Always Connected to God, Each Other and the World
On All Saints Day we celebrate the victory won for all the faithful dead, but we grieve for our
beloved dead as well, knowing that God honors our tears. We bring our grief to the table and
find there a foretaste of Isaiah’s feast to come. [reprinted with permission Sunday and Seasons]

“LET’S SQUASH THIS BUG!”

Love is concern for our neighbor. We don’t want to participate in the spreading of the Delta Variant
or creating opportunities for future variants.



Masks are expected to be worn by all people while indoors. Thank you!
“When will we stop wearing masks?” When people stop dying.
Our Safety Committee meets Monday, November 15

Walk to End Hunger:
No Hunger November
Hunger doesn’t last one day and
neither does this year’s Walk to End
Hunger event. Instead of gathering
on Thanksgiving, participants will be
able to choose where to do their
walk during the month of November.
There will be an official walk “route”
set-up at the Mall of America for
participants to do on their own
during mall hours in November or
participants are able to choose a
route in their own neighborhood or
local park. All proceeds from this
event benefit hunger relief agencies
in the Twin Cities, including Neighbors.
For more information or to sign-up,
visit: walktoendhunger.org.

Open Forum is offered on
Sunday mornings 10:40-11:30am
and Wednesday evenings 6-7pm.

TODAY
We will begin a 2-week session—
“Dying Is Not Giving Up.”
A locally produced film.
What matters most? Where do compassion and empathy fit into
the picture? Can dying be an opportunity for love?

Next Sunday we will discuss the film and our reactions to the
content. What were your takeaways?

Seeking Justice Together”
Our Wednesday Open Forum continues —
“If Jesus was the boss, how would things be?” That’s justice!
All are welcome to join in the conversation.

Thank you to all that purchased tickets for those delicious St. Stephen’s Scandinavian Meatballs and
gravy. If you did not pickup on Saturday. Please check in with the Youth in the Narthex after worship
they will be happy to help you! THANK YOU for supporting our Youth!

Love in a Ziploc Bag—Wednesday, November 17th
Help us pack care kits for those in need! We will gather on Wednesday,
Nov. 17th at 6pm to pack 100 bags filled with essentials like winter gear, food
and toiletries. Join us and take a bag with you to keep in your car to be given
out as needed. Donations can be brought to church by November 7th. This
event is being put on by the Faith Formation team of Salem and St. Stephen's.
Everyone is welcome to donate and pack, whether you have a child in Faith
Formation or not! A sign-up genius page has been created. Please review the available slots and click on
the button to sign up. The link address is: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0b4cafaa2aa0f58-love.
A list of items needed can also be found at the Connection Center.
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Winter is coming
There are kids in our neighborhood who need help staying warm.
For many years we have supported Garlough school by collecting warm
winter gear for their students. This year Moreland Elementary school
contacted St. Stephen's to ask if we could help provide winter gear for
their students. Both schools have many students from economicallydisadvantaged families.
We think our congregation is up to the challenge! We will collect winter
clothing for both schools during November and December. There will be
a place in the narthex to leave your donations.
The students are in grades K through 4. Needed are winter coats,
especially larger sizes, boots, snow pants, water-proof mittens, heavy
sweatshirts, adult size medium coats.
Thank you for helping our neighborhood students.

Helpful Servants: SUNDAY MORNINGS

MEN’S
BREAKFAST
● faith ● food ● fellowship

We meet every other Friday at
Gallagher’s, 888 Ohio Street,
West St. Paul.
Our next meeting is Friday,
November 12, 8-9am. All Men
are welcome and encouraged to
attend. (We gratefully had a
wife join us last time!)
Our focus is the Book of
Ephesians. On November 12 we
will focus on Ephesians 5:21-33.

Contemplative
Prayer and Study

Given the changes to our worship life during the pandemic we are
changing the way we help worship by creating a Worship Team.
We’ve divided the team into either the Sanctuary or Narthex. It’s
not much effort but there is no such thing as a small service for the
Lord. Can you help? Please contact Mary Jo Martinek at 612-7432483 or signup using Signup Genius Sunday WORSHIP TEAM SIGN UP
(Usher/Greeter, Altar set-up/clean up, Reader (Lector) https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0945ADA822AAFB6-worship
We’re also looking for Fellowship Hour hosts—contact Patrice
Katzenmaier 612-432-9992 or signup using Signup Genius
Host Sunday FELLOWSHIP HOUR https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10C0945ADA822AAFB6-sunday1
Is Audio Visual more your interest? Please contact Garrett Masters
to find out what opportunities are available and to set up training.
Garrett@ststephenswsp.org or 605-310-7049.

Meeting Reminders:

November 10 | 7-8pm

Executive Committee meets Monday, November 8 at 5:00 p.m.
The Church Council will meet Wednesday, November 17 at 7:15 pm

Contemplative
Prayer and Study
is offered on the 2nd
and 4th Wednesdays
of the month.

Neighbor’s Inc—Food Shelf

We are currently using the book
“Opening to God: Lectio Divina
and Life as Prayer” by David G.
Benner. During our next gathering,
November 10 we will be focusing
on Chapter 4. ZOOM ROOM 2 ID#894
-3514-0057 Password 55118 Or Direct
Access: bit.ly/SSLC-Room2

Prayer has the potential to
transform your life.
You are welcome
to attend any meeting.

November/December Wish list …
Next time you’re out shopping, don’t forget our neighbors in need.
The holiday season is coming up fast so its time to think holiday non
perishables like canned gravy, sweet potatoes, cranberries, stuffing
mix, baking staples, the list is endless. No time to shop? Consider a
gift of money to Neighbors. They can stretch the funds to purchase
more as they can buy in bulk. Bring donations food or cash to the
church—we’ll get it to Neighbor’s Inc. for you. Thank you!

COVID Testing
Free at-home COVID testing is available through the MN
Department of Health. For more information, visit https://
www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/testsites/
athome.html

PLEASE NOTE: Links included in the eUpdate are not active—
watch for a separate email that contains resources available
and active links all in one handy document.
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