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Welcome to worship at St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 

Tonight we are celebrating the Eve of Thanksgiving Day.   
 

We gather celebrating another year of abundance and blessings  

 … in riches and physical sustenance that exceed our needs of nourishment, 

  shelter and warmth, clean air and water 

 … in the blessings of belonging to a community of friends and family  

  that hold us when we are in need, and surprise us when we don’t 

  think we are 

  ... for faith and belief in a God through whom all things are possible, 

   including our physical sustenance and belonging.  
 

May we tonight and every night, enter God’s gates with thanksgiving,  

and rejoice and dwell on everything worthy of praise. Amen 
 

Bryon Dockter 

Director of Worship 



WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP 

 Prelude                                                  “We Gather Together” arr. Jan Zwart 

                                                                    1877-1937 

 Welcome 

* Singing Bowl   

 Silence is kept for reflection. 

* Thanksgiving Prayer of Confession/Call to Worship 

 

Unclutter our lives, Lord 

we have so much, 

consume so much, 

and expect so much. 
 

Grant us perspective; 

to see your world,  

recognizing you in the midst of it all. 
 

Grant us compassion; 

where there is need, to play our part, 

to turn towards rather than turn away. 
 

Grant us gratitude 

for your presence in what we have, 

In our daily bread, in the gift of life. 
 

Unclutter our lives, Lord, 

give us space, simplicity, and thankful hearts. 

May we pour ourselves out for our neighbor. 

 Adapted from 

 “Unclutter Our Lives” by John Birch 

 © 2020 John C. Birch—faithandworship.com 

 Used with permission 

 WE GIVE OUR PRAISE  

 Hymn                                          “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come” ELW #693 vs. 1, 2, 4 

Come, ye thankful people, come; 

raise the song of harvest home. 

All be safely gathered in 

ere the winter storms begin. 

God, our maker, doth provide 

for our wants to be supplied. 

Come to God's own temple, come, 

raise the song of harvest home. 
 

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 

Thanksgiving Eve 
Worship with Holy Communion 



All the world is God's own field, 

fruit unto his praise to yield; 

wheat and tares together sown, 

unto joy or sorrow grown. 

First the blade, and then the ear, 

then the full corn shall appear. 

Lord of harvest, grant that we 

wholesome grain and pure may be. 
 

Even so, Lord, quickly come 

to thy final harvest home. 

Gather then thy people in, 

free from sorrow, free from sin, 

there, forever purified, 

in thy garner to abide. 

Come, with all thine angels, come, 

raise the glorious harvest home! 

 Text: Henry Alford, 1810-1871, alt. 

 Music: George J. Elvey, 1816-1893 

  All rights reserved. Used by permission 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 Public Domain 

 Greeting   

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

* Kyrie                                                          ELW Page 147 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, 

Let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God. 

And for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 

Let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

Amen. 

* Hymn of Praise                        ELW Page 149 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia. 

 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 

whose blood set us free to be people of God. 

Power and riches and wisdom and strength, 

and honor and blessing and glory are his. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia. 
 

Sing with all the people of God 

and join in the hymn of all creation: 

Blessing and honor and glory and might 

be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 

This is the feast of victory for our God, 

for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. 

Alleluia. Alleluia. 



 Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God our Father, 

your generous goodness comes to us 

new every day.  

By the work of your Spirit  

lead us to acknowledge your goodness,  

give thanks for your benefits,  

and serve you in willing obedience,  

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Amen. 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 

 First Reading  Deuteronomy 26:1-11 

1 When you have come into the land that the LORD your God is giving you as an inheritance to possess, 

and you possess it, and settle in it, 2 you shall take some of the first of all the fruit of the ground, 

which you harvest from the land that the LORD your God is giving you, and you shall put it in a basket 

and go to the place that the LORD your God will choose as a dwelling for his name. 3 You shall go to 

the priest who is in office at that time, and say to him, "Today I declare to the LORD your God that I 

have come into the land that the LORD swore to our ancestors to give us." 4 When the priest takes the 

basket from your hand and sets it down before the altar of the LORD your God, 5 you shall make this 

response before the LORD your God: "A wandering Aramean was my ancestor; he went down into Egypt 

and lived there as an alien, few in number, and there he became a great nation, mighty and populous. 

6 When the Egyptians treated us harshly and afflicted us, by imposing hard labor on us, 7 we cried to 

the LORD, the God of our ancestors; the LORD heard our voice and saw our affliction, our toil, and our 

oppression. 8 The LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with a 

terrifying display of power, and with signs and wonders; 9 and he brought us into this place and gave 

us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey. 10 So now I bring the first of the fruit of the ground 

that you, O LORD, have given me." You shall set it down before the LORD your God and bow down  

before the LORD your God. 11 Then you, together with the Levites and the aliens who reside among 

you, shall celebrate with all the bounty that the LORD your God has given to you and to your house. 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God 

 Reading from the Psalms  Psalm 100 

Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth.  

 Worship the LORD with gladness;  

 come into his presence with singing. 

Know that the LORD is God.  

 It is he that made us, and we are his;  

 we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving,  

 and his courts with praise.  

 Give thanks to him, bless his name. 

For the LORD is good;  

 his steadfast love endures forever,  

 and his faithfulness to all generations. 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God 

* Gospel Acclamation            ELW Page 151 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. 

Alleluia. 



The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, 

Glory to you, O Lord 

* Gospel  John 6:25-35 

25 When they found him on the other side of the sea, they said to him, "Rabbi, when did you come 

here?" 26 Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, you are looking for me, not because you saw 

signs, but because you ate your fill of the loaves. 27 Do not work for the food that perishes, but for 

the food that endures for eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For it is on him that God the 

Father has set his seal." 28 Then they said to him, "What must we do to perform the works of God?" 

29 Jesus answered them, "This is the work of God, that you believe in him whom he has sent." 30 So 

they said to him, "What sign are you going to give us then, so that we may see it and believe you? 

What work are you performing? 31 Our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written, 'He 

gave them bread from heaven to eat.'" 32 Then Jesus said to them, "Very truly, I tell you, it was not 

Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true bread from 

heaven. 33 For the bread of God is that which comes down from heaven and gives life to the world." 

34 They said to him, "Sir, give us this bread always." 35 Jesus said to them, "I am the bread of life.  

Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. 

The Gospel of the Lord, 

Praise to you, O Christ 

 Sermon                                    Pastor Tim 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

 Hymn                                              “All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly” ELW#461 

All who hunger gather gladly;  

holy manna is our bread. 

Come from wilderness and wand'ring.  

Here in truth we will be fed. 

You that yearn for days of fullness, 

all around us is our food. 

Taste and see the grace eternal. 

Taste and see that God is good. 
 

All who hunger, never strangers;  

seeker, be a welcome guest. 

Come from restlessness and roaming. 

Here in joy we keep the feast. 

We that once were lost and scattered 

in communion's love have stood. 

Taste and see the grace eternal. 

Taste and see that God is good. 
 

All who hunger, sing together, 

Jesus Christ is living bread. 

Come from loneliness and longing. 

Here in peace we have been fed. 

Blest are those who from this table 

live their days in gratitude. 

Taste and see the grace eternal. 

Taste and see that God is good. 

 Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955-1993. Text © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc.

 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358  

 Music: W. Moore, Columbian Harmony, 1825; arr. Hymnal version 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773, 

 ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 

 

* Prayers of Intercession 

 Petition response      Leader: … Lord in your mercy,  

                                              hear our prayer.    
                       

http://www.giamusic.com/


* Sharing the Peace 

The peace of the Lord be with you.   

And also with you. 

 Offering  [Invitation to support ongoing ministries of St. Stephen’s] 

* Offertory Response                                 “We Are an Offering” ELW #692 

We lift our voices, we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to you: 

we are an offering.  Lord, use our voices, Lord, use our hands, 

Lord, use our lives, they are yours: we are an offering. 

All that we have, all that we are, all that we hope to be, 

we give to you, we give to you.  We lift our voices, 

we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to you: 

we are an offering, we are an offering.  

   Text and music: Dwight Liles, b. 1957 

   Text and music © 1984 Word Music, LLC. 

   All rights reserved.  Used by Permission 

   CCLI #1664009  #20540802  AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 

* Offertory Prayer 

Blessed are you, Maker of all things. 

As you have entrusted us with all that you have created, 

now gather our gifts, 

nourish us with this sacrament, 

and send us to those who hunger and thirst, 

for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 Words of Institution 

* Lord’s Prayer (Modern English Translation)  ELW Page 154 

 Our Father in heaven,  

  hallowed be your name, 

  your kingdom come,  

  your will be done, 

   on earth as in heaven. 

 Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins 

  as we forgive those 

   who sin against us. 

 Save us from the time of trial  

  and deliver us from evil. 

 For the kingdom, the power,  

  and the glory are yours, 

  now and forever.  Amen. 

* Invitation to Communion 

Christ spreads a table before you. 

Gather here with all the saints. 

 Agnus Dei                                                    “Lamb of God” ELW Page 154 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace. 

 Distribution 

The body of Christ, given for you 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

 Communion Music              Celebration of “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” arr. Gerrit W. Lamain 



◙ 

* Prayer after Communion 

We give you thanks, most gracious God, 

that you have fed us with the bread of heaven 

and given us a foretaste of Paradise. 

Enliven us to be your body in the world 

and to serve those who are in need; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

WE GO INTO THE WORLD 

* Blessing 

The God of peace, 

who creates all things and calls them good, 

who makes us alive in Jesus, 

and who breathes on us the Spirit of hope, 

☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 Hymn                                                “Now Thank We All Our God” ELW #839 vs. 1, 2 

Now thank we all our God 

with hearts and hands and voices, 

who wondrous things has done, 

in whom this world rejoices; 

who, from our mothers' arms, 

has blest us on our way 

with countless gifts of love, 

and still is ours today. 
 

Oh, may this bounteous God 

through all our life be near us, 

with ever joyful hearts 

and blessed peace to cheer us, 

and keep us all in grace, 

and guide us when perplexed, 

and free us from all harm 

in this world and the next. 

 Text: Martin Rinkhart, 1586-1649; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878 

 Music: Johann Crüger, 1598-1662.  All rights reserved.  Used by Permission 

   AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773  Public Domain 

* Dismissal 

Go in peace. Be a blessing in the world. 

Thanks be to God. 

* Postlude                                           “Now Thank We All Our God” Johann Sebastian Bach

  arr. Gerrit W. Lamain 



Jesus said …   

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer” 
Please include the following people in your prayers this week:  

Rich Rabanus, Joyce Johnson, Barbara Brutger, Gerrit Lamain, Paula Goetzke, Dorrie Trombley, 

Laura Walsh (Snider), Katherine Lansing (Brunkow), Theresa Lopez, Larry Lafountaine. 
 

Each week different families will be included in special prayers.  

Please hold in your prayers:   

Wayne and Kay Goldsworthy, Dale Johnson, 

Gregory and Bonnie Hawkins, Jeff and Lynn Kubat, Steve and Jodi Lowary. 
 

Each week different missions that St. Stephen’s support through our  

Sunday offerings. This week we offer prayers for  

Metropolitan Interfaith Council on Affordable Housing (MICAH) 

MICAH envisions a metropolitan area where everyone, without exception, 

has a safe, decent, accessible, and affordable home. 

  

We also offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ  

in the villages of Iwonde and Ihimbo, Tanzania. 
 

We pray also for those away from home serving in the military:  

Tim Anderson, Ben Appenzeller, Nick Appenzeller, Jeremy Eittreim,  

Matthew Eittreim, Zachary Ericson, Sam Gieser, Troy Hoban, Tricia Howe,  

Adam Kenny, Nick Lane, Peter D. J. McKenzie, Donald McKenzie, Christopher Meyers,  

Gene Morton, Sam Paton, Andrew Reed, Lindsey Willwerscheid. 

 

St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that  

this list is placed inside everyone’s Bible or devotional material.  All prayer requests will  

be listed for three weeks.  Please contact the church office if additional time is needed. 

Leaders in Today’s Service 

 

Pastor .............................................................................. The Rev. Tim Thompson, Ph.D 

Lay Liturgist .................................................................................................. Debbie Pirkl 

Director of Worship................................................................................... Bryon Dockter 

Organist ................................................................................................. Gerrit W. Lamain 

Song Leader ......................................................................................... Veronica Van Pelt 

Communications and Media Coordinator ............................................. Garrett Masters 

Audio Visual Ministry ............................................................................... Norm Goetzke 

Altar Guild ............................................................................. Mary Jo Martinek, Lori Ritt 

Prayer Chain ...... Rachel Circle, Mary Circle, Kathy Ericson, Abby Vavra, Janet Gibson 

Outdoor Street Sign ................................................................................. Jerry Thoreson 



 

We at St Stephen’s Lutheran Church recognize and respect intellectual property rights 

and are committed to fulfilling our moral and legal obligations 

with respect to our use of copyright-protected works. 
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Today’s Service Notes 
 

This service is being video recorded, live-streamed 

and archived on our Facebook page. 
 

It will also be available on Townsquare Comcast TV Channel 15 

Please check their schedule for viewing times 

https://www.townsquare.tv/tv-schedules/ch15 
 

* in bulletin indicates when Congregation should stand. 

Bold text indicates Congregation Responses.   
 

St. Stephen’s Safety Committee encourages all who are eligible to receive their COVID-

19 boosters and flu shots.  This is our best chance to create a safe environment for all at 

St. Stephen’s and in the community.  In addition, the current policy of St. Stephen’s is 

masks are optional for everyone, clergy and singers included.  However if you feel more 

comfortable wearing a mask, please know we welcome you to do so. 


