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Today is Christ the King Sunday, the last Sunday of the liturgical church year, and 

the Sunday that we celebrate Christ the Messiah's kingship and sovereign rule over 

all creation.  In today's Psalm we read "I will be exalted among the nations".  In  

today's Gospel [Luke] Jesus reveals that to be Messiah and King is to give one's life 

for others, and welcomes a despised criminal to paradise as he puts his own death 

into God's hands.  Today we worship, we praise, we exalt ... we gather singing  

"Crown Him with many crowns, the matchless King for all eternity";  after the sermon 

we sing "O Christ the same ... unchanging still ... we bring our thanks for all our  

yesterdays, this present hour, and for all that is to be."  During Holy Communion we 

sing "Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom ... Beautiful Savior, King 

of creation. Glory and honor, praise, adoration, now and forevermore be thine".  And 

as we are sent out we sing "Soon and very soon we are goin' to see the King.  Hallelu-

jah, Hallelujah!!" And with that, the paradox of Jesus' life comes full circle, helpless 

infant and mighty king, lamb and shepherd, prince and slave, peacemaker and 

swordbearer ... the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. A never end-

ing circle of our life in Christ.  

 

Today we celebrate Christ the King Sunday and close another liturgical church 

year.  Next Sunday is the first Sunday in Advent, and the start of a new church 

year.  And, we will sing "Soon and very soon we are goin' to see the King, Hallelujah, 

Hallelujah!!"  Amen, Alleluia!!! 

 

Bryon Dockter 

Director of Worship 

Welcome to worship at St Stephen’s Lutheran Church 



WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP 

 Prelude                               

 Welcome 

 Temple Talk 

 Singing Bowl 

Silence is kept for reflection  

* Confession and Forgiveness 

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross,  

the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who redeems us in Christ Jesus, 

whose steadfast love endures forever. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

and our neighbors. 

We have ignored voices 

that call for your justice. 

We have neglected actions 

that witness to your righteousness. 

We have spoken and acted 

in ways that disrupt your beloved community. 

We truly repent of things we have done 

and left undone. 

For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Restore our troubled spirits, 

so that we may live in newness, 

follow the way of the Spirit, 

and build up the body of Christ. 

Amen. 
 

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 

Festival of Christ the King Sunday 
Worship with Holy Communion 

Jeremiah’s promise of the execution of “justice and righteousness in the land” finds ironic fulfillment in the 
execution of Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews. It appears utterly contradictory that a king should be  
crucified with a criminal. This victory appears for all the world as humiliating defeat. Yet through the gate  
of death Jesus opens the door to paradise. [Reprinted with permission: Sunday and Seasons © 2021 Augsburg Fortress] 



Rejoice and be glad! 

God hears the prayers of all who cry out, 

and restores us to life through the death 

and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

Therefore, I declare to you the forgiveness of all your sins, 

in the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP 

* Gathering Hymn                              “Crown Him With Many Crowns” ELW #855 vs. 1, 3, 4 

Crown him with many crowns, 

the Lamb upon his throne; 

hark, how the heav'nly anthem drowns 

all music but its own. 

Awake, my soul, and sing 

of him who died for thee, 

and hail him as thy matchless king 

through all eternity. 
 

Crown him the Lord of love-- 

behold his hands and side, 

rich wounds, yet visible above, 

in beauty glorified. 

No angels in the sky 

can fully bear that sight, 

but downward bend their burning eyes 

at mysteries so bright. 
 

Crown him the Lord of life, 

who triumphed o'er the grave 

and rose victorious in the strife 

for those he came to save. 

His glories now we sing, 

who died and rose on high, 

who died, eternal life to bring, 

and lives that death may die. 

 Text: Matthew Bridges, 1800-1894, sts. 1-3, 5; Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, st. 4 

 Music: George J. Elvey, 1816-1893.  All rights reserved. Used by permission 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773, Public Domain 

* Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

* Kyrie                                                          ELW Page 147 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, 

Let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God. 

And for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 

Let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

Amen. 



* Hymn of Praise                        ELW Page 149 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia. 

 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 

whose blood set us free to be people of God. 

Power and riches and wisdom and strength, 

and honor and blessing and glory are his. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia. 
 

Sing with all the people of God 

and join in the hymn of all creation: 

Blessing and honor and glory and might 

be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 

This is the feast of victory for our God, 

for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. 

Alleluia. Alleluia. 

* Prayer of the Day 

O God, our true life, 

to serve you is freedom, 

and to know you is unending joy.  

We worship you, we glorify you, 

we give thanks to you for your great glory.  

Abide with us, reign in us, 

and make this world into a fit habitation  

for your divine majesty,  

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and forever. Amen.  

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 

 First Lesson  Jeremiah 23:1-6 

1 Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says the LORD. 2 Therefore 

thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who shepherd my people: It is you 

who have scattered my flock, and have driven them away, and you have not attended to them. So I will 

attend to you for your evil doings, says the LORD. 3 Then I myself will gather the remnant of my flock 

out of all the lands where I have driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold, and they shall 

be fruitful and multiply. 4 I will raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and they shall 

not fear any longer, or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the LORD.  The days are surely 

coming, says the LORD, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king 

and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 6 In his days Judah will be 

saved and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by which he will be called: "The LORD is our 

righteousness." 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 Responsive Psalm  Psalm 46 

God is our refuge and strength,  

 a very present help in trouble. 

Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change,  

 though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea; 

though its waters roar and foam,  

 though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 

There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,  

 the holy habitation of the Most High. 

God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved;  

 God will help it when the morning dawns. 

The nations are in an uproar, the kingdoms totter;  

 he utters his voice, the earth melts. 



The LORD of hosts is with us;  

 the God of Jacob is our refuge. 

Come, behold the works of the LORD;  

 see what desolations he has brought on the earth. 

He makes wars cease to the end of the earth;  

 he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear;  

 he burns the shields with fire. 

"Be still, and know that I am God!  

 I am exalted among the nations,  

 I am exalted in the earth." 

The LORD of hosts is with us;  

 the God of Jacob is our refuge. 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God 

* Gospel Acclamation             ELW Page 151 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. 

Alleluia. 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

* Gospel  Luke 23:33-43 

33 When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the criminals, 

one on his right and one on his left. 34 [Then Jesus said, "Father, forgive them; for they do not know 

what they are doing."] And they cast lots to divide his clothing. 35 And the people stood by, watching; 

but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, "He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of 

God, his chosen one!" 36 The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine, 37 and 

saying, "If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!" 38 There was also an inscription over him, "This 

is the King of the Jews." 39 One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, 

"Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!" 40 But the other rebuked him, saying, "Do you not 

fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41 And we indeed have been con-

demned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing 

wrong." 42 Then he said, "Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom." 43 He replied, 

"Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise." 

The Gospel of the Lord, 

   Praise to you, O Christ 

 Sermon                                 Pastor John 

 WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

* Hymn of the Day                          “O Christ the Same” WOV #778 

O Christ the same, through all our story’s pages-- 

our loves and hopes, our failures and our fears; 

eternal Lord, the king of all the ages, 

unchanging still amid the passing years: 

O living Word, the source of all creation, 

who spread the skies and set the stars ablaze; 

O Christ the same, who wrought our whole salvation, 

we bring our thanks for all our yesterdays. 
 

O Christ the same, the friend of sinners, sharing 

our inmost thoughts, the secrets none can hide; 

still as of old upon your body bearing 

the marks of love in triumph glorified. 

O Son of Man, who stooped for us from heaven-- 

O Prince of life, in all your saving power; 

O Christ the same, to whom our hearts are given: 

we bring our thanks for this the present hour. 
 



O Christ the same, secure within whose keeping 

our lives and loves, our days and years remain; 

our work and rest, our waking and our sleeping, 

our calm and storm, our pleasure and our pain: 

O Lord of love, for all our joys and sorrows, 

for all our hopes when earth shall fade and flee; 

O Christ the same, beyond our brief tomorrows, 

we bring our thanks for all that is to be. 

 

 Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, b. 1926. Music: Irish tune, arr. John Barnard, b. 1948  

 © 1984 Hope Publishing Co.  All rights reserved. Used with permission. 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 CCLI #1664009  #20540802 

* Prayers of Intercession 

 Petition response      Leader: … Lord in your mercy,  

                                                         hear our prayer. 

* Sharing the Peace 

The peace of the Lord be with you.   

And also with you. 

 Offering  [Invitation to support ongoing ministries of St. Stephen’s] 

 Altar Walk 

* Offertory Response                                “We Are an Offering” ELW #692 

We lift our voices, we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to you: 

we are an offering.  Lord, use our voices, Lord, use our hands, 

Lord, use our lives, they are yours: we are an offering. 

All that we have, all that we are, all that we hope to be, 

we give to you, we give to you.  We lift our voices, 

we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to you: 

we are an offering, we are an offering.  

   Text and music: Dwight Liles, b. 1957 

   Text and music © 1984 Word Music, LLC. All rights reserved.  Used by Permission 

   CCLI #1664009  #20540802  AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 

* Offertory Prayer 

Blessed are you, Maker of all things. 

As you have entrusted us with all that you have created, 

now gather our gifts, 

nourish us with this sacrament, 

and send us to those who hunger and thirst, 

for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

* Great Thanksgiving ELW Page 152 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

* Words of Institution 



* Lord’s Prayer (Modern English Translation)  ELW Page 154 

 Our Father in heaven,  

  hallowed be your name, 

  your kingdom come,  

  your will be done, 

   on earth as in heaven. 

 Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins 

  as we forgive those 

   who sin against us. 

 Save us from the time of trial  

  and deliver us from evil. 

 For the kingdom, the power,  

  and the glory are yours, 

  now and forever.  Amen. 

* Invitation to Communion 

Christ spreads a table before you. 

Gather here with all the saints. 

 Agnus Dei                                                    “Lamb of God” ELW Page 154 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace. 

 Distribution 

The body of Christ, given for you 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

 Communion Hymn                            

                                                                  “Jesus Remember Me” ELW #616 

Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom. 

Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom. 

 Text: Luke 23:42; Taizé Community 

 Text © 1981 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., 

 agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.  www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission.  

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 

                                                                      “Beautiful Savior” ELW #838 

Beautiful Savior, 

King of creation, 

Son of God and Son of Man! 

Truly I'd love thee, 

truly I'd serve thee, 

light of my soul, my joy, my crown. 
 

Fair are the meadows, 

fair are the woodlands, 

robed in flow'rs of blooming spring; 

Jesus is fairer, 

Jesus is purer, 

he makes our sorrowing spirit sing. 
 

Fair is the sunshine, 

fair is the moonlight, 

bright the sparkling stars on high; 

Jesus shines brighter, 

Jesus shines purer 

than all the angels in the sky. 
 



◙ 

Beautiful Savior, 

Lord of the nations, 

Son of God and Son of Man! 

Glory and honor, 

praise, adoration, 

now and forevermore be thine! 

 Text: Gesangbuch, Münster, 1677; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823-1904 

 Music: Silesian folk tune, 19th cent.  All rights reserved. Used by permission 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773, Public Domain 

* Communion Blessing 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

Strengthens you and keeps you in his grace.   

Amen. 

* Prayer after Communion 

We give you thanks, most gracious God, 

that you have fed us with the bread of heaven 

and given us a foretaste of Paradise. 

Enliven us to be your body in the world 

and to serve those who are in need; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

WE GO INTO THE WORLD 

* Blessing 

The God of peace, 

who creates all things and calls them good, 

who makes us alive in Jesus, 

and who breathes on us the Spirit of hope, 

☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

* Sending Hymn                                       “Soon and Very Soon” ELW #439 

Soon and very soon 

We are going to see the King 

Soon and very soon 

We are going to see the King 

Soon and very soon 

We are going to see the King 
 

Chorus 

Hallelujah hallelujah 

We're going to see the King! 
 

No more crying there 

We are going to see the King… Chorus 
 

No more dying there 

We are going to see the King…Chorus 
 

Soon and very soon 

We are going to see the King...Chorus 

 CCLI Song # 11249  Andraé Crouch 

 © 1971 Bud John Songs, Inc. (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 

 Crouch Music Corp. (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 

 `For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

 CCLI License #1664009 #20540802 

* Dismissal 

Go in peace. Be a blessing in the world. 

Thanks be to God. 

* Postlude         



Jesus said …   

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer” 
Please include the following people in your prayers this week:  

Rich Rabanus, Joyce Johnson, Barbara Brutger, Gerrit Lamain, Paula Goetzke, Dorrie Trombley, 

Laura Walsh (Snider), Katherine Lansing (Brunkow), Theresa Lopez, Larry Lafountaine. 
 

Each week different families will be included in special prayers.  

Please hold in your prayers:   

Wayne and Kay Goldsworthy, Dale Johnson, 

Gregory and Bonnie Hawkins, Jeff and Lynn Kubat, Steve and Jodi Lowary. 
 

Each week different missions that St. Stephen’s support through our  

Sunday offerings. This week we offer prayers for  

Metropolitan Interfaith Council on Affordable Housing (MICAH) 

MICAH envisions a metropolitan area where everyone, without exception, 

has a safe, decent, accessible, and affordable home. 

  

We also offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ  

in the villages of Iwonde and Ihimbo, Tanzania. 
 

We pray also for those away from home serving in the military:  

Tim Anderson, Ben Appenzeller, Nick Appenzeller, Jeremy Eittreim,  

Matthew Eittreim, Zachary Ericson, Sam Gieser, Troy Hoban, Tricia Howe,  

Adam Kenny, Nick Lane, Peter D. J. McKenzie, Donald McKenzie, Christopher Meyers,  

Gene Morton, Sam Paton, Andrew Reed, Lindsey Willwerscheid. 

 

St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that  

this list is placed inside everyone’s Bible or devotional material.  All prayer requests will  

be listed for three weeks.  Please contact the church office if additional time is needed. 

 

We offer our deepest and most sincere condolences 

to the Family and friends of Betsy Anderson. 

Betsy passed away Tuesday, November 15th. Funeral services will be held at St. Stephen’s 

Monday, November 21 at 11:00 a.m. with visitation one hour prior to the service.   

 

In the midst of sorrow may all find comfort in  

God’s promise of life everlasting.   

Leaders in Today’s Service 

Pastor ....................................................................................... The Rev. Dr. John Snider 

Lay Liturgist ................................................................................................. Debbie Pirkl 

Director of Worship .................................................................................. Bryon Dockter 

Song Leaders ......................................................................................... Worship Chorus 

Lectors .......................................................................................................... Alan Sipinen 

Communion Assistants ........................................................... Bruce and Diane Meyers 

Communications and Media Coordinator ............................................ Garrett Masters 

Audio Visual Ministry .............................................................................. Norm Goetzke 

Altar Guild ............................................................................. Mary Jo Martinek, Lori Ritt 

Prayer Chain ..... Rachel Circle, Mary Circle, Kathy Ericson, Abby Vavra, Janet Gibson 

Outdoor Street Sign ................................................................................. Jerry Thoreson 



 

We at St Stephen’s Lutheran Church recognize and respect intellectual property rights 

and are committed to fulfilling our moral and legal obligations 

with respect to our use of copyright-protected works. 
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Today’s Service Notes 
 

This service is being video recorded, live-streamed 

and archived on our Facebook page. 
 

It will also be available on Townsquare Comcast TV Channel 15 

Please check their schedule for viewing times 

https://www.townsquare.tv/tv-schedules/ch15 
 

* in bulletin indicates when Congregation should stand. 

Bold text indicates Congregation Responses.   
 

St. Stephen’s Safety Committee encourages all who are eligible to receive their COVID-

19 boosters and flu shots.  This is our best chance to create a safe environment for all at 

St. Stephen’s and in the community.  In addition, the current policy of St. Stephen’s is 

masks are optional for everyone, clergy and singers included.  However if you feel more 

comfortable wearing a mask, please know we welcome you to do so. 


