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Welcome to the season of Advent ...  

 

Advent is the first season of the new church year, and means 

"coming" in Latin.  We mark this time of expectant waiting and 

preparation for both the celebration of the Nativity of Christ 

(Christmas) and the anticipation of the return of Christ at the 

Second Coming.  Our worship focuses on four traditional themes in advent including 

God's people (hope), the Old Testament prophets (peace), John the Baptist (love) and 

Mary, the mother of Jesus (joy).  You see the church is decorated and adorned in the 

color of Royal Blue, a symbol of looking forward to welcoming the coming of The King.   
 

We reflect. We lament. And, we prepare for Christ's coming.  We still our hearts and 

minds, and move from hope, to peace, love and finally joy, acknowledging and  

celebrating that Christ has come, Christ is here among us, and Christ will come again.   
 

Within our worship here at St. Stephen's during this season, we have selected music and 

text that focus on the four themes of Advent.  Our consistent use of the hymns: Awake! 

Awake, and Greet the New Morn, As the Dark Awaits the Dawn, Come Now O Prince of 

Peace, and O Come, O Come, Emmanuel calls out in a world of turmoil and harkens to 

the knowledge that Christ has come, Christ is here, Christ WILL come again wrapped in 

the traditional themes of hope, peace, love and joy of the Advent season.  In our  

prayers and in our song we call out "Come Lord Jesus, Quickly Come."   
 

- Bryon Dockter, Director of Worship 



WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP 

 Prelude                                        Reflection on “Soon and Very Soon” Bryon Dockter 

and “My Lord, What a Morning” 

 Welcome 

* Singing Bowl   

 Silence is kept for reflection. 

 WE GIVE OUR PRAISE  

 Hymn                                                       “Soon and Very Soon” ELW #439 

Soon and very soon 

We are going to see the King 

Soon and very soon 

We are going to see the King 

Soon and very soon 

We are going to see the King 
 

Chorus 

Hallelujah hallelujah 

We're going to see the King 
 

No more crying there 

We are going to see the King 

No more crying there 

We are going to see the King 

No more crying there 

We are going to see the King  Chorus 
 

No more dying there 

We are going to see the King 

No more dying there 

We are going to see the King 

No more dying there 

We are going to see the King  Chorus 
 

Soon and very soon 

We are going to see the King 

Soon and very soon 

We are going to see the King 

Soon and very soon 

We are going to see the King  Chorus 

 CCLI Song # 11249  Andraé Crouch 

 © 1971 Bud John Songs, Inc. (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 

 Crouch Music Corp. (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 

 `For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

 CCLI License #1664009 #20540802 

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 

First Sunday of Advent 

Worship Service with Holy Communion 



 Greeting   

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

* Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

We praise you, O God, for this evergreen crown 

that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s advent. 

As we light the first candle on this wreath, 

rouse us from sleep, that we may be ready to greet our Lord 

when he comes with all the saints and angels. 

Enlighten us with your grace, 

and prepare our hearts to welcome him with joy. 

Grant this through Christ our Lord, 

whose coming is certain and whose day draws near. 

Amen. 

Light the first candle. 

 Kyrie                                        “Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn” ELW#242, vs. 1 

Awake! Awake, and greet the new morn,  

for angels herald its dawning. 

Sing out your joy, for soon he is born,  

behold! the Child of our longing. 

Come as a baby weak and poor, 

to bring all hearts together, 

he opens wide the heav'nly door  

and lives now inside us forever. 

 Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950 

 Text © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.  

 www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. Music: Marty Haugen 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission.  AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 

 ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 

 Prayer of the Day 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. 

By your merciful protection  

alert us to the threatening dangers of our sins,  

and redeem us for your life of justice,  

for you live and reign with the Father  

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 

 First Reading  Jeremiah 33:14-16 

14 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of Is-

rael and the house of Judah. 15 In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring 

up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 16 In those days Judah will be 

saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: "The LORD is our 

righteousness." 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God 

 Reading from the Psalms  Psalm 25:1-10 

To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul.  

O my God, in you I trust;  

 do not let me be put to shame;  

 do not let my enemies exult over me. 

Do not let those who wait for you be put to shame;  

 let them be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous. 

Make me to know your ways, O LORD;  

 teach me your paths. 

Lead me in your truth, and teach me,  

 for you are the God of my salvation;  

 for you I wait all day long. 



Be mindful of your mercy, O LORD,  

and of your steadfast love,  

 for they have been from of old. 

Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions;  

 according to your steadfast love remember me,  

 for your goodness' sake, O LORD! 

Good and upright is the LORD;  

 therefore he instructs sinners in the way. 

He leads the humble in what is right,  

 and teaches the humble his way. 

All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and faithfulness,  

 for those who keep his covenant and his decrees. 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God 

 Gospel Acclamation                        “Come Now, O Prince of Peace” ELW#247 vs. 1 

Come now, O Prince of peace, make us one body. 

Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile your people. 

 Text: Geon-yong Lee, b. 1947; tr. Marion Pope 

 Text © Geonyong Lee.  Music: Geonyoung Lee, b. 1947 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission.  AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 

 ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, 

Glory to you, O Lord 

* Gospel  Luke 21:25-36 

Jesus said … 25 "There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress 

among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 26 People will faint from fear and 

foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27 Then 

they will see 'the Son of Man coming in a cloud' with power and great glory. 28 Now when these things 

begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near." 

29 Then he told them a parable: "Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30 as soon as they sprout leaves 

you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. 31 So also, when you see these 

things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32 Truly I tell you, this generation will 

not pass away until all things have taken place. 33 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will 

not pass away. 34 "Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunk-

enness and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, 35 like a trap. For it 

will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. 36 Be alert at all times, praying that you 

may have the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of 

Man." 

The Gospel of the Lord, 

Praise to you, O Christ 

 Sermon                                    Pastor John 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

 Hymn                                               “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” ELW#257 vs. 1, 2 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

and ransom captive Israel, 

that mourns in lonely exile here 

until the Son of God appear. 
 

Refrain 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

shall come to you, O Israel. 
 

O come, O Wisdom from on high, 

embracing all things far and nigh: 

in strength and beauty come and stay; 

teach us your will and guide our way.  Refrain 

 Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Köln, 1710; tr. composite 

 Text sts. 2, 6, 7 © 1997 Augsburg Fortress.   All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773  ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 



* Prayers of Intercession 

 Petition response      Leader: … Lord in your mercy,  

                                              hear our prayer.    

                       

  Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. 

  Wait for the Lord: be strong, take heart! 
 

   ELW#262 Wait for the Lord 

 Text: Taizé Community.  Text © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc.,  

 agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.  

   All rights reserved.  Reprinted with permission under  

   AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773  ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 

* Sharing the Peace 

The peace of the Lord be with you.   

And also with you. 

 Offering  [Invitation to support ongoing ministries of St. Stephen’s] 

* Offertory Response                         “As the Dark Awaits the Dawn” ELW #261 vs. 1, 2 

As the dark awaits the dawn, 

so we await your light. 

O Star of promise, scatter night,  

loving bright, loving bright, 

till shades of fear are gone. 
 

As the blue expectant hour 

before the silv'ring skies, 

we long to see your day arise, 

whole and wise, whole and wise, 

unto your holy dawn.  

 Text: Susan Palo Cherwien, b. 1953 

 Text © 1996 Susan Palo Cherwien, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

 Music: Carl F. Schalk, b. 1929.  All rights reserved.  Used by Permission 

   AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 

 Offertory Prayer 

God of our waiting and watching, 

we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives 

to the service of all your people. 

Prepare the way before us 

as we meet you in this simple meal, 

through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace. 

Amen. 

 Words of Institution 

 Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

   on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

   who trespass against us; 

 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

  forever and ever.   Amen. 



 Invitation to Communion 

Come to Christ’s banquet. 

Feast on God’s gift of grace. 

 

Please be seated. 

If you would like and are able to kneel, 

kneelers are available. 

 Communion is Received               

  The body of Christ, given for you 

  The blood of Christ, shed for you.   Amen. 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

Strengthens you and keeps you in his grace.  Amen. 

                                                           “My Lord, What a Morning” ELW#438 

Refrain 

My Lord, what a morning; 

my Lord, what a morning; 

oh, my Lord, what a morning, 

when the stars begin to fall. 
 

You will hear the trumpet sound, 

to wake the nations underground, 

looking to my God's right hand, 

when the stars begin to fall.  Refrain 
 

You will hear the sinner cry, 

to wake the nations underground, 

looking to my God's right hand, 

when the stars begin to fall.  Refrain 
 

You will hear the Christian shout, 

to wake the nations underground, 

looking to my God's right hand, 

when the stars begin to fall.  Refrain 

 Text: African American spiritual 

 Music: African American spiritual 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773.  Public Domain. 

 Prayer after Communion 

Most High God, 

you have come among us at this table. 

By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word, 

sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, 

through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest. 

Amen. 

WE GO INTO THE WORLD 

 Blessing 

The God of hope 

fill us with all joy and peace in believing, 

so that we may abound in hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

through Christ Jesus for whom we wait. 

Amen. 



◙ 

 Hymn                                                    “Fling Wide the Door” ELW #259 vs. 1, 2 

Fling wide the door, unbar the gate; 

the King of glory comes in state; 

the Lord of lords and King of kings, 

the Savior of the world who brings 

his great salvation to the earth. 

So raise a shout of holy mirth 

and praise our God and Lord, 

Creator, Spirit, Word. 
 

He is the rock of our belief, 

the heart of mercy's gentle self. 

His kingly crown is holiness; 

his scepter is his loveliness; 

he brings our sorrows to an end. 

Now gladly praise our king and friend, 

and worship him with song 

for saving us from wrong. 

 

 Text: Georg Weissel, 1590-1635; tr. Gracia Grindal, b. 1943 

 Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

 Music: J. A. Freylinghausen, Geistreiches Gesangbuch, 1704; arr. Hymnal version 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission.  AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 

 ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 

* Dismissal 

Go in peace.  Christ is near. 

Thanks be to God. 

* Postlude                                                  “Fling Wide the Door” ELW #259 
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Jesus said …   

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer.” 
 

Please include the following people in your prayers this week:  

Philip Dahl, Bryon Dockter, Diane Johnson, Bev Kirk, Merwin Perkins,  

Laura Walsh (Snider), Oliver Gibson (Tim and Janet Gibson),  

Richard Morton (Snider). 
 

Each week different families will be included in special prayers.  

Please hold in your prayers:   

Andy and Sara Ruff, Lynda Dropik, 

Dean, Beth, Joel, Ryan and Nathan Hostager 

Anthony, Kelly, James and Daniel Meyers 

Mike, Jodi and Allison Willwerscheid 
 

Each week different missions that St. Stephen’s support through our  

Sunday offerings. This week we offer prayers for  
 

Walk to End Hunger 

a family-friendly fun walk that takes place 

every Thanksgiving at the Mall of America. 

One of the beneficiaries is our Neighbors Inc. food shelf.   

A great way to start your holiday off right— 

giving back before you give thanks. 
 

We also offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ  

in the villages of Iwonde and Ihimbo, Tanzania. 
 

We pray for residents and staff of group homes and care facilities,  

and all healthcare workers. 
 

We pray also for those away from home serving in the military:  

Tim Anderson, Ben Appenzeller, Nick Appenzeller, Jeremy Eittreim,  

Matthew Eittreim, Zachary Ericson, Sam Gieser, Troy Hoban, Tricia Howe,  

Adam Kenny, Nick Lane, Peter D. J. McKenzie, Donald McKenzie,  

Christopher Meyers, Gene Morton, Sam Paton, Andrew Reed,  

Lindsey Willwerscheid. (Please help us keep our military member  

listing up to date. Thank you.) 

 

St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that  

this list is placed inside everyone’s Bible or devotional material.  All prayer requests will  

be listed for three weeks.  Please contact the church office if additional time is needed. 


