
OUR MISSION STATEMENT AND CORE VALUES 
Intentionally connecting to God, each other and the world through love and service. 

Relationships    Service    Learning    Youth    Belonging    Worship 

Here's something to get you thinking about TODAY’s Gospel ... 

As we get ready to celebrate Jesus' birth we encounter the participants in the 

first Christmas. It was anything but neat and tidy - far from one we'd  want to 

repeat - but it was beautifully faithful. Mary and Joseph were "little before the 

Lord" - they faithfully said yes to the Lord - over and over again. Not always 

perfectly. May we stay "Little before the Lord" this Christmas.  - Pastor John  

Open Forum | 10:30-11:20 a.m.  

Open Forum will be taking a break for the Christmas 

holiday season we’ll return Sunday, January 9th.  

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all! 

The 2023 Stewardship campaign “Connections in Action” is off to a great start!  As of 12/16/22, we have  

received 60+++ Intentions! Whoo Hoo!  Thank you so much for this and all you have done for this ministry. 

Help us reach our goal of 100+ so we can ensure we can sustain and grow our ministry. (Remember there is a 

special gift of an extra $10 per intention received!)  God is leading us to keep our Connections in Action but 

we need your support!  Christmas generates so much joy around giving and acts of generosity. We hope 

you will keep St Stephen’s in mind as you consider your Christmas and year-end tax-deductible gifts. If 

you haven’t yet fulfilled your 2022 Intention or turned in a 2023 Intention, there is still time.  Let’s continue to 

put our Connections in Action for God, each other and the world!  - Kim Richter, Stewardship Chair 

SAVE THE DATE | Sunday, January 29, 2023  

Annual Congregational Meeting—The year in review. 

we will gather for St Stephen’s annual congregation-

al meeting after worship at 10:40 a.m. in Fellowship 

Hall. Members will be able to attend in-person or 

online via Zoom.  Your participation is vital—we need 

your support, vote, and would love to see you even if 

it’s via the internet.  Committee Chairs your Annual 

Report will be due in the office by end of day,  

Sunday, January 15th. Early submissions welcomed. 

 

Have you ordered your 

Christmas poinsettia yet? 
 

Last day to order your Christmas 

poinsettia. Forms can be found in 

your Sunday bulletin, the  

Connection Center, and online on 

our website under the Resources 

tab— https://

www.ststephenswsp.org/flowers.cfm 

 * If you are not a baker, no worries— 
    we always have plenty to share.  
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Thank You for your Support! 
 

By Mail  |  Online thru St Stephen’s website  |  GIVE+Text (Text 844-907-2702)  |  Vanco Mobile App 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT: Intentionally connecting to God, each other and the world through love and service. 

1575 Charlton Street    West St. Paul, MN 55118    Office: (651) 457-6541  www.ststephenswsp.org 

 

Winter is here! The St. Stephen’s Safety Committee encourages all who are eligible 

 to receive their COVID-19 boosters and flu shots. This is our best chance to create a safe environment 

for all at St. Stephen’s and in the community.  Check in with your health care provider or pharmacy 

to find out how and when you can get your COVID-19 booster or flu shot.  Love thy neighbor, love thyself!   

Grand Opening—Neighbor’s Inc. Financial Empowerment Center 
Tuesday, January 10, 2023  Open house from 4:30-6:00pm 
 

Enjoy food and refreshments and see how their space has been updated to improve financial well being in 

our community.  Following the open house all will gather in the food shelf to watch Spent: Looking for 

Change and engage in conversation around how Neighbors supports people in need (6pm-7:15pm). 

Please RSVP online at https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?

id=NhSMJ41mskWIxJWem1RG0WHDgRHqUdNDo3vQPKipEXFUQkJLVDdCNU05MURGTkpHVlRSVkFOQVFGUi4u 

Holiday Hours 
In observance of the 

Christmas and New 

Year’s holidays, the 

church office will be 

closed Dec. 26, 27th, 

and 28th and the  

following Monday,  

January 2. If you are 

visiting the church Dec. 

29-30 please call ahead 

to be sure someone will 

be onsite. Office hours 

are 9am-3pm.  Wishing 

you a Merry Christmas 

and a Happy New 

Year! 

Advent Reverse Calendar— 
Join in the fun 

 

How does it work?   

Normally, Advent  

calendars count down 

the days until Christmas 

by providing a treat 

each day until Christ-

mas. We’re reversing the 

order —giving vs. receiv-

ing.  Here’s how: find a 

empty box and each 

day place a food item 

 in the box then on 

Christmas Eve bring your 

box to the St Stephen’s 

manger on your way to 

worship.  It’s as simple as 

that.  All items collected 

will be donated to the 

Neighbor’s Inc. Food 

Shelf. Copies of the  

Reverse Advent  

Calendars can be  

found at the  

Connection Center.   

Men’s Breakfast—We meet every other Friday at Gallagher’s, 888 Ohio Street, West St Paul. Join us  

Friday, December 30th, 8am-9am for faith, food, conversation and fellowship.  All men are welcome and 

encouraged to attend. 
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