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St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
Thanksgiving Eve
Worship Service with Holy Communion

WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP
Prelude

Fantasia on “We Praise You, O God”
ELW#870

arr. Jan Zwart
1877-1937

Welcome
* Singing Bowl
Silence is kept for reflection.

* Thanksgiving Prayer of Confession/Call to Worship
Unclutter our lives, Lord
we have so much,
consume so much,
and expect so much.
Grant us perspective;
to see your world,
recognizing you in the midst of it all.
Grant us compassion;
where there is need, to play our part,
to turn towards rather than turn away.
Grant us gratitude
for your presence in what we have,
In our daily bread, in the gift of life.
Unclutter our lives, Lord,
give us space, simplicity, and thankful hearts.
May we pour ourselves out for our neighbor.
Adapted from
“Unclutter Our Lives” by John Birch
© 2020 John C. Birch—faithandworship.com
Used with permission

WE GIVE OUR PRAISE
Hymn
“For the Beauty of the Earth”
For the beauty of the earth,
for the beauty of the skies,
for the love which from our birth
over and around us lies:
Refrain
Christ, our God, to thee we raise
this our sacrifice of praise.

ELW #879 vs. 1, 2, 5

For the wonder of each hour
of the day and of the night,
hill and vale and tree and flow'r,
sun and moon and stars of light: Refrain
For each perfect gift of thine,
peace on earth and joy in heav'n;
for thyself, best gift divine,
to our world so freely giv'n: Refrain
Text: Folliott S. Pierpoint, 1835-1917, alt.
Music: Conrad Kocher, 1786-1872
All rights reserved. Used by permission
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 Public Domain

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Hymn of Praise
“This is the Feast of Victory”
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia.

ELW Page 149

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
whose blood set us free to be people of God.
Power and riches and wisdom and strength,
and honor and blessing and glory are his.
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia.
Sing with all the people of God
and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing and honor and glory and might
be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
This is the feast of victory for our God,
for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.
Alleluia. Alleluia.
Prayer of the Day
Almighty God our Father,
your generous goodness comes to us
new every day.
By the work of your Spirit
lead us to acknowledge your goodness,
give thanks for your benefits,
and serve you in willing obedience,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
First Reading
Joel 2:21-27
21 Do not fear, O soil; be glad and rejoice, for the LORD has done great things! 22 Do not fear, you animals of the field, for the pastures of the wilderness are green; the tree bears its fruit, the fig tree and
vine give their full yield. 23 O children of Zion, be glad and
rejoice in the LORD your God; for he has given the early rain for your vindication, he has poured down
for you abundant rain, the early and the later rain, as before. 24 The threshing floors shall be full of
grain, the vats shall overflow with wine and oil. 25 I will repay you for the years that the swarming locust has eaten, the hopper, the destroyer, and the cutter, my great army, which I sent against you.
26 You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, and praise the name of the LORD your God, who has dealt
wondrously with you. And my people shall never again be put to shame. 27 You shall know that I am
in the midst of Israel, and that I, the LORD, am your God and there is no other. And my people shall
never again be put to shame.
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God

Reading from the Psalms
Psalm 126
When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion,
we were like those who dream.
Then our mouth was filled with laughter,
and our tongue with shouts of joy;
then it was said among the nations,
"The LORD has done great things for them.”
The LORD has done great things for us,
and we rejoiced.
Restore our fortunes, O LORD,
like the watercourses in the Negeb.
May those who sow in tears
reap with shouts of joy.
Those who go out weeping,
bearing the seed for sowing,
shall come home with shouts of joy,
carrying their sheaves.
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God
Second Reading
1 Timothy 2:1-7
1 First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for
everyone, 2 for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life
in all godliness and dignity. 3 This is right and is acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 4 who desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 5 For there is one God; there is
also one mediator between God and humankind, Christ Jesus, himself human, 6 who gave himself a
ransom for all —this was attested at the right time. 7 For this I was appointed a herald and an apostle
(I am telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.
* Gospel Acclamation
ELW Page 151
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia.
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew,
Glory to you, O Lord
* Gospel
Matthew 6:25-33
Jesus said … 25 "Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will
drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than
clothing? 26 Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your
heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? 27 And can any of you by worrying
add a single hour to your span of life? 28 And why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of
the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, 29 yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was
not clothed like one of these. 30 But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive
today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith?
31 Therefore do not worry, saying, 'What will we eat?' or 'What will we drink?' or 'What will we wear?'
32 For it is the Gentiles who strive for all these things; and indeed your heavenly Father knows that
you need all these things. 33 But strive first for the
kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.
The Gospel of the Lord,
Praise to you, O Christ
Sermon
Pastor Tim

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD
Hymn

“Come, Ye Thankful People, Come”

ELW#693 vs. 1, 2, 4

Come, ye thankful people, come;
raise the song of harvest home.
All be safely gathered in
ere the winter storms begin.
God, our maker, doth provide
for our wants to be supplied.
Come to God's own temple, come,
raise the song of harvest home.
All the world is God's own field,
fruit unto his praise to yield;
wheat and tares together sown,
unto joy or sorrow grown.
First the blade, and then the ear,
then the full corn shall appear.
Lord of harvest, grant that we
wholesome grain and pure may be.
Even so, Lord, quickly come
to thy final harvest home.
Gather then thy people in,
free from sorrow, free from sin,
there, forever purified,
in thy garner to abide.
Come, with all thine angels, come,
raise the glorious harvest home!
Text: Henry Alford, 1810-1871, alt.
Music: George J. Elvey, 1816-1893
All rights reserved. Used by permission
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 Public Domain

* Prayers of Intercession
Petition response
Leader: … Lord in your mercy,

hear our prayer.
* Sharing the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Offering [Invitation to support ongoing ministries of St. Stephen’s]
* Offertory Response
“The Numberless Gifts of God’s Mercies”
The numberless gifts of God's mercies
my tongue cannot fathom or tell.
Like dew that appears in the morning,
they come to us shining and full.
The numberless gifts of God's mercies,
my tongue cannot fathom or tell.

ELW #683 vs. 1, 3

I'll never count all of God's mercies,
but oh, I can give God my praise
for all of that love, my thanksgiving
and love to the end of my days.
I'll never count all of God's mercies,
but oh, I can give God my praise!
Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903; tr. Gracia Grindal, b. 1943
Text © 1993 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. www.selahpub.com.
Music: Albert Lindström, 1853-1955. All rights reserved. Used by Permission
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364
CCLI #1664009 #20540802

Offertory Prayer
Holy God,
the earth is yours and everything in it,
yet you have chosen to dwell among your creatures.
Come among us now in these gifts of bread and wine,
and strengthen us to be your body for the world
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Words of Institution
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
Invitation to Communion
A feast of love is offered here
for you and for all.
Communion is Received
The body of Christ, given for you
The blood of Christ, shed for you.

Amen.

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
Strengthens you and keeps you in his grace. Amen.
Prayer after Communion
Blessed Jesus,
at this table, you have been for us both host and meal.
Now send us forth to extend our tables
and to share your gifts
until that day when all feast together
at your heavenly banquet.
Amen.

WE GO INTO THE WORLD
Blessing
God, the beginning and the end,
who has written your name in the book of life,
☩ bless and keep you in grace and peace
from this time forth and forevermore.
Amen.
Hymn
“Let All Things Now Living”
Let all things now living
a song of thanksgiving
to God the creator triumphantly raise,
who fashioned and made us,
protected and stayed us,
who still guides us on to the end of our days.
God's banners are o'er us,
God's light goes before us,
a pillar of fire shining forth in the night,

ELW #881

till shadows have vanished
and darkness is banished,
as forward we travel from light into light.
God rules all the forces:
the stars in their courses
and sun in its orbit obediently shine;
the hills and the mountains,
the rivers and fountains,
the deeps of the ocean proclaim God divine.
We too should be voicing
our love and rejoicing;
with glad adoration a song let us raise
till all things now living
unite in thanksgiving:
"To God in the highest, hosanna and praise!"
Text: Katherine K. Davis, 1892-1980, alt.
Text © 1939, 1966 E.C. Schirmer Music Company
Music: Welsh folk tune All rights reserved. Used by Permission
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364
CCLI #1664009 #20540802

* Dismissal
Led on by the saints before us,
go in peace to serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
* Postlude

“Now Thank We All Our God”
◙

Johann Sebastian Bach
arr. Gerrit W. Lamain

Jesus said …

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer.”
Please include the following people in your prayers this week:
Philip Dahl, Diane Johnson, Bev Kirk, Merwin Perkins,
Laura Walsh (Snider), Oliver Gibson (Tim and Janet Gibson),
Richard Morton (Snider).
Each week different families will be included in special prayers.
Please hold in your prayers:
Harlan and Joyce Rosvold, Gary and Tracy Westman
Dave, Stacy, Kally and Ellie Dreelan
Lowell, Margaret, Sam and Georgia Meyer
Each week different missions that St. Stephen’s support through our
Sunday offerings. This week we offer prayers for
Meals on Wheels
Fueled by a commitment to address senior hunger and isolation,
they basic support that seniors need to maintain their health and independence
in our community and virtually every other community in America.
We also offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ
in the villages of Iwonde and Ihimbo, Tanzania.
We pray for residents and staff of group homes and care facilities,
and all healthcare workers.
We pray also for those away from home serving in the military:
Tim Anderson, Ben Appenzeller, Nick Appenzeller, Jeremy Eittreim,
Matthew Eittreim, Zachary Ericson, Sam Gieser, Troy Hoban, Tricia Howe,
Adam Kenny, Nick Lane, Peter D. J. McKenzie, Donald McKenzie,
Christopher Meyers, Gene Morton, Sam Paton, Andrew Reed,
Lindsey Willwerscheid. (Please help us keep our military member
listing up to date. Thank you.)
St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that
this list is placed inside everyone’s Bible or devotional material. All prayer requests will
be listed for three weeks. Please contact the church office if additional time is needed.

Leaders in Today’s Service
Pastor ................................................................................ The Rev. Tim Thompson, Ph.D
Lay Liturgist .................................................................................................... Debbie Pirkl
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Song Leaders ..........Mary Jo Martinek, Chris Martinek, Hannah Ruikka, Garrett Masters
Lectors............................................................ Jessica Donahue, Jim Packer, Kathy Packer
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Audio Visual Ministry ........................................................ Norm Goetzke, Jenny Van Pelt
Altar Guild ................................................................................................Mary Jo Martinek
Prayer Chain .......... Rachel Circle, Mary Circle, Kathy Ericson, Abby Vavra, Janet Gibson
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