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Here's something to get you thinking about TODAY’s Sermon ... 

In today's Gospel reading, Jesus teaches that in the days before he returns life will be going on normally with 

people eating, drinking, working and getting married as usual.  But just last week he was talking about a time to 

come with wars, earthquakes, persecution and plagues! Well... is it one, or the other? Is it both somehow? Or 

does one come before the other, and if that's the case, which one comes first? It's confusing, and not just a little 

disquieting to boot. And yet... It can be a helpful reminder that there's always a lot of stuff we don't understand, 

and that we don't know what the future will bring. What we do know is who has the future in his hands. And we 

do know that he has instructed us to be "ready," and not to be afraid. This Sunday, let's all remember together 

what it means to be ready, and why we have no need for fear, whatever the future may hold."  

We are truly God’s love in Action here at St. Stephen’s.  Hopefully everyone has received in the mail a letter 

and intention card for our 2023 Stewardship campaign - Connections in Action!  If you have not, please  

contact the church office or anyone on the Stewardship Team and we’ll be sure we get the materials to 

you. Thank you for prayerfully considering how you wish to participate in the ministries of St Stephen’s in the 

coming year.  A special thank you to all that have already turned in your Intention cards.  Let’s continue to 

put our Connections in Action for God, each other and the world! 

Grief Support Group  

Saturdays, 10-11:30am 

beginning Dec. 3rd 
 

Surviving the Holidays— 

Navigating Grief.  
 

Janet Gibson, Christian  

Counselor, has offered to facilitate  

a five session grief support group December 3, 10, 

17, 31 and January 7 in the lounge.  This will be a  

5-week commitment for all who wish to participate. 
 

Join Janet as she facilitates group discussion  

working together to figure out … 
 

 Why Holidays are Hard. 

 Why I Feel So Alone. 

 How to Understand My Heart as a Key. 

 How to Make Wise Choices. 

 How to include my Loved One in this Holiday. 

 Getting to know the Ultimate Grief Expert in a 

New Way. 
 

 If you are interested in joining this group, please 

sign up at the Connection Center or by calling the 

church office at 651-457-6541.  If you have  

questions regarding this group - please call Janet  

at 612-269-7977 and leave a message—she will  

respond to your voice mail as soon as she is able.  
 

All are welcomed and encouraged to take  

advantage of this wonderful opportunity. 

Advent Reverse Calendar—Join in the fun 
 

Last year’s “Reverse Advent Calendar” project was 

so well received by all that we are going to repeat 

again this year.  How does it work?  Normally,  

Advent calendars count down the days until  

Christmas by providing a treat each day until  

Christmas.  Please join our Faith Formation students 

by doing the reverse—giving vs. receiving.  Here’s 

how:  find a empty box and each day place a 

food item in the box then on Christmas Eve bring 

your box to the St Stephen’s manger on your way to 

worship.  It’s as simple as that.  All items collected 

will be donated to the Neighbor’s Inc. Food Shelf.  If 

you need inspiration as to what types of thing to put 

in your box.  Sample Reverse Advent Calendars 

can be found at the Connection Center.  Note: The 

suggested items may not match the items shared 

with the Faith Formation students.  All items are wel-

comed! 

 

Another fun way to help the Food Shelf …. 

Farm Fresh Eggs For Neighbor’s, Inc. 

Linda and Chris Becker’s chickens want to help 

Neighbors as well!  Their eggs are available for a 

donation of your choice.  All proceeds go to  

Neighbor’s Inc.  Please be generous, the chickens 

want to make a real difference!  (Average local 

price starts near $5.00 a dozen.) Linda can be 

reached by phone at 651-402-2836. 



We meet every other Friday at  
Gallagher’s 

888 Ohio Street, West St Paul 
 

Join us Friday 

December 2 | 8-9 a.m.  
 

All Men are welcome and 

encouraged to attend. 

 

MEN’S  
BREAKFAST 

 

 

   ● faith ● food ● fellowship  

PLEASE NOTE: Links included in this document are not active—

watch for a separate email in a new format from MailChimp that 

contains resources available and active links all in one handy  

document.  With this new format you will also be able to  

unsubscribe to the resources email if you do not find it helpful. 

Thank You for your Support! 
 

By Mail  |  Online thru St Stephen’s website  |  GIVE+Text (Text 844-907-2702)  |  Vanco Mobile App 
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Winter is here! The St. Stephen’s Safety Committee encourages all who are eligible 

 to receive their COVID-19 boosters and flu shots. This is our best chance to create a safe environment 

for all at St. Stephen’s and in the community.  Check in with your health care provider or pharmacy 

to find out how and when you can get your COVID-19 booster or flu shot.  Love thy neighbor, love thyself!   

Open Forum | 10:30-11:20 a.m. in the Lounge.   

We will not be offering an Open Forum today but encourage everyone to participate in time together in  

Fellowship Hall.  We’ll be back next Sunday, December 4th. 

 

 

 Sunday, December 4th.  

 Join Pastor John  in the sanctuary  

 for an explanation  of the stained  

 glass windows.  

 

On December 10th Pastor 

Tim will introduce us to  

Stephen, our Name Sake 

and the first Christian  

Martyr. 

Warm Winter Clothes  

Winter is coming and there are kids in our 

neighborhood who need help staying warm. 

Last year our congregation collected warm 

winter gear for elementary students at Gar-

lough and Moreland schools.  We want to 

help again this year.  Moreland, especially, 

has a lot of needs.  Their family support  

worker tells us "We have several families that 

we work with who are experiencing home-

lessness and living in a shelter, their car, spare room, etc."  
 

We will collect winter clothing now through December in the  

Narthex. The students are in grades K through 4.  See bulletin for 

needs and sizes. Thank you for helping our neighborhood students.  

FIRST  
SATURDAY 

OF THE 
MONTH Ÿ 
9-11AM 

This is a stay and play opportunity for families with young children!  

Bring your kids to play in the Noreen Center gym (park in the Went-

worth parking lot and follow the sidewalk to the Noreen Center) - 

stay for coffee and conversation with other parents and leave 

whenever you need to. Questions about the program can be  

directed to Tracy Westman.  See you on December 3rd! 

 

Contemplative Prayer  

and Study 
Wednesday, December 7 
 

We meet the first Wednesday of 

every month at 7:15 p.m. via 

Zoom.  Our book for the year is 

“The Wild Land Within: 

Cultivating Wholeness 

through Spiritual Prac-

tice.” by Lisa Colón  

Delay.  These studies 

and practices bring  

renewal to our spiritual 

lives and therefore to all of our 

lives!  
 

If possible please read Chapter 4: 

Chasms Within: Naming Our 

Wounds before we meet.   

ZOOM ROOM 2 ID#894-3514-0057  

Password 55118 or Direct Access: 

bit.ly/SSLC-Room2.   
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SAVE THE DATE … Our Fellowship Committee Elves are in the  

planning stages of a holiday event on Sunday, December 18th  

during Fellowship Hour.  Rumor has it that it will include egg nog,  

potluck of favorite holiday baked goods and the perfect time to 

wear your “beautiful in the eye of the beholder” Christmas sweater. 


