
TransFormative Connections to God, Each Other and the World 

Communion during the 9:30 a.m. broadcasted Worship Service 

You are invited to share communion at home, during the service, alone or with those around you.  These are 

extraordinary times and well within the Christian tradition.  If you would like communion we invite you to  

prepare by having wine or juice and bread ready.  (We will have little communion kits available in the office 

to help but any wine, juice and bread will work.) 
 

Communion by Appointment—COVID protocols will be followed 

We have set aside dates and times for individuals or their households to make an appointment to receive 

prayer and communion with Pastor John.  Reservations are required!  To make a reservation, please use our     

SignUpGenius schedule at  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0945ADA822AAFB6-holy.  Or contact 

the church office at 651-457-6541 we will assist you to schedule an appointment.   
 

The dates and times available for Communion by Appointment (sessions are scheduled every 20 minutes) 

   Monday, November 2  4-5pm             Saturday, November 14  11-Noon    Wednesday, November 18  5-6pm 

   Monday, November 23  10-11am       Monday, November 30  2-3pm 

In Person Worship Returns to St. Stephen’s 

Our first in-person worship service since COVID will be Sunday, November 8th, 9:30 am.  The Safety Committee 

and the Congregation Council have approved a very conservative start. 
 

 Attendance is limited to 25 people. 

 Reservations are required.  RSVPs can be made online through SignUpGenius or by contacting the 

church office.  For SignUpGenius use the active link on our “Weekly Resources and Active Links” email.  

If you prefer to type in the link is https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0945ADA822AAFB6-inperson 

 Keep coats in the pew with you. 

 Do not socialize in the Narthex. 

 There will be no singing—humming is encouraged. 

 The service will be broadcast to both parking lots at 9:30am                

received on FM 87.9 (Communion will be delivered to cars.)  

 If ISD 197 returns to remote learning—we will end this option. 
 

We will have missed 34 Sundays by November 8!  
  

We welcome you to worship in whatever way you are comfortable: Facebook, 

DVDs, Parking Lot, Public Access Television, or in person. 

Current Worship Opportunities during COVID-19 Pandemic 

9:30 AM Online Worship Live streamed on St. Stephen’s Face Book 
           11:00 AM Parking Lot Worship / Wentworth Parking Lot (changing to 9:30am November 8) 

 

WEDNESDAYS  6:30 PM Online “The Well” St. Stephen’s Face Book 

WEEKDAYS Varying times Channel 16—Comcast (Sunday 9:30 am Service Recorded) 

Special Congregational Meeting via Zoom—Sunday, Nov. 15, 11 AM 
 

It has a simple purpose – to vote on the Congregational Council’s recommendation to 

extend to Pastor Tim Thompson a “settled call” as our Associate Pastor for Discipleship. 
 

This does not change Pastor Tim’s job description – it would mean we do not have to 

renew it every three years.  This call will be co-terminus with Pastor John’s;  in other words – when Pastor John 

leaves Pastor Tim would offer his resignation. This is a simple decision with added complications because of 

COVID.  
 

By now all members should have received a letter from our Executive Committee outlining the steps that need 

to be taken and a paper ballot.  Please contact the church office if you did not receive yours. 
 

Thank you for your continued witness to faith and your support of God’s work through St. Stephen’s.  



PLEASE NOTE: Links included in the eUpdate are not active—watch for a separate email 

that contains resources available and active links all in one handy document. 

Faith Families  
This coming week we will be learning about Joseph, the Favored Child 
 

Read chapter 4 in All of Us: God’s Story for You & Me or Genesis 37.  Talk about 

the mistakes that Joseph, the brothers, and their father Jacob made in this story.  What could they have done 

differently? 

Pray “help my family” prayers this week. Pray for each person who lives in your household.  

Read  Each Kindness by Jacqueline Woodson or watch a read-aloud version on YouTube.  Have you missed 

any opportunities for kindness this week?  Choose an act of kindness your family can do together. 

Tanzania Scholarships 
 

Please prayerfully consider supporting a life-changing 

scholarship for students from Ihimbo and Iwonde, our 

partner villages in Tanzania. Contact Beth Hostager 

( bethhostager@comcast.net) by Sunday, November 1st, 

with the amount you are able to give. The average  

annual cost is $400-$500 but contributions of  any amount 

are appreciated! Payment is requested by December 

10th and can be mailed to or dropped off at the church 

office. Checks should be made payable to St. Stephen's 

Lutheran Church with "Tanzania Scholarship" in the memo 

line.  

 

Connecting to God, each other and the world 
 

  1575 Charlton Street    West St. Paul, MN 55118   

  Office: (651) 457-6541  www.ststephenswsp.org 

Thank You for your Support of our St. Stephen’s Ministries   
 

By Mail  |  Online thru St Stephen’s website  |  GIVE+Text (Text 844-907-2702)  |  GivePlus Vanco Mobile App 

 

Contemplative Prayer and Study  
continues via Zoom  

2nd and 4th Wednesdays - November 11 
(Due to the Thanksgiving holiday we will not meet on the 25th) 

 

St. Stephen’s Zoom Room 7-8 pm  

Zoom Meeting ID: 380-950-620 Password: 55118 

Men’s Renewal Group  

Non-Breakfast Breakfast 
Every other Friday.  Our next gathering is Nov. 13 

 

8-9am Fellowship Hall 
Social distancing and mask wearing observed  

Introduction to Centering Prayer 
Starts Tuesdays, November 10,  9-10:30am 

(on Zoom) 
 

 “Be still and know that I am God.”   

   Psalm 46:10  
 

Centering Prayer is a receptive, deep 

method of silent prayer that prepares us 

to receive the gift of the experience of 

God's presence within us.  It presents  

ancient Christian teachings in an  

updated form. Centering Prayer is not 

meant to replace other kinds of prayer; 

rather it casts new light on them.  This 

method of prayer is a movement beyond 

conversation with Christ to communion 

with Christ.  Through the regular practice 

of Centering Prayer, many people  

discover the fruits of the Spirit: love, joy, 

peace, patience, self-control. 
 

The co-presenters are the Reverends  

Luna GebbenGreen and John Keller—

friends of Pastor John. 
 

The Introduction series will be on Zoom for 

four Tuesdays, 9:00-10:30am November 

10th - December 1st.  Each meeting will 

include a 20 minute Centering Prayer  

session. Participants are encouraged to 

read Thomas Keating's book, Open Mind, 

Open Heart, between sessions.  You can 

register for free at the minnesotacontem-

plativeoutreach.org/enrichment. 

Loaves and Fishes  
 

So much has changed in last eight months,  but one thing 

that hasn't changed is our call as Christians to feed hungry 

people. 
 

The Loaves and Fishes program provides one of the ways we 

can answer that call.  Each month a group of dedicated  

volunteers from St. Stephen's serves a meal to hungry people 

at St. Matthew's church.  As you can imagine the number of  

people in need of a meal is increasing. 
 

Periodically we must come to you to raise the funds for these 

meals.  If you are able to help, please mail a check in to the 

church, written to St. Stephen's with Loaves and Fishes on the 

memo line.   Thank you for helping us feed hungry people in 

our community.  

Daylight Savings Time 

Ends This Weekend! 
Be sure to set your clocks 

back an hour.   
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