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Welcome to the season of Advent ...
Advent is the first season of the new church year, and means
"coming" in Latin. We mark this time of expectant waiting and
preparation for both the celebration of the Nativity of Christ
(Christmas) and the anticipation of the return of Christ at the
Second Coming. Our worship focuses on four traditional themes in advent including
God's people (hope), the Old Testament prophets (peace), John the Baptist (love) and
Mary, the mother of Jesus (joy). You see the church is decorated and adorned in the
color of Royal Blue, a symbol of looking forward to welcoming the coming of The King.
We reflect. We lament. And, we prepare for Christ's coming. We still our hearts and
minds, and move from hope, to peace, love and finally joy, acknowledging and
celebrating that Christ has come, Christ is here among us, and Christ will come again.
Within our worship here at St. Stephen's during this season, we have selected music and
text that focus on the four themes of Advent. Our consistent use of the hymns: Awake!
Awake, and Greet the New Morn, As the Dark Awaits the Dawn, Come Now O Prince of
Peace, and O Come, O Come, Emmanuel calls out in a world of turmoil and harkens to
the knowledge that Christ has come, Christ is here, Christ WILL come again wrapped in
the traditional themes of hope, peace, love and joy of the Advent season. In our
prayers and in our song we call out "Come Lord Jesus, Quickly Come."
- Bryon Dockter, Director of Worship
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WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP
Prelude

Reflection on “Open Your Ears, O Faithful People”

Bryon Dockter

Welcome
* Singing Bowl
Silence is kept for reflection.

WE GIVE OUR PRAISE
Hymn
“Open Your Ears, O Faithful People”
Open your ears, O faithful people,
open your ears and hear God's word.
Open your hearts, O royal priesthood,
God has come to you.
Refrain
God has
God has
God has
God has

spoken
spoken
spoken
spoken

ELW #519

to the people, hallelujah!
words of wisdom, hallelujah!
to the people, hallelujah!
words of wisdom, hallelujah!

They who have ears to hear the message,
they who have ears, now let them hear;
they who would learn the way of wisdom,
let them hear God's word. Refrain
Text: Hasidic traditional; Willard F. Jabusch, b. 1930, English version
Text © 1966, 1982 Willard F. Jabusch, admin. OCP Publications. 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213.
Music: Hasidic tune. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
* Lighting of the Advent Wreath
We praise you, O God, for this victory wreath
that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s advent.
As we light the candles on this wreath,
strengthen our hearts
as we await the Lord’s coming in glory.
Enlighten us with your grace,
that we may serve our neighbors in need.
Grant this through Christ our Lord,
whose coming is certain and whose day draws near.
Amen.
Light three candles.

Kyrie
“Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn”
In darkest night his coming shall be,
when all the world is despairing,
as morning light so quiet and free,
so warm and gentle and caring.
Then shall the mute break forth in song,
the lame shall leap in wonder,
the weak be raised above the strong,
and weapons be broken asunder.

ELW#242, vs. 3

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Text © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. Music: Marty Haugen
All rights reserved. Used by permission. AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773
ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

Prayer of the Day
Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God,
and open our ears to the preaching of John,
that, rejoicing in your salvation,
we may bring forth the fruits of repentance;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
First Reading
Sing aloud, O daughter Zion;
shout, O Israel!
Rejoice and exult with all your heart,
O daughter Jerusalem!
The LORD has taken away the judgments against you,
he has turned away your enemies.
The king of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst;
you shall fear disaster no more.
On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem:
Do not fear, O Zion;
do not let your hands grow weak.
The LORD, your God, is in your midst,
a warrior who gives victory;
he will rejoice over you with gladness,
he will renew you in his love;
he will exult over you with loud singing
as on a day of festival.
I will remove disaster from you,
so that you will not bear reproach for it.
I will deal with all your oppressors at that time.
And I will save the lame
and gather the outcast,
and I will change their shame into praise
and renown in all the earth.
At that time I will bring you home,
at the time when I gather you;
for I will make you renowned and praised
among all the peoples of the earth,
when I restore your fortunes
before your eyes, says the LORD.
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God

Zephaniah 3:14-20

Second Reading
Surely God is my salvation;
I will trust, and will not be afraid,
for the LORD God is my strength and my might;
he has become my salvation.
With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.
And you will say in that day:
Give thanks to the LORD,
call on his name;
make known his deeds among the nations;
proclaim that his name is exalted.
Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done gloriously;
let this be known in all the earth.
Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal Zion,
for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God
Gospel Acclamation

“Come Now, O Prince of Peace”

Isaiah 12:2-6

ELW#247 vs. 3
Sing twice

Come now and set us free, O God, our Savior.
Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile all nations.
Text: Geon-yong Lee, b. 1947; tr. Marion Pope
Text © Geonyong Lee. Music: Geonyoung Lee, b. 1947
All rights reserved. Used by permission. AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773
ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke,
Glory to you, O Lord
* Gospel
Luke 3:7-18
7 John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, "You brood of vipers! Who warned you
to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves,
'We have Abraham as our ancestor'; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to
Abraham. 9 Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear
good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire." 10 And the crowds asked him, "What then should we
do?" 11 In reply he said to them, "Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and
whoever has food must do likewise." 12 Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him,
"Teacher, what should we do?" 13 He said to them, "Collect no more than the amount prescribed for
you." 14 Soldiers also asked him, "And we, what should we do?" He said to them, "Do not extort money
from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages." 15 As the people were
filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he might be
the Messiah, 16 John answered all of them by saying, "I baptize you with water; but one who is more
powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with
the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather
the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire." 18 So, with many other
exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the
people.
The Gospel of the Lord,
Praise to you, O Christ
Sermon
Pastor John

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD
Hymn
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”
O come, O Key of David, come,
and open wide our heav'nly home;
make safe the way that leads on high,
and close the path to misery.
Refrain
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to you, O Israel.

ELW#257 vs. 5

Baptism: Mackenzie Marie Buskirk

ELW Pages 227-231

Hymn
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”
O come, O Dayspring, come and cheer;
O Sun of justice, now draw near.
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
and death's dark shadow put to flight.

ELW#257 vs. 6

Refrain
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to you, O Israel.
Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Köln, 1710; tr. composite
Text sts. 2, 6, 7 © 1997 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

* Prayers of Intercession
Petition response
Leader: … Lord in your mercy,

hear our prayer.
Wait for the Lord, whose day is near.
Wait for the Lord: be strong, take heart!
ELW#262 Wait for the Lord
Text: Taizé Community. Text © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc.,
agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

* Sharing the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Offering [Invitation to support ongoing ministries of St. Stephen’s]
* Offertory Response
“As the Dark Awaits the Dawn”
As the dark awaits the dawn,
so we await your light.
O Star of promise, scatter night,
loving bright, loving bright,
till shades of fear are gone.

ELW #261 vs. 1, 3

As the moon reflects the sun
until the night's decrease,
may we your healing light release,
living peace, living peace,
unto your holy dawn.
Text: Susan Palo Cherwien, b. 1953
Text © 1996 Susan Palo Cherwien, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
Music: Carl F. Schalk, b. 1929. All rights reserved. Used by Permission
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

Offertory Prayer
God of our waiting and watching,
we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives
to the service of all your people.
Prepare the way before us
as we meet you in this simple meal,
through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace.
Amen.

Words of Institution
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
Invitation to Communion
Come to Christ’s banquet.
Feast on God’s gift of grace.
Please be seated.
If you would like and are able to kneel,
kneelers are available.
Communion is Received
The body of Christ, given for you
The blood of Christ, shed for you.

Amen.

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
Strengthens you and keeps you in his grace. Amen.
“Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding!”
Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding!
"Christ is near," we hear it say.
"Cast away the works of darkness,
all you children of the day!"

ELW#246 vs. 1, 3, 4

See the Lamb, so long expected,
come with pardon down from heav'n.
Let us haste, with tears of sorrow,
one and all, to be forgiv'n;
So, when next he comes in glory
and the world is wrapped in fear,
he will shield us with his mercy
and with words of love draw near.
Text: Latin hymn, 1632; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814-1878
Music: William H. Monk, 1823-1889
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. Public Domain.

Prayer after Communion
Most High God,
you have come among us at this table.
By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word,
sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all,
through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest.
Amen.

WE GO INTO THE WORLD
Blessing
The God of hope
fill us with all joy and peace in believing,
so that we may abound in hope
by the power of the Holy Spirit,
through Christ Jesus for whom we wait.
Amen.
Hymn
“Blessed Be the God of Israel”
Blessed be the God of Israel
who comes to set us free
and raises up new hope for us:
a Branch from David’s tree.
So have the prophets long declared
that with a mighty arm
God would turn back our enemies
and all who wish us harm.

ELW #250 vs. 1, 3

My child, as prophet of the Lord
you will prepare the way,
to tell God’s people they are saved
from sin’s eternal sway.
Then shall God’s mercy from on high
shine forth and never cease
to drive away the gloom of death
and lead us into peace.
Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944, based on Luke 1:68-79
Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.
Music: English folk tune; arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958
All rights reserved. Used by permission. AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773
ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364; CCLI #1664009 #20540802 Song #5070965

* Dismissal
Go in peace. Christ is near.
Thanks be to God.
* Postlude

Celebration of “Blessed Be the God of Israel”
◙

Bryon Dockter

Jesus said …

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer.”
Please include the following people in your prayers this week:
Philip Dahl, Bryon Dockter, Diane Johnson, Bev Kirk, Merwin Perkins,
Rich Rabanus, Barb Ihle, Joan Regan, Betsy Anderson, Kathy Miller,
Laura Walsh (Snider), Oliver Gibson (Tim and Janet Gibson),
Richard Morton (Snider), Lynn Schneider (Brunkow), Anne (Frid),
Nancy, Dennis and Family, Matt and Family (Theno), Henry Gruber (Perkins).
Each week different families will be included in special prayers.
Please hold in your prayers:
Tony, Amy and Lillian Wittmann, Darcy Huspek
Chuck and Sally Sartell, Carrie Edell
Roberta Meyers and Thom Miranda
Each week different missions that St. Stephen’s support through our
Sunday offerings. This week we offer prayers for
Lutheran World Relief: Fairly Traded Coffee and Chocolate
Supporting Fair Trade reflects our faith—it improves the lives of farmers,
families, and communities around the world. Benefits to farming communities
include access to clean water, health clinics, and schools. Fair trade also helps stop
child labor, human trafficking, and slavery in the cocoa farming industry.
We also offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ
in the villages of Iwonde and Ihimbo, Tanzania.
We pray for residents and staff of group homes and care facilities,
and all healthcare workers.
We pray also for those away from home serving in the military:
Tim Anderson, Ben Appenzeller, Nick Appenzeller, Jeremy Eittreim,
Matthew Eittreim, Zachary Ericson, Sam Gieser, Troy Hoban, Tricia Howe,
Adam Kenny, Nick Lane, Peter D. J. McKenzie, Donald McKenzie,
Christopher Meyers, Gene Morton, Sam Paton, Andrew Reed,
Lindsey Willwerscheid. (Please help us keep our military member
listing up to date. Thank you.)
St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that
this list is placed inside everyone’s Bible or devotional material. All prayer requests will
be listed for three weeks. Please contact the church office if additional time is needed.

Today we welcome into the body of Christ
through baptism
Mackenzie Marie Buskirk
daughter of Dustin Buskirk and Meghan Lange
May we all be reminded of God’s grace
at work in our own baptism.
Thanks be to God!

Leaders in Today’s Service
Pastor .......................................................................................... The Rev. Dr. John Snider
Lay Liturgist ..................................................................................................... Debbie Pirkl
Ushers ..................................................................................Jim Katzenmaier, Tim Gibson
Director of Worship ..................................................................................... Bryon Dockter
Song Leaders ........................................................................ Kathy Canniff, Deborah Ellis
Lectors ........................................................................... Mary Jo Martinek, Matt Kirkwood
Communications and Media Coordinator ................................................ Garrett Masters
Audio Visual Ministry .................................................................................. Norm Goetzke
Altar Guild...............................................................................................................Lori Ritt
Prayer Chain ..........Rachel Circle, Mary Circle, Kathy Ericson, Abby Vavra, Janet Gibson
Outdoor Street Sign .................................................................................... Jerry Thoreson

To sponsor Sunday Altar Flowers please sign up either
Online at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0945ada822aafb6-sunday
Stop by the church and add your name to the flower chart outside Fellowship Hall
or call the church office at 651-457-6541.
Cost for two bouquets is $40.00
Thank you!

Senior Pastor John Snider | Associate Pastor of Discipleship Tim Thompson
1575 Charlton Street  West St. Paul, MN 55118
Office: (651) 457-6541
www.ststephenswsp.org
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