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WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP 

 Prelude                                 Reflection on “God, Whose Almighty Word” Bryon Dockter 

 Welcome 

* Singing Bowl   

 Silence is kept for reflection. 

* Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross,  

the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

whose teaching is life, 

whose presence is sure, 

and whose love is endless. 

Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

God our comforter: 

like lost sheep, we have gone astray. 

We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. 

We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. 

We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed. 

Free us from our sin, gracious God. 

Listen when we call out to you for help. 

Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves. 

Amen. 
 

All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 

By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous. 

Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins.  Amen. 

 WE GIVE OUR PRAISE  

 Hymn                                               “God, Whose Almighty Word” ELW #673 vs. 1, 3, 4 

God, whose almighty word 

chaos and darkness heard 

and took their flight: 

hear us, we humbly pray, 

and where the gospel day 

sheds not its glorious ray, 

let there be light. 
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Spirit of truth and love, 

life-giving, holy dove, 

speed forth your flight; 

move on the water's face 

bearing the lamp of grace, 

and in earth's darkest place 

let there be light. 
 

Holy and blessed three, 

glorious Trinity, 

Wisdom, Love, Might: 

boundless as ocean's tide, 

rolling in fullest pride, 

through the earth, far and wide, 

let there be light.   

 Text: John Marriott, 1780-1825, alt.  

 Music: Felice de Giardini, 1716-1796 

  All rights reserved. Used by permission 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 Public Domain 

 Greeting   

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 Kyrie  ELW Page 147-148 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the peace from above, 

and for our salvation, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the peace of the whole world, 

for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For this holy house, 

and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  Amen.  

 Hymn of Praise                                 “This is the Feast of Victory” ELW Page 149-150 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia. 

 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 

whose blood set us free to be people of God. 

Power and riches and wisdom and strength, 

and honor and blessing and glory are his. 
 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia. 
 

Sing with all the people of God 

and join in the hymn of all creation: 

Blessing and honor and glory and might 

be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
 

This is the feast of victory for our God, 

for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. 

Alleluia. Alleluia. 



 Prayer of the Day 

Eternal light, shine in our hearts. 

Eternal wisdom, scatter the darkness of our ignorance.  

Eternal compassion, have mercy on us.  

Turn us to seek your face,  

and enable us to reflect your goodness,  

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Amen. 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 

 First Reading  Hebrews 7:23-28 

23 Furthermore, the former priests were many in number, because they were prevented by death from 

continuing in office; 24 but he holds his priesthood permanently, because he continues forever. 

25 Consequently he is able for all time to save those who approach God through him, since he always 

lives to make intercession for them. 26 For it was fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, 

blameless, undefiled, separated from sinners, and exalted above the heavens. 27 Unlike the other high 

priests, he has no need to offer sacrifices day after day, first for his own sins, and then for those of 

the people; this he did once for all when he offered himself. 28 For the law appoints as high priests 

those who are subject to weakness, but the word of the oath, which came later than the law, appoints 

a Son who has been made perfect forever. 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God 

 Reading from the Psalms  Psalm 126 

When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion,  

 we were like those who dream. 

Then our mouth was filled with laughter,  

 and our tongue with shouts of joy;  

then it was said among the nations,  

 "The LORD has done great things for them." 

The LORD has done great things for us,  

 and we rejoiced. 

Restore our fortunes, O LORD,  

 like the watercourses in the Negeb. 

May those who sow in tears  

 reap with shouts of joy. 

Those who go out weeping,  

 bearing the seed for sowing,  

shall come home with shouts of joy,  

 carrying their sheaves. 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God 

* Gospel Acclamation            ELW Page 151 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. 

Alleluia. 



The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, 

Glory to you, O Lord 

* Gospel  Mark 10:46-52 

46 They came to Jericho. As he and his disciples and a large crowd were leaving Jericho, Bartimaeus 

son of Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the roadside. 47 When he heard that it was Jesus of 

Nazareth, he began to shout out and say, "Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!" 48 Many sternly or-

dered him to be quiet, but he cried out even more loudly, "Son of David, have mercy on me!" 49 Jesus 

stood still and said, "Call him here." And they called the blind man, saying to him, "Take heart; get up, 

he is calling you." 50 So throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus. 51 Then Jesus said to 

him, "What do you want me to do for you?" The blind man said to him, "My teacher, let me see again." 

52 Jesus said to him, "Go; your faith has made you well." Immediately he regained his sight and fol-

lowed him on the way. 

The Gospel of the Lord, 

Praise to you, O Christ 

 Sermon                                    Pastor John 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

 Hymn                                                    “Many and Great, O God” ELW#837 vs. 1, 2 

Many and great, O God, are your works, 

maker of earth and sky. 

Your hands have set the heavens with stars; 

your fingers spread the mountains and plains. 

Lo, at your word the waters were formed; 

deep seas obey your voice. 
 

Grant unto us communion with you, 

O Star-abiding One. 

Come unto us and dwell with us; 

with you are found the gifts of life. 

Bless us with life that has no end, 

eternal life with you. 

 Text: Joseph R. Renville, 1779-1846; para. Philip Frazier, 1892-1964, alt. 

 Music: Dakota tune; arr. Songs of the People, 1986 

 Arr. © 1986 Augsburg Publishing House All rights reserved. Used by permission 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773  ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 

* Prayers of Intercession 

 Petition response      Leader: … Lord in your mercy,  

                                              hear our prayer.    
                       

O shelter me, O shelter me: 

The way ahead is dark and difficult to see. 

O shelter me, O shelter me: 

All will be well if only you will shelter me. 
 

   “Shelter Me” Michael Joncas (refrain) 

   Text and music ©  2020, GIA Publications, Inc. 

   All rights reserved.  Reprinted with permission under  

   ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364.   

* Sharing the Peace 

The peace of the Lord be with you.   

And also with you. 

 Offering  [Invitation to support ongoing ministries of St. Stephen’s] 

* Offertory Response                               “We Are an Offering” ELW #692 

We lift our voices, we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to you: 

we are an offering.  Lord, use our voices, Lord, use our hands, 

Lord, use our lives, they are yours: we are an offering. 

All that we have, all that we are, all that we hope to be, 

we give to you, we give to you.  We lift our voices, 

we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to you: 

we are an offering, we are an offering.  

   Text and music © 1984 Word Music, LLC. 

   All rights reserved.  Used by Permission 

   CCLI #1664009  #20540802  AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 



 Offertory Prayer 

God of abundance, 

you cause streams to break forth in the desert 

and manna to rain from the heavens. 

Accept the gifts you have first given us. 

Unite them with the offering of our lives 

to nourish the world you love so dearly; 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 Words of Institution 

 Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

   on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

   who trespass against us; 

 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

  forever and ever.   Amen. 

 Invitation to Communion 

All who hunger and thirst, come. 

The table is ready. 

 Communion is Received               

  The body of Christ, given for you 

  The blood of Christ, shed for you.   Amen. 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

Strengthens you and keeps you in his grace.  Amen. 

 Prayer after Communion 

Lord of life, 

in the gift of your body and blood 

you turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast of salvation. 

Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, 

bearing witness to the abundance of your love 

in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

WE GO INTO THE WORLD 

 Blessing 

People of God, 

you are Christ’s body, 

bringing new life to a suffering world. 

The holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 Hymn                                        “The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve” ELW #551 vs. 1, 3, 4 

The Spirit sends us forth to serve; 

we go in Jesus' name 

to bring glad tidings to the poor, 

God's favor to proclaim. 
 

We go to be the hands of Christ, 

to scatter joy like seed 

and, all our days, to cherish life, 

to do the loving deed. 



 

Then let us go to serve in peace, 

the gospel to proclaim. 

God's Spirit has empowered us; 

we go in Jesus' name. 

 Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939  Text © 1993 Delores Dufner, OSB. 

 Published by OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland OR 97213 .  

 Music: attr. Thomas Haweis, 1734-1820  All rights reserved. Used by permission 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773  ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 
* Dismissal 

Go in peace.  

The living Word dwells in you. 

Thanks be to God. 

* Postlude                         Celebration of “The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve” Bryon Dockter 

◙ 

Altar Flowers 
In Honor of Family 

Given by Brett and Janice Culver 



Jesus said …   

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer.” 
 

Please include the following people in your prayers this week: Diane, Merwin, Laura, Oliver. 
 

Each week different families will be included in special prayers. Please hold in your prayers:   

Joy, Roger, Yvonne, Tim and Barb, Toni and Ed. 
 

Each week different missions that St. Stephen’s supports through our Sunday offerings are included in 

our prayers.  This week we offer prayers for our Tanzanian partner congregations of Ihimbo and 

Iwonde.  “Bwaha Yesu asifiwe” 
 

We pray for residents and staff of group homes and care facilities, and all healthcare workers. 
 

We pray also for those away from home serving in the military:  

Tim, Ben, Nick, Jeremy, Matthew, Zachary, Sam, Troy, Tricia, Adam, Nick, Peter D. J., Donald, Christopher, Gene, 

Sam, Andrew, Lindsey. (Please help us keep our military member listing up to date.  Thank you.) 

 

St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that this list is placed inside everyone’s Bible 

or devotional material.  All prayer requests will be listed for three weeks.  Please contact the church office if additional time is 

needed. 

Senior Pastor John Snider | Associate Pastor of Discipleship Tim Thompson   
 

1575 Charlton Street    West St. Paul, MN 55118     

Office: (651) 457-6541     www.ststephenswsp.org 
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