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WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP 

 Prelude                                           “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” Jan Zwart 

                                                                                (Variations: Introduction-Allegro con fuoco / Andante Religioso) Public Domain 

 Welcome / Temple Talks 

* Singing Bowl   

 Silence is kept for reflection. 

* Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross,  

the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

whose teaching is life, 

whose presence is sure, 

and whose love is endless. 

Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

God our comforter: 

like lost sheep, we have gone astray. 

We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. 

We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. 

We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed. 

Free us from our sin, gracious God. 

Listen when we call out to you for help. 

Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves. 

Amen. 

 

All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 

By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous. 

Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins.  Amen. 

 WE GIVE OUR PRAISE  

 Hymn                                             “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” ELW #504 vs. 1, 2, 4 

A mighty fortress is our God, 

a sword and shield victorious; 

he breaks the cruel oppressor's rod 

and wins salvation glorious. 

The old satanic foe 

has sworn to work us woe! 

With craft and dreadful might  

he arms himself to fight. 

On earth he has no equal. 
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No strength of ours can match his might! 

We would be lost, rejected. 

But now a champion comes to fight, 

whom God himself elected. 

You ask who this may be? 

The Lord of hosts is he! 

Christ Jesus, mighty Lord, 

God's only Son, adored. 

He holds the field victorious. 
 

God's Word forever shall abide, 

no thanks to foes, who fear it; 

for God himself fights by our side 

with weapons of the Spirit. 

Were they to take our house, 

goods, honor, child, or spouse, 

though life be wrenched away, 

they cannot win the day. 

The kingdom's ours forever! 

 Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship 

 Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.  

 Music: Martin Luther, 1483-1546  All rights reserved. Used by permission 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773  ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 

 Greeting   

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 Kyrie  ELW Page 147-148 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the peace from above, 

and for our salvation, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the peace of the whole world, 

for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For this holy house, 

and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  Amen.  

 Hymn of Praise                                “This is the Feast of Victory” ELW Page 149-150 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia. 

 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 

whose blood set us free to be people of God. 

Power and riches and wisdom and strength, 

and honor and blessing and glory are his. 
 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia. 
 

Sing with all the people of God 

and join in the hymn of all creation: 

Blessing and honor and glory and might 

be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
 



This is the feast of victory for our God, 

for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. 

Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, gracious Lord, 

we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age.  

Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people.  

Keep them steadfast in your word,  

protect and comfort them in times of trial,  

defend them against all enemies of the gospel,  

and bestow on the church your saving peace,  

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 

 First Reading  Jeremiah 31:31-34 

31 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of  

Israel and the house of Judah. 32 It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when 

I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I 

was their husband, says the LORD. 33 But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel 

after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I 

will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34 No longer shall they teach one another, or say to 

each other, "Know the LORD," for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says 

the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God 

 Reading from the Psalms  Psalm 46 

God is our refuge and strength,  

 a very present help in trouble. 

Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change,  

 though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea; 

though its waters roar and foam,  

 though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 

There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,  

 the holy habitation of the Most High. 

God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved;  

 God will help it when the morning dawns. 

The nations are in an uproar, the kingdoms totter;  

 he utters his voice, the earth melts. 

The LORD of hosts is with us;  

 the God of Jacob is our refuge. 

Come, behold the works of the LORD;  

 see what desolations he has brought on the earth. 

He makes wars cease to the end of the earth;  

 he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear;  

 he burns the shields with fire. 

"Be still, and know that I am God!  

 I am exalted among the nations,  

 I am exalted in the earth." 

The LORD of hosts is with us;  

 the God of Jacob is our refuge. 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God 



 Second Reading  Romans 3:19-28 

19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every 

mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20 For "no human being 

will be justified in his sight" by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge 

of sin. 21 But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the 

law and the prophets, 22 the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For 

there is no distinction, 23 since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24 they are now  

justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put  

forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his  

righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed; 

26 it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies the one who 

has faith in Jesus. 27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? 

No, but by the law of faith. 28 For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works  

prescribed by the law. 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God 

 Faith Statement—Kiley Moore  

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 

Therefore we will not fear.—Psalm 46:1-2a Interpretive Dance 

 Psalm 46 (Lord of Hosts)  CCLI Song # 7053138 

 Jennie Lee Riddle | Josh Miller | Josiah Warneking | Shane Barnard 

 © 2015 Jennie Lee Riddle Music (div. of New Nation Music [Admin. by Music Services, Inc.]) 

 Tent Peg Music (div. of New Nation Music [Admin. by Music Services, Inc.]) 

 Songs From Wellhouse (Admin. by Right Angle Music) 

 Permission to use Shane & Shane CD [The Worship Initiative] 10-22-21 

Verse One 

O come behold the works of God  

The nations at His feet 

He breaks the bow and bends the spear 

And tells the wars to cease 

O Mighty One of Israel You are on our side 

We walk by faith 

In God who burns the chariots with fire 

 

Chorus 

Lord of hosts You’re with us with us in the fire 

With us as a Shelter 

With us in the storm 

You will lead us 

Through the fiercest battle 

Oh where else would we go 

But with the Lord of hosts 

Verse 2 

O God of Jacob fierce and great 

You lift Your voice to speak 

The earth it bows 

And all the mountains move into the sea 

O Lord You know the hearts of men 

And still You let them live 

O God who makes the mountains melt 

Come wrestle us and win 

O God who makes the mountains melt 

Come wrestle us and win 

 

Bridge 

Though oceans roar You are the Lord of all 

The One who calms the wind and waves 

And makes my heart be still 

Though the earth gives way 

The mountains move into the sea 

The nations rage 

I know my God is in control 

Psalm 46 (Lord Of Hosts) 



Photo by frank mckenna on Unsplash  

God is our 

                 refuge & strength, 
                       an ever-present 

                       help in trouble. 
 

Therefore we will not fear. 
                                                  -Psalm 46:1-2a 

My name is Kiley Moore, I am 14 years old, I am currently moving to Cottage 

Grove and I attend East Ridge High School! I am in the middle of the moving 

process and that means my faith in God is more important than ever right 

now, because not only am I starting high school, I am starting it in a new 

school district without all of my old friends. Through God’s grace, I have so 

many new friends that bring me happiness. I have been blessed with a great 

dance team and good friends that give me so much joy. God has helped me a 

lot over the last couple months and is making sure that I am successful at this 

new school and throughout my life. I would like to thank Chris and Linda  

Becker. They have helped me so much on my faith journey and guided me in 

finding my place in the Christian world. They also helped me understand my 

faith and brought us on fun adventures in the process. Everything about the 

last couple years will bring back memories, whether it is going on a nature walk,  

making a play, or crafts at Christmas time. Every Wednesday became a fun and  

eventful day that I will never forget. The quote that I chose from the Bible is Psalm 46,  

“God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble.  Therefore we will not fear ”.  I chose this quote 

because I can think about it often, when I am having a bad day or need something to inspire me. I can also think 

back on this quote and know that I have strength and I can get through anything and know that it will be ok with 

God’s help. I plan to continue growing my Christian faith and living the Lord’s will. I am excited to continue this  

journey of life with God by my side. I will always know that God is with me and for that I am very thankful.    

 

- Kiley 

https://unsplash.com/@frankiefoto?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/sea?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


* Gospel Acclamation            ELW Page 151 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. 

Alleluia. 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, 

Glory to you, O Lord 

* Gospel  John 8:31-36 

31 Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my word, you are truly my 

disciples; 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." 33 They answered him, "We 

are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, 

'You will be made free'?" 34 Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a 

slave to sin. 35 The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there 

forever. 36 So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed. 

The Gospel of the Lord, 

Praise to you, O Christ 

 Sermon                                    Pastor John 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

 Hymn                                      “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word” ELW#517 vs. 1, 2, 3 

Lord, keep us steadfast in your word; 

curb those who by deceit or sword 

would wrest the kingdom from your Son 

and bring to naught all he has done. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, your pow'r make known, 

for you are Lord of lords alone; 

defend your holy church, that we 

may sing your praise eternally. 
 

O Comforter of priceless worth, 

send peace and unity on earth; 

support us in our final strife 

and lead us out of death to life. 

 Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.  

 Music: J. Klug, Geistliche Lieder, 1543 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 Public Domain 

* Prayers of Intercession 

 Petition response      Leader: … Lord in your mercy,  

                                              hear our prayer.    
                       

O shelter me, O shelter me: 

The way ahead is dark and difficult to see. 

O shelter me, O shelter me: 

All will be well if only you will shelter me. 
 

   “Shelter Me” Michael Joncas (refrain) 

   Text and music ©  2020, GIA Publications, Inc. 

   All rights reserved.  Reprinted with permission under  

   ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364.  

* Affirmation of Baptism  Page 234 

Kiley Moore has been instructed in the Christian faith 

and desires to make public affirmation of her Baptism. 

 

Kiley please come forward. 

 

Would the persons who have served as teachers, guides and mentors  

for Kiley in her faith journey, please stand. 
 

Let us pray. 

Merciful God, we thank you for this sister,  

whom you have made your own by water and the Word in baptism.  

You have called her to yourself, enlightened her with the gifts of your Spirit,  

and nourished her in the community of faith.   



Uphold your servant in the gifts and promises of baptism,  

and unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to new birth.   

We ask this in the name of Christ.  Amen. 
 

Kiley, I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin,  

and confess the faith of the church. 
 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 

 Response:  I renounce them. 
 

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 

 Response:  I renounce them. 
 

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

 Response:  I renounce them. 

Do you believe in God the father?  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried;  

he descended to the dead.   

On the third day he rose again;   

he ascended into heaven,  

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic church,  

the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.   
 

You have made public profession of your faith.   

Do you intend to continue in the covenant God made with you in holy baptism:  
 

 to live among God’s faithful people, 

 to hear his word and share in the Lord’s supper, 

 to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, 

 to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, 

    and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 
 

I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
 

People of God, do you promise to support Kiley and pray for  

her in her life in Christ? 

We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 
 

Let us pray. 

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us new birth, cleanse us 

from sin, and raise us to eternal life.  Amen. 

Stir up in Kiley the gift of your Holy Spirit:  

the spirit of wisdom and understanding,  

the spirit of counsel and might,  

the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord,  

the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Kiley Blesses Her Parents ... 

Thank you for leading me to the Christian faith.   

Today is the first step of my adult faith journey.  

There are many wonderful steps to come.   

Let us take them together. 



Let us see in each other God’s people. 

May we encourage each other  

as we learn to follow Jesus each day. 

I ask that God help and guide us on our way. 

Amen.   
 

Let us rejoice with these sisters and brothers in Christ. 

 We rejoice with you in the life of baptism.   

Together we will give thanks and praise to God 

and proclaim the good news to all the world. 

 

* Sharing the Peace 

The peace of the Lord be with you.   

And also with you. 

 Offering  [Invitation to support ongoing ministries of St. Stephen’s] 

* Offertory Response                       “We Are an Offering” ELW #692 

We lift our voices, we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to you: 

we are an offering.  Lord, use our voices, Lord, use our hands, 

Lord, use our lives, they are yours: we are an offering. 

All that we have, all that we are, all that we hope to be, 

we give to you, we give to you.  We lift our voices, 

we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to you: 

we are an offering, we are an offering.  

   Text and music © 1984 Word Music, LLC. 

   All rights reserved.  Used by Permission 

   CCLI #1664009  #20540802  AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 

 Offertory Prayer 

God of abundance, 

you cause streams to break forth in the desert 

and manna to rain from the heavens. 

Accept the gifts you have first given us. 

Unite them with the offering of our lives 

to nourish the world you love so dearly; 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 Words of Institution 

 Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

   on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

   who trespass against us; 

 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

  forever and ever.   Amen. 

 Invitation to Communion 

All who hunger and thirst, come. 

The table is ready. 

 Communion is Received               

  The body of Christ, given for you 

  The blood of Christ, shed for you.   Amen. 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

Strengthens you and keeps you in his grace.  Amen. 



Congratulations Kiley on your Confirmation! 
Today you have affirmed your faith in Christ.   

May God bless you as you continue on your faith journey. 

 Prayer after Communion 

Lord of life, 

in the gift of your body and blood 

you turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast of salvation. 

Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, 

bearing witness to the abundance of your love 

in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

WE GO INTO THE WORLD 

 Blessing 

People of God, 

you are Christ’s body, 

bringing new life to a suffering world. 

The holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 Hymn                                               “The Church’s One Foundation” ELW #654 vs. 1, 2, 5 

The church's one foundation 

is Jesus Christ, her Lord; 

she is his new creation 

by water and the word. 

From heav'n he came and sought her 

to be his holy bride; 

with his own blood he bought her, 

and for her life he died. 
 

Elect from ev'ry nation, 

yet one o'er all the earth, 

her charter of salvation 

one Lord, one faith, one birth: 

one holy name she blesses, 

partakes one holy food, 

and to one hope she presses, 

with ev'ry grace endued. 
 

Yet she on earth has union 

with God, the Three in One, 

and mystic sweet communion 

with those whose rest is won. 

Oh, blessed heav'nly chorus! 

Lord, save us by your grace, 

that we, like saints before us, 

may see you face to face. 

  Text: Samuel J. Stone, 1839-1900 

 Music: Samuel S. Wesley, 1810-1876  

 All rights reserved. Used by permission 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 Public Domain 

* Dismissal 

Go in peace.  

The living Word dwells in you. 

Thanks be to God. 

* Postlude                                           “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” Jan Zwart 

  Public Domain 



Jesus said …   

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer.” 
 

Please include the following people in your prayers this week:  

Diane Johnson, Merwin Perkins, Laura Walsh (Snider),  

Oliver Gibson (Tim and Janet Gibson). 
 

Each week different families will be included in special prayers.  

Please hold in your prayers:   

Richard and JoAnn McMahon, Mark and Marsha Rogosheske,  

Kenneth and Patricia Wellen, Bryon and Jane Dockter, Darlene Hekrdle. 
 

Each week different missions that St. Stephen’s support through our  

Sunday offerings. This week we offer prayers for  
 

Lutheran Social Service of Minnesota who expresses the love of Christ  

for all people through service that inspires hope, changes lives,  

and builds community. 
 

We also offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ  

in the villages of Iwonde and Ihimbo, Tanzania. 
 

We pray for residents and staff of group homes and care facilities,  

and all healthcare workers. 
 

We pray also for those away from home serving in the military:  

Tim Anderson, Ben Appenzeller, Nick Appenzeller, Jeremy Eittreim,  

Matthew Eittreim, Zachary Ericson, Sam Gieser, Troy Hoban, Tricia Howe,  

Adam Kenny, Nick Lane, Peter D. J. McKenzie, Donald McKenzie,  

Christopher Meyers, Gene Morton, Sam Paton, Andrew Reed,  

Lindsey Willwerscheid. (Please help us keep our military member  

listing up to date. Thank you.) 

 

St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that  

this list is placed inside everyone’s Bible or devotional material.  All prayer requests will  

be listed for three weeks.  Please contact the church office if additional time is needed. 

Gerrit's Notes:  
Jan Zwart 1877-1937 may well be called "The father of Dutch Church music". He is 
credited with reviving interest in the music of Jan Pieterszoon Sweelinck, and was 
the first Dutch organist to present weekly radio broadcasts of organ concerts. From 
1898 to the end of his life he played the famous Vater Muller organ in the Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Church in Amsterdam. (An organ with over 4,000 pipes) Several of Jan 
Zwart's sons as well as his grandsons went on to become famous organists. He was 
also a gifted teacher. One of his most famous pupils was Feike Asma, my musical 
inspiration. 
 

In addition to being an organist of renown, he was also a composer of liturgical  
organ music. His composition style leans heavily in the Romantic tradition. Today’s 
Fantasia on "A Mighty Fortress is our God" is a splendid example of his craftsman-
ship. 
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We offer our deepest and most sincere condolences 

to Sandra Larsen and Family 

on the death of Sandra’s mother Dolores Workman on Sunday, October 24. 

A memorial service will be held in Spokane, Washington next week. 

 

In the midst of their sorrow may all find comfort in  

God’s promise of life everlasting. 

We at St Stephen’s Lutheran Church 
recognize and respect intellectual property rights 

and are committed to fulfilling our moral and legal obligations 
with respect to our use of copyright-protected works. 


