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Come now, O God of Love … O Prince of Peace … O Comforter Spirit …  

and reconcile your people.  

      

In this Season of Advent filled with anticipation, expectation, and hope we reflect, 

search and prepare for the celebration of the Nativity of Christ at Christmas, and 

Christ’s return. The season of Advent in the modern church sees the “coming of 

Christ” from three perspectives, the physical birth of Christ in Bethlehem [Christ has 

come]; the reception of Christ in the heart of the Believer [Christ is here]; and the 

apocalyptic second coming of Christ [Christ shall come again]. So, our salvation is 

nearer now than when we first believed. Romans 13:11 
 

In worship, we are called into song by the flute and piano with soaring melodies  

that grab our attention, while the bass and percussion marks our pace and rhythm 

on this journey. Our song leaders invite us in to commune with the God of Love, the 

Prince of Peace and the Comforter Spirit. The tone is quiet and peaceful. The song is 

reflective and pensive. The repetition is intentional and centering. We wait … and, 

we open ourselves to hear His voice, feel His touch and bask in His presence as we 

journey through this Advent on our way to the manger in Bethlehem. While we don’t 

always recognize it, the parallel between and the juxtaposition of Advent/Christmas 

as the journey to the Manger and Lent/Holy Week as the journey to the Cross speaks 

profoundly to us in scripture on Christ’s comings. At times it’s almost unfathomable 

to take in. 
 

We light the Advent wreath and pray Christ be our Light, shine in our hearts and 

break through the darkness. We humble ourselves, confront and confess our sins, and 

are absolved of our weaknesses and failures having plead and sung Lord, have mercy, 

Christ have mercy, Lord, have mercy. We hear, dwell over and learn of the holy words 

of our faith, [from the Books of Isaiah, the Psalms and the Gospel of Matthew].   

These words long preserved and handed down to this age for our walk in this world. 

We sing of being in the river, covered by the water of life, healed, restored and  

renewed.  Then we celebrate as we are fed and nourished by the body and blood of our 

risen, Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
    

May your Advent journey and arrival to the Manger be filled with hope, peace, 

love and joy.  Blessings!       

 

Bryon Dockter 

Director of Worship 

Welcome to the Season of Advent at St. Stephen’s 



WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP 

 Prelude                               

 Welcome 

 Temple Talk 

 Singing Bowl 

Silence is kept for reflection  

 Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

  Responsive Litany First Sunday—Hope For Those Who Wait 

Advent is a time for the human heart to wait,  

while trusting God’s eternal time. 

How long, O LORD, how long? 

For those waiting for answered prayer: 

Grant your steadfast patience. 

For those waiting in the face of uncertainty: 

Grant unshakable confidence in your sovereign provision. 

For those waiting for justice and mercy to reign: 

Grant a glimpse of your glory in our wounded world. 

For all of us waiting for God’s kingdom to come: 

Grant that we might have the peace of Christ as we wait,  

the love of Christ as we act, and the grace of Christ as we speak. 
 

This morning we light the first candle which reminds us that throughout history,  

God’s people have spent time waiting, wandering and wondering about the timing of God’s eternal 

plan. Like the people of old, we long for God’s presence to illuminate the areas of life where we are 

called to wait. This morning we echo the words of the Psalmist, “Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let 

your heart take courage; wait for the LORD!” (Psalm 27:14) 

Chorus 

Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts. 

Shine through the darkness. 

Christ, be our light! 

Shine in your church gathered today. 

Christ, be our light! 
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The new church year begins with a wake-up call: Christ is coming soon! In today’s readings both Paul and Je-
sus challenge us to wake from sleep, for we know neither the day nor hour of the Lord’s coming. Isaiah pro-
claims the day when God will gather all people on the holy mountain and there will be no more war or suffer-
ing. Though we vigilantly watch for the promised day of salvation, we wait for what we already have: Christ 
comes among us this day as the word and meal that strengthens our faith in the promises of God. [Reprinted with 

permission: Sunday and Seasons © 2022 Augsburg Fortress] 



 Prayer 

God of all creation, we declare that you are the Eternal One.   

We confess to you, O LORD, that we easily grow impatient,  

when your word to us is to wait. Ignite within us a new and everlasting hope.  

We pray this in the name of Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
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WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP 

* Gathering Hymn                                   “Soon and Very Soon” ELW #439 

Soon and very soon 

We are going to see the King 

Soon and very soon 

We are going to see the King 

Soon and very soon 

We are going to see the King 
 

Chorus 

Hallelujah hallelujah 

We're going to see the King! 
 

No more crying there 

We are going to see the King… Chorus 
 

No more dying there 

We are going to see the King…Chorus 
 

Soon and very soon 

We are going to see the King...Chorus 

 CCLI Song # 11249  Andraé Crouch 

 © 1971 Bud John Songs, Inc. (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 

 Crouch Music Corp. (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 

 `For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

 CCLI License #1664009 #20540802 

* Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 



* Canticle/Kyrie                                         “Lord, Have Mercy” Merkel 

Jesus I've forgotten the words that You have spoken 

Promises that burned within my heart have now grown dim 

With a doubting heart I follow the paths of earthly wisdom 

Forgive me for my unbelief, renew the fire again 

 

Chorus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

I have built an altar where I've worshipped things of man 

I have taken journeys that have drawn me far from You 

Now I am returning to Your mercies ever flowing 

Pardon my transgressions, help me love You again  [Chorus] 
 

I have longed to know You and all Your tender mercies 

Like a river of forgiveness ever flowing without end 

So I bow my heart before You in the goodness of Your presence 

Your grace forever shining, like a beacon in the night [Chorus x 2] 
 

  CCLI Song # 2989578 Steve Merkel. 2000 Integrity's Hosanna! Music (Admin. by Integrity Music) 

  For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

  CCLI License # 1664009 

* Absolution 

People of God, 

a new thing is growing in our midst, 

a tender branch, 

a living sign. 

By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. 

You have put on ☩ Christ, 

and your sins have been washed away. 

Rejoice in the way of the Lord. 

Amen. 

* Prayer of the Day 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come.  

By your merciful protection  

save us from the threatening dangers of our sins,  

and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation,  

for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and forever.   

Amen.  

us. 



WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 

 First Lesson  Isaiah 2:1-5 

1 The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.  

2 In days to come 

 the mountain of the LORD's house  

shall be established as the highest of the mountains,  

 and shall be raised above the hills;  

all the nations shall stream to it.  

 3 Many peoples shall come and say,  

"Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD,  

 to the house of the God of Jacob; 

that he may teach us his ways  

 and that we may walk in his paths."  

For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,  

 and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.  

4 He shall judge between the nations,  

 and shall arbitrate for many peoples;  

they shall beat their swords into plowshares,  

 and their spears into pruning hooks;  

nation shall not lift up sword against nation,  

 neither shall they learn war any more. 

5 O house of Jacob,  

 come, let us walk  

 in the light of the LORD! 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 Responsive Psalm  Psalm 122 

I was glad when they said to me,  

 "Let us go to the house of the LORD!" 

Our feet are standing  

 within your gates, O Jerusalem. 

Jerusalem—built as a city  

 that is bound firmly together. 

To it the tribes go up,  

 the tribes of the LORD,  

as was decreed for Israel,  

 to give thanks to the name of the LORD. 

For there the thrones for judgment were set up,  

 the thrones of the house of David. 

Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: 

 "May they prosper who love you. 

Peace be within your walls,  

 and security within your towers." 

For the sake of my relatives and friends  

 I will say, "Peace be within you." 

For the sake of the house of the LORD our God,  

 I will seek your good. 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God 

* Gospel Acclamation                         “Come Now, O Prince of Peace” ELW #247 vs. 1 

Come now, O Prince of peace, make us one body. 

Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile your people. 

 Text and music: Geon-yong Lee, b. 1947; tr. Marion Pope 

 Text © Geonyong Lee.. All rights reserved. Used by permission.  

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 

 



The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

* Gospel  Matthew 24:36-44 

Jesus said … "But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, 

but only the Father. 37 For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38 For 

as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, un-

til the day Noah entered the ark, 39 and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all 

away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. 40 Then two will be in the field; one will be taken 

and one will be left. 41 Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be 

left. 42 Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43 But under-

stand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he 

would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. 44 Therefore you also must 

be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour. 

The Gospel of the Lord, 

   Praise to you, O Christ 

 Sermon                                 Pastor Tim 

 Hymn of the Day                                           “Ancient Words” Deshazo 

Holy words long preserved  

for our walk in this world, 

They resound with God's own heart  

Oh, let the ancient words impart. 
 

Words of life words of hope 

Give us strength, help us cope 

In this world, where'er we roam 

Ancient words will guide us Home 

 

Chorus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy words of our faith 

Handed down to this age. 

Came to us through sacrifice 

O heed the faithful words of Christ. [Chorus x 2] 

 CCLI Song # 2986399 Lynn DeShazo 

 © 2001 Integrity's Hosanna! Music (Admin. by Integrity Music) 

 For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

 CCLI License # 1664009 

 
 

 



 WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

* Apostles’ Creed 

With the whole church, let us confess our faith, 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

* Prayers of Intercession 

 Petition response      Leader: … Lord in your mercy,  

                                                         hear our prayer. 

* Sharing the Peace 

The peace of the Lord be with you.   

And also with you. 

 Offering  [Invitation to support ongoing ministries of St. Stephen’s] 

* Offertory Response                             “I Can Hear Your Voice” Smith, Smith & Smith 

Chorus 

I'm in the river that flows from Your throne 

Water of life, Water of life 

It covers me and I breathe again 

Your love is breath to my soul 
 

I can hear Your voice as You sing over me 

It's Your song of hope breathing life into me 

I can feel Your touch as I come close to You 

And it heals my heart, You restore and renew. 
 

I can feel Your touch as I come close to You 

And it heals my heart, You restore and renew. 
 

 CCLI Song # 3926011 Deborah D. Smith | Michael W. Smith | Whitney Smith 
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* Offertory Prayer 

Eternal God, 

you make the desert bloom 

and send springs of water to thirsty ground. 

Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, 

and make us messengers of your mercy and love 

for all in need of your healing and justice. 

We ask this through Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 



* Great Thanksgiving ELW Page 152 

 (Spoken) 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

* Words of Institution 

* Lord’s Prayer  ELW Page 154 

 Our Father, who art in heaven,  

  hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come,  

  thy will be done, 

   on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those 

   who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom,  

  and the power, and the glory, 

  forever and ever.  Amen. 

* Invitation to Communion 

 During Advent Communion will be received at the altar rail. 

Be strong, do not fear! 

Here is your God, who has come to save you. 

 Distribution 

The body of Christ, given for you 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

 Communion Hymn                             “My Lord, What a Morning” ELW #438 

Refrain 

My Lord, what a morning; 

my Lord, what a morning; 

oh, my Lord, what a morning, 

when the stars begin to fall. 
 

You will hear the trumpet sound, 

to wake the nations underground, 

looking to my God's right hand, 

when the stars begin to fall.  Refrain 

 

You will hear the sinner cry, 

to wake the nations underground, 

looking to my God's right hand, 

when the stars begin to fall.  Refrain 
 

You will hear the Christian shout, 

to wake the nations underground, 

looking to my God's right hand, 

when the stars begin to fall.  Refrain 

 Text and Music: African American spiritual 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission.  

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. Public Domain 



◙ 

* Communion Blessing 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

Strengthens you and keeps you in his grace.   

Amen. 

* Prayer after Communion 

Faithful God, 

in this meal you have remembered your mercy, 

bringing heaven to earth in the body and blood of Christ. 

As we wait for the day when all your promises will be fulfilled, 

sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. 

Guide us toward your promised future, 

coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

WE GO INTO THE WORLD 

* Blessing 

God the eternal Word, 

who dwells with us in Jesus, 

and who holds us in the grace of the Holy Spirit, 

☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

* Sending Hymn                                        “The King Shall Come” ELW #260 vs. 1, 4, 5 

The King shall come when morning dawns 

and light triumphant breaks, 

when beauty gilds the eastern hills 

and life to joy awakes. 
 

Oh, brighter than that glorious morn 

shall dawn upon our race 

the day when Christ in splendor comes, 

and we shall see his face. 
 

The King shall come when morning dawns 

and light and beauty brings. 

Hail, Christ the Lord! Your people pray: 

come quickly, King of kings. 

 Text: John Brownlie, 1859-1925 

 Music: A. Davisson, Kentucky Harmony, 1816; arr. Theodore A. Beck, 1929-2003 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission.  
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* Dismissal 

Go in peace. Christ is near. 

Thanks be to God. 

* Postlude         



Jesus said …   
 

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer” 
     Please include the following people in your prayers this week:  

Rich Rabanus, Joyce Johnson, Barbara Brutger, Gerrit Lamain, Paula Goetzke, 

Dorrie Trombley, Laura Walsh (Snider), Katherine Lansing (Brunkow), 

Theresa Lopez, Larry Lafountaine. 
 

Each week different families will be included in special prayers.  

Please hold in your prayers:   

Anne Pfankuch and Mark Spurr, Yvonne Roe, 

Anthony, Debbie and TJ Pirkl, Ron Nelson, 

Anthony, Kelly, James and Daniel Meyers. 
 

Each week different missions that St. Stephen’s support through our  

Sunday offerings. This week we offer prayers for  

Minnesota Council of Churches 

our partner in living out unity in faith in the community through connecting,  

engaging and renewing partnerships. 

  

We also offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ  

in the villages of Iwonde and Ihimbo, Tanzania. 
 

We pray also for those away from home serving in the military:  

Tim Anderson, Ben Appenzeller, Nick Appenzeller, Jeremy Eittreim,  

Matthew Eittreim, Zachary Ericson, Sam Gieser, Troy Hoban, Tricia Howe,  

Adam Kenny, Nick Lane, Peter D. J. McKenzie, Donald McKenzie, Christopher Meyers,  

Gene Morton, Sam Paton, Andrew Reed, Lindsey Willwerscheid. 

 

St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that  

this list is placed inside everyone’s Bible or devotional material.  All prayer requests will  

 

We offer our deepest and most sincere condolences 

to Mary Jo Martinek and Family on the recent death of her sister, 

Linda Fleming.  Funeral services will be held out of state. 

 

In the midst of sorrow may all find comfort in  

God’s promise of life everlasting.   



Warm Winter Clothes  
Winter is here and there are kids in our neighborhood  

who need help staying warm. Last year our congregation  

collected warm winter gear for elementary students at  

Garlough and Moreland schools.  We want to help again  

this year.  Moreland, especially, has a lot of needs.  Their  

family support worker tells us "We have several families that 

we work with who are experiencing homelessness and living  

in a shelter, their car, spare room, etc."  
 

We will collect winter clothing now through the end of  

December in the Narthex.  The students are in grades K 

through 4 grades. 
 

 

Winter Clothing Drive Wish List Below 
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Today’s Service Notes 
 

This service is being video recorded, live-streamed 

and archived on our Facebook page. 
 

It will also be available on Townsquare Comcast TV Channel 15 

Please check their schedule for viewing times 

https://www.townsquare.tv/tv-schedules/ch15 
 

* in bulletin indicates when Congregation should stand. 

Bold text indicates Congregation Responses.   
 

St. Stephen’s Safety Committee encourages all who are eligible to receive their COVID 

boosters and flu shots.  This is our best chance to create a safe environment for all at St. 

Stephen’s and in the community.  In addition, the current policy of St. Stephen’s is masks 

are optional for everyone, clergy and singers included.  However if you feel more  

comfortable wearing a mask, please know we welcome you to do so. 
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