear, dwell over and learn of the holy words 

of our faith, [from the Books of Isaiah, the Psalms and the Gospel of Matthew].   

These words long preserved and handed down to this age for our walk in this world. 

We sing of being in the river, covered by the water of life, healed, restored and  

renewed.  Then we celebrate as we are fed and nourished by the body and blood of our 

risen, Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
    

May your Advent journey and arrival to the Manger be filled with hope, peace, 

love and joy.  Blessings!       

 

Bryon Dockter 

Director of Worship 

Welcome to the Season of Advent at St. Stephen’s 



WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP 

 Prelude                               

 Welcome 

 Singing Bowl 

Silence is kept for reflection  

 Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

  Responsive Litany Fourth Sunday—Hope For Those Who Are Wounded 

Advent is a time to bind up the broken hearted. 

Come, Lord, and make all things new. 

For past wrongs that prevent us from moving forward: 

Come, Lord, and make all things new. 

For any bitterness that scratches our soul: 

Come, Lord, and make all things new. 

For relationships left in decay and neglect: 

Come, Lord, and make all things new. 

For any action that has wounded us or by which we have wounded others: 

Grant that we might have the peace of Christ as we wait, 

the love of Christ as we act, and the grace of Christ as we speak. 
 

This morning we light four candles. The first candle is the light of hope for those in times of waiting. 

The second candle is the light of hope for those who are wearied by the circumstances of life. The 

third candle is the light of hope for those eagerly watching for God’s promised glory. The fourth  

candle is the light of hope for those who carry the wounds of life. Today we acknowledge our pain 

and the pain we have caused others. As the light shines, we turn to the Savior who came to rescue 

the lost, to help the hurting, and to bind up the broken. 

Lighting of the Candles 

Chorus 

Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts. 

Shine through the darkness. 

Christ, be our light! 

Shine in your church gathered today. 

Christ, be our light! 

 Prayer 

Merciful God, Advent reminds us that you left heaven’s majesty to walk among  

wounded people in a broken world. We thank you that your love knows no boundaries  

or limitations. No wound of this earth is greater than the wounds you came to heal. For all who suffer 

this day, light the way, O Lord, towards the promise of healing and  

wholeness made known in you. Amen. 
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St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Worship with Holy Communion 

Today Isaiah prophesies that a young woman will bear a son and name him Emmanuel. The gospel is  
Matthew’s account of the annunciation and birth of the one named Emmanuel, God-with-us. During these  
final days of Advent we pray, “O come, O come, Emmanuel,” a beloved hymn based on the O Antiphons,  
ancient prayers appointed for the seven days preceding Christmas. On this final Sunday of Advent we prepare 
to celebrate the birth of the one born to save us from the power of sin and death. [Reprinted with permission: Sunday 

and Seasons © 2022 Augsburg Fortress] 



WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP 

* Gathering Hymn                              “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” ELW #257 vs. 1, 2, 4 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

and ransom captive Israel, 

that mourns in lonely exile here 

until the Son of God appear. 
 

Refrain 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

shall come to you, O Israel. 
 

O come, O Wisdom from on high, 

embracing all things far and nigh: 

in strength and beauty come and stay; 

teach us your will and guide our way.  Refrain 
 

O come, O Branch of Jesse, free 

your own from Satan's tyranny; 

from depths of hell your people save, 

and give them vict'ry o'er the grave.  Refrain 

 Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Köln, 1710; tr. composite 

 Text sts. 2, 6, 7 © 1997 Augsburg Fortress 

 Music: French processional, 15th cent.  

 All rights reserved. Used by permission.  

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 

* Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

* Canticle/Kyrie                                         “Lord, Have Mercy” Merkel 

Jesus I've forgotten the words that You have spoken 

Promises that burned within my heart have now grown dim 

With a doubting heart I follow the paths of earthly wisdom 

Forgive me for my unbelief, renew the fire again 

 

Chorus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

I have built an altar where I've worshipped things of man 

I have taken journeys that have drawn me far from You 

Now I am returning to Your mercies ever flowing 

Pardon my transgressions, help me love You again  [Chorus] 
 

[Instrumental] 

 

me. 



I have longed to know You and all Your tender mercies 

Like a river of forgiveness ever flowing without end 

So I bow my heart before You in the goodness of Your presence 

Your grace forever shining, like a beacon in the night [Chorus x 2] 
 

  CCLI Song # 2989578 Steve Merkel. 2000 Integrity's Hosanna! Music (Admin. by Integrity Music) 

  For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

  CCLI License # 1664009 

* Absolution 

People of God, 

a new thing is growing in our midst, 

a tender branch, 

a living sign. 

By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. 

You have put on ☩ Christ, 

and your sins have been washed away. 

Rejoice in the way of the Lord. 

Amen. 

* Prayer of the Day 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come.  

With your abundant grace and might,  

free us from the sin that hinders our faith,  

that eagerly we may receive your promises,  

for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit 

one God, now and forever. Amen.  

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 

 First Lesson  Isaiah 7:10-16 

10 Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11 Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or 

high as heaven. 12 But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test. 13 Then Isaiah 

said: "Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God  

also? 14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall 

bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. 15 He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how 

to refuse the evil and choose the good. 16 For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and 

choose the good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted. 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 Responsive Psalm  Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 

Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel,  

 you who lead Joseph like a flock!  

You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth 

 before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh.  

Stir up your might,  

 and come to save us! 

Restore us, O God;  

 let your face shine, that we may be saved. 

O LORD God of hosts,  

 how long will you be angry with your people's prayers? 

You have fed them with the bread of tears,  

 and given them tears to drink in full measure. 

You make us the scorn of our neighbors;  

 our enemies laugh among themselves. 

Restore us, O God of hosts;  

 let your face shine, that we may be saved. 

But let your hand be upon the one at your right hand,  

 the one whom you made strong for yourself. 

Then we will never turn back from you;  

 give us life, and we will call on your name. 

Restore us, O LORD God of hosts;  

 let your face shine, that we may be saved. 



Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God 

* Gospel Acclamation               “Come Now, O Prince of Peace” ELW #247 vs. 4 

Come, Hope of unity, make us one body. 

Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile all nations. [Repeat] 

 Text and music: Geon-yong Lee, b. 1947; tr. Marion Pope 

 Text © Geonyong Lee.. All rights reserved. Used by permission.  

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 

 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

* Gospel  Matthew 1:18-25 

18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been engaged 

to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19 Her 

husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to 

dismiss her quietly. 20 But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him 

in a dream and said, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child 

conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he 

will save his people from their sins." 22 All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord 

through the prophet: 23 "Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him  

Emmanuel," which means, "God is with us." 24 When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of 

the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25 but had no marital relations with her until she 

had borne a son; and he named him  

Jesus. 

The Gospel of the Lord, 

   Praise to you, O Christ 

 Sermon                                              “Being Little before the Lord”           Pastor John 

 Hymn of the Day                                         “Ancient Words” Deshazo 

Holy words long preserved 

for our walk in this world, 

They resound with God's own heart  

Oh, let the ancient words impart. 
 

Words of life words of hope 

Give us strength, help us cope 

In this world, where e'er we roam 

Ancient words will guide us Home. 
 

Chorus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[Instrumental] 
 

 
 

 



Holy words of our faith 

Handed down to this age. 

Came to us through sacrifice 

O heed the faithful words of Christ. [Chorus x 2] 
 

We have come with open hearts 

Oh let the ancient words impart. 
 

[Instrumental] 

 

 CCLI Song # 2986399 Lynn DeShazo 

 © 2001 Integrity's Hosanna! Music (Admin. by Integrity Music) 

 For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

 CCLI License # 1664009 

 WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

* Apostles’ Creed 

With the whole church, let us confess our faith, 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

* Prayers of Intercession 

 Petition response      Leader: … Lord in your mercy,  

                                                         hear our prayer. 

* Sharing the Peace 

The peace of the Lord be with you.   

And also with you. 

 Offering  [Offering plate to be passed] 

* Offertory Response                               “I Can Hear Your Voice” Smith, Smith & Smith 

I'm in the river that flows from Your throne 

Water of life, Water of life 

It covers me and I breathe again 

Your love is breath to my soul 
 

I can hear Your voice as You sing over me 

It's Your song of hope breathing life into me 

I can feel Your touch as I come close to You 

And it heals my heart, You restore and renew. [Instrumental] 
 

I can feel Your touch as I come close to You 

And it heals my heart, You restore and renew. 
 

 CCLI Song # 3926011 Deborah D. Smith | Michael W. Smith | Whitney Smith 

 © 2002 Smittyfly Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 

 This Is Your Time Music (Admin. by Music Services o/b/o The Loving Company) (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) 

 Curb Word Music (Admin. by WC Music Corp.) 

 For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

 CCLI License # 1664009 



* Offertory Prayer 

Eternal God, 

you make the desert bloom 

and send springs of water to thirsty ground. 

Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, 

and make us messengers of your mercy and love 

for all in need of your healing and justice. 

We ask this through Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 

* Great Thanksgiving ELW Page 152 

 (Spoken) 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

* Words of Institution 

* Lord’s Prayer  [Video: Faith Formation youth—Sierra Haarstad, Helen Vavra]  

 Our Father, who art in heaven,  

  hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come,  

  thy will be done, 

   on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those 

   who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom,  

  and the power, and the glory, 

  forever and ever.  Amen. 

* Invitation to Communion 

 During Advent Communion will be received at the altar rail. 

Be strong, do not fear! 

Here is your God, who has come to save you. 

 Distribution 

The body of Christ, given for you 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

 Communion Hymn                                        “Immanuel” Card/Fettke 

A sign shall be given, a virgin will conceive 

A human baby bearing undiminished Deity 

The glory of the nations, a light for all to see 

And hope for all who will embrace 

His warm reality 
 

Chorus 

Immanuel 

Our God is with us 

(And) if God is with us 

Who could stand against us 

Our God is with us Immanuel 
 



Bridge 

For all those who live in the shadow of death 

A glorious light has dawned 

For all those who stumble in the darkness 

Behold Your light has come 
 

So what shall be your answer, oh will you hear the call 

Of Him who did not spare His Son, but gave Him for us all 

On earth there is no power, there is no depth or height 

Could ever separate us from the love of God in Christ 

 

 CCLI Song # 71014. Michael Card | Tom Fettke 

 © 1986 Birdwing Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 

 Mole End Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 

 For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

 CCLI License # 1664009 

* Communion Blessing 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

Strengthens you and keeps you in his grace.   

Amen. 

* Prayer after Communion 

Faithful God, 

in this meal you have remembered your mercy, 

bringing heaven to earth in the body and blood of Christ. 

As we wait for the day when all your promises will be fulfilled, 

sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. 

Guide us toward your promised future, 

coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

WE GO INTO THE WORLD 

* Blessing 

God the eternal Word, 

who dwells with us in Jesus, 

and who holds us in the grace of the Holy Spirit, 

☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

* Sending Hymn                                             “Joy to the World” ELW #267 vs. 1, 3 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

Let earth receive her king; 

let ev'ry heart prepare him room 

and heav'n and nature sing, 

and heav'n and nature sing, 

and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 
 

No more let sin and sorrow grow 

nor thorns infest the ground; 

he comes to make his blessings flow 

far as the curse is found, 

far as the curse is found, 

far as, far as the curse is found. 

 Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748  

 Music: English melody, 18th cent.; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792-1872 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission.  

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. Public Domain 

* Dismissal 

Go in peace. Christ is near. 

Thanks be to God. 

◙ 



Jesus said …   
 

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer” 
     Please include the following people in your prayers this week:  

Rich Rabanus, Joyce Johnson, Barbara Brutger, Paula Goetzke, Jim Packer, Nancy Lynn, 

Dorrie Trombley, Chuck Frid, Laura Walsh (Snider), Katherine Lansing (Brunkow), 

Theresa Lopez, Peg Snider, Jan Lawrence (Snider), Blake & Abby (Masters). 
 

Each week different families will be included in special prayers.  

Please hold in your prayers:   

Bruce and Diane Meyers, John Stai, 

Mark and Marsha Rogosheske, Marilyn Plorin, 

John Nygaard and Gloria Frederick. 
 

Each week different missions that St. Stephen’s support through our  

Sunday offerings. This week we offer prayers for  

Lutheran Mideast Development (LMD) 

LMD strives to bring peace and wholeness to the Kurdish communities of the Middle East 

by mobilizing a network of people through education, vocational training,  

personal empowerment and advocacy. 

  

We also offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ  

in the villages of Iwonde and Ihimbo, Tanzania. 
 

We pray also for those away from home serving in the military:  

Tim Anderson, Ben Appenzeller, Nick Appenzeller, Jeremy Eittreim,  

Matthew Eittreim, Zachary Ericson, Sam Gieser, Troy Hoban, Tricia Howe,  

Adam Kenny, Nick Lane, Peter D. J. McKenzie, Donald McKenzie, Christopher Meyers,  

Gene Morton, Sam Paton, Andrew Reed, Lindsey Willwerscheid. 

 

St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that  

this list is placed inside everyone’s Bible or devotional material.  All prayer requests will  

be listed for three weeks.  Please contact the church office if additional time is needed. 

Leaders in Today’s Service 

Presiding Pastor ....................................................................... The Rev. Dr. John Snider 

Lay Liturgist ................................................................................................. Debbie Pirkl 

Director of Worship .................................................................................. Bryon Dockter 

Song Leaders ......................................................................................... Worship Chorus 

Musicians ..... Beth Hostager-Flute, Pastor John-Bass Guitar, Chris Becker-Percussion  

 ................................................................................ Vicki Jackson and Jan Perkins, Bells 

Lector ........................................................................................................... Alan Sipinen 

Communion Assistant .............................................................................. Brenda Gieser 

Communications and Media Coordinator ............................................ Garrett Masters 

Audio Visual Ministry ................................................... Norm Goetzke, Hannah Ruikka  

Altar Guild ................................................... Mary Jo Martinek, Lori Ritt, Brenda Gieser 

Prayer Chain ..... Rachel Circle, Mary Circle, Kathy Ericson, Abby Vavra, Janet Gibson 

Outdoor Street Sign ................................................................................. Jerry Thoreson 



Warm Winter Clothes  
Winter is here and there are kids in our neighborhood  

who need help staying warm. Last year our congregation  

collected warm winter gear for elementary students at  

Garlough and Moreland schools.  We want to help again  

this year.  Moreland, especially, has a lot of needs.  Their  

family support worker tells us "We have several families that 

we work with who are experiencing homelessness and living  

in a shelter, their car, spare room, etc."  
 

We will collect winter clothing now through the end of  

December in the Narthex.  The students are in grades K 

through 4 grades. 
 

 

Winter Clothing Drive Wish List Below 
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Today’s Service Notes 
 

This service is being video recorded, live-streamed 

and archived on our Facebook page. 
 

It will also be available on Townsquare Comcast TV Channel 15 

Please check their schedule for viewing times 

https://www.townsquare.tv/tv-schedules/ch15 
 

* in bulletin indicates when Congregation should stand. 

Bold text indicates Congregation Responses.   
 

St. Stephen’s Safety Committee encourages all who are eligible to receive their COVID 

boosters and flu shots.  This is our best chance to create a safe environment for all at St. 

Stephen’s and in the community.  In addition, the current policy of St. Stephen’s is masks 

are optional for everyone, clergy and singers included.  However if you feel more  

comfortable wearing a mask, please know we welcome you to do so. 


