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WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP
Prelude

Festival on “For All the Saints”

Bryon Dockter

Welcome
Temple Talk
Singing Bowl
Silence is kept for reflection.

* Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross,
the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
in whose image we are made,
who claims us and calls us beloved.
Amen.
Silence is kept for reflection
Holy One,
we confess that we are not always awake to you.
We are not always faithful in using your gifts.
We often forget the least of our siblings.
We do not see your beautiful image in one another.
We divide your beloved community.
Open our hearts to your coming,
open our eyes to see you in our neighbor,
open our hands to serve your creation. Amen.
Beloved, we are God’s children,
and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the door to us.
Through ☩ Jesus you are forgiven,
by Jesus you are welcome,
in Jesus you are called to rejoice!
Let us live in the promises prepared for us
from the foundation of the world.
Amen.

Dean Eisfelder

WE GIVE OUR PRAISE
* Hymn
“For All the Saints”
For all the saints who from their labors rest,
who thee by faith before the world confessed,
thy name, O Jesus, be forever blest.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

ELW #422 vs. 1, 2, 6

Thou wast their rock, their fortress, and their might;
thou, Lord, their captain in the well-fought fight;
thou, in the darkness drear, their one true light.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
But then there breaks a yet more glorious day:
the saints triumphant rise in bright array;
the King of glory passes on his way.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Text: William W. How, 1823-1897
All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773
Public Domain

* Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit is with you all.
And also with you.
* Prayer of the Day
Almighty God,
you have knit your people together in one communion
in the mystical body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Grant us grace to follow your blessed saints
in lives of faith and commitment,
and to know the inexpressible joys
you have prepared for those who love you,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Remembrance of All Saints
Let us remember all the saints before God.
We praise and bless you, O holy Trinity.
You have taught your church that it is an ageless communion of saints.
We thank you for gathering those who faithfully waited
in hope for the redemption you promised.
Prepare a place for us among those who are already with you.
Help us remember them as an encouragement to faithful living,
exciting us to love, in anticipation of an eternal reunion.
With them we praise and bless you, O holy Trinity.
Amen.
Jesus says, Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me;
for I am gentle and humble in heart,
and you will find rest for your souls.
For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.
and you will find rest for your souls.
[Candle Lighting]
Remembering those that have gone before us this past year:
James Valentine, Carlos Sosa, Pastor Veryle Henriksen, Gary Kubat,
Gene Meier, Chester Cashman, Donna Scholz, Mollie Alberta Peterson,
Charles Pace, Bill Delougherty, Sarah Sather, Cleone Swanberg,

Mark Jensen, Matthew Van Tassel, Marilyn Kistner, Marlene Schroepfer,
Elizabeth Anderson, Ruth Ann Stai, Lucille Unruh, James Murphy,
Georgia Adkins, Roman Lopez, Joanne Jones.
And those we lift before you in silence.

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
First Reading
Revelation 7:9-17
9 After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, from
all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white,
with palm branches in their hands. 10 They cried out in a loud voice, saying, "Salvation belongs to our
God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!" 11 And all the angels stood around the throne and
around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12 singing, "Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power
and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen." 13 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying,
"Who are these, robed in white, and where have they come from?" 14 I said to him, "Sir, you are the one
that knows." Then he said to me, "These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have
washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 15 For this reason they are before
the throne of God, and worship him day and night within his temple, and the one who is seated on the
throne will shelter them. 16 They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; the sun will not strike them,
nor any scorching heat; 17 for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will
guide them to springs of the water of life, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes."
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God
Psalm
Psalm 34:1-10, 22
1 I will bless the LORD at all times;
his praise shall continually be in my mouth.
2 My soul makes its boast in the LORD;
let the humble hear and be glad.
3 O magnify the LORD with me,
and let us exalt his name together.
4 I sought the LORD, and he answered me,
and delivered me from all my fears.
5 Look to him, and be radiant;
so your faces shall never be ashamed.
6 This poor soul cried, and was heard by the LORD ,
and was saved from every trouble.
7 The angel of the LORD encamps
around those who fear him, and delivers them.
8 O taste and see that the LORD is good;
happy are those who take refuge in him.
9 O fear the LORD , you his holy ones,
for those who fear him have no want.
10 The young lions suffer want and hunger,
but those who seek the LORD lack no good thing.
22 The LORD redeems the life of his servants;
none of those who take refuge in him will be condemned.
Second Reading
1 John 3:1-3
1 See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what we
are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2 Beloved, we are God's children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we
will be like him, for we will see him as he is. 3 And all who have this hope in him purify themselves,
just as he is pure.
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God

* Gospel Acclamation

“Ubi caritas et amor”
“Where True Charity and Love Abide”

ELW #642

Ubi caritas et amor,
ubi caritas, Deus ibi est.
Where true charity and love abide,
God is dwelling there; God is dwelling there.
Text: Latin antiphon, 9th cent.; Taizé Community; tr. With One Voice
Text © 1979 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com.
800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. English text © 1995 Augsburg Fortress.
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773; ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew,
Glory to you, O Lord
* Gospel
Matthew 5:1-12
1 When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down,
his disciples came to him. 2 Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:
3 "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4 "Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
5 "Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
6 "Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.
7 "Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
8 "Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
9 "Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
10 "Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
11 "Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you
and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.
12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they
persecuted the prophets who were before you.
The Gospel of the Lord,
Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon
Pastor John

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD
Hymn
“Shall We Gather at the River”
Shall we gather at the river,
where bright angel feet have trod,
with its crystal tide forever
flowing by the throne of God?

ELW #423 vs. 1, 2

Refrain
Yes, we'll gather at the river,
the beautiful, the beautiful river;
gather with the saints at the river
that flows by the throne of God.
On the margin of the river,
washing up its silver spray,
we will walk and worship ever,
all the happy golden day. Refrain
Text: Robert Lowry, 1826-1899
All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773
Public Domain

* Prayers of Intercession
Petition response
Leader: … Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
* Sharing the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you. And also with you.
We invite you to share the peace with those with you
and with us with “thumbs up” or comments on our Facebook page.
Text someone you care about.

Offering [Invitation to support ongoing ministries of St. Stephen’s]
* Offertory Response
“Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”
Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord,
and ﬁll to the brim our cup of blessing.
Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown,
that we may be fed with the bread of life.
Gather the hopes and dreams of all;
unite them with the prayers we offer.
Grace our table with your presence,
and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.

ELW #184

Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773: ONE LIICENSE #A-708293 R-196364

* Words of Institution
* Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
* Invitation to Communion
There is a place for you at the banquet.
Come and feast at Jesus’ table.
Communion is Received

ELW Page 112

The body of Christ, given for you
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.
“Sing with All the Saints in Glory”
Sing with all the saints in glory,
sing the resurrection song!
Death and sorrow, earth's dark story,
to the former days belong.
All around the clouds are breaking,
soon the storms of time shall cease;
in God's likeness we awaken,
knowing everlasting peace.

ELW #426 vs. 1, 3

Life eternal! heav'n rejoices:
Jesus lives who once was dead.
Shout with joy, O deathless voices!
Child of God, lift up your head!
Life eternal! Oh, what wonders
crowd on faith; what joy unknown,
when, amid earth's closing thunders,
saints shall stand before the throne!

* Prayer after Communion

Text: William J. Irons, 1812-1883, alt.
All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773; ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

Lord Jesus,
in this simple meal you have set a banquet.
Sustain us on the journey,
strengthen us to care for the least of your beloved children,

and give us glad and generous hearts
as we meet you on the way.
Amen.

WE GO INTO THE WORLD
* Blessing
May the God of all creation,
in whose image we are made,
who claims us and calls us beloved,
who strengthens us for service,
give you reason to rejoice and be glad!
The blessing of God,
Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit,
be with you today and always.
Amen.
Hymn
“For All the Saints”
Oh, blest communion, fellowship divine,
we feebly struggle, they in glory shine;
yet all are one in thee, for all are thine.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

#422 vs. 3, 5, 7

The golden evening brightens in the west;
soon, soon to faithful servants cometh rest;
sweet is the calm of paradise the blest.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
From earth's wide bounds, from ocean's farthest coast,
through gates of pearl streams in the countless host,
singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost:
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Text: William W. How, 1823-1897
All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773
Public Domain

* Dismissal
Beloved of God,
go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
* Postlude

Celebration of “Shall We Gather at the River”
◙

Bryon Dockter

Jesus said …

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer.”
Please include the following people in your prayers this week: Dorothy, Sara, Dorrie, Helen,
Steve, Becca, John.
Each week different families will be included in special prayers. Please hold in your prayers:
Dean, Beth, Joel, Ryan and Nathan, Ken and Diane, Jean, Mike, Jodi and Allison, Eric, Jessica, Dylan
and Ava.
Each week different missions that St. Stephen’s supports through our Sunday offerings are included in our
prayers. This week we offer prayers for the Meals on Wheels program. Fueled by a commitment to address senior hunger and isolation, they basic support that
seniors need to maintain their health and independence in our community and virtually every other community in America.
We also offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ in the villages of Iwonde and Ihimbo,
Tanzania.
We pray for residents and staff of group homes and care facilities, and all healthcare workers.
We pray also for those away from home serving in the military: Ben, Nick, Jeremy, Matthew, Zachary,
Sam, Troy, Tricia, Adam, Nick, Peter D. J., Christopher, Gene, Sam, Andrew. (Please help us keep our
military member listing up to date. Thank you.)
St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that this list is
placed inside everyone’s Bible or devotional material. All prayer requests will be listed for three weeks.
Please contact the church office if additional time is needed.

Today’s Altar Flowers
In Memory of Family who have passed
Given by: Toni and Ed Wakem

Our condolences to the Family and friends of Joanne Jones.
Joanne passed away Thursday, October 15. It is our hope they will
find strength in God’s great promises of eternal life with those we
love.
It is tradition at St. Stephen’s to remember in our prayers on All Saints Sunday our family
and friends, the Saints of God, who have died in the past year (November, 2019 October, 2020). We commend them to the resurrected Lord from whom we receive
peace:
James Valentine, Carlos Sosa, Pastor Veryle Henriksen,
Gary Kubat, Gene Meier, Chester Cashman, Donna Scholz, Mollie Alberta Peterson,
Charles Pace, Bill Delougherty, Sarah Sather, Cleone Swanberg, Mark Jensen,
Matthew Van Tassel, Marilyn Kistner, Marlene Schroepfer,
Elizabeth Anderson, Ruth Ann Stai, Lucille Unruh,
James Murphy, Georgia Adkins, Roman Lopez, Joanne Jones.
And those we lift before you in silence.
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