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WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP
Prelude

“Rest My Soul, Your God is King”

Welcome
* Singing Bowl
Silence is kept for reflection.

* Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross,
the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
In the name of the Father,
and of the ☩ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God
and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Have mercy on us, O God.
We confess that we have sinned against you
and against our neighbor.
We have built walls instead of tables
and have turned away the stranger.
We have sought glory for ourselves
and have treasured that which does not satisfy.
Help us to love as you love,
to welcome those you send,
and to treasure mercy and justice.
Turn us from our ways to your ways,
and free us to serve those in need. Amen.
God, who makes all things new,
forgives your sins for ☩ Jesus’ sake
and remembers them no more.
Lift up your heads and your hearts.
Yours is the kingdom of God.
Amen.

Jan Zwart

1877-1937

WE GIVE OUR PRAISE
Hymn
“You Are the Way”
You are the way; to you alone
from sin and death we flee;
all those who search for God, you find
and by your grace set free.

ELW #758 vs. 1, 2, 3

You are the truth; your word alone
true wisdom can impart;
you only can inform the mind
and purify the heart.
You are the life; the rending tomb
proclaims your conqu'ring arm;
and those who put their trust in you
not death nor hell shall harm.
Text: George W. Doane, 1799-1859, alt. Music: Psalter, Edinburgh, 1615
All rights reserved. Used by permission AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 Public Domain

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Kyrie
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

ELW Page 147-148

For the peace from above,
and for our salvation,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world,
for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house,
and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. Amen.
Hymn of Praise
“This is the Feast of Victory”
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia.
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
whose blood set us free to be people of God.
Power and riches and wisdom and strength,
and honor and blessing and glory are his.
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia.
Sing with all the people of God
and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing and honor and glory and might
be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
This is the feast of victory for our God,
for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.
Alleluia. Alleluia.

ELW Page 149-150

Prayer of the Day
Almighty God,
your sovereign purpose brings salvation to birth.
Give us faith to be steadfast amid the tumults of this world,
trusting that your kingdom comes
and your will is done through your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
First Reading
Hebrews 10:11-25
11 And every priest stands day after day at his service, offering again and again the same sacrifices
that can never take away sins. 12 But when Christ had offered for all time a
single sacrifice for sins, "he sat down at the right hand of God," 13 and since then has been waiting
"until his enemies would be made a footstool for his feet." 14 For by a single offering he has perfected
for all time those who are sanctified. 15 And the Holy Spirit also testifies to us, for after saying,
16 "This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, says the Lord: I will put my laws in
their hearts, and I will write them on their minds," 17 he also adds, "I will remember their sins and
their lawless deeds no more."
18 Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin. 19 Therefore, my
friends, since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary by the blood of Jesus, 20 by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain (that is, through his flesh), 21 and since we have a
great priest over the house of God, 22 let us
approach with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold fast to the
confession of our hope without wavering, for he who has promised is faithful. 24 And let us consider
how to provoke one another to love and good deeds, 25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the
habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day approaching.
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God
Reading from the Psalms
Protect me, O God, for in you I take refuge.
I say to the LORD, "You are my Lord;
I have no good apart from you."
As for the holy ones in the land, they are the noble,
in whom is all my delight.
Those who choose another god multiply their sorrows;
their drink offerings of blood I will not pour out
or take their names upon my lips.
The LORD is my chosen portion and my cup;
you hold my lot.
The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places;
I have a goodly heritage.
I bless the LORD who gives me counsel;
in the night also my heart instructs me.
I keep the LORD always before me;
because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved.
Therefore my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices;
my body also rests secure.
For you do not give me up to Sheol,
or let your faithful one see the Pit
You show me the path of life.
In your presence there is fullness of joy;
in your right hand are pleasures forevermore.
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God

Psalm 16

* Gospel Acclamation
ELW Page 151
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia.
The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark,
Glory to you, O Lord
* Gospel
Mark 13:1-8
1 As he came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him, "Look, Teacher, what large stones
and what large buildings!" 2 Then Jesus asked him, "Do you see these great buildings? Not one stone
will be left here upon another; all will be thrown down." 3 When he was sitting on the Mount of Olives
opposite the temple, Peter, James, John, and
Andrew asked him privately, 4 "Tell us, when will this be, and what will be the sign that all these
things are about to be accomplished?" 5 Then Jesus began to say to them, "Beware that no one leads
you astray. 6 Many will come in my name and say, 'I am he!' and they will lead many astray. 7 When
you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed; this must take place, but the end is still to
come. 8 For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there will be earthquakes
in various places; there will be famines. This is but the beginning of the birth pangs.
The Gospel of the Lord,
Praise to you, O Christ
Sermon
Pastor Tim

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD
Hymn

“My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”

ELW#597 vs. 1, 2, 4

My hope is built on nothing less
than Jesus' blood and righteousness;
no merit of my own I claim,
but wholly lean on Jesus' name.
Refrain
On Christ, the solid rock, I stand;
all other ground is sinking sand.
When darkness veils his lovely face,
I rest on his unchanging grace;
in ev'ry high and stormy gale
my anchor holds within the veil. Refrain
When he shall come with trumpet sound,
oh, may I then in him be found,
clothed in his righteousness alone,
redeemed to stand before the throne! Refrain
Text: Edward Mote, 1797-1874, alt.
Music: John B. Dykes, 1823-1876
All rights reserved. Used by permission
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 Public Domain

* Prayers of Intercession
Petition response
Leader: … Lord in your mercy,

hear our prayer.
O shelter me, O shelter me:
The way ahead is dark and difficult to see.
O shelter me, O shelter me:
All will be well if only you will shelter me.
“Shelter Me” Michael Joncas (refrain)
Text and music © 2020, GIA Publications, Inc.
All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under
ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364.

* Sharing the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Offering [Invitation to support ongoing ministries of St. Stephen’s]
* Offertory Response
“We Are an Offering”
We lift our voices, we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to you:
we are an offering. Lord, use our voices, Lord, use our hands,
Lord, use our lives, they are yours: we are an offering.
All that we have, all that we are, all that we hope to be,
we give to you, we give to you. We lift our voices,
we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to you:
we are an offering, we are an offering.

ELW #692

Text and music © 1984 Word Music, LLC.
All rights reserved. Used by Permission
CCLI #1664009 #20540802 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773

Offertory Prayer
Holy God,
the earth is yours and everything in it,
yet you have chosen to dwell among your creatures.
Come among us now in these gifts of bread and wine,
and strengthen us to be your body for the world
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Words of Institution
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
Invitation to Communion
A feast of love is offered here
for you and for all the saints.
Communion is Received
The body of Christ, given for you
The blood of Christ, shed for you.

Amen.

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
Strengthens you and keeps you in his grace. Amen.
Prayer after Communion
Blessed Jesus,
at this table, you have been for us both host and meal.
Now send us forth to extend our tables
and to share your gifts
until that day when all feast together
at your heavenly banquet.
Amen.

WE GO INTO THE WORLD
Blessing
God, the beginning and the end,
who has written your name in the book of life,
☩ bless and keep you in grace and peace
from this time forth and forevermore.
Amen.

Hymn
“O God Beyond All Praising”
O God beyond all praising, we worship you today
and sing the love amazing that songs cannot repay;
for we can only wonder at ev'ry gift you send,
at blessings without number and mercies without end:
we lift our hearts before you and wait upon your word,
we honor and adore you, our great and mighty Lord.

ELW #880 vs. 1, 3

Then hear, O gracious Savior, accept the love we bring,
that we who know your favor may serve you as our King;
and whether our tomorrows be filled with good or ill,
we'll triumph through our sorrows and rise to bless you still:
to marvel at your beauty and glory in your ways,
and make a joyful duty our sacrifice of praise.
Text: Michael Perry, 1942-1996
Text © 1982, 1987 Jubilate Hymns, admin.
Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188
Music: Gustav Holst, 1874-1934
All rights reserved. Used by permission AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773
ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 CCLI #1664009 #20540802

* Dismissal
Led on by the saints before us,
go in peace to serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
* Postlude

Joyful Improvisation on “O God, Beyond All Praising”

Gerrit W. Lamain

Gustav Holst 1874-1934

◙

Gerrit's Notes:
This morning's Prelude is based on a hymn tune of German origin, and is associated with the Moravian Church.
which is the oldest Protestant denomination, dating back to the 15th century, sixty years before Luther's Reformation. The Moravian Church developed into the modern Unitarian Church, and has over a million members
worldwide. They continue with their tradition of strong missionary work in the Americas and Africa, and place a
high value on a personal conversion to Christ, piety, good works, evangelism, Christian pacifism, ecumenism and music.
This morning’s prelude, one of the most beloved hymns in The Netherlands, beautifully reflects on the words:
"Rest my soul, your God is King".
Jan Zwart 1877-1937 may well be called "The father of Dutch Church music". He is credited with reviving interest in the music
of Jan Pieterszoon Sweelinck, and was the first Dutch organist to present weekly radio broadcasts of organ concerts. From 1898
to the end of his life he played the famous Vater Muller organ in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Amsterdam. (An organ with
over 4,000 pipes) Several of Jan Zwart's sons as well as his grandsons went on to become famous organists. He was also a gifted
teacher. One of his most famous pupils was Feike Asma, my musical inspiration.
In addition to being an organist of renown, he was also a composer of liturgical organ music. His composition style leans heavily
in the Romantic tradition.
The Postlude is a hymn tune composed by the famed English composer, Gustav Holst, as part of his Jupiter movement from his
symphonic composition "The Planets" The English poet/hymn writer, Michael Perry composed the text, using the Gustav Holst
melody. The grandeur of the melody beautifully illustrates the text: O God beyond all praising we worship you today. It is truly
a great text for a great tune and I hope it will form a basis for an inspiring improvisation. - Gerrit

Jesus said …

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer.”
Please include the following people in your prayers this week:
Philip Dahl, Bryon Dockter, Diane Johnson, Bev Kirk, Merwin Perkins,
Laura Walsh (Snider), Oliver Gibson (Tim and Janet Gibson),
Richard Morton (Snider).
Each week different families will be included in special prayers.
Please hold in your prayers:
Dorothy Meier, Jean Rosheim, Lonna Doran,
David and Diane Heutmaker, Ken and Diane Merrill
Each week different missions that St. Stephen’s support through our
Sunday offerings. This week we offer prayers for
Neighbors Inc.
Neighbors is a non-profit social-service agency located in South St. Paul, providing
emergency assistance and supportive assistance programs to low-income community
members in the northern Dakota County communities of Inver Grove Heights,
South St. Paul, West St. Paul, Mendota Heights, Mendota, Sunfish Lake and Lilydale.
We also offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ
in the villages of Iwonde and Ihimbo, Tanzania.
We pray for residents and staff of group homes and care facilities,
and all healthcare workers.
We pray also for those away from home serving in the military:
Tim Anderson, Ben Appenzeller, Nick Appenzeller, Jeremy Eittreim,
Matthew Eittreim, Zachary Ericson, Sam Gieser, Troy Hoban, Tricia Howe,
Adam Kenny, Nick Lane, Peter D. J. McKenzie, Donald McKenzie,
Christopher Meyers, Gene Morton, Sam Paton, Andrew Reed,
Lindsey Willwerscheid. (Please help us keep our military member
listing up to date. Thank you.)
St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that
this list is placed inside everyone’s Bible or devotional material. All prayer requests will
be listed for three weeks. Please contact the church office if additional time is needed.

Altar Flowers
In Honor of Phyllis Elmquist on her 99th Birthday!
Happy Birthday Phyllis!
Given by Dottie Culbert
We offer our deepest and most sincere condolences to Steve and Kim Richter
and Family on the recent death of Steve’s brother. In the midst of their sorrow
may all find comfort in God’s promise of life everlasting.

Leaders in Today’s Service
Presiding Pastor .......................................................................... The Rev. Dr. John Snider
Preaching Pastor ............................................................... The Rev. Tim Thompson, Ph.D
Director of Worship...................................................................................... Bryon Dockter
Organist....................................................................................................Gerrit W. Lamain
Song Leaders ................................................................................................. Kathy Canniff
Lectors ............................................................................................. Sara Ruff, Abby Vavra
Communications and Media Coordinator .................................................Garrett Masters
Audio Visual Ministry ......................................................... Norm Goetzke, Jenny Van Pelt
Usher ............................................................................................................. Bryon Nelson
Altar Guild ............................................................................................... Mary Jo Martinek
Fellowship ........................................................................................Tim and Janet Gibson
Prayer Chain .......... Rachel Circle, Mary Circle, Kathy Ericson, Abby Vavra, Janet Gibson
Outdoor Street Sign .................................................................................... Jerry Thoreson
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